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Color me!

WORD SEARCH

• A toaster uses almost half as much ener-
gy as a full-sized oven.

• A baby spider is called a spiderling.
• You cannot snore and dream at the

same time.
• The following can be read forward and

backwards: Do geese see God?
• A baby octopus is about the size of a

flea when it is born.
• A sheep, a duck and a rooster were the

first passengers in a hot air balloon.
• In Uganda, 50% of the population is

under 15 years of age.
• Hitler’s mother considered abortion but

the doctor persuaded her to keep the
baby.

• Arab women can initiate a divorce if
their husbands don’t pour coffee for
them.

• Recycling one glass jar saves enough
energy to watch TV for 3 hours.

• Smearing a small amount of dog feces
on an insect bite will relieve the itch-
ing and swelling.

• Catfish are the only animals that natural-
ly have an odd number of whiskers.

• Facebook, Skype and Twitter are all
banned in China.

• 95% of people text things they could
never say in person.

DID YOU KNOW?
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Make your food fun edible toys!

You’ll Need:
• 4 Jazz apples
• 16 green grapes, cut in half
• You will also need:16 toothpicks

Directions: 
• Gather all ingredients. Cut two full
cheeks from each apple. 
• Slice out the centre third so you
have a wedge.
• Slip 2 toothpicks into each apple
wedge to become the car axles.
• Place grape halves on each side of
the toothpick for wheels. Vroom
vroom!
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Bran situated near Bran and in the immediate
vicinity of Brasov, is a national monument and
landmark in Romania.The fortress is situated on

the border between Transylvania and Wallachia, com-
monly known as “Dracula’s Castle”, it is the home of
the titular character in Bram Stoker’s Dracula. There is,
however, no evidence that Stoker knew anything
about this castle. As discovered by the Dutch author
Hans Corneel de Roos, the location Bram Stoker actu-
ally had in mind for Castle Dracula while writing his
novel was an empty mountain top, Mount Izvorul
Calimanului, 2,033 meters high, located in the
Transylvanian Calimani Alps near the former border
with Moldavia.

The castle is now a museum open to tourists, dis-
playing art and furniture collected by Queen Marie.
Tourists can see the interior individually or by a
guided tour. At the bottom of the hill is a small
open-air museum park exhibiting traditional
Romanian peasant structures (cottages, barns, etc.)
from across the country. 

History
In 1212, Teutonic Knights built the wooden castle

of Dietrichstein as a fortified position in the
Burzenland at the entrance to a mountain pass
through which traders had travelled for more than a
millennium, but in 1242 it was destroyed by the
Mongols. The first documented mentioning of Bran
Castle is the act issued by Louis I of Hungary on 19
November 1377, giving the Saxons of Kronstadt
(Brasov) the privilege to build the stone castle on

their own expense and labor force; the settlement of
Bran began to develop nearby. In 1438-1442, the cas-
tle was used in defense against the Ottoman Empire.
It is believed the castle was briefly held by Mircea the
Elder of Wallachia during whose period the customs
point was established. Bran Castle belonged to the
Hungarian Kings but due to the failure of King
Vladislas II to repay loans, the city of Brasov regained
possession of the fortress in 1533. Bran played a mili-
tarily strategic role up to the mid-18th century. 

In 1920, the castle became a royal residence with-
in the Kingdom of Romania. It became the favorite
home and retreat of Queen Marie. The castle was
inherited by her daughter Princess Ileana who ran a
hospital there in World War II: it was later seized by
the communist regime with the expulsion of the
royal family. 

In 2005, the Romanian government passed a spe-
cial law allowing restitution claims on properties ille-
gally expropriated, such as Bran, and thus a year later
the castle was given to the Dominic von Habsburg,
the son and heir of Princess Ileana. 

On 18 May 2009, the Bran Castle administration
was transferred from the government to the adminis-
tration of Archduke Dominic and his sisters Maria-
Magdalena Holzhausen and Elisabeth Sandhofer. In
2009, the Habsburgs opened the refurbished castle to
the public as the first private museum of the country
and disclosed with Bran Village a joint strategic con-
cept to maintain their domination in the Romanian
tourist circuit and to safeguard the economic base in
the region.

Bran Castle

What You Need:
• Large plastic cup
• Sand
• 2 tablespoons of vegetable oil
• “Tools” (spoons, paper towel, sponges, etc.)

Instructions:
When oil tankers accidentally spill their cargo of oil
into the ocean, they cause a huge environmental
danger. Oil is extremely hard to remove from the
water and the beaches, and the environment is dam-
aged. In this experiment, you can see how hard it is

to remove oil from sand.
(This experiment can be messy, so you might want
to do it outdoors.)
1. Fill a plastic cup with sand and oil and mix it well.
2. Pick some “tools” to work with. You could use a
spoon, a straw, paper towel, an old toothbrush, a
sponge-anything! You could also try to use soap and
water to get the oil off the sand.
3. Use your tools to try and clean the oil off of the
sand.
Use any idea that comes to your head and help save
the environment!

Oil Spill! Clean It Up!

What You Need:
• Popsicle sticks
• Fishing line
• Seashells

Instructions:
1. Collect 6-10 lightweight objects that are about
the same weight as one another. We used seashells.
2. Tie fishing line to each object, and leave about 6
inches of string left over.
3. Start at the bottom level of your mobile, and tie
one of your objects to each end of a popsicle stick.
4. Tie a piece of fishing line to the middle of the

popsicle stick that has the objects tied to it. Find the
center of balance by holding the string up and let-
ting the popsicle stick hang. Move the string
around the center of the popsicle stick until the sti
5. Connect the loose string to the middle of another
popsicle stick.
6. Add objects to the ends of this second stick and
repeat step 4.
7. Keep working your way up the mobile until you
think it’s finished.
8. Now, all you need to do is hang it up and watch it
turn in the breeze.

Make a
Mobile


