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LOS ANGELES: Donald Trump is fond of say-
ing Hispanics love him, but his Republicans
face an all-but-impossible task in winning
over the fast-growing, Democratic-leaning
group that the billionaire has alienated time
and again. In California, whose Republican
White House primary takes place June 7, the
Grand Old Party is facing a massive challenge
in the most populous US state where whites
no longer are a majority. Hispanics are the
largest US minority group and a majority of
Hispanic Americans are Mexican American;
Trump has enraged many by referring to
Mexicans as rapists and drug dealers, and
pledging to build a wall on the US-Mexico
border.

Ronald Reagan’s once-Republican-leaning
California has become increasingly diverse,
Hispanic and Democratic at the ballot box.
And no Republican has won presidential polls
in the state in over two decades.  “This is the
worst nightmare for the national Republican
party,” said Raul Hinojosa, Associate Professor
at the UCLA Department of Chicana and
Chicano Studies. “What has happened to the
Republican Party in California is that they
have become irrelevant electorally,” he said.
“They have no expectation of winning a sen-
ate or governor’s seat for the foreseeable
future.” According to a recent Gallup study 77
percent of Latinos have a negative view of
Trump, the presumptive Republican nominee.

Changing times, changing state
In California, Hispanics now make up the

largest single racial or cultural group and
account for 20 percent of the state’s four mil-
lion registered voters. “The Latino vote more
than doubled in the last  20 years,”  said
Hinojosa. And according to Diana Colin, of the
Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights of Los
Angeles, registered Republicans make up just
16.5 percent of the state’s Hispanic voters. To
glance around crowds at Trump speeches in
California these days, the billionaire business-
man and reality TV star appears to have had
success courting whites, Asian, men, women,

young people and old... but very few Latinos.
Among the anti-Trump protesters who regu-
larly picket his rallies, there are a great deal of
Hispanics toting signs denouncing the billion-
aire as “xenophobic” or “racist.” 

Sprint to voter registration
Trump has threatened to deport the coun-

try’s estimated 11 million undocumented
immigrants-which experts say has fueled a
surge in voter registration among Hispanics.
According to Political Data, a group that tracks
electoral data, two million new voters have
registered in California since January 1 - a 200-
percent jump compared to 2012. Half are
Democrat, and a quarter are Hispanic. “There
has been a huge Latino turnout,” said Colin. Of
course these are not all  Democrats,  but

Republicans are a small minority, Hinojosa
noted. And the hard demographic fact is that
Mexican Americans make up more than 60
percent of Hispanics in the United States. 

Many of them benefited from a massive
amnesty under the Ronald Reagan adminis-
tration in 1986. “The vast majority of (the
Latino) population is related to an undocu-
mented person-that share is very high, and
the sympathy is very in favor of immigrant
rights,” Colin stressed. But there are other
voices, too, among America’s Latino voters. In
the past, Cuban Americans tended to vote
Republican; some immigrants from South
American countries have warmed to Trump’s
tough stance on illegal migration, Hijonosa
said. “This notion that you’re the good guys,
you’re the legal immigrants,” explained.

Hiding in plain sight?
Delores Chavez, of the California Republican

National Hispanic Assembly, suspects the true
number of Latino Trump supporters may be
higher-and that they are simply afraid to go
public with their support. “There’s a lot of
Trump voters in the closet who are afraid of
being chastised if they say they support him,”
she said. But there is no denying that Hispanics
have become a demographic time bomb for the
Republicans. Aside from their clout in California,
Latinos are forecast to make up one third of the
US population by 2060, official data shows. That
would mean 30 to 40 million Latino voters in
the next 15 years, Hinojosa said. Many states,
thanks in part to that trend, are shifting demo-
graphically towards voting Democratic-such as
Texas and Florida, Hinojosa said. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s crackdown on Arab citizens
trying to join Islamic State in Syria or Iraq or to set
up cells at home have prevented the threat reach-
ing the scale seen in the West, an adviser to Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said in a magazine
interview. About 18 percent of Israel’s population
are Muslim Arabs, many of whom identify with the
Palestinian struggle, although they seldom take up
arms against the majority Jewish country.

However, a rash of defections to Islamic State-
held areas of Syria and Iraq and trials of Israeli citi-
zens for identifying with the militant group
prompted President Reuven Rivlin to warn in
January that “considerable radicalization” was tak-
ing root among Israel’s Arab minority. Eitan Ben-
David, head of the Counter-Terrorism Bureau in
Netanyahu’s office, told the bi-monthly journal
‘Israel Defense’ that “more than a few dozen, but
not more than 100” Israeli Arabs had joined Islamic
State’s ranks - and some might return.

“These foreign fighters can certainly pose a
grave danger internally, so the Shin Bet (security
service) and all the state system is doing very good
work in foiling this threat, which could be a kind of
spreading cancer,” Ben-David said. “To our satisfac-
tion, the situation is reasonable. It is not like any
European country, nor even America, or places like
China or Russia which have had a great number of
homegrown ISIS fighters,” he said, using an

acronym for Islamic State. Israel formally outlawed
Islamic State in 2014 and negotiated the repatria-
tion for trial of several Arab citizens who had joined
or tried to join the insurgents via Turkey or Jordan.

But government policy hardened last year after
one Israeli Arab used a paraglider to fly into an
Islamic State-controlled part of southern Syria and
after another who had served as a volunteer in
Israel’s army defected to the insurgents. Further
raising alarm, two video clips surfaced in October
in which Islamic State gunmen vowed in Arabic-
accented Hebrew to strike Israel. The group’s
leader, Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi, echoed the threat in
an audiotape released in December. But Ben-David
sounded circumspect about that prospect, citing
potentially more pressing dangers from Lebanon’s
Hezbollah guerrillas or Palestinian militants.

In an incident on Thursday, a Palestinian
woman tried to stab an Israeli soldier in the occu-
pied West Bank and was shot dead, the military
said. In the last half year, Palestinian attacks have
killed 28 Israelis and two visiting US citizens.
Israel i  forces have shot dead at least 196
Palestinians, 134 of whom Israel has said were
assailants. Others were killed in clashes and
protests. “When it comes to Islamic State, we wor-
ry about terrorist attacks against Israeli or Jewish
targets, including abroad, but we are not a main
target right now,” he said. — Reuters

Will Trump hit a wall with surging Hispanic vote?

Israel targets homegrown IS 

President warns of ‘radicalization’ in Arab minority
KIEV: Ukraine yesterday overhauled its
long-criticized legal system by adopting
Western standards that limit the immunity
of judges and establish an anti-corruption
court. The raft of measures is aimed at
bringing the former Soviet republic closer
to its ambition of applying for EU member-
ship by 2020. It is also seen as vital to kick-
starting an international support program
that could keep Ukraine’s floundering econ-
omy afloat. The war-scarred country has
been criticized for having a corruption-rid-
dled justice system that has put up road-
blocks to foreign investment and benefited
engrained political interests tied to a hand-
ful of powerful tycoons.  “We are restoring
Ukrainians’ right for the truth, the right for
justice,” President Petro Poroshenko told
lawmakers shortly before they approved
the measures almost unanimously.

“We are doing this for investors whom
we need to come to Ukraine, create jobs,
pay taxes and ensure our economic devel-
opment.” One of the more important
changes involves the establishment of an
independent anti-graft and intellectual
property body within the next 12 months.
Another strips court appointees of their full
immunity from prosecution and makes
them liable for crimes committed outside
the courtroom.  The new system also sets

up an independent panel for selecting
judges based on their professional merits
instead of their political or business ties.  

Poroshenko said more than 40 percent
of Ukraine’s current court members would
not qualify under the new ethics system.
The Western-backed leader has lost public
approval over his perceived failure to erase
a legacy of graft he inherited from a
Russian-backed administration that was
toppled during a February 2014 pro-EU
revolt. Earlier this year senior members of
Ukraine’s government submitted their res-
ignations over alleged backroom deals
struck with the help of oligarchs that deter-
mined important appointments and the
passage of legislation.  

The political storm culminated in the
resignation of Prime Minister Arseniy
Yatsenyuk and his replacement with parlia-
ment’s pro-Western speaker Volodymyr
Groysman in April. The Poroshenko pro-
tege has vowed to pursue economic and
political restructuring measures pushed by
Ukraine’s foreign allies and lenders such as
the International Monetary Fund. Deputy
presidential administration chief Oleksiy
Filatov said the new legal system-now
enshrined in the constitution-”will de-
politicize and ensure the independence of
the judiciary.” — AFP 

CALIFORNIA: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during a rally at the Sacramento International Jet Center in
California. — AFP 
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