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LONDON: Rory McIlroy has played
down concerns that the Zika virus
outbreak could threaten his partici-
pation at the 2016 Rio Olympics in
golf’s return to the Games after a
112-year absence. The Northern
Irishman, who is at number three in
the world rankings, had said last
month that he would be monitoring
the situation in Brazil and suggested

the dangers of contracting Zika
could affect his decision to play.

Zika, which is carried by mosqui-
toes, is spreading rapidly in the
Americas, according to the World
Health Organization, but McIlroy said
the advice he received had eased his
fears.  “I  feel l ike the advice I ’ve
sought out over the past 10 days has
put my mind at ease,” the golfer told

British media. “It makes me more
comfortable going down there
knowing that, even if I do contract
Zika, it’s not the end of the world. It
takes six months to pass through
your system and you’re fine.”

Former world number ones Adam
Scott and Vijay Singh, and fellow
major winners Louis Oosthuizen and
Charl Schwartzel, are among those

who have already announced that
they will skip this summer’s global
sports showpiece in Rio de Janeiro.
The Zika threat and scheduling con-
flicts could see other players follow
suit,  with US Masters champion
Danny Willett among those saying
he would keep an eye on the situa-
tion. The Rio Olympics take place
from Aug. 5-21. —Reuters

McIlroy plays down Zika impact on Rio decision

MELBOURNE: In this Saturday, April 7, 2012 file photo, Australia’s Anna Meares, center, Germany’s Kristina
Vogel, right, and Russia’s Yekaterina Gnidenko celebrate with their medals won in the women’s Keirin at the
Track Cycling World Championships. —AFP

LAUSANNE: Olympic medalists from
the Beijing and London Games will be
targeted as a priority as the reanalysis
of old samples is reinforced, the
International Olympic Committee
said on Wednesday.  The IOC also said
its budget for anti-doping tests is
being doubled to $500,000 (447,000
Euros) between now and August’s
Olympics in Rio. “The re-analysis pro-
gram for the Olympic Games Beijing
2008 and London 2012 will be further
extended,” the IOC executive board
said in a statement. “Together with
WADA, we will target medalists from
both Olympic Games for possible re-
analysis.”

The Board, which said “the fight
against doping is a top priority”, is
holding a series of meetings in
Lausanne until Friday.  It said it had

established a “zero-tolerance” policy in
order to “protect clean athletes” in Rio.

More than 50 new doping cases have
come to light so far from the reanalysis
of samples from the Beijing and London
Olympics.  The Board said it would “not
hesitate to punish anyone” within its
reach involved in doping or providing
doping products and methods.  “The
budget for the pre-Olympic testing pro-
gram is now doubled,” said the IOC
statement.

“The program comes on top of the
extensive program already being car-
ried out by International Federations
and National Anti-Doping
Organizations. “Special focus will be put
on countries where the testing pro-
gram is non-compliant-Kenya, Russia
and Mexico. A special focus will also be
put on those sports which WADA has

declared most affected.”   A meeting
will be held in Lausanne on June 21 in
order to “coordinate and harmonize the
approach” of international federations
towards the “eligibility of athletes” at
future Games, the IOC said. The meet-
ing will be attended by the IOC, interna-
tional federations and national Olympic
committees. There will also be a post-
Olympics summit in October to review
the doping program from the Rio
Games. “The IOC will continue to push
for all testing independent from sports
organizations and to harmonize nation-
al and international testing under the
leadership of a new entity,” said the
statement. “The IOC will lead by exam-
ple and establish such an independent
process, working with WADA, to be in
place for the Olympic Winter Games
PyeongChang 2018.”

IOC targets Olympic 
medalists in retests

Van Niekerk 
focuses on 400m 
after track first

ROME: Wayde Van Niekerk made sprint history by becoming
the first athlete to dip under benchmark times in the 100, 200
and 400m, but the South African insists his focus this season is
wholly on the one-lap race. Having already clocked 19.94 sec-
onds and 43.48sec in the 200 and 400m, Van Niekerk timed
9.98sec in the 100m in March to set an athletics first.

“That’s crazy, great things could be ahead,” American track
great and 400m world record holder Michael Johnson said
after Van Niekerk’s feat. Reputed athletics statistician Jon
Mulkeen, using IAAF scoring tables, ranked Van Niekerk as fifth
after a survey of top sprinters over the three distances.

Usain Bolt sits in first position, his world records in the 100
and 200m making up for a modest personal best of 45.28sec in
the 400m. Johnson is ranked second, ahead of American Tyson
Gay and Jamaican Yohan Blake, followed by Van Niekerk. The
Cape Town-born track star is relatively little-known on a global
level despite scorching to world gold in the 400m in Beijing
last year. But that promises to change, with news that the 23-
year-old has inked in a training program later this month with
Usain Bolt’s coach Glen Mills in Jamaica ahead of the Rio
Olympics. “We have some good relationship with coach Mills,
I’ve got to know him on the circuit over the last few months
and years,” Van Niekerk said.

“I’m really excited to learn and pick up some good tips for
myself as an athlete and hopefully it’ll benefit me in the
future.” Van Niekerk added: “I’ve tried to improve my 100m
times, and from there it’s all about building some good
momentum. I’m doing some agility work and now practicing
the 400m. “It’s time to get kicked off in the European season
and soak it up and build up some good momentum until we
get to the Olympics.”

But the South African was in no doubt about where his goal
lay this season.  “I’m really a big lover of the 100 and 200m, but I
fell in love with the 400m and that’s why I do what I do today,”
he said. “I’ve been going through a four-year process with the
400m. I’ve been struggling with a lot of injuries with the 100
and 200, so they’ve been neglected a bit more than the 400m.
“At this very moment, I’m totally focused on the 400m and
doing a bit of 200m during the European season. “Maybe in the
future I’ll start considering the 100 and 200m but for now I’m
completely focused on the 400m.” —AFP

Van Niekrek


