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SHAKAI: House after house flicks by
hundreds of feet beneath a military hel-
icopter, many distinguished by one
arresting feature: their roofs have been
removed by the army to allow an “aeri-
al view” of militants who may take
refuge there. South Waziristan was
once a stronghold of the Pakistani
Taleban, where the extremists operated
with impunity, but the military says the
region in the country’s mountainous
northwest has been cleared of its last
militant stronghold. Now the district,
part of Pakistan’s Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) on
the border with Afghanistan, is wel-
coming thousands of displaced families
back to their homes, many of which no
longer offer shelter.

Some were damaged by weather,
said a military official who flew with
media on the army-controlled helicopter
trip earlier this month over the towns of
Makeen, Ladha and Kanigurm. But not
all. “(The) military has removed the roofs
of the houses to have a better aerial
view and stop militants taking refuge in
these abundant, fort-like mud houses,”
the official told reporters. From the heli-
copter journalists could see scores of
homes with no roofs but appearing oth-
erwise intact, their interiors exposed to
the elements, though it was unclear
how many had been removed by the
military and how many had been dam-
aged by the weather and fighting.

The Rah-e-Nijat operation was
launched by the military against the
Tehreek-e-Taleban Pakistan (TTP) and
its then-leader Baitullah Mehsud in
2009, displacing more than 72,000 fam-
ilies, according to the military. Seven
years later, some 42,000 families have
been sent back, head of development
Colonel Muhammad Imran told journal-
ists during a briefing earlier this month
in Shakai town, with another 30,000
expected by the end of 2016. 

Under ‘complete control’   
Pakistani authorities have rebuilt

roads, constructed health facilities and
schools and reinforced the water sup-
ply in villages in the area. “We are trying

to make all the facilities available for
IDPs (internally displaced people)
before their return,” Imran said. But the
lack of shelter, residents warn, will be a
serious issue. Traditionally roofs in
South Waziristan are built of wood and
iron sheets to hold off heavy winter
snows, but from the helicopter hun-
dreds could be seen with their wooden
skeletons bared and interiors exposed. 

The government says it is providing
up to 400,000 rupees ($4,000) to fami-

lies for the rebuilding of their homes.
“400,000 rupees is not a sufficient
amount even to build one room,” said
Haji Muhammad, 55, a tribal elder from
Makeen. “My family, especially women,
are anxiously waiting to go back but it
may not be possible,” he said. When
asked if the funds allocated were
enough to rebuild a house, develop-
ment head Imran said: “I can’t answer
to the question.” A senior military offi-
cial told AFP some $285 million is need-

ed to tackle reconstruction in FATA, but
the government has so far released
only $48 million, with $12.5 million of
that distributed to displaced families. 

Muhammad Aslam, from Kanigurm,
said the security situation was “peace-
ful” and “under complete control of
the military”. But only two rooms in his
three-story house are still standing, he
said-adding that he and the 20 mem-
bers of his extended family are “lucky”
to have that much. The 32-year-old

told AFP $15,000 in compensation
would be enough for the average
home. In neighboring North
Waziristan, resident Malik Muhammad
Ghulam said “the majority of the hous-
es” in the region’s administrative
headquarters Miranshah had been
demolished. “Authorities implement
curfew from 7:00 pm to 7:00 am... we
cannot even go to the market. (They)
tell us not to leave the compound of
our house.” —AFP

How to spot a militant: Pakistani 
army removes roofs in Waziristan

Security forces hunt down militants

SEOUL: For an hour each day, Kim Chung-seong, a
defector from North Korea and a Christian missionary,
takes to the microphone in a small Seoul studio. At 1
am, his show, “Hello from Seoul, the Republic of Korea,”
sends a mix of gospel music and news into North Korea,
defying the isolated state’s efforts to keep its people in
the dark about the world, religion and the truth about
its leaders. “Brothers and sisters in the North, I hope this
time can be a moment of prayer for a miracle that every
party member of North Korea at the party congress can
meet God, not take a further step into the cult of per-
sonality,” Kim said.

He was referring to the meeting of the North’s ruling
Workers’ Party this month, where young leader Kim
Jong Un was unanimously elevated to party chairman. “I
am desperately praying that North Korea’s Kim Jong Un
and all administrators under him kneel down in front of
God and repent for their sins, leave the path of torment-

ing their people,” Kim, who came to the South in 2004,
said in his studio at the Far East Broadcasting Company.
North Korea strictly bans access to outside information,
but a growing number of North Koreans consume illicit
media, including South Korean TV dramas that show the
prosperity of life across the heavily fortified border, via
contraband USB sticks and DVDs smuggled from China.

The impoverished North is still technically at war
with rich, democratic South Korea because their 1950-
53 conflict ended in a truce, not a treaty. It has also
been slapped with UN and other sanctions for its
nuclear and missile programs. Robert King, US special
envoy for North Korean human rights issues, told a
Senate panel in October that up to 29 percent of North
Koreans had listened to foreign radio and said the
medium, including the U.S. government’s Voice of
America, remained the most important way to get
information into the country.

Under the blanket
Kim Myung-jun, professor at Sogang University’s

school of mass communications in Seoul, said smug-
gled USB sticks and DVDs were more about entertain-
ment, whereas radio carried news. “Once you listen in,
you tend to keep listening under the blanket. It gets
you addicted,” he said. “AM radio stations like Far East
Broadcasting Company have pretty good signals and
can be listened to clearly in much of North Korea.” Kim,
the broadcaster, said he tried to delegitimize the three-
generation Kim family dictatorship and preach
Christian gospel on his show, often with fellow defec-
tors as guests.

“I am not saying everything is bad in North Korea,”
said Kim, 39, who has hosted the show for six years.
“But, for example, if the party congress is meant to wor-
ship one particular person and make 20 million people
that person’s slaves, that is meaningless. —Reuters

Good morning, N Korea! Defector preaches dangers of cult worship

Bones of 18th-century
priest shed new light

on Japan Christian past
TOKYO: Disguised as a samurai in kimono and topknot,
Italian missionary Giovanni Battista Sidotti stole ashore on a
small Japanese island in 1708, daring to enter a land hostile
to his Christian creed.  He was quickly captured by authori-
ties, who saw the alien faith as a threat to national identity,
and thrown in a prison for Christians, where torture was rou-
tine. Now, more than 300 years later, researchers using DNA
analysis have confirmed that remains unearthed from a
Tokyo construction site almost certainly belong to Sidotti-
and say they back up historical accounts of his treatment.

Sidotti helped shaped Japan’s view of the Western world
with his knowledge after he won over the nation’s leading
scholar of the day, historians say. But he fell from grace after
refusing to give up his faith and his final days and death have
been shrouded in mystery. Christian missionaries made aggres-
sive inroads in Japan in the 16th and 17th centuries, gaining
adherents among commoners and even powerful warlords.
But fears they were an advance guard for European colonialism
spurred a brutal crackdown long before Sidotti arrived.

Human jigsaw puzzles 
Three sets of bones were unearthed in July 2014 from

land that now forms the parking lot of an upscale condomini-
um but was once the site of the prison the Kirishitan Yashiki,
or Christian Mansion. Its only reminder today is a stone mark-
er commemorating the spot. National Museum of Nature and
Science researchers near Tokyo carefully cleaned the skeletal
fragments before piecing them together like human jigsaw
puzzles in a painstaking process that took more than six
months.  Kenichi Shinoda, the museum’s chief of anthropolo-
gy, analyzed DNA from a tooth and concluded that one of
them had the same genetic type as present day Italians. 

Japan’s historical records show that only two missionaries
from Italy had been held at the site, Sidotti and Giuseppe
Chiara. The latter was the model for the main character of a
Portuguese priest in late Japanese author Shusaku Endo’s
novel “Silence,” which director Martin Scorsese is turning into
an upcoming film. As records show that Chiara was cremated
after his death at 84, the unearthed remains are almost cer-
tain to be of Sidotti, who was 47 when he died in 1714,
researchers said. While detained at the prison, Japanese
Christians and foreign missionaries were tormented with
demands they renounce the banned religion-many did so
under duress.

‘Changed Japan’ 
While they feared foreign religion, Japanese officials also

craved Western knowledge and scientific insights harder to
obtain under the official policy of national seclusion from
1639. As part of his interrogations, Sidotti was questioned by
Japan’s top Confucian scholar, who developed a deep
respect for the Roman Catholic priest for his knowledge of
geography, languages and global affairs, experts in this case
explained. —AFP

WANA South Waziristan, Pakistan: In this photograph taken from a
Pakistani army helicopter, empty houses whose roofs have been
removed by the army during an operation are seen in the South
Waziristan tribal district on Pakistan’s border with Afghanistan. —AFP


