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OAKLAND: Golden State Warriors guard Klay Thompson (center) shoots between Oklahoma City Thunder forward Serge Ibaka (left) and guard Andre Roberson (21) during the first half of Game 7 of the NBA basketball
Western Conference finals in Oakland on Monday, May 30, 2016. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: Stephen Curry scored 36 points to lead
the Golden State Warriors to a 96-88 victory over the
Oklahoma City Thunder on Monday and into an NBA
title rematch with the Cleveland Cavaliers. The Warriors,
trying to cap a sensational season that included a
record 73 regular-season victories with a second
straight title, sealed the 4-3 series victory in the Western
Conference finals on their home floor in Oakland,
California-clawing back after trailing 3-1 in the series. 

The Warriors, who became the 10th team to rally
from a 3-1 deficit to win a playoff series, host LeBron
James and the Cavaliers in game one of the finals
tomorrow. “You’ve got to be appreciative of this accom-
plishment - and look forward to getting four more wins,”
Curry said. The Cavaliers won the Eastern Conference
title, defeating the Toronto Raptors in six games to book
a return trip to the finals, where they will try to avenge
their six-game loss to the Warriors in last year’s champi-
onship series.

The Warriors will be trying to become the league’s
first repeat winners since the Miami Heat-then featuring
James-in 2012 and 2013. Golden State had to dig deep
to get the chance. After twice fending off elimination
the Warriors trailed by as many as 13 in the first half on
Monday and by eight early in the third quarter. Curry,
who earned Most Valuable Player honors for the second
straight season, hit five of the Warriors’ 10 second-half
three-pointers as the reigning champions rallied again
to oust the third-seeded Thunder. “I knew we were
ready for the moment,” Curry said. “We were a mature
basketball team that tried our best not to listen to the
noise when we were down 3-1. ... In that locker room,
the talk was positive.”

Moving on
Down by six points at halftime, the Warriors out-

scored the Thunder 29-12 in the third quarter to power
into the lead Back-to-back three-pointers by Klay

Thompson and Draymond Green gave the Warriors an
88-77 lead with 4:44 to play in the contest. The Thunder
wouldn’t go quietly, with a scoring drive from Russell
Westbrook and seven straight points from Kevin Durant
pulling the Thunder within 90-86 with 1:40 remaining.
“We survived by the skin of our teeth,” Golden State
coach Steve Kerr said. “We were able to pull it out, and
we’re moving on.” Curry, fouled on a three-point
attempt, made all three free-throws, then produced a
three-pointer that put the Warriors up by 10 with 26.8
seconds to play. Thompson’s six three-pointers made up
most of his 21 points. Green finished with 11 points and
a team-high nine rebounds for Golden State.

“No one had any doubts that we could get this
done,” Green said. ‘it took a great, tremendous effort
and fight to overcome (the 3-1 deficit).” Curry, who has
dealt with ankle, knee and elbow injuries in the post-
season, echoed his team-mate. “We never lost confi-
dence, and every game just played with fearlessness

and that confidence we could get back to the finals
however we had to get it done,” he said. Durant admit-
ted that surrendering that 3-1 series lead was painful.
“You’ve got to give credit to them,” said Durant, who
led the Thunder with 27 points and pulled down seven
rebounds. “They came out and played well the last
three games of the series and won three in a row.”

Westbrook had 19 points and 13 assists, but con-
nected on just seven of 21 shots from the field.
Overall the Thunder shot just 38.2 percent from the
field-which helped doomed their bid to become the
first team in NBA history to beat two 65-win teams in
the same post-season. The Thunder had eliminated
Western Conference second seeds San Antonio in the
second round. “This could have played out entirely
differently,” Thunder coach Billy Donovan said. “There
was opportunity for us to close the series out in
(games) five and six and seven, and we came up a lit-
tle short.” — AFP 

Warriors silence Thunder 96-88 
Curry and record-setting Warriors head back to NBA Finals

WASHINGTON: The United States warned its citizens yesterday
that this summer’s Euro 2016 soccer tournament and related
events across France and Europe will present “potential targets
for terrorists.” The month-long European Championship finals
start in Paris on June 10, drawing the best international teams
from the continent and hundreds of thousands of fans. “Euro Cup
stadiums, fan zones, and unaffiliated entertainment venues
broadcasting the tournaments in France and across Europe rep-
resent potential targets for terrorists,” the State Department said.

The warning was contained in an update to its long-standing
warning to US travelers to beware extremist attacks on transport
and public gatherings in Europe. “We are alerting US citizens to
the risk of potential terrorist attacks throughout Europe, targeting
major events, tourist sites, restaurants, commercial centers and
transportation,” it said. “The large number of tourists visiting
Europe in the summer months will present greater targets for ter-
rorists planning attacks in public locations, especially at large
events.” The French government has ruled out cancelling the pres-
tigious tournament, which is expected to draw two million fans to
cities across the country. 

To strengthen security at Euro 2016, France has extended a
state of emergency put in place after attacks last November on a
concert hall, cafes, police and a football crowd. Last month,
French domestic intelligence chief Patrick Calvar told lawmakers
that France is “clearly targeted” by the Islamic State group. France
feared a “new form of attack” in which terrorists would place
bombs in areas where big crowds gather, he warned. The updat-
ed State Department travel warning also noted that huge
crowds and extra security should be expected in Krakow, Poland,
during the Catholic Church’s World Youth Day event between
July 26 and 31. — AFP 

Euro 2016 ‘possible 

terror target’: US 

PARIS: Second seed Agnieszka Radwanska lashed
out at French Open officials while former finalist
Simona Halep questioned the decision to play in
more wet conditions after both crashed out in the
last 16 yesterday. Radwanska appeared to be cruising
into the quarter-finals as she led world number 102
Tsvetana Pironkova 6-2, 3-0 before play was suspend-
ed on Sunday, with the tournament then suffering its
first washout in 16 years on Monday.

And rain continued to fall yesterday when the
Pole, who was hampered by a right hand injury,
dropped 10 straight games either side of another
weather delay before exiting to the Bulgarian. “I’m
just so surprised and angry, that, you know, we have
to play in the rain,” fumed Radwanska. 

“I mean, it’s not a 10,000 tournament. It’s a Grand
Slam. How can you allow players to play in the rain? I
cannot play in those conditions. “I don’t know who
allows us to play in those kind of conditions. I mean, I
don’t think they really care what we think. I think they
care about other things, I guess. So, well, I’m just
pissed. I just cannot play in those conditions. I mean,
I’m not healthy enough.

“We shouldn’t play in that kind of rain. Why? We
still have couple of days of tournament. What’s the
point?” Former Wimbledon semi-finalist Pironkova
extended her best run in Paris and will face
Samantha Stosur for a place in the last four. “It was
very difficult with all the rain, we waited almost three
days to finish the match. But I can’t complain, it
turned out great for me,” said Pironkova.

Australian Stosur trailed 2014 French Open run-
ner-up Simona Halep 5-3 when their contest was
halted on Sunday, but the 21st seed broke the
Romanian as she tried to serve out the first set yester-
day before racing through the tie-break. Stosur, who
reached the 2010 final at Roland Garros, again broke
the sixth-seeded Halep to begin the second set
before moving on to the last eight courtesy of a sec-
ond break. “Heavy, wet conditions like this don’t typi-
cally help me too much, but I think today I was able
to use them better to my tennis than (Simona) was
and I was able to put her under more pressure,” said
Stosur.

“I felt like each time we went back out on court I
was ready and I was focused and knew exactly what
I wanted to do.” Halep, like Radwanska, was critical
of tournament organizers, but praised Stosur for
handling the “impossible” conditions better. “It was
impossible to play, in my opinion. And to play ten-
nis matches during the rain I think it’s a bit too
much,” said Halep. “But everyone was in the same
situation, and who was stronger won today. “No one
cares about the players in my opinion. I don’t care
that I lost the match today, but I was close to get-
ting injured with my back, so that’s-that’s a big
problem. But like I said, no one cares. We have just
to go and play.

“I was frustrated about waiting three days and
about playing in the rain. That was the biggest prob-
lem for me. I didn’t feel sure on court, safe on court.”
Halep also queried the wisdom of scheduling dou-

bles matches before theirs after the tie was originally
moved to Court One on Sunday. “When I went to ask
to play on Court 1 - doesn’t matter which court, just
to play, because we know that it’s going to rain and
it’s going to be late, but they took the decisions to
put doubles and then us. Here we were.” — AFP 

Angry Radwanska, Halep 

irked by soggy Paris exits

PARIS: Poland’s Agnieszka Radwanska stretches to
return the ball to Bulgaria’s Tsvetana Pironkova
during their fourth round match of the French
Open tennis tournament yesterday. — AP


