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BAMAKO: A group of young men with
muscles to rival Popeye are hoping to
make explosive arm wrestling bouts a
national pastime in Mali after showcas-
ing their skills in the first international
tournament the country has hosted.
Sibiri “Superman” Traore and Mamadou
“the German” Sylla fought it out with
arms seemingly cut from rock at last
week’s championship. A hip-high table
painted in the colors of the Malian flag
stood between them, with a referee on
either side, one of whom shouted “Go”
to set them off.

As they grappled, crowds in the sta-
dium shouted encouragement and
filmed the action on their smart-

phones. The game was a matter of sec-
onds, biceps straining and trembling
until-slam! - Traore released his grip
from Sylla’s planted hand before bask-
ing in the crowd’s adulation. It was only
one of Traore’s victories that day. He
was later crowned “champion of cham-
pions,” punching the air with delight,
his waistband poking out above his
jeans. The Malian Arm Wrestling
Federation (FMBS) organised a compe-
tition boasting two weight categories
and overseen by Willy Deneumostier,
secretary general of the sport’s global
body, formed in 1977. “I came to get an
update on the invitation of Mali’s first
lady,” said Deneumostier, a Belgian. The

president’s wife Keita Aminata Maiga is
the honorary president of the group.

Must be ‘explosive’    
Many in Mali are new to the idea of

the sport as something other than a
way of solving childish disputes. But
arm wrestling has its own techniques
to master,  said Frenchman Hadji
Ibrahim, who travelled to Bamako for
the competition. “A match takes one
or two seconds. It’s all about momen-
tum, it has to be explosive, so we have
to be concentrated on that ‘go’,”
Ibrahim said. “There are lots of techni-
cal movements to do, there is a lot of
training at the table to learn the tech-

niques, positions, starting points,” he
added. For superfan Boubacar Sidiki, 17,
arm wrestling is a way of life that he
wants to see become as popular as foot-
ball or basketball, Mali’s national sports.
“We have to encourage Malians to prac-
tice it just as they do other sports. One
day, I hope to be one of the competi-
tors,” said Boubacar. Also watching curi-
ously from the sidelines was Mariam
Sidibe, 18, who hopes a women’s com-
petition will be next to emerge in Mali. “I
know for now it’s just guys, but every-
one could do it,” she said.

The Malian arm wrestling associa-
tion has existed since 2001. Its claimed
membership of 250 shows the sport

may have some way to go before
threatening football for spectators.
Competitor Hadji says it is a matter of
organization that African nations must
resolve if they are to rival the likes of
Russia, whose contestants dominate
the world of arm wrestling. “When the
Russians come to world champi-
onships, they bring 50 or so competi-
tors,” rather than just three or four rep-
resenting African nations. The sport’s
visibility in Africa remains low-but
South Africa did host the 2004 world
championships. “There are federations
which are starting up-but they are in
their infancy and aren’t very experi-
enced,” said Hadji. —AFP

Mali’s arm wrestlers grapple for recognition
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LONDON: Luke Dorn insists Castleford are
still dreaming big as the Super League club
look to bounce back from their defeat
against Wigan. Losing to Wigan snapped a
three-game winning streak for Castleford
and dropped them to seventh in the Super
League table. But, ahead of their clash with
Yorkshire rivals Huddersfield tomorrow, for-
mer Sydney Rooster Dorn is confident
Castleford can still crack the top four. To do
that they will need to close a seven-point
gap on fourth placed Wigan, while top of
the table Hull FC are only two points fur-
ther clear. 

After a stunning win over Warrington
earlier this month at Magic Weekend, Dorn
and company have proved they can beat
anyone on their day.  And the 33-year-old
Australian, who has announced he is retir-
ing at the end of the season after an 11-
year spell in England, is still aiming to go
out on top. “From the first day I got here to
now our game has evolved year on year,
and even from month to month at times,”
Dorn said. “I don’t think we’re the finished
article, but I think any team would say that. 

We’ve got a lot more improvement to
make and we can do a lot more develop-
ing to become a really good side.”There’s
no reason why we can’t finish top. We’ve
got to win a lot of our games to finish
first, but there are still a lot of games to
go. “It’s not really about finishing top I
guess, we’ve just got to get in that top
four, get to that Grand Final and anything
can happen. “That’s the minimum require-

ment - top four. They’re the only people
who are playing for the silverware, we’ve
got to be in there, and also have a good
cup run to Wembley.”

Fracas
Also tyomorrow, St Helens face

Warrington, with Saints second row Atelea
Vea admitting they must get back on track
after losing three of their last four in the
league. “We just can’t put a finger on it,” he
said. “It’s disappointing when you’re losing,
everyone goes through those emotions.
We need to do better as a team. “But we
can definitely still win the title, with the
boys we’ve got.  There’s a lot to take out of
the games, we’ll see what happens at the
end of the season.”

Elsewhere tomorrow, Salford host
Wigan, who have been disrupted this week
by a police investigation into an alleged
fracas involving two of their players.
Greater Manchester Police confirmed it was
called to an incident in Wigan town centre
last Friday night and that damage was
caused to a gym.  No arrests have been
made and no players have been identified
but the Super League club say they are
conducting their own inquiries. Wigan mar-
keting director Simon Collinson on Tuesday
said: “We are carrying out an internal inves-
tigation and I would ask that no questions
are put to Shaun (Wane) that might com-
promise or prejudice those investigations.
As soon as the investigations are complete,
we will then issue a full statement.” —AFP

Castleford’s Dorn 

still dreaming big

Group photo of the Ice Hockey Team

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s National Ice Hockey Team returned
home on Tuesday night after winning the Bahrain Open
Tournament Cup. Kuwait defeated Qatar 3-2 in the final
match during the five-day tournament. The president of
the Winter Games Club Fuhaid Al-Ajmi said the victory is a
good achievement. Al-Ajmi who headed Kuwait’s delega-
tion to the tournament, lauded the players, performance in
all matches. He said the club is keen on having its players
participate in such activities thus enhancing their technical
level. “The team held a short training camp in Bahrain to
prepare for the tournament, and this played an important
role in winning the cup,” Al-Ajmi said as he appreciated the
support of Sports Public Authority for the club.

Meanwhile, a team member Abdelrazaq Al-Dae said his
teammates are happy with the tournament in which
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and Kuwait participated. He thanked
club officials for their unlimited support. Al-Dae said play-
ers were able to win the final match after coming back
from two goals down to win by the score of 3-2. Kuwait’s
team began the tournament by defeating Qatar 10-1, then
Bahrain 5-3, Oman 2-1, then won the final match against
Qatar. The team was received by representative of Public
Authority for Sports Bashar Al-Kandary. 

A triumphant return for 

Kuwait Ice Hockey Team

PAS representative receives Fuhaid Al-Ajmi

OAKLAND: LeBron James, in his sixth consecu-
tive NBA Finals, leads the Cleveland Cavaliers in
a rematch with defending champion Golden
State starting today, but this time the superstar
has a healthy supporting cast. Two-time NBA
Most Valuable Player Stephen Curry sparks the
Warriors’ quest for a title repeat against four-
time MVP “King” James, who is trying to bring
Cleveland a major sports crown for the first time
since the 1964 NFL Browns.

“Our city deserves it. Our fans deserve it,”
James said. “But that gives us no sense of entitle-
ment. We’ve still got to go out and do it, be as
great as we can every night. We look forward to
the challenge.” Last year, Cavaliers forward Kevin
Love missed nearly all of the playoffs and injury-
nagged guard Kyrie Irving broke a kneecap in the
championship series opener. A superman effort
by James-the first man to lead the Finals in all
three major statistics with averages of 35.8 points,
13.3 rebounds and 8.8 assists-couldn’t keep the
Warriors from taking the best-of-seven series in
six games. “It’s definitely a different feeling,” James
said. “I didn’t appreciate last year, what we were
able to accomplish. Knowing Kev was out and Ky
was dealing with injuries from the first round. I
just didn’t appreciate getting to the Finals.
“Having our team at full strength, and the way I
feel personally, I appreciate this moment, to be a
part of it once again.” James and reserve team-
mate James Jones are the first players to reach six
straight NBA Finals since legendary Bill Russell
and the Boston Celtics ended a run of eight con-
secutive titles half a century ago. “In this day and
age, to see LeBron do something like that where
it hasn’t been done in 50 years, that’s crazy,” said
Cavs forward Richard Jefferson. 

‘Don’t want to lose again’
James and the Cavs were swept by San

Antonio in the 2007 finals and three years later
he departed for Miami. The Heat lost the 2011
and 2014 finals and won the 2012 and 2013 NBA
titles before James returned home vowing to
make the Cavs a champion, barely missing on
his first try. “I know what it feels like to win it. I
know what it feels like to lose,” James said. “And I

don’t want to lose it again.” In an 11-2 playoff
run, James has averaged 24.6 points, 8.6
rebounds, 7.0 assists and 2.2 steals a game with
Irving contributing 24.3 points, 5.1 assists, 2.5
rebounds and 1.5 steals a game and Love
adding 17.3 points, 9.6 rebounds and 2.4 assists
a game. “Thinking about just the steps it took to
get back to where we are now, I really have a
true appreciation of the journey,” Irving said.
“We’re still not satisfied. There’s still a goal at
hand we have to accomplish.” Blocking that path
are Curry, 3-point sharpshooter Klay Thompson,
Draymond Green and Andre Iguodala, last year’s
NBA Finals MVP after the Warriors won the last
three games when he started. “They’ve been
playing well the whole playoff run,” Curry said.
“We’re ready for anything. Knowing how impor-
tant taking care of your home court is, that will
be a high priority going into game one.” But this
year, the Warriors have battled playoff injuries-
Curry missing two games with an ankle sprain
and two weeks with a right knee sprain-and
enter the finals after three must-win triumphs
over Oklahoma City with only two days off.
“Guys have been playing hurt all year,”
Thompson said. “But I think no matter what
they’re going through, we’ve got too many com-
petitors on this team to let that hold them back.”

‘Never lost confidence’
“We never lost confidence that we could get

back to The Finals,” Curry said. “It was just a roller
coaster from the time I got hurt to coming back.
Now we’re four wins away from our goal. We’ve
got to just refresh and get our bodies ready.” The
Warriors produced the best record in the NBA’s
70-season history at 73-9, Curry leading the
league with 30.1 points and 2.14 steals a game.
Golden State led the NBA in scoring, assists and
shooting percentage overall and from 3-point
range. But they needed 3-point heroics from
Thompson and Curry to escape a semi-final
ouster. “Everybody will look at 73 wins and say
this team never hit any adversity,” Green said.
“When everything is on the line, that makes it 10
times worse. It took a tremendous effort to over-
come.” —AFP

Healthy supporting cast could 

boost LeBron in Finals rematch
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