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LONDON: British opposition leader
Jeremy Corbyn urged voters yesterday
to remain in the European Union - but
slammed the bloc’s planned trade deal
with the United States, saying it threat-
ens employment rights and hands pow-
er to “giant corporations.”

Corbyn said his Labor Party would
veto the Trans-Atlantic Trade and
Investment Partnership if it forms a gov-
ernment. But he backed EU membership
for Britain, saying it had raised standards
for workers, protected the environment,
bolstered human rights and even
reduced mobile-phone roaming
charges.

Some “remain” campaigners have
criticized Corbyn for not making a loud-
er case for EU membership ahead of the
June 23 referendum. The socialist
Corbyn opposed Britain joining the bloc
in a 1975 referendum.

In a speech in London, Corbyn said
that “Europe needs to change ... but
those changes can only be achieved by
working with our allies.” With three
weeks until voting day, the referendum
campaign is growing increasingly heat-
ed as widely varying polls suggest an
unpredictable result.

“In” campaigners are trying to keep
the focus on the economic uncertainty
that UK exit - known as “Brexit” - would
wreak, while the “out” side is stressing
the pressure uncontrolled immigration
from other EU countries has had on

Britain’s economy and public services.
Prime Minister David Cameron is like-

ly to face questions on immigration
from a studio audience during his first
major TV event of the campaign later
yesterday. Other members of the 28-
nation bloc are also weighing in, with a
mix of entreaties to stay and warnings
of the risk of Brexit. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel  said Thursday that
Britain would get better results from
the EU “when you sit at the bargaining

table,” rather than if it were lobbying
from outside.

Dozens of leading European cultural
and sports figures signed a “love letter”
to UK voters, intended to show “how
wide and deep is the affection felt for
Britain across our shared continent.”
Signatories include Bjorn Ulvaeus of
ABBA, Oscar-winning filmmaker
Susanne Bier, actress-director Julie
Delpy and Arsenal soccer team manager
Arsene Wenger.—AP

UK opposition leader says he 
would veto US-EU trade deal  

Believes it threatens employment rights

LONDON: Jeremy Corbyn, Leader of Britain’s Labour Party speaks at the
launch of ‘Labour In for Britain’, ahead of June’s EU referendum on May 10,
2016.—AP

RANCHOS PALOS VERDES, CALIFORNIA: SpaceX CEO Elon
Musk says if things go according to plan people will be on
Mars just nine years from now.

During an interview Wednesday at the Code Conference in
southern California, Musk said that “we should be able to
launch people in 2024, with arrival in 2025.”

Musk also says he plans to go to space himself in about

four to five years, but only into orbit around Earth. Musk also
runs Tesla Motors, which has been at the forefront of self-dri-
ving car technology. He says he sees Apple as more of a com-
petitor than Google in the autonomous vehicle market, but
suggests they may be too late to compete with Tesla.

He believes Apple will go into volume production of the
cars no sooner than 2020.—AP
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HAWTHORNE, CALIFORNIA: Elon Musk, CEO and CTO of SpaceX, introduces the SpaceX Dragon V2 spaceship at the
SpaceX headquarters on May 29, 2014.—AP

Gov Doug Ducey meets
with Airbnb hosts,

business leaders
PHOENIX: Gov Doug Ducey met with local Airbnb hosts
and corporate executives Wednesday to celebrate a new
law that will make it easier for the state to gather home-
sharing rental taxes while blocking cities from banning
short-term rentals on lodging websites.

As cities like Chicago seek to clamp down on the
rentals, Ducey said the new law will improve Arizona’s rep-
utation and serve as a model for other states. “I really
believe this is a win for Arizona to maintain our competi-
tive edge over the sharing economy,” he said during the
event held at a historic home in Phoenix. Ducey signed the
measure last month and it goes into effect in August.

Vacation rental website executives from Airbnb and
HomeAway met with the governor, local hosts and law-
makers to hail the law as a historic moment that will bol-
ster state tourism and put more money in the pockets of
homeowners.

Airbnb host and homeowner Ed Newhall said the bill
supports his business and helps him to carry on the legacy
of his parents who first ran a bed and breakfast out of his
87-year old home.

The proposal undermines ordinances in tourism-driven
locales like Scottsdale, Sedona and Jerome that prevent
residents from using online booking companies to rent out
their properties to visitors for a few days at a time.

It also allows Airbnb and similar websites to collect tax-
es on behalf of renters and turn them over to the state to
be divided up for municipalities. The proposal was one of
several bills pushed through during Arizona’s recent leg-
islative session designed to usurp municipal authority to
regulate things like employee benefits, plastic shopping
bags, pet stores and drones.

Patrice Kraus, who lobbies for the League of Arizona
Cities and Towns, said the bill was a compromise that still
allows cities to pass ordinances related to noise and nui-
sance issues. “The reality is this business is here to stay,”
she said.—AP

PHONIEX: Arizona Governor Doug Ducey giving his state
speech in Tucson Convention Center on January 12,
2016.—AFP


