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WIMBLEDON: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic returns against France’s Adrian Mannarino during their men’s singles second round match on the third day of the 2016 Wimbledon Championships at The All England Lawn Tennis Club in
Wimbledon, southwest London. (Inset) Poland’s Agnieszka Radwanska returns to Ukraine’s Kateryna Kozlova during their women’s singles first round match on the third day of the 2016 Wimbledon Championships. — AFP

LONDON: Novak Djokovic brushed past France’s Adrian
Mannarino 6-4 6-3 7-6(5) yesterday to book his place in
the third round of Wimbledon. The defending champion,
aiming for his third consecutive title, played well within
himself and was rarely troubled during the second-
round match.

Mannarino, ranked 55, put up spirited resistance in
the third set to force a tiebreak but was ultimately swept
off Centre Court by the Serbian’s laser-guided ground-
strokes.

World number one Djokovic holds all four grand slam
titles and has another historic mark in his sights. The 29-
year-old is aiming to become the first man since Rod
Laver in 1969 to achieve the calendar Grand Slam - win-
ning the four majors in a single season.     

Earlier, with rain delaying play on the outside courts,
Agnieszka Radwanska wasted no time in taking care of
business under the roof on Centre Court.

The third-seeded Pole, who reached the final here in
2012, overwhelmed Kateryna Kozlova 6-2, 6-1 in just
over an hour yesterday to move into the second round
at the All England Club.

Radwanska used her clever all-court game to thor-
oughly dominate the 97th-ranked Ukrainian, who was
making her main draw debut at Wimbledon and has
never won a Grand Slam match. Radwanska won the
first four games and was always in control.

“A one-hour match is always good, especially with
that weather,” Radwanska said. “Now we’re playing
every day, so I’m just very happy with that win and
ready for the next one.” The match was played in its
entirety under the retractable roof, which was closed
after steady rain lashed the grounds and forced delays
on all other courts. “It’s like an indoor tournament,
sometimes,” Radwanska said. “Have to kind of get used
to that. Of course, it’s a little bit different without the

sun, without the wind. So it’s a different game. But, well,
it’s good that we could play today.”

Radwanska lost to Serena Williams in three sets in the
2012 final. The two are in the same half of the draw this
year and could meet in the semifinals. “(I’m) trying every
year to do better and better, of course,” Radwanska said.
“I was close a couple times. So it’s another year to try.
And hopefully I can do one step (further).”

Next up on Centre Court was defending men’s cham-
pion Novak Djokovic, who faced Adrian Mannarino, a
Frenchman playing on his 28th birthday. Djokovic was
bidding to extend his Grand Slam match winning streak
to 30, which would give him sole ownership of third
place on the all-time list of most consecutive victories at
the majors. But all that seemed just a warm-up to the
main event coming later in the day. Seven-time champi-
on Roger Federer - perhaps the greatest player of all
time - had a second-round match against Marcus Willis, a

772nd-ranked British qualifier who had never won a
tour-level match until Monday.

Willis is the lowest-ranked qualifier to reach the sec-
ond round of a Grand Slam since 1988.  He gives tennis
lessons at a club in central England and was only recent-
ly talked out of giving up on his goal of making it on the
pro tour by his girlfriend.

Now, Willis gets to face Federer on the most famous
court in tennis, with a large group of friends and family
on hand to support him in a journey that has captivated
the British public.

Before play was stopped by rain on the outside
courts, three players managed to finish matches that
had been suspended the previous day: 10th-seeded
Tomas Berdych completed a 7-5, 7-5 (5), 5-7, 6-1, 7-6 (2)
win over Ivan Dodig; Andrea Petkovic, seeded No. 32,
beat Nao Hibino of Japan, 3-6, 7-5, 6-2; and Evgeniya
Rodina downed Lesia Tsurenko 6-3, 7-5. —Agencies

Champion Djokovic sweeps past Mannarino
Radwanska wins quick match under Centre Court roof

LONDON: Former US Open champion Juan Martin del
Potro is relishing every moment of his return to Grand
Slam action at Wimbledon after being pushed to the
brink of retirement by a serious wrist injury.  Del Potro
has battled his way back from three wrist operations
that left him depressed and considering whether it was
time to hang up his racket for good last year.

The 27-year-old Argentine marked his comeback by
crushing France’s Stephane Robert 6-1, 7-5, 6-0 in the
Wimbledon first round.  His reward for successfully com-
ing through his first Grand Slam match in 894 days is a
fascinating second round tie against world number five
Stan Wawrinka today.

“This is my comeback after three years. It means I’m
feeling great sensations,” del Potro said. “I was close to
quitting at the end of last year but now is completely
different. “I’m expecting to be better in the future, but
for this year my biggest challenge is to finish healthy
and make a good preparation for next year.” Renowned
for his huge ground-strokes, the 6ft 6in del Potro was
tipped as a serious challenger to the big guns after
beating Roger Federer aged just 20 in the 2009 US
Open final.

Del Potro still possesses the same power game that
rocked Federer and he banished world number 79
Robert in ruthless style.  Overcoming Wawrinka, a two-
time Grand Slam champion, would be another huge
step on the road to recovery, but regardless of the
result, del Potro, now ranked a lowly 165, is just relieved
to be back.

“I’m feeling better week by week. I’m going one step
at a time at the moment. I wake up and I can set my

practice and I do it,” he said.  “That’s important for my
mind, as well, because I’m not thinking about treat-
ments or injuries or doctors.

“Just want to play free. That’s what I’m doing at the
moment. I’m in a good way to be healthy very soon.”

MARATHON 
Del Potro’s last appearance at Wimbledon three

years ago had provided further evidence of his poten-
tial as he rattled Novak Djokovic in a marathon five-
set semi-final before finally succumbing. 

“I was here in 2013 making the semi-finals in a
great match against Djokovic,” del Potro said.

“But my family and friends was very important for
me. They were behind me all the time and pushed me
up every day.

“I’m enjoying tennis again. I’m starting to talk
about tennis and no more about my wrist. That’s
important.”

Fourth seed Wawrinka, a first round winner over
American teenager Taylor Fritz, is pleased to see del
Potro back on the tour.  However, Wawrinka would
rather not have faced such a dangerous opponent on
the fast grass courts that suit his game. 

“For sure I think we’re all happy that he’s back on
the tour, hopefully without any injury, and he can play
for a long time now,” Wawrinka said.  “He always been
a great champion, a great player to watch also.  “I
remember him winning the US Open, for sure, against
Roger. An incredible match. 

“I had some tough matches against him as well. It’s
going to be difficult. He’s playing well again.” — AFP

Del Potro relishing Wimbledon 
return after injury agony

WIMBLEDON: Germany’s Andrea Petkovic (L) shakes hands with Japan’s Nao Hibino (R) after Hibino won their
women’s singles first round match on the third day of the 2016 Wimbledon Championships at The All England
Lawn Tennis Club in Wimbledon, southwest London, yesterday. — AFP


