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Color me!

The Burj Al is a hotel located in Dubai,
United Arab Emirates. It is the third
tallest hotel in the world; however,

39% of its total height is made up of non-
occupiable space. Burj Al Arab stands on
an artificial island 280 meters from
Jumeirah beach and is connected to the
mainland by a private curving bridge. The
shape of the structure is designed to mimic
the sail of a ship. It has a helipad near the
roof at a height of 210 meters above
ground. The beachfront area where Burj Al
Arab and Jumeirah Beach Hotel are located
was previously called Chicago Beach. The
hotel is located on an island of reclaimed
land 280 meters offshore of the beach of
the former Chicago Beach Hotel.  The
locale’s name had its origins in the Chicago
Bridge & Iron Company which at one time
welded giant floating oil storage tanks,
known locally as Kazzans on the site.

The old name persisted after the old
Hotel was demolished in 1997. Dubai
Chicago Beach Hotel remained as the
Public Project Name for the construction
phase of Burj Al Arab Hotel until Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
announced the new name.

Features
Several features of the hotel required

complex engineering feats to achieve. The
hotel rests on an artificial island construct-
ed 280 m (920 ft) offshore. To secure a
foundation, the builders drove 230 forty-
meter-long (130 ft) concrete piles into the
sand. 

Engineers created a ground/surface lay-
er of large rocks, which is circled with a
concrete honeycomb pattern, which serves
to protect the foundation from erosion. It
took three years to reclaim the land from
the sea, while it took fewer than three
years to construct the building itself. The
building contains over 70,000 m3 of con-
crete and 9,000 tons of steel. 

Inside the building, the atrium is 180
meters tall. 

Burj Al Arab is the world’s third tallest
hotel (not including buildings with mixed
use). The structure of the Rose Rayhaan,
also in Dubai, is 11 meters taller than Burj
Al Arab.

Rooms
The hotel is managed by the Jumeirah

Group. Despite its size, Burj Al Arab holds
only 28 double-story floors which accom-
modate 202 bedroom suites. The smallest
suite occupies an area of 169 m2 (1,820 sq
ft), the largest covers 780 m2 (8,400 sq ft).

Suites feature design details that juxta-
pose east and west. White columns show
great influence. Bathrooms are accented
by mosaic tile patterns.

The Royal Suite, billed at US$ 24,000 per
night, is listed at number 12 on World’s 15
most expensive hotel suites compiled by
CNN Go in 2012.

The Burj Al Arab is very popular with
the Chinese market, which made up 25
percent of all bookings at the hotel in 2011
and 2012.

The Burj Al Arab
Cool Fridge

Magnets
What You Need

o Old magnets
o Thin cardboard or paper
o Pencils/crayons
o Glue

Instructions
1. Cut a shape out of your card-

board or paper. This can be
an animal, star, person etc.

2. Color and decorate the shape
anyway you’d like.

3. Glue your shape onto the top
of the old magnet.

4. Wait until everything is dry-
your personalized magnet is
now ready to put on the
fridge!

What You Need
o Empty soda or water bottle
o Balloon
o Baking soda
o Vinegar
o Paper towel

Instructions
1. Tear the paper towel in half. Take one half and tear

it in half again. You will use one of these smaller
squares as your wrapper.

2. Place about a tablespoon of baking soda on your
wrapper. Fold it up and twist the ends closed so
that the baking soda is neatly inside.

3. Pour about 1/4 cup of vinegar into your bottle,
and add the wrapper of baking soda.

4. Quickly place the balloon securely over the top of
the bottle and watch the balloon blow up by
itself!

Note
You can swirl the liquid in the bottle to help the

two chemicals react once the balloon is fastened to
the top.

This experiment works because the vinegar and
baking soda mixed together produce a gas which fills
the bottle and the balloon. The paper towel is used to
protect the baking soda for a short period of time
while the balloon gets placed on the bottle.

Blow It Up

Garden Chicken Salad
You’ll Need
* 1/2 cup plain, nonfat Greek-style yogurt
* 1/4 cup low-fat mayonnaise
* 1/2 teaspoon salt
* 1/2 teaspoon black pepper
* 1 large celery stalk, finely chopped
* 1/4 cup red onion, finely chopped
* 1/3 cup grapes, cut in half
* 2 cups leftover roasted chicken, chopped into

1/2-inch pieces
* 4 cups romaine lettuce, coarsely chopped

Directions
1. In a large bowl, combine yogurt, mayonnaise,

salt, pepper, celery, red onion, grapes, and
chicken.

2. Mix gently until everything is well coated in
dressing.

3. Divide lettuce between four bowls.
4. Top each bowl with some chicken salad.

Serve cold.

1 The French language has seventeen different words for ‘surrender’.
2 Nearly three percent of the ice in Antarctic glaciers is penguin urine.
3 Bob Dylan’s real name is Robert Zimmerman.
4 A crocodile can’t poke its tongue out :p
5 Sea otters hold hands when they sleep so they don’t drift away from each other.
6 A small child could swim through the veins of a blue whale.
7 Bin Laden’s death was announced on 1st May 2011. Hitler’s death was announced on

1st May 1945.
8 J.K. Rowling chose the unusual name ‘Hermione’ so young girls wouldn’t be teased for

being nerdy!
9 Hewlett-Packard’s name was decided in a coin toss.
10 About 8,000 Americans are injured by musical instruments each year

Did you know..?
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