
BERLIN: Borussia Dortmund could be set to lose another star for next sea-
son amidst reports Chelsea and Arsenal target Henrikh Mkhitaryan has
turned down a contract extension with the German giants. “Why should we
extend now? Micki (Mkhitaryan) still has a contract until 2017 and we’ll con-
tinue thinking about his future after that,” Mkhitaryan’s agent Mino Raiola
told German daily Bild. With Dortmund’s captain Mats Hummels having
already signed for rivals Bayern Munich next season, Dortmund
have been trying to tie down top midfielders Mkhitaryan and
Ilkay Gundogan, who is tipped to join Manchester City, on
long-term deals. Dortmund CEO Hans-Joachim Watzke
refused to comment on the situation with Mkhitaryan. The
Armenian international has had a stellar season at
Dortmund, scoring 23 goals and creating another 32 in
all competitions, as Borussia finished second only to
Bayern in Germany’s top flight. The 27-year-old netted
a hat-trick for Armenia on Sunday in their 7-1 victory
over Guatemala, and had a hand in six of their goals,
with their next international on Thursday against El
Salvador.—AFP 
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PARIS: Colombian rider Sergio Henao has been cleared of any
wrongdoing after his biological data were analyzed by
experts, the International Cycling Union (UCI) said yesterday.
Henao was withdrawn from racing by Team Sky last month
after concerns re-surfaced about his biological data. He had
been contacted by the UCI and the Cycling Anti-Doping
Foundation (CADF) with regards to his Athlete Biological
Passport (ABP) data between August 2011 and June 2015. “On
20 April 2016, in accordance with the World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) Athlete Biological Passport (ABP) Operating
Guidelines, the independent experts of the Athlete Passport
Management Unit (APMU) in Lausanne, Switzerland, request-
ed further information from Sergio Henao about his ABP val-
ues,” the UCI said in a statement. “As per the applicable ABP
regulations, the rider’s explanations were sent to the same
experts for review. After examination, the independent
experts came to the conclusion that there was no basis to
proceed further.” —Reuters

UCI: Henao cleared after 
biological data concerns

BAKU: Azerbaijan yesterday sentenced a prominent footballer to four years in
prison over concealing the murder by his relatives of a journalist who criticized
him on Facebook, his lawyer said. “A judge sentenced (former captain of the

Azeri Gabala football team) Javid Huseynov to four years in jail,” the
lawyer, Adam Mamedov said. Huseynov was found guilty of “con-
cealing the circumstances of the murder of journalist Rasim
Aliyev,” the lawyer added. Aliyev, a 30-year-old photo and video
journalist for a number of online publications, died in hospital in

August last year after being beaten by Huseynov’s relatives over
his Facebook post about a heated football match between teams
from Cyprus and Azerbaijan. Aliyev had criticized the behaviour of

Gabala’s striker Huseynov who waved a Turkish flag after the match
with Cypriot team Apollon Limassol and allegedly made an offensive

gesture at a journalist.  In April, an Azerbaijani court sentenced five
men-all of them friends and relatives of the footballer-to prison

terms ranging from nine to 13 years for beating Aliyev to death.
Aliyev told the Turan news agency before his death that he had

received insulting comments about his Facebook post.—AFP 

Azerbaijan jails footballer 
over journalist’s murder

Henrikh Micki rejects 
Dortmund extension

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Boston 31 20 .608 -       
Baltimore 28 21 .571 2       
Toronto 27 26 .509 5       
NY Yankees 24 26 .480 6.5   
Tampa Bay 22 27 .449 8       

Central Division
Kansas City 28 22 .560 -       
Cleveland 26 23 .531 1.5   
Chicago White Sox 27 25 .519 2       
Detroit 24 26 .480 4       
Minnesota 15 35 .300 13      

Western Division
Texas 30 21 .588 -       
Seattle 29 21 .580 0.5   
LA Angels 23 28 .451 7       
Houston 23 29 .442 7.5   
Oakland 23 29 .442 7.5   

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 31 21 .596 -       
NY Mets 29 21 .580 1       
Miami 26 25 .510 4.5   
Philadelphia 26 25 .510 4.5   
Atlanta 15 35 .300 15      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 35 14 .714 -       
Pittsburgh 29 21 .580 6.5   
St. Louis 27 25 .519 9.5   
Milwaukee 23 28 .451 13      
Cincinnati 17 34 .333 19      

Western Division
San Francisco 32 21 .604 -       
LA Dodgers 27 25 .519 4.5   
Colorado 23 27 .460 7.5   
Arizona 23 30 .434 9       
San Diego 20 32 .385 11.5  

MLB results/standings
NY Mets 1, Chicago White Sox 0; Atlanta 5, San Francisco 3; Boston
7, Baltimore 2; St. Louis 6, Milwaukee 0; Oakland 3, Minnesota 2;
Cincinnati 11, Colorado 8;  Houston 8, Arizona 3; Seattle 9, San
Diego 3; Chicago Cubs 2, LA Dodgers 0; Texas 9, Cleveland 2;
Washington 4, Philadelphia 3; Toronto 4, NY Yankees 2; Pittsburgh
10, Miami 0; Kansas City 6, Tampa Bay 2; LA Angels 5, Detroit 1.

TORONTO: Kevin Pillar #11 of the Toronto Blue Jays slides safely into second base with a double in the seventh inning as Didi Gregorius of the New York Yankees looks on dur-
ing the MLB game action May 30, 2016. — AFP 

NEW YORK: Matt Harvey rediscovered his form
with seven dominant innings of two-hit ball,
Neil Walker homered off Jose Quintana, and
the New York Mets beat Chicago 1-0 Monday
to send the reeling White Sox to their seventh
straight loss. Harvey (4-7) has been one of
baseball’s biggest puzzles, transforming from a
premier pitcher to baffled ballplayer. With both
teams wearing special Memorial Day uniforms
with camouflage lettering and trim, Harvey
struck out six and walked two to win for the
first time since May 8. His fastball velocity was
up markedly, and he threw 61 of 87 pitches for
strikes. Addison Reed struck out two in a per-
fect eighth. After wasting a four-run lead in the
Mets’ win over Los Angeles on Friday and giv-
ing up a pair of ninth-inning runs in Sunday’s
loss to the Dodgers, Jeurys Familia got three
straight outs to remain perfect in 17 save
chances. He has converted 33 consecutive save
opportunities dating to last season. Quintana
(5-5) was almost as good but has lost four
straight starts for the first time in his big league
career. He allowed four singles before Walker
led off the Mets’ seventh with his 12th homer, a
drive over the 370-foot sign in left.

RED SOX 7, ORIOLES 2
Xander Bogaerts extended his hitting streak

to 23 games and drove in two runs, Jackie
Bradley put Boston ahead for good with a sixth-
inning homer and the Red Sox beat Baltimore
in a matchup of the top two teams in the AL
East. David Ortiz and rookie Marco Hernandez
also homered for the Red Sox, who stretched
their division lead to two games. Both drives
came in a four-run eighth. Knuckleballer Steven
Wright (5-4) pitched a four-hitter, striking out
seven and walking five in his third straight com-
plete game. Mookie Betts scored twice on RBIs
by Bogaerts before Bradley connected off Tyler
Wilson (2-4) leading off the sixth. Bradley’s 29-
game hitting streak, which ended last week, is
the only one this season longer than Bogaerts’
career-best run.

CUBS 2, DODGERS 0
Travis Wood and three other relievers com-

bined for seven perfect innings after starter
Jason Hammel left with cramps, and Chicago
held Los Angeles to one hit in a victory.
Hammel exited after his right hamstring
cramped while warming up for the third
inning. Wood (3-0) pitched four perfect innings
in his longest stint of the season. Justin Grimm,
Pedro Strop and Hector Rondon pitched one
inning each for the Cubs, with Rondon getting
his ninth save. He has converted 20 straight
save opportunities dating back to Aug 14. Ben
Zobrist extended his hitting streak to a career-

high-tying 16 games. He singled leading off
the fifth and reached third when right fielder
Yasiel Puig misplayed the ball. He scored on
Jason Heyward’s infield single. Dodgers start-
ing pitcher Alex Wood (1-4) gave up two runs
and seven hits in five innings.

ANGELS 5, TIGERS 1
Jhoulys Chacin threw a four-hitter to win a

scintillating duel with Justin Verlander, and
Cliff Pennington’s tiebreaking RBI single dur-
ing a five-run eighth inning propelled Los
Angeles over Detroit.  Chacin (1-1) and
Verlander (4-5) combined to retire the first 27
batters at Angel Stadium before CJ Cron’s sin-
gle leading off the fifth for Los Angeles. Chacin
lost his own perfect game bid on Andrew
Romine’s two-out single in the sixth. The pitch-
ers traded zeros until the Angels led off the
eighth with three straight singles against
Verlander, who gave up one hit in the first sev-
en innings of Detroit ’s fourth loss in five
games. Chacin threw his third career complete
game in his fourth start for Los Angeles.

NATIONALS 4, PHILLIES 3
Daniel Murphy hit a solo homer and

tiebreaking two-run single, Tanner Roark
threw seven sharp innings and Washington
held on for a win over Philadelphia. Bryce
Harper left the game shortly after taking a
fastball off the outside part of his right knee in
the seventh. The reigning NL MVP went to first
base, got doubled off on Murphy’s fly out to
left and was replaced by Chris Heisey in right
field in the bottom half. Roark (4-4) gave up
two runs and four hits. Felipe Rivero pitched
the eighth and Jonathan Papelbon escaped
trouble in the ninth for his 14th save in 16
tries. Maikel Franco and Ryan Howard hit con-
secutive doubles off their former teammate to
start bottom of the ninth and get the Phillies
within one run. But Papelbon struck out pinch-
hitter Tommy Joseph and Cesar Hernandez
and retired Tyler Goeddel on a liner to second.
Jeremy Hellickson threw seven impressive
innings for the Phillies before the Nationals ral-
lied off Hector Neris (1-2).

BLUE JAYS 4, YANKEES 2
Marco Estrada pitched eight scoreless

innings, Ryan Goins homered and Toronto
beat New York for its fifth win in six games.
Estrada (3-2) allowed three hits and won back-
to-back starts for the first time this season. He
beat the Yankees in New York last week.
Estrada’s start came at a perfect time for the
Blue Jays bullpen, which was worn down fol-
lowing Sunday’s 11-inning loss to Boston. Four
Toronto relievers, including closer Roberto

Osuna, were unavailable against New York.
After Aaron Loup gave up a two-run home run
to Brian McCann in the ninth, Drew Storen
came on and got the final two outs for his
third save. Ivan Nova (3-3) allowed four runs
and eight hits in six-plus innings, losing to
Toronto for the second straight start.

CARDINALS 6, BREWERS 0
Matt Carpenter had four hits and scored

three times, Carlos Martinez pitched eight
innings and St Louis beat Milwaukee. Martinez
(5-5) allowed five singles, walked one and
struck out eight, rebounding nicely after hav-
ing allowed at least four runs in each of his
three previous starts. Carpenter sparked the
offense from the leadoff spot. He even scored
from second in the seventh after catcher
Jonathan Lucroy lost track of a wild pitch by
Jhan Marinez that trickled to the backstop. St
Louis also took advantage of shaky defense to
score three runs in the third off Junior Guerra
(3-1), who allowed eight hits and three earned
runs in 6 1/3 innings.

ATHLETICS 3, TWINS 2
Coco Crisp homered leading off the game,

Khris Davis hit a tiebreaking sacrifice fly in the
sixth inning and Oakland beat Minnesota. Jed
Lowrie added two hits and scored the game-
winning run for Oakland while first baseman
Yonder Alonso singled, scored and made a div-
ing catch to end a threat in the seventh and
strand the potential tying and go-ahead runs
in scoring position. Kendall Graveman (2-6)
pitched six uneven innings to win for the first
time in more than a month for the A’s. Oakland
has won three straight since dropping the
opener of this six-game homestand. All of the
A’s runs came off Twins starter Erwin Santana,
who had only lost twice in 12 previous career
starts at the Coliseum. Santana (1-4) gave up
seven hits in seven innings with five strikeouts.

REDS 11, ROCKIES 8
Adam Duvall had his first career two-homer

game, Joey Votto hit his 200th homer and
Eugenio Suarez - who came in mired in an 0-
for-28 skid - also went deep in Cincinnati’s vic-
tory over Colorado. Zack Cozart also homered
for the light-hitting Reds, who collected a sea-
son-best 17 hits. The Rockies gave up five
homers after entering the game having
allowed a major league-low 15 in the month
of May. Dan Straily (3-2) overcame a slow start
and an early 5-1 deficit to pick up the win. He
helped himself by drawing a walk and scoring
a run in Cincinnati’s five-run fourth inning rally
that turned things around. Votto led off the
seventh with his eighth homer, a no-doubt

shot off Jason Motte over the scoreboard in
right that made him the seventh Reds player
to have 200 homers among his 1,000-plus
career hits.  Straily surrendered Daniel
Descalso’s bases-clearing double and gave up
an RBI single to Gerardo Parra in the third
when swirling winds wreaked havoc on fly
balls. Straily drew a walk from Chad Bettis (4-4)
in the fourth, when the Reds rebounded for
five runs and seven hits to chase Bettis, who
failed to hold a 5-1 lead.

ASTROS 8, DIAMONDBACKS 3
Collin McHugh struck out eight in his first

career complete game, Jason Castro had three
RBIs and Houston continued its recent surge
with a win over Arizona. The Astros jumped on
Edwin Escobar (0-1) in his first big league start,
scoring eight runs off the left-hander in 3 1/3
innings. Castro hit a two-run double off
Escobar in the third inning and Houston had 13
hits overall to win for the sixth time in seven
games. Astros leadoff hitter George Springer
added three hits, two runs and an RBI. McHugh
(5-4) gave up a solo homer to Paul
Goldschmidt in the first inning, but retired 21
of the next 22 batters in the five-hitter.

MARINERS 9, PADRES 3
Kyle Seager’s two-run homer in the sixth

inning snapped a 2-all tie and Dae Ho Lee’s
three-run shot capped a five-run eighth inning
to give Seattle a victory over San Diego.
Seager’s ninth homer of the season broke a 2-
all tie and capped a four-run sixth inning for the
Mariners. The two-run shot bounced off the top
of the wall in right-center field and barely elud-
ed the glove of San Diego’s Matt Kemp. The
Padres lost for the seventh time in eight games
as starter Andrew Cashner (2-5) pitching a sea-
son-high 6 1/3 innings. Seattle did very little the
first two times through the batting order
against Cashner, but was given a chance to rally
thanks to a solid outing from Nathan Karns (5-
1), who won his fifth straight decision.

BRAVES 5, GIANTS 3
Mallex Smith hit a three-run triple in the

second inning, Mike Foltynewicz continued his
recent upswing by allowing only three hits and
one run in six-plus innings and Atlanta beat
Jeff Samardzija and San Francisco Giants. The
Braves survived San Francisco’s two-run, ninth-
inning rally. Brandon Crawford’s run-scoring
single in the ninth was the Giants’ third straight
hit off Arodys Vizcaino. The closer struck out
Jarrett Parker before second baseman Kelly
Johnson bobbled pinch-hitter Buster Posey’s
grounder, allowing another run to score. Kolby
Tomlinson’s grounder to third base ended the

game. Foltynewicz (2-2) gave up a leadoff
homer to Brandon Belt in the second inning
but allowed only one other runner to advance
to second. He was lifted after allowing a leadoff
single to Hunter Pence in the seventh, only his
third hit allowed. He had two walks and four
strikeouts and lowered his ERA to 3.51.
Samardzija (7-3) was looking for his fourth
straight win as a starter for the first time in his
career. The right-hander allowed five runs, four
earned, and six hits and two walks in five
innings - his shortest start of the season.

RANGERS 9, INDIANS 2
Nomar Mazara hit a three-run homer, Ian

Desmond had a two-run shot and Texas beat
Cleveland. Derek Holland (4-4) pitched six
innings and gave up one run - a solo homer by
Mike Napoli - to win for the first time since
April 30. Josh Tomlin (7-1) lasted 3 2/3 innings
and lost for the first time since Sept. 15. The
right-hander was 12-0 in 13 starts following a
Cleveland loss dating back to last season.

PIRATES 10, MARLINS 0
Jeff Locke tossed a three-hitter and

Pittsburgh beat Miami. Gregory Polanco’s
grand slam, Sean Rodriguez’s two-run homer,
and David Freese’s four hits helped power the
offense for the Pirates, who won the first of a
four-game series in Miami. The first two games
were originally scheduled to be played in
Puerto Rico, but were moved due to concerns
of the Zika virus. Locke (4-3) struck out one
and did not walk a batter while throwing 67 of
105 pitches for strikes. It was his first complete
game in 101 career starts. Locke retired 19
straight at one point and needed just six pitch-
es to get through the seventh inning. The
announced crowd of 10,856 was a season-low
for the Marlins, who entered the day averag-
ing just under 20,000. Marlins starter Justin
Nicolino (2-3) allowed three runs and six hits in
five innings.

ROYALS 6, RAYS 2
Eric Hosmer hit a three-run homer after

Lorenzo Cain drove in the go-ahead run in a
four-run eighth inning and Kansas City defeat-
ed Tampa Bay. The Royals have won four
straight, matching their season best streak,
and have scored 19 runs after the sixth innings
in those victories. Cain’s single scored Alcides
Escobar with the first run of the inning before
Hosmer took a pitch from Erasmo Ramirez (6-
3) deep to right-center for his 10th home run.
Kelvin Herrera (1-1) blew the save, allowing a
run in the eighth, but he picked up the victory.
Steve Pearce scored from second on an infield
single by Steven Souza Jr. to tie it at 2.— AP 

Mets worsen White Sox’s misery
Mazara, Desmond homer as Rangers rout Indians 9-2


