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BOSTON: Researchers are moving ahead with
efforts to develop a diagnostic test for chronic
traumatic encephalopathy - even without the
NFL’s help. Some of the nation’s top brain scien-
tists gathered Wednesday at the Boston University
School of Medicine for the start of a seven-year,
$16 million research project designed to find a test
for CTE and identify its risk factors. For now, the
disease increasingly found in former football play-
ers can only be diagnosed during an autopsy.

‘This is a recipe for being able to define what
CTE is in l iving human beings,’  said Jeffrey
Cummings, director of the Cleveland Clinic’s cen-
ter for brain health and one of the principal
researchers. ‘That’s so important, because if you
can diagnose something, then you can begin deal-
ing with it.’ The DIAGNOSE CTE project had origi-
nally been set to receive money that the NFL ear-
marked for concussion research. But the league’s
complaints about Boston University researchers
led the National Institutes of Health to pay for it
with other funds.

Doctors at the meeting on Wednesday said
they were looking ahead, to the research, and not
dwelling on the political maneuvering that
delayed its start. ‘I don’t look back,’ said Robert
Stern, the Clinical Core Director of BU’s Alzheimer’s
Disease and CTE Center and another of the princi-
pal investigators. ‘The science is moving forward,
and I’m so thrilled that we have the funding to do

the science right now.’ In describing the project for
several dozen researchers, Stern’s only reference
to the funding dispute was in a timeline of the
grant process. The project was approved in May
2015, with a planned start date of June; objections
from the NFL reportedly delayed the official notifi-
cation of the grant to Dec. 15 while the NIH
arranged alternative funding.

Martha Shenton, a professor of psychiatry and
radiology at Harvard Medical School, also declined
to discuss the funding fight. ‘I’m really happy to be
doing the science,’ said Shenton, another principal
investigator. ‘I’m always surprised when politics
get involved in something that’s science.’
Researchers have linked CTE to repeated blows to
the head - even those not forceful enough to
cause concussions. Those who develop the condi-
tion can experience memory loss, confusion, mood
swings, depression and suicidal urges. 

Among those who have been diagnosed with CTE
posthumously are Pro Football Hall of Famers Ken
Stabler, Junior Seau, Frank Gifford and Mike Webster.
Some, like Seau and former Chicago Bears defensive
back Dave Duerson, descended into depression and
killed themselves. The project hopes to look at men
aged 45-74, including 120 former NFL players and 60
who played in college. (Another 60 who have never
participated in contact sports or served in the military
or show any symptoms of traumatic brain injury will
serve as a control group.)  — AP

CTE research moves on, 

without the NFL’s money
WASHINGTON: Rookie forward Conor Sheary
scored in overtime to lift the Pittsburgh
Penguins to a 2-1 victory over the San Jose
Sharks in game two of the Stanley Cup finals
on Wednesday. Sheary’s goal gave the
Penguins a 2-0 lead in the best-of-seven
series against the Sharks, who managed to
scored a late equalizer in the third period to
send the contest into overtime. Sidney Crosby
started the play on the decisive goal by win-
ning a draw in the Sharks’ zone back to
defense man Kris Letang. 

The puck ended up in the possession of
Sheary, who beat San Jose goalie Martin
Jones with a quick wrist shot through traffic.
‘It just worked out perfectly,’ Sheary said of
the game winner. ‘I am just trying to play in
the moment and the best I can. It is pretty sur-
real. ‘The series shifts to California for game
three on Saturday where the Sharks are hop-
ing have better success at home after drop-
ping both games in Pittsburgh. Jones has
been the Sharks best player in the first two
games of the series, which is expected to be a
close one and could go the distance as both
games were decided by late goals.

But the Sharks’ defense has also looked
nervous at times. This is the first time in their
25 year franchise history they have reached
the NHL championship. ‘We got to find a way
to score some five-on-five goals. We got to

find a way to battle through. There is not a lot
of room out there,’ said Sharks coach Peter
DeBoer. ‘You got two teams playing tight
hockey and one mistake costs you the game.’ 

Pittsburgh has had the edge in speed so
far and their top players-Crosby, Evgeni
Malkin and Phil Kessel-have outplayed the
top players for San Jose. Crosby scored 36
goals and had 85 points during the regular
season, and he has 16 points in the playoffs.
Sheary played the first half of the season in
the minors. The first year left winger now has
four key playoff goals for the Penguins,
including a goal in their 3-2 win in game one. 

Phil Kessel also scored for the Penguins,
who are 4-2 in overtime in the playoffs. ‘We
wanted to hit them with our best game,’ said
Pittsburgh defense man Ben Lovejoy. ‘In the
first half of the year it was tough. We had to
learn how to win. We had to band together
from the third defensive pairing to the top line
centre. ‘When we do that we become a very
difficult team to play against.’  Pittsburgh was
controlling the play Wednesday only to have
San Jose defense man Justin Braun tie it 1-1
with just over four minutes left in the third in
front of a crowd of 18,600 at the CONSOL
Energy Center arena. The victory came 24 years
to the day the Penguins won their second
Stanley Cup in as many years in 1992 by
sweeping the Chicago Blackhawks.—AFP 

Sheary’s OT winner gives 

Pens 2-0 series lead

PARIS: Novak Djokovic reached his 30th Grand
Slam semi-final yesterday but his quest for a first
French Open title was almost scuppered by dis-
qualification. The world number one, a three-time
runner-up and seeking a maiden Roland Garros
crown to complete the career Grand Slam, defeat-
ed Czech seventh seed Tomas Berdych 6-3, 7-5, 6-
3, claiming a place in an eighth French Open
semi-final and sixth in succession.

But the 29-year-old Serb, who will face
Dominic Thiem of Austria today for a spot in the
final, admitted he was lucky to escape being
kicked out of the tournament in the second game
of the third set. Frustrated at missing a break
point, Djokovic went to smash his racquet into the
ground but it slipped out of his grasp before it
flew into the backwall on Philippe Chatrier Court.

Had it hit the nearby line judge, who was
forced to take evasive action, Djokovic would
have been disqualified. Not surprisingly, he
offered a speedy apology to chair umpire Eva
Asderaki Moore and escaped with a warning for
racquet abuse. “I was lucky there,” admitted
Djokovic. “I apologized to the people that have
been in this particular situation with me and that
could have been hurt by my racquet. “But, you
know, it was never the intention. It was just some
unfortunate bounce, but fortunate ending of that
scenario. That’s all I can say.”

Yesterday’s quarter-final was played out in a
damp chill where temperatures nosedived to 12
degrees. But it didn’t stop the Serb from claiming
a 24th win in 26 meetings against Berdych and his
11th in a row. Djokovic raced through the first set
with breaks in the seventh and ninth games
before stretching out to a 4-2 lead in the second.

Wet conditions 
Berdych broke for the first time to get to 3-4

but Djokovic restored his advantage in the 12th
game for a two sets lead. The two men
exchanged breaks in the first two games of the
third before Berdych became angry over the
deteriorating wet conditions. “It’s a circus, just
one big circus,” he fumed at tournament referee
Wayne McKewen who took the players off for a
brief stoppage to allow the rain to pass.

On the resumption, Djokovic broke for 5-3
and took victory when Berdych dumped a serv-
ice return into the net. Djokovic was playing for
the third day in succession after a washout on
Monday and just two hours of action on
Tuesday. If he is to win an elusive French Open
title, the top seed, who is also the Wimbledon,
US and Australian Open champion, will have to
play five days in six although he will start against
Thiem as the favourite having won both their
previous matches.

The 22-year-old Thiem defeated Belgium’s
David Goffin 4-6, 7-6 (9/7), 6-4, 6-1 to make the
semi-finals of a Grand Slam for the first time. “The
first two sets were really good tennis. For both of
us it was not easy with the conditions, but I am
really happy right now,” said Thiem.

In front of a couple of hundred spectators
huddled into a damp and chilly Court Suzanne
Lenglen, the Austrian took an early 3-1 lead with
a break, but Goffin then took control winning
five out of the next six games to take the first set

6-4. Thiem, who had won more matches on clay
that any other player this year (24), edged the
second set tie-break.

The Austrian, who once beefed up his
physique by lifting tree trunks, claimed the third
set while back-to-back breaks at the start of the
fourth meant the way was clear for Thiem to
record one of the biggest wins of his career.
Today’s other semi-final will see second seed
Andy Murray take on Swiss third seed and defend-
ing champion Stan Wawrinka. — AP 

Djokovic escapes disqualification, faces Dominic Thiem for finals 

PARIS: Serbia’s Novak Djokovic celebrates next to a ball boy after winning his men’s quarter-final match against Czech Republic’s
Tomas Berdych at the Roland Garros 2016 French Tennis Open. — AFP 


