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LONDON: English football’s financial might was
demonstrated anew on Thursday as business analysts
Deloitte revealed that England’s 92 professional clubs
generated record £4 billion ($5.8 billion, 5.2 billion
Euros) revenues in 2014-15. Fired by the all-powerful
Premier League, which saw revenues climb three per-
cent to £3.3 billion, England’s professional clubs
breached the £4 billion threshold for the first time.
Premier League clubs generated £1.5 billion more
than their nearest rivals in Germany’s Bundesliga and
with a new £5.14 billion television rights deal due to
kick in this year, their dominance is set to continue.

“The pace of football’s financial growth in two and
a half decades is staggering,” said Dan Jones from
Deloitte’s Sports Business Group. “By half-time of the

second televised Premier League game next year (sea-
son), more broadcast revenue will have been generat-
ed than during the whole of the First Division season
25 years ago. “For the first time, the Premier League
leads the football world in all three key revenue cate-
gories-commercial, match-day and broadcast-and this
is driving sustainable profitability. “When the
enhanced new broadcast deals commence in the
2016-17 season, operating profits could rise as high as
£1 billion.”

Deloitte’s 25th Annual Review of Football Finance
revealed that Premier League clubs recorded a second
consecutive year of pre-tax profits in the 2014-15
financial year (£121 million), which last happened in
1999. While the revenue increase was a modest three

percent, operating profitability (£546 million) was the
second highest it has ever been. Combined gross
expenditure on new players reached a record high of
£1.1 billion and wage costs rose seven percent to
exceed £2 billion for the first time.

Losses in Italy, France 
Accordingly, the league’s wage/revenue ratio rose

from 58 percent to 61 percent, but Jones said: “This
represents the second lowest level since 2004-05 and
is 10 percentage points lower than in 2012-13. “In fact,
in the last two years, only 30 percent of revenue
increases have been consumed by wage growth,
whereas in the five years to 2012-13 this figure was 99
percent.” —AFP

MADRID: In this Wednesday, Dec 30, 2015 filer, Real Madrid’s Lucas Vazquez celebrates after scoring a goal during
a Spanish La Liga soccer match between Real Madrid and Real Sociedad at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium. —AP

MADRID: Many nations are betting on youth at the European
Championship, giving promising youngsters a chance to shine
in France. Some of the top nations have included up-and-com-
ing players in their squads for this month’s tournament, with
some giving up experience to make way for young talent.

Spain coach Vicente Del Bosque left out of his squad veter-
an forwards such as Fernando Torres and Diego Costa to open
up space for the uncapped Lucas Vazquez. Germany coach
Joachim Loew named a few young midfielders as well as excit-
ing attacking playmaker Leroy Sane. England and Portugal are
betting on a couple of 18-year-old teenagers - Manchester
United striker Marcus Rashford and newly signed Bayern
Munich midfielder Renato Sanches.

Some of the youngsters will be making the trip to France
mainly to gain experience, but many will end up getting a
chance to show off their talent and help their teams succeed.
Here are some of the promising stars to watch for at the
European championship:

LEROY SANE (GERMANY)
The 20-year-old attacking midfielder returns to the national

team after making his debut last year. The agile player had a
breakthrough season with Schalke, impressing with his drib-
bling, as well as his ability to work as a playmaker. Sane
attracted headlines when he debuted in the Champions
League by scoring a goal against Real Madrid last year. The
youngster is the son of former Senegal star Souleyman Sane,
who had a distinguished career in Germany, and Olympic
rhythmic gymnastics medalist Regina Weber.

MARCUS RASHFORD (ENGLAND)
After a tremendously fast rise through Manchester United’s

youth squads, the 18-year-old established himself as the team’s No.
1 striker, scoring eight goals in 17 appearances. He scored for the
club in his debut both in the Premier League and in the Europa
League, as well as in his England debut. He made the England
squad despite coach Roy Hodgson having plenty of options to
choose from in attack, being named the team’s fifth forward for the
tournament in France.

RENATO SANCHES (PORTUGAL)
The 18-year-old midfielder became Portugal’s youngest ever

player to be called up for a major tournament with the senior
squad, surpassing the mark previously held by Cristiano Ronaldo. A
product of Benfica’s youth teams, he made it to the top squad this
season and earned a transfer to Bayern Munich for 35 million Euros
($40 million). Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge said the
club had been following Sanches for a long time, calling him a
“dynamic and technically skilled midfielder who’ll add even more
strength to our team.”

LUCAS VAZQUEZ (SPAIN)
The uncapped Lucas Vazquez was the surprise addition to Spain’s

squad, making it to the team instead of veterans Diego Costa and
Fernando Torres. The 24-year-old forward impressed with Real
Madrid while replacing regular starters when they had to deal with
injuries late in the season. The speedy forward showed his cool when
he scored one of the penalties in the shootout that gave Real Madrid
the Champions League title against Atletico Madrid. —AP

Young players get a chance 
in the spotlight at Euro 16

English clubs surpass £4 billon mark: Study

Rooney embraces 
England duties

WATFORD: England captain Wayne Rooney called Euro 2016 his “biggest
test” as an international player on Wednesday and revealed that he has
spoken to newly appointed Manchester United manager Jose Mourinho.

Rooney’s immediate focus is on leading England out against Portugal
at Wembley on Thursday in their final warm-up game before Roy
Hodgson’s men head to France. But with Mourinho having visited United’s
training centre for the first time this week, there was another Portuguese
on the minds of the journalists who attended the pre-match press confer-
ence at England’s team hotel in Watford, north of London.

“Obviously I’ve spoken to him. It’s exciting times for Manchester
United, and for myself and the other players,” Rooney said when asked
about the new man in the Old Trafford hotseat. “He’s one of the best man-
agers in the world and very successful, so I’m looking forward to it.”
Mourinho, who tried to sign Rooney during his second spell as Chelsea
manager, signed a three-year contract with United last week as a replace-
ment for the sacked Louis van Gaal.

Rooney will not play under Mourinho until United’s pre-season tour of
China in July at the earliest and in the meantime, he has a sixth major tour-
nament with England to attend to. The call-up awarded to Marcus
Rashford, Rooney’s precocious United team-mate, has stirred memories of
the former Everton striker’s own stunning emergence as an 18-year-old at
Euro 2004 in Portugal. Now 30, with 110 caps and a record 52 goals to his
name, he is the senior figure in the England set-up and is relishing the
challenge presented by his first tournament as captain.

‘Injury-free’ 
“I feel it’s gone well. We were unbeaten in the qualifying campaign and

I’ve scored a lot of goals since I’ve been captain,” Rooney said. “But now is
the big test. I think this is the biggest test now, going into a tournament.
We’re away a long time as a group of players and I need to be a good
example to those players and hopefully help us be successful. “I don’t
think I have to look after them, but if I can set the right example around
the hotel or on the training pitch, then they will see that. “There’s a lot of
players going to their first tournament who won’t know what to expect. It
is different to turning up every couple of months and playing one or two
games. So if I can try and give them a bit of insight into that, then of course
I will do that.” When England last played Portugal, in the quarter-finals of
the 2006 World Cup in Germany, Rooney was sent off after planting his
foot into the nether regions of Ricardo Carvalho. —AFP

SUNDERLAND: In this Friday, May 27, 2016 file pho-
to, England’s captain Wayne Rooney applaudes to
his teammates during the international friendly soc-
cer match between England and Australia at the
Stadium of Light. — AP


