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DHAKA: A court in Bangladesh yesterday sentenced six
Islamist militants to hang for a bank robbery in April that killed
eight people, lawyers said, but the defense vowed to appeal
against the verdict. Militants in the majority-Muslim nation
have targeted liberal bloggers, academics and members of
religious minorities in a surge of Islamist violence, killing at
least 27 people since early last year. 

Police blamed the bank robbery on members of Jamaat-
ul-Mujahideen, a banned militant group that has laid low
since six of its leaders were hanged in 2007. The gang set off
crude bombs as it fled a branch of state-run Bangladesh
Commerce Bank on the outskirts of Dhaka, the capital, with
takings of 700,000 taka ($8,900), after killing the manager to
get the key to the vault. Customers and bystanders gave
chase and beat one robber to death. A total of eight men
were killed during the incident. The militants received the
death sentence in view of the gravity of their crime, public
prosecutor Khandaker Abdul Mannan told reporters outside
the court after the verdict. “They committed a heinous crime.

They killed innocent people,” he said, adding that one of them
was still on the run. The court also sentenced another man to
life imprisonment and two others to three years in jail. Two
other suspects were acquitted. Defense lawyer Faruq Ahmed
said his clients would appeal to a higher court as they had
been denied justice. “The video footage of the robbery was
not produced before the court,” he added.

Members of Islamic State and al Qaeda have claimed
responsibility for most of the recent attacks. The government
has denied that either group has a presence in Bangladesh,
however, blaming home-grown Islamists instead. Dozens of
Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen members have been arrested and at
least five, including the mastermind of the robbery, have been
killed in shootouts since November, as security forces cracked
down on militants fighting to impose strict Islamic law on the
moderate Muslim nation of 160 million. In 2005, the Jamaat-ul-
Mujahideen set off nearly 500 bombs almost simultaneously
on a single day, some in Dhaka. Subsequent suicide attacks on
courts killed 25 people and injured hundreds.  — Reuters
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TOKYO: Searchers combed a forest in Japan
yesterday for a missing seven-year-old boy with
no clues about his fate as social media erupted
in anger towards his parents who said they
abandoned him by a road as punishment for
being naughty. Police on horseback were
among 130 rescuers scouring a mountainous
area of the northernmost island of Hokkaido
from dawn for Yamato Tanooka, who went miss-
ing on Saturday.

His parents first said he had disappeared
while the family foraged for edible plants. They
later told police they had left him by the road to

discipline him after he threw stones at people
and cars. They said they drove about 500 meters
down the road but when they went back a few
minutes later he had disappeared. The area is so
remote that residents of the region say they
rarely go through it. “We have done an unforgiv-
able thing to our child, and we have caused a
lot of trouble for everyone,” Yamato’s father,
Takayuki Tanooka, told television reporters. “I
just hope he is safe.”

Thousands of people took to social media,
some to pray for Yamato’s safety in an area
where the temperature at night falls to 7 Celsius

(45 Fahrenheit).  Heavy rain is forecast for
Tuesday night and the boy was wearing only a
T-shirt and jeans. “When I think of him being
alone in the woods like that, my heart aches,”
said one person posting on social media. But
most people on social media rebuked the par-
ents as neglectful. “If he was actually throwing
stones at cars, that shows there wasn’t a lot of
discipline anyway - and probably not enough
love either,” said one person. “Whatever the
result, this is parental neglect. It’s cold in the
Hokkaido mountains, and I hear there are bears,
too,” said another person. — Reuters
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NEW DELHI: Almost immediately after
Deepti’s wedding at a traditional ceremo-
ny in the Indian capital, the horrific abuse
began-behind closed doors at the hands
of her new husband. “He was brutal. He
forcefully had sex with me even when I
was admitted sick to hospital,” she said,
shuddering at the memory of the assaults
which she endured for months before
running away.

Deepti has spent three years since then
fighting for justice, but she doubts her hus-
band will ever be punished in a deeply
patriarchal country that does not consider
marital rape a crime. “I want to ask is there
no justice for victims like me? Just because
he married me, did it give him a right over
my body?” said Deepti, whose identity, like
those of other victims interviewed, has not
been revealed for legal reasons.

India has long suffered from high levels
of sexual violence including in the home,
but governments have shunned making
marital rape a crime. Women and children’s
minister Maneka Gandhi told parliament
recently that a lack of education along with
poverty, religious beliefs and societal
norms, among other reasons, make such a
law out of the question. The comments
sparked outrage among women’s groups,

and baffled many after the outspoken min-
ister had earlier indicated her support for
moving on the issue. 

But as the torrent of criticism grew,

Gandhi reversed her position, saying it was
now under consideration. “This is one of
the most complicated places to intervene
because you are intervening in the bed-

room,” she explained to reporters this
month. “How to do it with grace and with
firmness is something we need to negoti-
ate.” The law states “sexual intercourse by a
man with his own wife, the wife not being
under 15 years of age, is not rape”. 

Tougher laws
Husbands can be charged with a rela-

tively minor offence of cruelty, which carries
a maximum three years in jail or a fine.
Women can also seek restraining orders and
other protections under domestic violence
legislation. But victims and activists say
criminalizing marital rape would act as a
powerful deterrent and go a long way to
protecting women in their own homes. “You
can’t have two yardsticks for rape. You can’t
discriminate just because a woman is mar-
ried,” said a mother-of-two, Roma, at a coun-
seling session for marital rape in a Delhi
neighborhood. “I am sure if this law is put in
place, husbands will think twice before rap-
ing their wives.” The government tough-
ened laws in 2013 following the fatal gang-
rape of a Delhi student which unleashed
seething public anger about abuse against
women.  Rapists can now even get the
death penalty in extreme cases.

A former chief justice of India, appoint-

ed by the government at the time to inves-
tigate the laws, recommended including
marital rape-but his suggestion was disre-
garded. A parliamentary panel looking into
the issue in 2013 also rejected the idea, say-
ing it would place the “Indian family sys-
tem” under “great stress”. Karuna Nundy, a
lawyer who helped overhaul the laws in
2013, dismissed such arguments, along
with those that warn of wives misusing
such laws to settle personal scores with
their husbands. “Any law can be misused,”
Nundy said, adding that marital rape was
rarely reported to authorities, in part
because of the shame attached to it.

Keep quiet
Over half of women in India surveyed

two years ago said they had experienced
some form of sexual violence by a partner.
And 60 percent of men questioned in the
same survey admitted to perpetrating sex-
ual abuse against a partner, according to
the study conducted by the International
Center for Research on Women and the
United Nations Population Fund. Marital-
rape counselor and lawyer Monica blamed
India’s deeply entrenched patriarchal cul-
ture and a lack of awareness of women’s
rights for the figures.  — AFP 

SEOUL: A man watches a TV news program reporting a missile launch of North
Korea, at the Seoul Train Station in Seoul yesterday. — AP 

SEOUL: North Korea attempted to fire a
missile from its east coast yesterday but
the launch appears to have failed, South
Korean officials said, in what would be the
latest in a string of unsuccessful ballistic
missile tests by the isolated country. The
launch attempt took place at around 5:20
am Seoul time (2020 GMT), said the offi-
cials, who asked not to be identified.  They
did not elaborate. Tension in Northeast
Asia has been high since North Korea con-
ducted its fourth nuclear test in January
and followed that with a satellite launch
and test launches of various missiles.

Japan put its military alert on Monday
for a possible Nor th Korean missi le
launch. “North Korea shows no sign of
abandoning the development of nuclear
missiles and so we will continue to work
closely with the US and South Korea in
response and maintain a close watch,”
Japanese Minister  of  Defence Gen
Nakatani told a media briefing. North
Korea appeared to have attempted to
launch an intermediate-range Musudan
missi le,  South Korea’s  Yonhap News
Agency said.  Nor th Korea attempted
three test launches of the Musudan in
April, all of which failed, US and South
Korean officials have said.

Yonhap quoted a South Korean gov-
ernment source as saying the missile was
likely to have exploded at about the time
it lifted off from a mobile launcher. China,
North Korea’s only major ally, called for
the cessation of any action that would
exacerbate tension. “The situation on the
peninsula remains complex and sensitive,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying said at a briefing when
asked about the launch. “We think that all
sides should avoid any actions that fur-
ther worsen tensions.” China has been
angered by North Korea’s nuclear and
missile tests and signed up to tough UN
sanctions against its reclusive neighbor in
March. North Korean state media did not
mention any missile launch.

In a rush?
The North’s flurry of weapons technolo-

gy tests this year came in the run-up to the
first congress in 36 years of its ruling
Workers’ Party early this month, where
young leader Kim Jong Un consolidated his
control. Yesterday’s launch appears to have
been its first missile test since then, and
experts said it was unusual to test-fire a
missile so soon after a failure. The South
Korean military said the successive tests
could stem from Kim’s order in March for
further tests of nuclear warheads and ballis-
tic missiles. “They must’ve been in a rush.
Maybe Kim Jong Un was very upset about
the failures,” said Lee Choon-geun, senior
research fellow at South Korea’s state-run
Science and Technology Policy Institute.

North Korea has never carried out a suc-
cessful launch of the Musudan missile, which
theoretically has the range to reach any part
of Japan and the US territory of Guam. The
North is believed to have up to 30 Musudan
missiles, according to South Korean media,
which officials said were first deployed in
around 2007. “It could have cracks and
something wrong with the welding,” Lee said
of possible causes for the latest failure. “But
deployment before test-firing these to com-
plete development seems unusual.” The
attempted launch took place near the east
coast city of Wonsan, one of the South
Korean officials said, the same area where
previous Musudan tests had taken place.
Separately, the international department of
China’s Communist Party said diplomat Ri Su
Yong, one of North Korea’s highest-profile
officials, visited China yesterday, meeting the
department’s head, Song Tao. The two
expressed a desire to increase cooperation
between their parties and work hard to pro-
mote regional peace and stability, the
department said in a brief statement. There
was no indication of any link between the
missile launch and Ri’s visit. Ri was foreign
minister until he was named a member of
the politburo during the recent Workers’
Party congress. — Reuters
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KOLKATA: Indian police arrest activists from the Social Unity Centre of India
(SUCI) organization as they block a road during a protest against a gang rape in
Kolkata yesterday. — AFP 

KANCHANABURI: Wildlife authorities in Thailand have raided
a Buddhist temple where tigers are kept, taking away 40 of the
animals yesterday and vowing to confiscate scores more in
response to global  pressure over wildlife trafficking. The
Buddhist temple in Kanchanaburi province west of Bangkok
had more than 130 tigers and had become a tourist destina-
tion where visitors took selfies with tigers and bottle-fed cubs.
The temple promoted itself as a wildlife sanctuary, but in
recent years it had been investigated for suspected links to
wildlife trafficking and animal abuse. Wildlife activists have
accused the temple’s monks of illegally breeding tigers, while
some visitors have said the animals can appear drugged. The
temple denies the accusations.

The raid, which began on Monday, was the latest move by
authorities in a tug-of-war since 2001 to bring the tigers under
state control. Adisorn Nuchdamrong, deputy director-general
of the Department of National Parks, said his team was able to
confiscate the tigers thanks to a warrant obtained a few hours
before the operation began. “We have a court warrant this

time, unlike previous times, when we only asked for the tem-
ple’s cooperation, which did not work,” Adisorn said.
“International pressure concerning illegal wildlife trafficking is
also part of why we’re acting now.”

Officials moved seven tigers from the temple on Monday
and 33 yesterday, leaving 97 still there. Adisorn said the
department planned to remove all of the tigers and send them
to state-owned sanctuaries. Officials also found also found six
hornbills, which are protected birds, at a monk’s residence, he
said. Monks at the temple were not available for comment.
Previous attempts to inspect the tigers were largely blocked
by the temple’s abbots but in January and February wildlife
officials removed 10 tigers. Thailand has long been a hub for
the illicit trafficking of wildlife and forest products, including
ivory. Exotic birds, mammals and reptiles, some of them
endangered species, can often be found on sale in markets.
The government introduced new animal welfare laws in 2015
aimed at curbing animal abuse, but activists accuse authorities
of not enforcing the legislation. — Reuters
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KUNDUZ: The Taleban killed at least 16 people and
kidnapped dozens of others yesterday after pulling
them from buses in northern Afghanistan, officials
said, in the latest assault since the insurgents named
a new leader last week. The Taleban have so far not
commented on the incident in Aliabad district in the
volatile province of Kunduz, where the insurgents
briefly overran the provincial capital in a stunning
military victory last year. 

“The Taleban shot dead 16 passengers and they
are still holding more than 30 others,” said Sayed
Mahmood Danish, spokesman for the governor of
Kunduz.  Police commander Shir Aziz Kamawal gave
a death toll of 17. Around 200 passengers were trav-
elling in the buses when they were stopped by the
Taleban. “They (Taleban) have released some pas-
sengers but are holding many others.  None of the
passengers were wearing military uniform, but
some may have been former police,” he said.

Residents of insurgency-prone Aliabad said

that the militants were holding an informal court
in a local mosque, scrutinizing the ID documents
of the passengers and interrogating them for any
government links. Highways around Afghanistan
passing through insurgency prone areas have
become exceedingly dangerous, with the Taleban
and other armed groups frequently kidnapping
and killing travelers.

Civilians are increasingly caught in the cross hairs
of Afghanistan’s worsening conflict as the Taleban
step up their annual spring offensive, launched last
month against the Western-backed Kabul govern-
ment. The Afghan Taleban last Wednesday
announced Haibatullah Akhundzada as their new
leader, elevating a low-profile religious figure in a
swift power transition after officially confirming the
death of Mullah Mansour in a US drone strike. The
drone attack, the first known American assault on a
top Afghan Taleban leader on Pakistani soil, sent
shock waves through the insurgent movement,

which had seen a resurgence under Mansour. He
was killed just nine months after being formally
appointed leader following a bitter power struggle
upon confirmation of founder Mullah Omar’s death.
US President Barack Obama, who authorized the
drone strikes, said Mansour had rejected efforts “to
seriously engage in peace talks”, asserting that direct
negotiations with the Afghan government were the
only way to end the attritional conflict. The US
killing of Mansour showed that Washington has at
least for now abandoned hopes of reviving the
direct peace talks between Kabul and the Taleban,
which broke down last summer. 

Internally displaced
Amnesty International said yesterday that more

than 1.2 million Afghans have been forced to flee
their homes due to violence in the past three years
and urged the Kabul government and the interna-
tional community to tackle the country’s growing
crisis of refugees internally displaced by war. Those
numbers are growing as the war, now in its 15th
year, intensifies, the rights group said in a report
released in Kabul, adding that many of the inter-
nally displaced “live in horrific conditions on the
brink of survival.” 

The Taleban have been waging war on the
Afghan government since their regime was toppled
in the 2001 US invasion. With the withdrawal of
most international combat troops in 2014, the insur-
gency has stepped up - the United Nations says that
in 2015 alone, 11,002 civilians were killed or wound-
ed, most of them by insurgents. The report quotes
Farzana, a mother of seven who has lived in a Kabul
camp for internally displaced people for more than a
decade, after fleeing her home in Parwan province. 

Since her husband left a few years ago, she has
been the family’s sole breadwinner. “When you can’t
put food on the table for your children, it is worse
than being hit with a gun,” said Farzana, who was
identified only by one name. The Afghan govern-
ment is failing the displaced, even in areas where
the international community is involved, Amnesty
said. Pilot programs in three conflict-torn provinces -
western Herat, northern Balkh and Nangarhar on
the eastern border - have stalled, it said. — Agencies  
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KUNDUZ: Afghan relatives stand over the body of the victim of a Taleban attack, in a hospital
at the Aliabad district of Kunduz province yesterday. — AFP 


