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Sydney’s central business district is lit up during the Vivid Sydney festival yesterday. Vivid Sydney, an annual festival of light, music and ideas, runs from May 27 to June 18. — AFP

Hermes was thrown onto the defensive on
Tuesday over claims of cruelty at a farm that
allegedly supplies skins used in its luxury

handbags, the second such allegations in a year. A
spokeswoman for animal rights group PETA used
the French fashion house’s AGM in Paris to grill
Hermes CEO Axel Dumas about a video showing
ostriches being slaughtered at a farm in South Africa.

PETA France spokeswoman Isabelle Goetz, who
bought a share in Hermes to secure a seat at the
AGM, condemned the suffering of ostriches at the
farm which she called an “exclusive Hermes suppli-
er”. “Will Hermes someday stop using exotic skins?”
she asked Dumas and other members of the
group’s board, in front of hundreds of shareholders.

Dumas insisted that Hermes had “no exclusive
ostrich supplier” and said the company “fully meets
its responsibilities in its partnerships with farms
with which we work”.

“We ask all our partners to not only respect
international laws but also Hermes’ rules, which are
much stricter,” he said. The PETA video, which was
published online in February, shows an ostrich
being rammed into a pen to be stunned and then
having its throat slit in front of other birds. A work-
er at the farm told PETA the facility supplied skins
used by Prada as well as Hermes. In a statement at
the time, Hermes said it sourced its ostrich leather
from tanneries, which were regularly vetted by the
company, and not directly from farms.

Hermes was thrust into the spotlight last year by
a PETA film exposing maltreatment of crocodiles
and alligators at farms in Texas and Zimbabwe. In
the wake of that expose, British singer Jane Birkin
asked Hermes to remove her name from its iconic
crocodile-skin Birkin bag.  Hermes said it was
“shocked” by the images and promised to investi-
gate the allegations. — AFP

Hermes hit by ostrich farm cruelty claims

This file photo shows Eunis Chan modelling
a Matte White Himalaya Niloticus Crocodile

Diamond Birkin with 18K gold and diamond
hardware-one of the most valuable hand-

bags in the world-during a preview at
Christie’s in Hong Kong. — AFP

With its anonymous sprawl of skyscrapers
and factories linked by busy highways,
the southern Chinese manufacturing

megacity of Shenzhen might not appear at first to
be the best place to do some sightseeing during a
business trip. Yes, the city is a magnet for foreign
business travelers, many of whom come expressly
to visit factories and meet suppliers, but it’s still far
off the beaten tourist path. And that makes any
effort to discover local attractions more rewarding
than prowling the cl iched and overpriced
nightspots of neighboring Hong Kong or jostling
with the crowds at the shopping malls and histori-
cal sites of Beijing and Shanghai.

On a recent trip to Shenzhen from my base in
Hong Kong, I discovered the tranquil charm of OCT
Loft, a cluster of old factory buildings that’s been
converted into an art and design zone. A visit to
OCT Loft, located in the Nanshan neighborhood,
was a welcome antidote to Shenzhen’s hyper-
urban intensity. I took a cab from downtown and
20 minutes later, as we left the wide main road,

high-rise tower blocks gave way to narrow streets
lined with leafy trees and bicycle paths.

The district’s low-rise buildings are filled with
design studios, architects’ offices, art galleries, bars
and restaurants. There’s a Starbucks, but thankfully
that was the only multinational franchise around.
Finding your way around is easy thanks to metal
maps set into the walkways. Buildings are helpfully
denoted by simple combinations of letters and
numbers: A4, B3.

Disused pieces of factory equipment painted
bright red were set up on the pathways as a
reminder of the area’s recent industrial past. An
oversized machine press stood on a walkway
paved with skinny red bricks. Nearby were two
rustic cafes, their outdoor seats hidden by an
array of potted plants and shaded by mature
trees, and I stopped at one of them for a glass of
iced lemon tea.

The district is also a great place to see contem-
porary art. Murals adorn walls and the sides of
buildings; paintings and sculptures are on display

at galleries; and big exhibitions are held at OCT
Contemporary Art Terminal, or OCAT. (The current
show, “Digging a Hole in China,” runs until June 26
and features video and other multimedia works by
12 Chinese artists on the concept of land.)

It was almost time to head back to Hong Kong.
But first, I treated myself to a slice of a slice of
cheesecake (20 yuan; $3) at SE Artspace, a mini-
malist space in white and gray, where a lounge
version of “Every Breath You Take” by The Police
playing in the background. Art and photo books
lined shelves on the wall and were piled on top of
a Chinese cabinet by the front door. OCT Loft itself
is part of a wider tourist district that includes
theme parks and hotels known as Overseas
Chinese Town. The state-owned company that
runs it also operates an ecotourism resort called
OCT East on the other side of the city. There’s also a
shopping district called OCT Bay. — AP

People stand in front of an ivy-clad building in the art and design zone OCT
Loft in Shenzhen, China

Bicycle wheels form part of an artwork in front of a cafe in the OCT Loft district
of Shenzhen, China.

A mural adorns a wall in the art and design zone OCT Loft. — AP photos

A mural adorns the side of a building in the art and design zone OCT Loft. Disused factory equipment such as an industrial press are repurposed as
pieces of public art in the OCT Loft as a reminder of the area’s industrial past.
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