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BERLIN: German lawmakers declared the
1915 massacre of Armenians by Ottoman
forces a “genocide” in a symbolic resolu-
tion yesterday which risks hurting relations
with Ankara just as Berlin and European
partners need its help in tackling the
migrant crisis. Turkey rejects the idea that
the killings of Christian Armenians during
World War One amounted to a genocide
and a spokesman for the ruling AK Party
responded swiftly to the vote, saying it had
“seriously damaged” relations.

Meanwhile, Turkey yesterday recalled its
ambassador to Germany. Speaking during a
visit to Kenya, Erdogan said recalling the
ambassador for consultations was a “first
step” and that the Turkish government
would consider further steps to be taken in
response to the vote. Turkish Prime
Minister Binali Yildirim called the German
decision a “historic error.” Yildirim said that
Turkish people take pride in their past and
that “there is no event in our past that
would cause us to bow down our heads in
embarrassment.” Armenia’s foreign minis-
ter welcomed the vote.

Turkey’s prime minister has con-
demned the motion as “irrational” and said
it will test the friendship between the
NATO partners. The timing could not be
worse for Merkel, who has championed a
deal with Turkey under which Ankara has
agreed to stem the flow of refugees to

Europe in return for cash, visa-free travel
rights and accelerated talks on European
Union membership.

Merkel was powerless to stop the sym-
bolic resolution, which was initiated by the
opposition Greens and was also backed by
lawmakers in her conservative bloc and the
Social Democrats. “With one vote against
and one abstention, this resolution has
been passed by a remarkable majority of
the German Bundestag,” said Norbert
Lammert, the president of the lower house
of parliament. In a sign of the sensitivities,
neither Merkel, her foreign minister nor her
vice chancellor took part in the vote,
although she did back it in an internal party
straw poll this week. Nearly a dozen other
EU countries, including France, have passed
similar resolutions.

Berlin has already had a taste of the
expected backlash from Ankara. “We wish
Germany would not allow such an irrational
issue,” Turkish Prime Minister Binali Yildirim
told ruling party members yesterday, hours
before the vote. On Wednesday he
described the vote as “ridiculous”. “It was
an ordinary event that occurred during
wartime conditions in 1915,” he said at a
news conference. The nature and scale of
the killings remain highly contentious.
Turkey accepts that many Armenians died
in partisan fighting beginning in 1915, but
denies that up to 1.5 million were killed and

that this constituted an act of genocide, a
term used by many Western historians and
foreign parliaments.

Migrant deal threat?
German officials hope the vote will not

scupper the EU-Turkey migrant deal, which
has been under a cloud since Turkish
President Tayyip Erdogan pushed out his
prime minister last month and began ques-
tioning parts of the agreement. They say
Erdogan has a strong interest in making the
migrants deal work and will not allow this
to get in the way.  Addressing parliament
before the votes, several lawmakers
stressed they did not want to point a finger
at the current Turkish government but
rather wanted to bolster reconciliation
efforts between Turkey and Armenia.

“We know from our own experience
how difficult and painful it is to work
through the past ... but only in this way can
human trust and strength grow,” said Social
Democrat Rolf Muetzenich. Armenia wel-
comed the resolution. The foreign ministry
said Turkish authorities “are continuing to
obstinately reject the undeniable fact of
genocide”. The resolution could also raise
tensions with Germany’s roughly 3.5 mil-
lion-strong Turkish community. Over a
thousand Turks demonstrated against the
resolution on Saturday in front of the
Reichstag building in Berlin. — Agencies 
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BERLIN: Three Syrian men with suspect-
ed links to Islamic State have been arrest-
ed in Germany on suspicion of planning
an attack here, the federal public prose-
cutor said yesterday. It said in a statement
that 27-year-old Hamza C, 25-year-old
Mahood B and 31-year-old Abd Arahman
AK had been arrested in the states of
North Rhine-Westphalia, Brandenburg
and Baden-Wuerttemberg. Their homes
were being searched. The federal public
prosecutor also said that an arrest war-
rant had been issued for another Syrian
man, 25-year-old Saleh A.

Two of the accused - Saleh A and

Hamza C - had joined IS in Syria in the
spring of 2014 and received the task from
IS leaders to carry out an attack on the old
town of Duesseldorf, a city in western
Germany, the federal prosecutor said. They
later persuaded the other men to take part
in the attack, the prosecutor said. Saleh A
and Hamza C planned for two men to blow
themselves up on the Heinrich-Heine-
Allee, a busy road in the city centre, and
then other attackers were expected to kill
as many pedestrians as many passers-by as
possible with guns and explosive devices,
the statement said. The prosecutor said
there was no evidence that the suspects

had actually started concretely implement-
ing the attack plans. 

Sweden - bomb plot 
In another development, a 20-year-old

Swede was sentenced to five years in
prison yesterday for preparing to build a
bomb to carry out a suicide attack, a court
said. “The man had gathered information
on bomb-building from the Internet and
downloaded propaganda from IS,” the
Attunda District Court said. “He is now sen-
tenced to five years in prison for preparing
to commit a terrorist crime.”

The man, named as Aydin Sevigin, was

found guilty of buying materials such as a
pressure cooker and ball bearings to make
a bomb, intending to blow himself up in a
suicide attack. The Prosecution Authority
believe the man had earlier tried to join
the jihadist group Islamic State in Syria,
but was twice stopped in Turkey and sent
back to Sweden. Sweden has not been hit
by a large-scale militant attack, but local
media reported in April that authorities
received intelligence about a possible
attack on the capital by Islamic State mili-
tants. In 2010 a suicide bomber died when
his bomb belt went off prematurely in cen-
tral Stockholm. — Agencies 
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BERLIN: Armenian clergy men and activists react after law makers voted to recognize the Armenian genocide after a
debate during the 173rd sitting of the Bundestag, the German lower house of parliament yesterday. — AFP 

Who are the Niger 
Delta Avengers?

LAGOS: Nigeria has been hit by growing unrest in the coun-
try’s oil-producing south by a new militant group calling itself
the Niger Delta Avengers. Here is what is known about them:

What’s the story so far?   
The Avengers describe themselves as young, well-educated

“worthy outlaws” and have since early 2016 been attacking
Nigeria’s oil and gas infrastructure, helping drag production to
20-year lows. They demand an independent state and want
international oil companies out of the region. 

Who are they?   
“Even the Nigerian security services are not 100 percent

sure what they are up against,” Dirk Steffen, from the
Denmark-based Risk Intelligence firm said. Still, given their
ability to execute attacks on critical oil and gas infrastruc-
ture, it’s likely some members were part of former militant
organizations, he added. But the group’s level of organiza-
tion is under debate. “The Avengers may not be a defined
group of people, except for a core of maybe 100-150 people
or so,” said Steffen. 

Why now?  
In 2009, Nigeria reached a ceasefire with militant groups

which previously disrupted oil production and introduced an
amnesty program. That gave former rebels a monthly stipend
and jobs training in the oil industry as welders, divers and
technicians. But after the economy took a nosedive following
the crash in global oil prices, Nigeria’s President Muhammadu
Buhari has struggled to pay for the amnesty program. He has
even hinted at winding it down, making some 30,000 ex-mili-
tants on the payroll angry. He has also ended lucrative security
contracts with former militants to protect pipelines. 

What else?
Buhari, from the majority Muslim north, has charged

prominent politicians and ex-militants from the oil-rich most-
ly Christian south with corruption. That’s stoked longstanding
animosity between the north and the south-an opposition
stronghold-with some criticizing his anti-graft fight as a
“political witch-hunt”.

What makes them different?
Like previous militant groups, the Avengers want a greater

share of oil revenue, amnesty payments, and clean-up and
compensation for spills. But they also have a series of political
demands that culminate in the creation of an independent
Niger Delta state. They demand the release of pro-Biafra
leader Nnamdi Kanu, who has been imprisoned on charges of
“treasonable felony”, and say members of Buhari’s All
Progressives Congress (APC) should face corruption trials like
the opposition People’s Democratic Party (PDP). 

Who supports them?
“The Avengers and other groups that have popped up in

recent months are likely getting some support from former
and current PDP members,” Philippe de Pontet, Sub-Saharan
Africa analyst at risk consultancy firm Eurasia Group, said in a
recent report. “It was always expected that there would be
backlash to the Buhari administration in the region. If any-
thing, the surprise is that the first 10 months of Buhari’s term
were as quiet as they were.” — AFP 


