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SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico: It was the wed-
ding of one of her best friends, and Natalie
Kao was going to be a bridesmaid in a fun,
tropical setting on a small island just off the
east coast of Puerto Rico. But the preva-
lence of the Zika virus across the US territo-
ry gave her pause. Kao, pregnant with
twins, knew the mosquito-borne Zika virus
has been linked to a rare birth defect in a
tiny percentage of cases. But even a small
risk was too great. “You don’t know the
impact, which is very scary,” the San
Francisco woman said.

She sent her regrets, as did several
dozen other members of the wedding par-
ty. Puerto Rico has been hit harder by Zika
than any other part of the US, with more
than 1,170 confirmed cases, one death and
the first microcephaly case acquired on US
soil. Now, worries about the virus are start-
ing to affect the tourism industry, which
had been one of the few bright spots in an
otherwise dismal economy.

Financial effects
The full number of people who have

canceled plans to visit or chose another
destination is unknowable. But people
have cited Zika in the cancellation of at
least 42,000 hotel room reservations
through 2018, which translates to about
$28 million in lost revenue for the lodging,
restaurant and tour industry, said Ingrid
Rivera, executive director of Puerto Rico’s
Tourism Company.

People who work in the industry say
they have been seeing the financial effects
of Zika for months, and it appears to be
getting worse. “Cancellations left and right
and up and down,” said Luis Alvarez Perez,
owner of a luxury travel planning and relo-
cation company in San Juan. “People just
stopped coming.” Zika is named for a forest
in Uganda where the virus was first discov-
ered in 1947 and there have been many
outbreaks over the years. Global health offi-
cials issued an alert after detecting it in
Brazil in May 2015 and it has been spread-
ing rapidly through the Western
Hemisphere, carried by the common Aedes
aegypti mosquito.

It had not been considered a particularly
dangerous disease compared to dengue
and chikungunya, which are carried by the
same mosquito. Zika can cause headaches,
fever, rash and reddened eyes. But it has
now been linked to microcephaly, a rare
defect in which babies are born with
abnormally small heads and brain damage
as well as to the unusual paralyzing condi-
tion known as Guillain-Barre syndrome.

Crying people
But even rare complications can be scary.

Kao said she was told that Zika caused a
great deal of anxiety at the February wed-

ding of a friend when some guests were
inevitably bitten by mosquitoes. “Some peo-
ple cried,” she said. “They were upset and
went back to their room.” In the ensuing
months, cancellations have started to
mount. Major League Baseball scrapped a
two-game Puerto Rico series between the
Miami Marlins and the Pittsburgh Pirates
scheduled for late May that will now be
played in Miami. Tourism officials say that
move cost the island $4.5 million in lost rev-
enue. USA Swimming dropped plans to hold
a training camp here in July. Other large
groups also have canceled, including the
California-based Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers. Dozens of
people have withdrawn from an internation-
al boxing event scheduled for October.
“We’re starting to see a larger impact with
the groups,” Rivera said. 

“Clearly it ’s a trend that we want to
make sure that we stop.” Tourism represents
only about 7 percent of Puerto Rico’s econ-
omy, but money generated by visitors has
been growing in recent years while other
sectors have shrunk during a 10-year reces-
sion and the struggle of the territory’s gov-
ernment to handle a spiraling public debt.
Some Puerto Rican officials have criticized
the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention for what they consider overly
alarming warnings. The CDC has projected
that more than 20 percent of Puerto Rico’s
3.5 million people could be infected with
Zika in an outbreak expected to peak by
this summer.

Available science
“They’ve exaggerated the numbers,”

Puerto Rico’s Health Secretary Ana Rius told
The Associated Press. “We’re never going to
reach those numbers.” The CDC told the AP
that it recognizes Puerto Rico is in distress
and said US legislators are working to
address the island’s crisis. But it also said
education is key to preventing the spread
of Zika. “One of our responsibilities is to
provide the best available science to peo-
ple, and the more we learn about Zika, the
more serious we think this virus is,” the
agency said in a statement.

More bad news came Tuesday from the
World Health Organization. It said there is
growing evidence of sexual transmission of
Zika and updated advice to couples and
women who have visited areas hit by the
virus, strongly recommending they wait at
least eight weeks before trying to conceive.
Kao said she loves Puerto Rico and has vis-
ited the island multiple times, but noted
that her pregnancy is her priority, like some
of the other wedding guests who canceled.
“When the news kept getting worse ... we
said: ‘ That ’s it.  We’re not going,’” she
recalled. “None of us wanted to put our-
selves at risk.”— AP

Puerto Rico’s tourist industry 
feels economic sting of Zika 

BRAZIL: An Aedes aegypti mosquito sits inside a glass tube at the Fiocruz institute
where they have been screening for mosquitos naturally infected with the Zika virus
in Rio de Janeiro. — AP

KUWAIT: Al-Sayer Medical Company, one of the
Al-Sayer Group Holding Companies held a grand
inauguration ceremony for Al-Sayer LifeCare’s
second healthcare retail outlet located at Kuwait
Disabled Sports Club (KDSC) in Hawally. 

The opening ceremony was held on 30th May
2016 under the patronage and presence of
Sheikha Sheikha Al-Khalifa Al-Sabah. The hon-
orary president of the Kuwait Disabled Sports
Club, was attended by Chairman of the KDSC
Shafi Al-Hajeri, Director General of Kuwait’s
Public Authority for the Disabled Dr Tareq Al-
Shatti, Sayer Bader Al-Sayer Al-Sayer’s Group
Holding Executive Vice Chairman, Bader Musaed
Al-Sayer Business Director, General Manager of
Al-Sayer Medical Company Dr Hossam Afify,
Sales Manager Dr Maha Magdy and dignitaries
from Kuwait medical sector and distinguished
members from the press and media. 

According to Executive Vice Chairman Al-
Sayer Group Holding Sayer Bader Al-Sayer, “I take
this opportunity to thank Sheikha Sheikha Al-
Khalifa Al-Sabah, the honorary president of the
Kuwait disabled Sports Club and Shafi Al-Hajeri;
Chairman of the KDSC for their valuable partner-
ship and support. The opening of our second
outlet at KDSC brings us closer to the communi-
ty of people with special needs, to enhance their
convenience as well as to safeguard their inter-
ests. Through LifeCare, Al-Sayer Medical
Company will renew its commitment and sup-
port towards customers to meet their medical
needs to ensure improved self-sufficiency and
healthy lifestyle to maintain an independent
lifestyle for productive community. Our mission
is to provide world class and high quality solu-
tions that focus on innovation, functionality and
value to incorporate a healthy lifestyle to
improve the quality of life.”

General Manager Al-Sayer Medical Company
Dr Hossam Afify said, “About a year ago we held
the opening of the biggest and most prestigious
medical showroom in Kuwait “Al-Sayer LifeCare”
in Dajeej, Farwaniya. By coming to Kuwait
Disabled Sports Club at Hawally we aim to meet
different requirements of people with special
needs by providing them with the best quality
products supported by unique Pre and after
sales services we consider this as part of our Al-
Sayer Group Holding Social Corporate responsi-
bility; we want them to feel at home.

The new LifeCare outlet will also feature wide
range of choices from world class products to
prevent, cure and treat in addition to patient
benefits such as expert consultation, reliable
after sales service, prompt delivery and assem-
bly special orders team. We proudly become the
benchmark of medical showrooms in Kuwait.

World class solutions: 
At the LifeCare showroom customers will find

effective solutions to meet the medical needs
through products that taking care of the person
since birth and to make sure growing healthy
through several products from globally
renowned brands.

Expert consultation:
Al-Sayer LifeCare adopts the policy of meet-

ing client requirements based on consultation.

Their team is highly qualified in all technical
product requirements of physically challenged.
Also customers looking for medical equipment
that require personal instructions for effective
and safe usage will be well served at Al-Sayer
LifeCare showroom. Our professional staff at Al-
Sayer LifeCare showroom will:         

1. Guide you to the best medical equipment
and supplies to meet your needs. 

2. Stay by your side and help you complete
your purchase. 

3. Schedule delivery and assembly of your
purchase at your convenience.

Trustworthy after sales support:
After sales service - At Al-Sayer LifeCare you

can expect to receive not only high quality med-
ical equipment’s, but also compassionate sup-
port from our experienced staff as well. Al-Sayer
LifeCare offers you to assemble and repair serv-

ice by qualified and trained team of service tech-
nicians to assure the implementation of the best
levels of service and maintenance for your home
medical equipment.

Delivery and assembly - Most of our products
are available for home delivery by our trained
service technicians, who will deliver and set up
the equipment in a timely and professional man-
ner. Al-Sayer LifeCare technicians will conduct an
assessment to make sure each product is well -
suited for the patient. The staff will also instruct
and train the patient or the user to use the
equipment with utmost safety and care.

Working hours:  
Al-Sayer LifeCare is located at Kuwait

Disabled Sports Club at Hawally. Working hours
for the new outlet is from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
and 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm, Saturday to Thursday
(Friday the Showroom will be closed).   

Al-Sayer LifeCare eyes expansion with 
grand opening of 2nd outlet at Hawally


