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WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton says it’s “time
to move on” after a congressional report on
the deadly 2012 Benghazi attacks accused
the Obama administration of lethal mistakes,
but produced no “smoking gun” pointing to
wrongdoing by the former secretary of state.
Not likely, especially in an election year with
Clinton’s presidential rival - Donald Trump -
lashing out. An 800-page report by a special
House committee makes no direct accusa-
tions of wrongdoing by Clinton, who was sec-
retary of state during the Sept 11, 2012,
attacks that killed four Americans, including
U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens.

Still, Republicans point to Benghazi as a
major failure by the administration and by
Clinton during her tenure leading the State
Department. The issue is likely to shadow
Clinton as she continues her bid for president.
“Four Americans died, yet no one has been
fired. No one even missed a paycheck,” said
Rep Ed Royce, chairman of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee. “Americans - including all
our men and women serving overseas -

deserve better.” Clinton, now the presumptive
Democratic nominee for president, said the
report by Republicans on the House
Benghazi Committee took more than two
years and $7 million but “found nothing to
contradict” the findings of earlier investiga-
tions. “I’ll leave it to others to characterize this
report but I think it’s pretty clear it’s time to
move on,” Clinton said a campaign stop in
Denver Tuesday.

Republicans were not ready to let the
issue go, especially with an election that will
decide who occupies the White House and
which party will control the House and
Senate. The Benghazi panel has scheduled a
July 8 meeting to formally adopt the report -
10 days before the Republican National
Convention begins in Cleveland. Sen Kelly
Ayotte, a New Hampshire Republican facing a
tough re-election race, said the administra-
tion “ignored a deteriorating security situa-
tion” in Benghazi, “and the State Department
disregarded repeated requests for increased
security.”

Trump was uncharacteristically quiet on
the topic Tuesday, but he has repeatedly
blamed Clinton for the deaths in Benghazi.
Even after issuing the report the committee’s
work is not over. On Wednesday the panel will
interview a witness who posted on Facebook
that he was a crew chief based in Europe on
the night of the attacks. A committee
spokesman said the interview would be post-
ed on the panel’s website and any information
he provides can be added to the report.

Political Fodder 
Democrats called the interview ridiculous.

The Libya attacks have been political fodder
from the start, given their timing in the weeks
before President Barack Obama’s re-election,
and that has not abated despite seven previ-
ous congressional investigations. There has
been finger-pointing on both sides over secu-
rity at the diplomatic outpost and whether
Clinton and the White House initially tried to
portray the assault as a protest over an offen-
sive, anti-Muslim video, instead of a calculated

terrorist attack. The prolonged investigation
into the attacks has also been marked by par-
tisan sniping. Republicans accuse the adminis-
tration of stonewalling important documents
and witnesses, while Democrats say the pan-
el’s primary goal is to undermine Clinton’s
presidential bid. Republican insistence that
the investigation was not politically motivated
was undermined last year when House
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., sug-
gested that the committee could take credit
for Clinton’s then-slumping poll numbers. His
statements helped dash McCarthy’s chances
of becoming House Speaker.

The committee interviewed more than
100 witnesses and reviewed some 75,000
pages of documents, but an almost acciden-
tal discovery by the panel last year has shad-
owed Clinton’s candidacy. The committee dis-
closed that she had used a private email serv-
er to conduct government business while
serving as secretary of state, a practice that
has drawn widespread scrutiny, including an
FBI investigation.

Already bitterly partisan, Tuesday’s release
of the report exposed divisions within
Republican ranks. Reps Mike Pompeo of
Kansas and Jim Jordan of Ohio issued a sepa-
rate report slamming Clinton and the Obama
administration, with Pompeo telling reporters
that the former first lady and senator was
“morally reprehensible”. Clinton’s public com-
ments casting the attack as a possible protest
over the anti-Muslim video differed sharply
from her private assessments to family mem-
bers and diplomats, Jordan and Pompeo said.

The panel’s chairman, Rep Trey Gowdy,
deflected questions, saying the report “is not
about one person”. The GOP report severely
criticizes the military, CIA and administration
officials for their response as the attacks unfold-
ed, and their subsequent explanations to the
American people. Hours after the attacks
began, “Not a single wheel of a single US mili-
tary asset had even turned toward Libya,”
Gowdy complained. US military leaders told
the committee they thought an evacuation
was imminent, slowing any response. —AP

‘Move on’ from Benghazi? Reps say it’s unlikely

ST CLAIRSVILLE, Ohio: A woman reacts as she meets Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump after he spoke at a rally at Ohio University Eastern
Campus on Tuesday. —AP

ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey: The con-
tractor who provided the onion domes
for the Taj Mahal casino had to eat $2
million in losses. The contractor who
supplied the Carrara marble from Italy
ended up filing for personal bankruptcy.
The contractor who put in the bathroom
partitions had to lay off his brother. A
quarter of a century has passed since
Donald Trump refused to pay in full 253
contractors who help build his Taj in
Atlantic City. But for many of them, it
could have happened yesterday. “We
got next to nothing,” says Michael
MacLeod, whose 40-person studio made
the giant elephant statues at the casino’s
entrance. “I took a big hit.”

After the Taj opened in April 1990,
the self-anointed “King of Debt” owed
$70 million to contractors employing
thousands who built the domes and
minarets, put up the glass and drywall,
laid the pipes and installed everything
from chandeliers to bathroom fixtures. A
year later, when the casino collapsed
into bankruptcy, those owed the most
got only 33 cents in cash for each dollar
owed, with promises of another 50 cents
later. It took years to get the rest, assum-
ing the companies survived long
enough to collect.

Trump spokeswoman Hope Hicks
and Trump attorney Alan Garten did
not respond to a list of questions about
the candidate’s Taj dealings. Marty
Rosenberg, former vice president of
Atlantic Plate Glass,  says the way
Trump handled the contractors shows
the candidate is shrewd and clever, but
Trump won’t get his vote. “If ethics or
morality has nothing to do with busi-
ness,” Rosenberg says, “he’s a very good
businessman.”

Trouble 
For the contractors, the first signs of

trouble came in Feb 1990. Regular
cheques for work completed stopped
arriving in the mail. Rosenberg, who was
owed $1.1 million for installing floor-to-
ceiling curtain walls of glass, picked up
the phone in his Atlantic City office and
called one of Trump’s men overseeing
construction. “I’ll check it out, Marty, and
call you right back,” the man said. A day
later, he got his answer: The money’s
coming in two weeks. The cheque never
came.

Five hundred miles away, in
Ashtabula, Ohio, Robert Morrison of the
Molded Fiber Glass Co. was pressing his
workers to finish the domes, minarets
and other faux Moorish ornaments in
time for an April 2 opening - and worry-
ing about who was going to pay for it all.
An invoice sent weeks earlier for $1.4 mil-

lion still hadn’t been paid. Many contrac-
tors didn’t know what to think. Trump
said he needed to complete audits first to
make sure they weren’t overcharging; he
denied he was in financial trouble. “I have
a tremendous amount of cash,” he told
The Washington Post that March.
Desperate for money to pay workers and
suppliers, some contractors became easy
targets for a new Trump offer: Agree to
less than they billed, and he’d pay the
lower amounts immediately.

One of the hardest hit was marble
supplier John Millar, who was owed $3.9
million. As he was walking into a meeting
with contractors to share strategies, land-

scaper Herman Caucci asked him what
he planned to do: Stick it out, or take cash
at a discount? “I don’t know, Herman, I
need the money,” Caucci recalls Millar
responding before the March 1990 meet-
ing. “We could lose everything.” Court
documents suggest he got about 30
cents on the dollar over the next year.
Millar is deceased. His family wouldn’t
comment.

The stress was also building at
Hastings Pavement, a company supply-
ing paving stones. Mario Paone, presi-
dent of Hastings, rarely lost his temper.

But he had received only $100,000 of the
$1.3 million he had billed Trump. He
exploded one day just as his son, Philip
Paone, then 24, walked up to his office
door. “I want my money!” Philip recalls his
father screaming into the phone to
Trump. “Pay me my money!”

Bankruptcy
Documents filed with regulators sug-

gest Trump gave Paone about a third of
what he was owed over the next year.
Trump managed to open the Boardwalk
casino on April 2, 1990, and continued to
dismiss rumors that he was in financial
trouble, but the truth soon came out.

Over his protests, regulators unsealed a
devastating report in August written by
Trump’s own accountants that showed
he had been burning through cash in his
personal accounts so fast in the spring
that he would have had nothing by end
of the year if he didn’t take drastic action.
The next year, the Trump Taj filed for
bankruptcy.

When the casino emerged from
Chapter 11, Trump got a contract to
manage it. Others caught up in the Taj
turmoil didn’t fare as well. Marble man
Millar had to lay off workers, shut down

his business Avalon Commercial, close
many of his retail stores and borrow from
friends to make ends meet, according to
court documents and Millar’s lawyers
and former employees. In 1996, he filed
for personal bankruptcy.

Morrison’s Molded Fiber Glass joined
with 47 others in a negotiated settle-
ment with Trump for cash equal to 33
cents of each dollar owed, plus 50 cents
in convertible bonds, according to a
book by Morrison published in 1994.
Strapped for money, some contractors
sold the bonds immediately, getting a
fraction of what they were worth at
maturity. Morrison wrote off $2 million of

the $3 million Trump owed him, accord-
ing to his book. The company refused to
comment.

MacLeod, the elephant sculptor, says
his anger has faded. Giving a slide pres-
entation of his work to an architectural
firm two days after Trump swept the
New York Republican primary in April, he
slipped in two photos - one showing one
of the elephants, the other showing
Trump’s name on the casino marquee in
red lights. “This guy never paid me,”
MacLeod deadpanned. Everyone
laughed. —AP 

Trump Taj bankruptcy leaves 

‘little guy’ contractors angry

‘King of Debt’ owed $70m to contractors

ATLANTIC CITY, New Jersey: In this April 5, 1990 file photo, Donald Trump stands next to a
genie’s lamp as the lights of his Trump Taj Mahal Casino Resort light up during ceremonies to
mark its opening. —AP

MONESSEN, Pennsylvania/WASHINGTON:
Republican presidential candidate Donald
Trump on Tuesday vowed to force Canada and
Mexico to renegotiate the NAFTA trade agree-
ment with the United States if elected, as part of
an effort to protect and restore American jobs.
Trump criticized the North American Free Trade
Agreement as a US job killer, saying he would
be willing to scrap the pact if Canada and
Mexico were unwilling to budge. He also tried
to link Democratic rival Hillary Clinton to the
deal on the eve of a meeting in Ottawa of the
“three amigos,” the leaders of the three NAFTA
signatories: the United States, Mexico and
Canada. In his most detailed speech on trade,
the presumptive Republican nominee said he
would pull the United States out of negotiations
for a deal among 12 Pacific Rim nations and
promised to use executive power to resolve
trade disputes with China. Trump also pledged
to revive the U.S. steel and aluminum industry,
speaking at an aluminum scrap company in
Monessen, Pennsylvania, nearly 30 miles (50
km) south of Pittsburgh, the one-time American
steelmaking capital.

Trump has identified Pennsylvania as a state
he believes he can wrest from the Democrats in
the Nov 8 election. He also campaigned on
Tuesday in Ohio, which like Pennsylvania is a Rust
Belt state. Democratic President Barack Obama
won both states in 2008 and 2012, but manufac-
turing job losses have led to voter anxiety in the
region. “I’m going tell our NAFTA partners that I
intend to immediately renegotiate the terms of
that agreement to get a better deal for our work-
ers. And I don’t mean just a little bit better, I mean
a lot better,” Trump said in Pennsylvania. If
Canada and Mexico do not agree to renegotiate
the pact, Trump said he would notify them under

the agreement’s terms “that America intends to
withdraw from the deal.”

He tried to tie his Democratic rival to the
pact, approved in 1993 during the administra-
tion of her husband, President Bill Clinton, as he
called NAFTA one of the “worst legacies” of the
Clinton years. On MSNBC after Trump’s speech,
Clinton spokeswoman Kristina Schake called
the wealthy New York businessman the “king of
outsourcing,” in an apparent reference to
Trump-branded products such as suits and ties
made overseas. “It was full of hypocrisy and mis-
statements and outright lies,” Schake said.

Trade has been a vulnerability for Clinton,
who struggled for white, blue-collar votes in her
Democratic primary race against US Senator
Bernie Sanders, who criticized her for support-
ing trade deals and said she was too close to
Wall Street.

Trans-Pacific Partnership
Trump echoed Sanders’ criticism on Tuesday,

saying Clinton supported the 12-nation Trans-
Pacific Partnership, or TPP, while she was secre-
tary of state and only opposed it once she was
running for president. Clinton’s campaign said
she opposed the agreement because it was not
strong enough on currency manipulation and
other areas.

Clinton has said she will evaluate each trade
deal on its merits but does not believe the TPP is
good for US workers. Sanders now says he will
vote for Clinton in November, although he has
not formally withdrawn from the race. Trump
said he saw no way to fix the TPP, calling it a
“death blow” for American manufacturing.
Although China is not part of the agreement,
Trump said Beijing might try to enter it “through
the back door” later on. —Reuters

Trump vows to reopen, 

or toss, NAFTA pact

OTTAWA: US President Barack Obama
headed to Ottawa yesterday for talks with
the leaders of Canada and Mexico, as the
shockwave from Britain’s vote to leave the
European Union reverberates on both
sides of the Atlantic. Obama and Canadian
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, who both
made  clear their desire to see Britain
remain in the 28-member bloc, will join
Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto for
the so-called “Three Amigos” summit.

The three countries are economic part-
ners in the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), a bloc of 500 million
people, and work closely on security mat-
ters. Since Britain’s EU referendum last
week, Obama has sought to reassure
Americans - and global markets - warning
against “hysteria” and saying he doesn’t
expect “major cataclysmic changes” as a
result of the vote.

But the US leader - who will address
Canadian lawmakers after the summit -
had warned against this very result during
a trip to London in April. Although the
three leaders are expected to focus on cli-
mate change and their joint efforts to pro-
mote clean energy, the Brexit “will be on
the agenda,” Mark Feierstein of Obama’s
National Security Council said. “We’ll be
eager to talk about what it means for us
and how we can coordinate our efforts,”
he said ahead of the summit.

The “Three Amigos,” who will face

reporters in the early afternoon at a joint
news conference, are also likely to be
asked about Republican presidential
hopeful Donald Trump, who is vying to
succeed Obama. In a speech on Tuesday
in Pennsylvania, he reiterated that he
would seek to renegotiate NAFTA, which
he blames for all the woes of working
Americans. “If they don’t agree to a rene-
gotiation... then I will submit under Article
2205 of the NAFTA Agreement that
America intends to withdraw from the
deal,” he warned.

Trudeau says No Protectionism 
Also on Tuesday, Trudeau warned

against “turning inwards” and protection-
ism, saying greater North American inte-
gration is key to the continent’s econom-
ic prosperity. But are the United States,
Canada and Mexico worried that a Brexit
will adversely affect NAFTA, or even
prompt questions about whether it
should exist at all? For the Obama admin-
istration, any comparison between
Europe’s woes and North America is irrel-
evant. “Countries in North America have
pursued a different strategy, and one
that has worked well for us,” White House
spokesman Josh Earnest said.  “It is a
strategy that has enhanced the
economies of all of our countries. It’s
enhanced the national security of all of
our countries.” —AFP

Trudeau hosts Pena Nieto,

Obama amid Brexit drama

ORLANDO, Florida: Police dispatchers heard
repeated gunfire, screaming and moaning from
patrons of the Pulse nightclub who called to report
that gunman Omar Mateen was opening fire inside
the club, according to written logs released

Tuesday. The first call of “shots fired” came in at 2:02
am and the caller reported “multiple people down”.
One caller said Mateen had gone upstairs where six
people were hiding. Dispatchers heard up to 30
gunshots in the background at another point as

callers screamed and moaned.
“My caller is no longer responding, just an open

line with moaning,” one dispatcher said in the
report. Another dispatcher wrote, “Hearing gun-
shots closer, multiple people screaming.” A caller
described Mateen as wearing a gray shirt and
brown pants. Mateen opened fire at the club on
June 12, leaving 49 patrons dead and 53 injured in
the worst mass shooting in recent US history. In
calls with the police after the shooting began,
Mateen pledged his allegiance to Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi, the leader of the Islamic State group,
declared himself to be an Islamic soldier and
demanded that the United States stop bombing
Syria and Iraq, the FBI said. “Saying he pledges to
the Islamic State,” a dispatcher wrote at 2:40 am.

The report recounted where patrons hid in the
nightclub: In an office upstairs, in a closet, in a
dressing room and behind a stage. Ten people were
hiding in the handicap stall of a bathroom. One
caller described patrons using their hands to stop
the bleeding of shooting victims. At several points,
callers relayed misinformation to the dispatchers.
One caller said there was a second gunman and
another thought Mateen had a bomb. Mateen “is
saying he is a terrorist ... and has several bombs
strapped to him in the downstairs female restroom,”
the dispatcher notes said. —AP

Orlando: ‘Gunshots closer, 

multiple people screaming’

ORLANDO: In this June 22, 2016 photo, traffic moves along Orange Avenue after
authorities opened the streets around the Pulse nightclub, scene of a recent mass
shooting. —AP


