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LAUSANNE: Professional boxers will compete at
the Rio de Janeiro Olympics after the interna-
tional boxing association AIBA approved a con-
stitutional change yesterday, its president said.
AIBA boss Ching-Kuo Wu said the change of the
AIBA constitution was approved with 95 percent
in favor - 84 of 88 voting members-paving the
way for professionals to fight for medals for the
first time at the Olympics starting on Aug 5. “We
approved it and now they can compete,” he said.
Some 26 Olympic spots will be up for grabs
when fighters compete at a qualifying tourna-
ment in Venezuela next month, with a total of
286 boxers - 236 men and 50 women set to com-
pete in Rio’s boxing events. AIBA spokesman
Nicolas Jomard said there would be no wild
cards, with the age limit at 40 for the athletes.

The move has drawn considerable criticism as
many argue it would be unfair to amateur box-
ers who have trained for the Games for years

and may now have to make way for the profes-
sionals. Former world heavyweight champion
Mike Tyson, who as an amateur won gold at the
1981 and 1982 Junior Olympic Games, has
branded the move “ridiculous”. “It’s ridiculous, it’s
foolish, and some of the pro fighters are going to
get beat by the amateurs. It’s just going to hap-
pen, I really believe that,” the 49-year-old told
Reuters last week. He said the three rounds in
the Olympics would work in favor of the ama-
teurs, with professionals used to fighting as
many as 12 rounds.

Northern Ireland’s Carl Frampton, a former
amateur who has won WBA and IBF world title
belts at super-bantamweight, was also against
allowing professionals into the Olympics.
“They’re two different sports. It’s like a bad-
minton player playing tennis,” he said on Twitter.
Jomard rejected claims of a disparity. “There has
been a lot of talk about disparity of level,”

Jomard said. “But it is not true.” He said profes-
sionals would just need to adapt to a different
set of rules that was Olympic boxing. “Olympic
boxing has existed for decades and it is for them
(professionals) to adapt and not the other way
around. Why should we adapt for a minority?”
“We are acting for the Olympic legacy of boxing.
This is not just a one-off thing.”

Under Wu’s leadership, AIBA set up the semi-
professional World Series Boxing (WSB) in 2011
in which fighters earned money competing for
city-based teams. He also introduced women’s
boxing at the Olympics in London in 2012. Some
of those WSB boxers have already secured places
at the Rio Games. Amateur boxing has had its
share of Olympic champions who have gone on
to become top professionals, among them
Muhammad Ali, Joe Frazier, George Foreman,
Lennox Lewis, Oscar De La Hoya and Vladimir
Klitschko. — Reuters
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NEW YORK: Indianapolis 500 winner
Alexander Rossi literally coasted to victory at
the Brickyard in the 100th running of the race
on Sunday but his triumph was anything but
worry free. IndyCar series rookie Rossi won the
fabled race after a bold tactical move to forgo
refueling to save time and in this individualist
sport relied on help from his Andretti
Autosport team mates to make it to the finish.
Rossi says he ran out of gas at Turn Four of the
famed Indianapolis Motor Speedway oval with
about 440 yards left. “I was just praying that
there was nobody coming up behind me,” the
24-year-old Californian told Reuters on
Tuesday. “It was the longest trip from Turn Four
to the start/finish line.”

He had petered down to 130 miles per
hour (209 km per hour) by the time he got the
chequered flag, almost 100 mph (161 kph)
slower than he should have been, but still
crossed the line with more than four seconds
to spare. “I kept looking at the Yard of Bricks
(marking the finish), looking at my rearview
mirror, saying ‘Please, may nobody come and
pass me.’ “When I finally got my car over the
finishing line I looked to my right and it was
‘Yeah, we did it. Thank god’,” Rossi said from
the Empire State Building Observation Deck
on the 86th floor about the moment that he
felt on top of the world.

Standing next to the giant silver Borg-
Warner Trophy whose Art-Deco design looked
at home in the iconic Manhattan skyscraper,
Rossi praised his fellow Andretti team drivers.
“One of the ways we found most efficient to

saving fuel was being in the draft of others,”
said Rossi. “So Townsend (Bell) helped me out
quite a bit by towing me around for probably
about 12 laps and Ryan (Hunter-Reay, the 2014
Indy 500 winner) helped me at the end by tow-
ing me for four laps. “It was a huge team effort
from Andretti Autosport.”

Team mate Carlos Munoz finished second
as Rossi’s No 98 Honda finally came to rest
short of the pit entrance. Rossi, who joined the
Andretti team after driving on the Formula
One circuit, said pulling together as a team was
not unusual for them. “The four team mates
and the fifth added for the 500 are an incredi-
bly close knit group and after every day we sit
down in a circle and discuss our individual day
and what worked and what didn’t work,” said
Rossi after only his second race on an oval.
“That’s how as a unit, as a team, we move for-
ward.” Since winning the Indy 500, time has
been a blur for Rossi, who lost count of how
many interviews he had done with media dur-
ing a whirlwind day in New York. “It’s been
insane,” said Rossi, breaking into a laugh when
asked if he was in danger of running out of gas.
“I’ll be honest, I’m a little bit on the limit. “But
it’s an amazing city, to be able to come to New
York, and a great opportunity and this place
gives you energy.” Along with all the attention
came a first prize of $2.5 million. “I’ll get
through it, I’m young enough. It’s been crazy. I
had no idea from when I got out of the car on
Sunday afternoon what was going to come. It’s
been an amazing experience. I’ll remember
these days for the rest of my life.” — Reuters
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NEW DELHI: India’s boxing star Mary Kom is
seeking a wildcard entry to the Olympics
after a loss last month during qualifying saw
her dreams of competing in Rio shattered, an
official said yesterday. Kom, a former five-
time world champion and a household name
in India, was left devastated after losing a cru-
cial bout at the Women’s World Boxing
Championships in Kazakhstan. Kom needed
to reach the semifinals to book an Olympic
spot but lost in the second round to
Germany’s Azize Nimani, triggering reports
the 33-year-old was mulling retirement.

India’s boxing committee has now lodged
a request with the sport’s world association
for a wildcard spot for Kom, the senior boxing
official said on condition of anonymity. “We...
have this responsibility of trying to see
whether Mary with all her accomplishments
over the last 15 years can represent India at
the Olympics,” the official said. “We first took

her consent and once she said yes, we decid-
ed to go ahead with our efforts.” But Kom, an
2012 Olympic bronze medallist in the 51 kilo-
gram category, faces an uphill battle to
secure a spot. Only one wildcard entry is on
offer in Rio in August in each of the three
women’s boxing categories, the official said.
Wildcard entries are announced at the end of
all boxing qualifying events, which wrap up
at the end of this month with men’s events in
Azerbaijan. Kom, a mother of three and one
of the country’s most successful sports stars,
has kept a low profile since losing the bout.
Hailing from a poor family in the long-
neglected and remote state of Manipur, her
life inspired a Bollywood biopic in 2014 called
“Mary Kom”. The International Boxing
Association suspended India’s federation in
2012 due to election malpractices, but has
approved a provisional committee to run the
sport in India. — AFP 
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OREGON: Justin Gatlin of the United States wins the 100 meter dash at Hayward Field on May 28, 2016 in Eugene, Oregon. — AFP 

ROME: American sprint star Justin Gatlin might
be used to hogging the limelight, but there’s a
strong chance he’ll be overshadowed at today’s
Diamond League meet in Rome by one of the
strongest ever Kenyan steeplechase line-ups.
With no less than 50 Olympic,  world or
European medalists or Diamond League win-
ners at the Golden Gala Pietro Mennea, the fifth
leg of the 2016 IAAF Diamond League at Rome’s
Stadio Olimpico will be another stage for fine-
tuning ahead of the Rio Olympics in August.
Gatlin has form in the Italian capital, last year
tying Maurice Greene’s record of four wins at
the Golden Gala and breaking Usain Bolt ’s
meeting record with 9.75sec.

Gatlin, the 2004 Olympic champion who was
banned for doping between 2006 and 2010,
clocked a wind-assisted 9.88 seconds at Eugene
last week. The world number one took the tape
ahead of Jamaican Asafa Powell and American
Tyson Gay and will doubtless seek to extend
that form heading into the Rio Games. The
100m line-up also features Asian record holder
Femi Ogunode, European record holder Jimmy

Vicaut and South African record holder Akani
Simbine. But the blue riband event could well
be eclipsed by the men’s 3000m steeplechase,
which promises to be an electric race.

All three podium finishers from the 2015
Beijing world championships will be in Rome:
four-time world champion and reigning
Olympic champion Ezekiel Kemboi, Brimin
Kipruto and Conseslus Kipruto. To that trio are
added two more Kenyans in the shape of
Golden Gala record holder Paul Kipsiele Koech
and Jairus Birech, winner of the two last editions
of the Diamond Race who has announced he
would this season target the world record set by
Kenyan-born Qatari  Saif  Saeed Shaheen
(7:53.63) in 2004.

Other stand-out events include the men’s
high jump in which Italian all-comers record-
holder Mutaz Essa Barshim of Qatar (2.41m) will
come up against home hero and World Indoor
champion Gianmarco Tamberi. Also in the field
are Ukraine’s Bohdan Bondarenko, world cham-
pion in Moscow 2013 and European champion
in Zurich 2014, and world silver medallists

Zhang Guowei and Robbie Grabarz, who won at
the Olympic Stadium in 2012. South African
sprinting sensation Wayde Van Niekerk has risen
to fame as the only male athlete to have run the
100m sub-10sec, the 200m sub-20sec and the
400m sub-44sec. And the world 400m champion
will face Qatar’s world indoor silver medallist
Abdelalelah Haroun, Botswana’s Isaac Makwala
and Grenada’s Bralon Taplin over one lap.

The men’s 200m features American hopeful
Trayvon Bromell, world indoor champion in the
60m and world bronze in the 100m, out to break
the 20-sec barrier. In-form South African Caster
Semenya will race the women’s 800m having dom-
inated her rivals in the Diamond League meets in
Doha and Rabat. In Rome she will be up against
the Beijing worlds podium in Marina Arzamasova,
Melissa Bishop and Eunice Sum, the top-two of the
World Indoor Championships in Portland Francine
Nyonsaba and Ajee Wilson and European champi-
ons Linsey Sharp and Selina Buchel. Ethiopia’s
world 5000m champion Almaz Ayana will try to
better the Rome record of 14:23.46 set by compa-
triot Tirunesh Dibaba. — AFP 
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INDIANAPOLIS: Alexander Rossi of the United States, driver of the #98 Andretti
Herta Autosport Honda Dallara, poses during a photoshoot after winning the
100th running of the Indianapolis 500 at Indianapolis Motorspeedway on May
30, 2016. — AFP 

LONDON: India will begin the defense of its Champions
Trophy title against arch-rivals Pakistan at next year’s tourna-
ment in England and Wales, the International Cricket Council
announced yesterday. The June 4 2017 clash between the
sub-continental giants will take place at the Edgbaston
ground in Birmingham-a city with one of the largest Asian
populations in England. 

India-Pakistan is arguably the biggest fixture in interna-
tional cricket, drawing huge worldwide television audiences,
which in turn help attract major sponsors. As a result, it’s no
surprise when ICC events, such as last year’s World Cup and
this year’s World Twenty20, see the two countries in the
same group, with officials reluctant to miss out on an India-
Pakistan game by having one or other side bow out before
the knockout phase.

And with government interference often scuppering
bilateral India-Pakistan fixtures, next year’s Champions
Trophy clash will be eagerly awaited by millions of fans
around the world. “No doubt we want to try and pit India
versus Pakistan in our event,” said ICC chief executive David
Richardson at the tournament launch at The Oval yesterday-
exactly a year before the 2017 Champions Trophy starts.
Former South Africa wicket-keeper Richardson added: “It’s
massive around the world, and it’s probably no coincidence
the two keep ending up in the same group.”

‘Intense event’
India beat England by five runs at Edgbaston in a rain-

reduced final to win the Champions Trophy, a tournament
for the world’s top eight 50-over one-day international (ODI)
nations, at the last edition in 2013. “Having won the event in
2013, we know how intense this event can be and we are

under no illusion that it will be any different next year,” said
India captain MS Dhoni in an ICC statement. The 2017 open-
er at The Oval, Surrey’s headquarters in south London, on
June 1 sees England up against Bangladesh, who knocked
them out of last year’s 50-over World Cup with a stunning
win in Adelaide.

World champions Australia will start their bid to win a third
Champions Trophy against New Zealand at Edgbaston on
June 2, 2017 in a repeat of the 2015 World Cup final. The 2017
Champions Trophy will run from June 1-18, with the three
venues-The Oval, Edgbaston and Cardiff-the same grounds
that were used for the 2013 edition. The top eight sides in the
50-over world rankings as at September 30 2015 have quali-
fied for the tournament and that meant there was no place for
World Twenty20 champions the West Indies, beaten to eighth
spot by Pakistan. World champions Australia are in a Group A
also featuring New Zealand, England and Bangladesh, back in
the tournament for the first time since 2006. Group B compris-
es India, South Africa, Sri Lanka and Pakistan.

The top two teams in each group will go forward to semi-
finals at Cardiff, the capital of Wales, and Edgbaston on June
14 and 15 respectively, with The Oval, staging the final. Unlike
2013, there will be a reserve day in place for next year’s final.
England and Wales Cricket Board director - events, Steve
Elworthy said: “The ICC Champions Trophy was a huge success
in 2013, with packed grounds and thrilling cricket, so we look
forward to welcoming it back to England and Wales this time
next year.” The former South Africa paceman added: “It will
start three years of global events in England and Wales, with
the ICC Women’s World Cup following shortly after and then
the ICC Cricket World Cup in 2019. “It is without doubt an
exciting time for cricket in this country.” — AFP 
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LAHORE: Pakistan’s chief cricket selector Inzamam-ul-Haq (top) supervises a skill camp at Gadaffi stadium
in Lahore. — AP 


