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Color me!

Big Ben is the nickname for the Great
Bell of the clock at the north end of
the Palace of Westminster in

London, and often extended to refer to
the clock and the clock tower. The tower is
officially known as Elizabeth Tower,
renamed to celebrate the Diamond
Jubilee of Elizabeth II in 2012; previously it
was known simply as the Clock Tower. The
tower holds the second largest four-faced
chiming clock in the world. The tower was
completed in 1859 and had its 150th
anniversary on 31 May 2009. during which
celebratory events took place. The tower
has become one of the most prominent
symbols of the United Kingdom and is
often in the establishing shot of films set
in London.

Tower
The Elizabeth Tower, previously called

the Clock Tower or St. Stephen’s Tower,
more popularly known as Big Ben, was
raised as a part of Charles Barry’s design
for a new palace, after the old Palace of
Westminster was largely destroyed by fire
on the night of 16 October 1834. The new
parliament was built in a neo-gothic style.
Although Barry was the chief architect of
the palace, he turned to Augustus Pugin
for the design of the clock tower, which
resembles earlier Pugin designs, including
one for Scarisbrick Hall. The design for the
tower was Pugin’s last design before his
final descent into madness and death. The
tower is designed in Pugin’s celebrated
Gothic Revival style, and is 315 feet high.
The bottom 200 feet of the tower’s struc-
ture consists of brick work with sand col-
ored Anston limestone cladding. The
remainder of the tower’s height is a
framed spire of cast iron. The tower is
founded on a 50 feet square raft, made of
10 feet thick concrete, at a depth of 13 feet
(4.0 m) below ground level. The four clock
dials are 180 feet above ground. The inte-
rior volume of the tower is 164,200 cubic
feet. Despite being one of the world’s
most famous tourist attractions, the interi-
or of the tower is not open to overseas vis-
itors, though United Kingdom residents

are able to arrange tours (well in advance)
through their Member of Parliament.
However, the tower currently has no lift,
though one is planned, so those escorted
must climb the 334 limestone stairs to the
top. Due to changes in ground conditions
since construction, the tower leans slightly
to the north-west, by roughly 230 millime-
ters over 55 m height, giving an inclination
of approximately 1/240. This includes a
planned maximum of 22 mm increased tilt
due to tunneling for the Jubilee line exten-
sion. Due to thermal effects it oscillates
annually by a few millimeters east and
west.

Clock
The clock and dials were designed by

Augustus Pugin. The clock dials are set in
an iron frame 23 feet (7.0 m) in diameter,
supporting 312 pieces of opal glass, rather
like a stained-glass window. Some of the
glass pieces may be removed for inspec-
tion of the hands. The surround of the
dials is gilded. At the base of each clock
dial in gilt letters is the Latin inscription:

DOMINE SALVAM FAC REGINAM NOS-
TRAM VICTORIAM PRIMAM

Which means O Lord, keep safe our
Queen Victoria the First.

Bells
The main bell, officially known as the

Great Bell but better known as Big Ben, is
the largest bell in the tower and part of
the Great Clock of Westminster.

The original bell was a 16 ton hour bell,
cast on 6 August 1856 in Stockton-on-Tees
by John Warner & Sons.[1] The bell was
possibly named in honor of Sir Benjamin
Hall, and his name is inscribed on it.[34]
However, another theory for the origin of
the name is that the bell may have been
named after a contemporary heavyweight
boxer Benjamin Caunt. It is thought that
the bell was originally to be called Victoria
or Royal Victoria in honor of Queen
Victoria, but that an MP suggested the
nickname during a Parliamentary debate;
the comment is not recorded in Hansard.
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