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She added that Kuwait also established the Public
Authority for Manpower and a center for sheltering for-
eign workers with a capacity to receive 500 people. The
center provides health, mental and legal services to expa-

triates, she noted.
Meanwhile, Subaih said a meeting of GCC ministers of

social affairs, held on the sidelines of the ILO conference,
was very fruitful and they discussed labor legislations.
They also finalized an MoU for vocational safety and
labor regulations.— KUNA 

Kuwait removed from list of labor rights...
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Speaking at ceremony in the town Pollegio after the
inaugural trip, Hollande urged British voters to recall
their closeness to Europe on the June 23 Brexit vote.
“We are as united as we have ever been,” Hollande said,
drawing a parallel between the GBT and the 1994 open-
ing of the Channel Tunnel, which connected Paris and
London by high-speed rail and fostered fresh ties
between the two capitals. “I hope that the British will
remember (that closeness) when the day comes” to cast
their vote, he said.

Merkel told Swiss broadcaster ATS the network it was
“marvelous” to think about taking a journey with 2,000 m
of mountain rock above her head. The tunnel was entire-
ly funded by non-EU member Switzerland, but leaders
from the bloc have hailed it for improving connectivity
from Rotterdam to the Adriatic at a time when the conti-
nent’s divisions have dominated headlines. Travel
through the picturesque Alpine region, by rail or by road,
requires taking a zigzag and undulating route. 

The Gotthard Base Tunnel was designed to offer a bet-
ter option for both private travellers and commercial
freights. When the full service opens in December, the
tunnel will shave the train journey from Zurich to Milan in
northern Italy down to two hours and 40 minutes, rough-
ly an hour less than it currently takes. It should also make

rail freight more efficient - partly by supporting heavier
cargo, reducing the number of smoke-spewing lorries on
the roads and in turn improving traffic and curbing pollu-
tion. The number of daily rail passengers is expected to
increase from the current rate of 9,000 people to 15,000
by 2020, according to the Swiss federal railway service.

The rough design for a rail tunnel under the Gotthard
Pass was first sketched by Swiss engineer Carl Eduard
Gruner in 1947. But bureaucratic delays, concerns over
the cost and other hurdles pushed back the start of con-
struction until 1999.  Yesterday’s inauguration featured a
ceremony with at times abstract choreography and elab-
orately costumed dancers, including an angel-type figure
floating above orange-clad workers. 

The Gotthard Tunnel was largely made possible by
technical advances in tunnel-boring machines, which
replaced the costly and dangerous blast-and-drill
method. The primary machine used to make the
Gotthard tunnel was roughly 410-metres long and func-
tioned like a mobile factory. It cuts through rock and
throws the debris backwards while simultaneously plac-
ing the pre-formed segments of concrete that form the
shape of the tunnel. A separate system grouts the pieces
together. With its official opening, the GBT has surpassed
Japan’s 53.9-km Seikan tunnel as the world’s longest train
tunnel. The 50.5-km Channel Tunnel has been bumped
into third place. — AFP 

World’s longest tunnel opens
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The French navy surveillance vessel Laplace which
detected the signals is equipped with three devices
capable of picking up the “pings” from the black boxes
from a distance of up to five kilometres. Investigators
have said it is too soon to determine what caused the
disaster although a terror attack has not been ruled out.
France’s aviation safety agency has said the aircraft
transmitted automated messages indicating smoke in
the cabin and a fault in the flight control unit minutes
before disappearing from radar screens.

Investigators were able to narrow down the search
site thanks to an emergency signal sent via satellite by
the plane’s locator transmitter when it hit the
Mediterranean last week. Two BEA investigators are on
board the Laplace while three others are in Cairo along
with an Airbus expert to help the probe, according to

the French government. The passengers were 30
Egyptians, 15 French citizens, two Iraqis, two Canadians,
and citizens from Algeria, Belgium, Britain, Chad,
Portugal, Saudi Arabia and Sudan. They included a boy
and two babies. Seven crew and three security person-
nel were also on board.

The crash comes after the bombing of a Russian air-
liner over Egypt’s restive Sinai Peninsula last October
that killed all 224 people on board. The Islamic State
group claimed responsibility for that attack within hours,
but there has been no such claim linked to the EgyptAir
crash. IS has been waging a deadly insurgency against
Egyptian security forces and has claimed attacks in both
France and Egypt. In October, foreign governments
issued travel warnings for Egypt and demanded a review
of security at its airports after IS said it downed the
Russian airliner over Sinai with a bomb concealed in a
soda can that had been smuggled on the plane.  — AFP 

Signals detected from EgyptAir black box

Two Palestinian boys play on a donkey cart next to a wall of graffiti in the Deir el-Balah refugee camp in central Gaza Strip yesterday. — AP 
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But in the most recent drop, which has seen oil tumble
from over $100 in 2014 to close to $25 in January, OPEC -
driven by kingpin Saudi Arabia - has changed tack. Instead
of reducing output, it has kept the oil flowing in order,
experts say, to keep hold of market share by squeezing
competitors - particularly US shale oil producers.

Although it has taken some time, straining even Saudi
Arabia’s finances, the strategy appears to be bearing fruit,
with non-OPEC output on course this year to fall sharply.
The price per barrel, meanwhile, last week touched $50 for
the first time in six months, making OPEC - riven by rivalry
between Saudi Arabia and Iran - breathe easier. Suhail Al-
Mazrouei, United Arab Emirates oil minister, said late
Tuesday that he expected 2016 to be “the year of correc-

tion”. “The rules of the market, which is the supply and
demand, are working,” he told reporters in Vienna.

Angola’s Jose Maria Botelho de Vasconcelos, oil minis-
ter, said that the price “tendency is a little bit positive”.
However, Vasconcelos also said that Angola needed the
price to rise further, while Venezuela’s oil  minister
expressed worries that the recent recovery might peter
out. Venezuelan Energy Minister Eulogio del Pino, whose
economy has been pushed to the brink by the weak oil
price, said the recent rise was due to exceptional factors
that have reduced global output. These included strikes
in Kuwait, wildfires in Canada, disruption in Nigeria and
lower output in Colombia, he said. “It’s not the situation
of the market, it’s some circumstances,” he said. “When
those circumstances are removed, what is going to hap-
pen?” — Agencies 

OPEC upbeat, Kuwait wants fair oil price 


