
S PORTS
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2016

MADRID: At 84, Manolo del Rio is some-
thing of a legend in Spanish boxing, hav-
ing spent more than 65 years training
some of the country’s best fighters and
still pledging to keep on until he drops.
Del Rio spends 12-14 hours a day in the
gym in Madrid’s working class Vallecas
neighborhood. At weekends, he accom-
panies boxers to their fights. He got a
warning note to slow down last week
when he was admitted to a Madrid hos-
pital suffering from exhaustion. His past
pupils include Pedro Carrasco, European
champion in 1967 and world lightweight
champion in 1971, and Jose Manuel
Urtain, European heavyweight champi-
on in 1970 and 1971.

Most recently, he trained Gabriel

Campillo, the 2009 world light heavy-
weight and European Union super mid-
dleweight champion. Del Rio is surpris-
ingly agile and swift with both his feet
and fists as he teaches pupils that could
be his grandchildren, or great grandchil-
dren. He laments the wane in popularity
of boxing in Spain and attributes it to the
unchallengeable attraction of soccer and
the fact that boxing has almost vanished
from the mainstream media. “Nowadays
in Spain there are no boxing idols who
are able to move crowds,” he says. “There
are more distractions for young people
nowadays.”

But del Rio admits modern technolo-
gy has helped boxing too. “Every boxer
can watch on the internet how their

idols perform. ... They can see old and
modern fights, study them, learn and
copy techniques,” he says. “In the old
days, we sometimes only saw how our
opponent was when we got inside the
ring.” A one-time amateur boxer himself,
he gave up competing after he had to
face his brother in a regional tourna-
ment, choosing to become his coach
instead. These days, he believes tech-
nique more than punch strength is para-
mount. “Although boxing is a violent
sport it is also an art in itself,” he says.
“You have to learn how to move. ... A
clever movement can avert you being
punched, so you can strike and move
away without being hurt. This is tech-
nique!”—AP 

Spanish boxing coach, 84, vows to keep going

MADRID: Boxing coach Manolo del Rio talks to his young pupil Mario Andres
Ciobanu, 8, during a training session at El Rayo boxing gym in Madrid, Spain. — AP  

INNSBRUCK: Germany’s prosthetic-legged long jumper Markus Rehm competes during the Golden Roof Challenge. —AFP 

COLOGNE: Paralympic long jump champion
Markus Rehm is still hoping to compete at the
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro despite a scientific
study’s inconclusive findings on whether his car-
bon-fiber prosthesis gives him an unfair advan-
tage over able-bodied athletes. Wolfgang
Potthast of the German Sport University in
Cologne said Monday that it was “difficult if not
impossible” to determine whether the 27-year-
old Rehm gets an advantage or not. 

The study conducted by the German Sport
University along with the University of Colorado
and the National Institute of Advanced
Industrial Science and Technology in Tokyo
found that athletes with a running-specific pros-
thesis have an impaired ability in the run up but
a better technique for the long jump, leaving
open the question of whether a prosthesis
helps or hinders the athlete.

“The study could not identify any advantage

through the prosthesis, and I think that for me is
a good result,” said Rehm, who is hoping to com-
pete both at the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro in
August and at the following Paralympics. “I want
to bring the Paralympic and Olympic sport clos-
er together. To give both sides the chance to
profit from this.” Rehm is aiming to be the sec-
ond athlete with a carbon-fiber prosthesis to
compete at the Olympics and Paralympics after
South African runner Oscar Pistorius in 2012.

To become eligible under a new rule intro-
duced last year by the IAAF, Rehm has to prove
that his prosthesis gives him no advantage over
athletes with a similar disability or non-amputee
long jumpers. “I’ve taken the first step with the
study, so now I await a step in return from the
world body,” said Rehm, who lost his lower right
leg in a wakeboarding accident when he was 14.
Rehm won the gold medal at 2012 London
Paralympics and holds the world record in his

competition class at 8.40 meters. Rehm also won
the German national title in 2014 over non-
amputee athletes, drawing a mixed reaction.

He was then prevented from competing for
the German team at the European
Championships, with track and field officials say-
ing the prosthesis could give him an unfair cata-
pult effect. “Since the German championship in
2014 it has been an ordeal. It’s difficult for me to
hear these charges (of having an advantage). I
don’t want to have any advantage. On the other
hand, you feel you have to apologize to other
athletes,” Rehm said. “There were times when I
asked myself if it was worth it.” Under current
rules, Rehm is not eligible for the German team.
“There is no finding that has found an advan-
tage,” Friedhelm Julius Beucher, president of the
German National Paralympic Committee, said
reacting to the study. “It’s not a question of fair-
ness but a case of discrimination.”— AP 

Paralympic jumper Rehm maintains 
Olympics hopes despite questions

LONDON: Observers of British boxer Tony
Bellew’s WBC world cruiserweight triumph
over Ilunga Makabu last weekend could
have been forgiven for getting a nagging
sense of deja vu. The 33-year-old
Liverpudlian survived an early knock-down
to win via third-round knockout at
Goodison Park, the home of his beloved
home-town football team, Everton. Last
year’s Hollywood film ‘Creed’ culminated in
a fight scene starring Bellew set at the very
same stadium, so victory over Makabu saw
film fiction become sporting reality. “If
someone wrote my story and my life, the
director would probably say, ‘Take it away,
it’s nonsense, it couldn’t happen,’” Bellew
told Sky Sports. “But it has happened and
this is far beyond movies. The movie,
‘Creed’, was amazing, but this far exceeds
my wildest dreams.”

In ‘Creed’, the seventh film in the ‘Rocky’
franchise, Bellew plays ‘Pretty’ Ricky Conlan,
a tough-talking light heavyweight who
faces off against Adonis Creed in the
movie’s climactic scene. He had been
plucked from relative obscurity to appear
in the film by 69-year-old Sylvester
Stallone, the franchise’s father and original
star. Crowd scenes were filmed at half-time
of a Premier League match between
Everton and West Bromwich Albion in
January 2015, with the fight action
between Bellew and lead actor Michael B
Jordan digitally super-imposed in the edit
suite. Stallone, whose reprisal of his role as
Rocky Balboa in ‘Creed’ earned him an
Oscar nomination, had previously attended
a game between Everton and Reading in
2007. In the film’s finale, Bellew’s character
Conlan is felled by a punch from Creed with
seconds remaining in the 12th round, only
to scramble to his feet and claim victory by
split decision.

Bellew found himself on his backside
after being caught by a stinging left from
Makabu in Sunday’s fight for the vacant
WBC crown, but recovered to claim victory

with a brutal flurry of punches in round
three. Congolese fighter Makabu, 28, had
not been beaten since his professional
debut in June 2008 and was the pre-fight
favorite with British bookmakers.

Haye in crosshairs
In beating Makabu, Bellew emulated fel-

low professional boxers Antonio Tarver and
the late Tommy Morrison, both of whom
appeared in ‘Rocky’ films and claimed world
titles during their careers. Bellew, who
shared a post-fight embrace with Everton
chairman Bill Kenwright, had overcome
damaged hands and a fractured rib in a
training camp that he described as “the
worst camp I’ve ever had”. It was a case of
third time lucky for the cocksure Scouser
(the name given to Liverpool residents),
who had lost two world title fights at light
heavyweight before dropping down to
cruiserweight in 2014. He now intends to
unify the cruiserweight division, which
would emulate a feat previously achieved
by fellow Briton David Haye in 2008. Haye,
35, is now fighting at heavyweight, having
returned to action sporting a bulkier
physique this year following a hiatus of
nearly four years.

Citing the similarities in height between
the pair, Bellew has also set his sights on
fighting the outspoken Haye. “You’ve gone
long enough fighting those clowns,” Bellew
said, referring to Haye’s comfortable come-
back wins over unheralded fighters Mark
de Mori and Arnold Gjergjaj. “Come and
fight me and I’ll smash through you.” Haye
met Bellew’s challenge on the front foot,
telling him in an Instagram video message:
“After I’ve knocked out (next opponent)
Shannon Briggs, I’m knocking out all peo-
ple talking too much. “So get on the list
mate. You’re going to get smashed to
bits.” Whoever Bellew fights next, it seems
certain that the Goodison Park flood-
lights-if not the Hollywood limelight-will
be waiting.— AFP 

Fiction becomes a reality 
for ‘real-life Rocky’ Bellew

DHAKA: An Olympics triumph can make you
a hero in any country but legendary status
awaits Abdullah Hel Baki if he can finally rid
Bangladesh of an unwanted distinction-the
biggest nation never to win a medal. Despite
being home to nearly 160 million people,
nobody from Bangladesh has ever even quali-
fied for an Olympics-their competitors have
all been wildcard entries-let alone reached
the podium.

Athletes and administrators admit they
face huge obstacles to win medals, including
a lack of facilities and funding, along with an
overriding obsession with the non-Olympic
sport of cricket. But after becoming the first
Bangladeshi to gain a berth at Rio, Baki-a
shooter who won 10 meter air rifle silver at
the 2014 Commonwealth Games-hopes to
finally give his compatriots something to
shout about.

“Every athlete dreams of taking part and
doing well in the Olympics and that’s my aim
as well,” he told AFP during a break in training
at the national shooting federation. “If I can
perform the way I’m doing in training, I hope
to reach the finals and then I’ll definitely be in
the hunt for a medal.” Baki just missed out on
automatic qualification but his performance
at the recent world cup in Munich, where he
was on the leaderboard for much of the tour-
nament before tailing off at the end, secured
him an early wildcard.

‘National legend’
Even if he is a long shot for a medal in

Brazil, his Danish coach Klavs Christensen says
the future looks bright for Baki and
Bangladeshi shooting. “There’s huge talent
here,” said Christensen, describing Baki’s
biggest challenge as replicating his impres-
sive performances on the practice range at
big events. He also detailed how a lack of

facilities, including an indoor 50-metre range
to complement an existing 10-metre range,
was holding his shooters back. 

“There’s a lot of things we can improve
on... but I’m pretty sure that in the next four
years, at the Olympics in Tokyo in 2020, there
could be a very strong Bangladeshi team.”
Determined to end the medal drought,
Bangladesh’s Olympic association is dangling
major incentives for its Games squad which is
also expected to include swimmers, athletes
and archers. “Anyone who wins gold will get
10 million taka (around $125,0000), silver five
million and bronze 2.5 million,” the associa-
tion’s director general Fakhruddin Haider said.
“Whoever wins the first medal will definitely
become a national legend.”

Haider is particularly excited about the
prospect of golfer Siddikur Rahman becoming
the first Bangladeshi to qualify for an
Olympics by right. Rahman nearly secured a
spot at a recent tournament in Mauritius,
before blowing his lead by double-bogeying
two of the last three holes. If he can cling on
to his place in the top 60 of an Olympics rank-
ings list, he will join the likes of Australia’s
Jason Day and the American Jordan Spieth on
the Rio fairways. But as a professional,
Rahman is an exception to the norm in
Bangladesh as for him, funding is not really an
issue. “Professionalism hasn’t really come to
Bangladesh,” said Haider. “If I’m a sportsman
then I can’t feed my family. It’s only in cricket
where sportsmen can really earn money.”

Nazmun Nahar Beauty, who represented
Bangladesh in the women’s 100 meters at the
2008 Beijing Olympics, outlined the problems
amateurs such as herself faced. “There are
only two astro-turf running tracks here which
we don’t have easy access to and we can’t
practice year-round as there are no indoor
facilities,” she said. —AFP

Olympics - Baki takes aim at 
Bangladesh medal drought

DHAKA Bangladeshi shooter Abdullah Hel Baki prepares for his practice at a shoot-
ing complex in Dhaka. — AFP 

LAUSANNE: With the opening ceremony in Rio de
Janeiro just over two months away, Olympic leaders
have plenty of troubling issues to deal with this
week. The Zika virus, unfinished venues and political
chaos in Brazil. A flood of positive drug tests from
the past two Summer Games. Fresh accusations of
state-sponsored doping in Russia. Vote-buying alle-
gations involving Tokyo’s winning 2020 bid.

All these challenges and more will be on the
table when the International Olympic Committee
executive board holds a three-day meeting start-
ing Wednesday in Lausanne. It’s the last meeting
before the IOC gathers in Rio on the eve of South
America’s first Olympics. The policy-making board
will also name the team of Olympic refugee ath-
letes for Rio, consider the proposed five additional
sports for the Tokyo Games, review the bidding for
the 2024 Olympics and nominate several new IOC
members. “I can’t recall an executive board meet-
ing with so many issues on the agenda,” IOC vice
president Craig Reedie told The Associated Press.
“There is a whole range of difficult issues facing
the Olympic movement, led by Rio.” A look at
what’s keeping the IOC busy:

Rio: ready or not?
Rio organizing committee president Carlos

Nuzman will give his latest update Thursday on
preparations for the games, which open on Aug 5.
The buildup has been dogged by political, eco-
nomic and public health crises. Last week, a group
of 150 scientists suggested the Olympics should be
postponed or moved because of the outbreak of
Zika, which has been linked to severe birth defects.
But the World Health Organization said there was
“no public health justification” for scrapping the
games, and Olympic officials have repeatedly said
they will go ahead.

Some leading athletes have expressed concerns
about going to Rio. Spanish NBA star Pau Gasol
said Monday he may skip the games because of
the Zika threat and that other Spanish athletes
were also considering staying away. Meanwhile,
Dilma Rousseff has been suspended as Brazil’s
president pending a Senate impeachment trial,
with Michel Temer taking over as acting president.
A final vote on removing Rousseff could come on
Aug 2 - three days before the opening of the
games. Brazil is dealing with its worst economic

recession since the 1930s, leading to the slashing
of Olympic budgets.

Some sports venues are behind schedule. UCI
President Brian Cookson said he remains “very,
very concerned” about delays to the velodrome,
and the city said Monday it is changing contrac-
tors to take over the construction. ITF President
David Haggerty said “an awful lot of work” is need-
ed to get the tennis venue ready for the games.
Water pollution remains a concern for Olympic
sailing, rowing and open water swimming events.
Crime is a worry : Three Spanish sailors were
recently robbed at gunpoint in broad daylight
while training in Rio.

Doping, doping, doping
Reedie, president of the World Anti-Doping

Agency, will deliver a report that will include an
update on the agency’s independent probe into
allegations by Moscow’s former drug-testing lab
director, Grigory Rodchenkov, that he operated a
state-backed doping scheme for Russian athletes
that involved switching tainted urine samples for
clean ones during the 2014 Winter Games in Sochi.
Russia’s track and field athletes remain suspended

from global competition, with the IAAF to decide
on June 17 whether to keep or lift the ban for the
Rio Games. The IOC has recorded 55 positive
results in retests of Olympic doping samples - 32
from the 2008 Beijing Games and 23 from the
2012 London Games. The tests were designed to
catch cheats who might compete in Rio. More pos-
itives are expected. The Russian Olympic
Committee said 14 of its athletes from Beijing and
eight from London tested positive. The IOC is
retesting the “B” samples before announcing sanc-
tions and medal reallocations.

New sports
The IOC board will examine the proposed addi-

tion of baseball-softball, surfing, skateboarding,
karate and sports climbing for the Tokyo Games.
The sports, which would add 18 events and 474
athletes, were recommended for inclusion last
year by Tokyo organizers. While some officials have
expressed concern over whether skateboarding
has a unified governing body, the board is likely to
recommend the five sports for inclusion as a pack-
age, which will go to a vote of the full IOC at its
session in Rio before the games.— AP 

Rio problems, doping issues and 
refugee athletes on IOC agenda

MOSCOW: Young girls attend a training session in MGFSO Olympic reserve school in Moscow. —AFP 


