
LONDON: Almost 46 million people are living as slaves
globally with the greatest number in India but the
highest prevalence of slavery in North Korea, accord-
ing to the third Global Slavery Index released yester-
day. The index, by Australia-based human rights group
Walk Free Foundation, increased its estimate of people
born into servitude, trafficked for sex work, or trapped
in debt bondage or forced labor to 45.8 million from
35.8 million in 2014.

Andrew Forrest, founder of Walk Free, said the rise of
nearly 30 percent was due to better data collection,
although he feared the situation was getting worse
with global displacement and migration increasing vul-
nerability to all forms of slavery. Incidences of slavery
were found in all 167 countries in the index, with India
home to the largest total number with an estimated
18.4 million slaves among its 1.3 billion population.

But North Korea ranked as worst in terms of con-
centration with one in every 20 people - or 4.4 per-
cent of its 25 million population - in slavery and its
government doing the least to end this with reports
of state-sanctioned forced labor. “We need to make it
clear we’re not going to tolerate slavery and when

there is slavery in a regime we should not trade with
them,” Forrest, an Australian mining billionaire and
philanthropist ,  told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation. “If North Korea objects - and I am sure
they will - then I am happy to go there and survey
the country and very happy to change the number if
we are proved to be wrong.”

Numbers criticized
Forrest acknowledged the latest data was likely to

attract criticism with some researchers accusing the
index of flawed methodology by extrapolating on-the-
ground surveys in some countries to estimate num-
bers for other nations. The 2016 index was based on
interviews with about 42,000 people by pollster Gallup
in 53 languages in 25 countries.

The data for North Korea, for example, that found
there were 1.1 million people there in slavery, was
compiled through extrapolation, testimony from
North Korean refugees and information gathered dur-
ing three country visits by Walk Free. But Forrest said a
lack of hard data on slavery in the past had held back
efforts to tackle this hidden crime and it was impor-

tant to draw a “sand in the line” measurement to drive
action. He challenged critics to produce an alternative.
The United Nation’s International Labor Organization
estimates 21 million people globally are victims of
forced labor but this does not take into account all
forms of slavery.

“Without measurement you don’t have effective
management and there’s no way to lead the world
away from slavery,” he said. “We want this index to be
a call to action. I have not yet seen the government or
the business reaction that we need to drive down
slavery although it is on its way,” said Forrest, adding
he had made efforts to ensure the supply chain of his
mining company Fortescue Metals Group was slave
free. Forrest said the Global Slavery Index aims to
measure the prevalence of slavery in the 167 most
populous countries as well as the level of vulnerability
of people to enslavement and strength of govern-
ment efforts to combat this.

The 2016 index again found Asia, which provides
low-skilled labor in global supply chains producing
clothing, food and technology, accounted for two-
thirds of the people in slavery. About 58 percent of

people living in slavery are in five countries - India,
China,  Pakistan,  Bangladesh and Uzbekistan.
However the countries with the highest proportion of
their  population enslaved were Nor th Korea,
Uzbekistan, Cambodia, India and Qatar. The govern-
ments taking the least action to tackle slavery were
listed as North Korea, Iran, Eritrea, Equatorial Guinea,
and Hong Kong. By contrast the governments taking
most action were the Netherlands, the United States,
Britain, Sweden and Australia.

While Europe has the lowest regional prevalence of
slavery, Walk Free said it was a source and destination
for forced labor and sexual exploitation. The impact of
a mass influx of migrants and refugees fleeing con-
flicts and poverty has yet to be seen. Forrest said
India, while it had the highest number of slaves,
deserved credit for starting to address this although
surveys suggested domestic work, construction, farm-
ing, manual labor and the sex industry were still sec-
tors of concern. Forrest called on governments and
companies to take action. “This is not AIDS or malaria.
We have caused slavery and because it’s a human con-
dition we can fix it,” he said. — Reuters

NEW DELHI: India’s minister for women and children
unveiled a draft of the country’s first-ever comprehensive
anti-human trafficking law, which would treat survivors as
victims in need of assistance and protection rather than
as criminals. South Asia, with India at its centre, is the
fastest-growing and second-largest region for human
trafficking in the world, after East Asia, says the UN Office
for Drugs and Crime. There are no accurate figures on the
number of people trafficked within South Asia, but
activists say thousands of mostly women and children are
trafficked within India as well as from its poorer neighbors
Nepal and Bangladesh. Many are sold into forced mar-
riage or bonded labour to work in middle class homes as
domestic servants, in small shops and hotels or confined
to brothels where they are repeatedly raped.

Women’s Minister Maneka Gandhi said the draft bill
aims to unify existing anti-trafficking laws, prioritize sur-
vivors’ needs, and prevent victims such as those found in
brothel raids from being arrested and jailed like traffick-
ers. “The bill shows far more compassion and makes a
very clear distinction between the trafficked and the traf-
ficker, which is a nuance that should have been made 60
years ago,” Gandhi said on Monday as she unveiled the
draft Trafficking of Persons (Prevention, Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill, 2016.

The draft legislation provides for special courts to expe -
dite trafficking cases, more shelters and a rehabilitation
fund to help victims rebuild their lives. It also provides for
anti-trafficking committees - at district, state and central
levels - that will oversee prevention, protection and victim
rehabilitation. According to the National Crime Records
Bureau, there were 5,466 human trafficking cases regis-
tered in 2014, an increase of 90 percent over the past five
years, though activists say this is a gross underestimate.

Thousands of Indians - largely poor, rural women and
children - are lured to big cities each year by traffickers who
promise good jobs but sell them into domestic or sex work
or to industries such as textile workshops. In many cases,
they are unpaid or held in debt bondage. Some go missing,
and their families cannot trace them. Gandhi said the draft
bill would strengthen prosecutions and boost the number
of convictions by setting up a special investigative agency
to coordinate work between states and collect intelligence
on trafficking offences. There is also a provision for the
recovery of fines from the convicted in the draft bill, offi-
cials said, and victims who are not paid wages while in
servitude will be reimbursed. The draft bill makes providing
narcotic drugs or alcohol for the purpose of trafficking, and
using chemical substances or hormones for purposes of
exploitation offences. Gandhi said her ministry would be
accepting suggestions until June 30 on how to further
improve the proposed bill. It would then go to all the min-
istries for their feedback. — Reuters
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Almost 46 million people trapped in slavery 
North Korea and India are the key offenders

NEW DELHI: File photo shows an Indian bonded child laborer crying during a raid and rescue operation conducted by the Bachpan Bachao Andolan (Save
the Childhood Movement) in New Delhi. — AFP 

KRISHNAGIRI: It is noon and Dilbar Ali is
racing against time. The first truckloads of
mangoes from the orchards of Krishnagiri-
Dharmapuri region in southern India’s Tamil
Nadu state have arrived. The fruit needs to
be unloaded, sorted, graded and packed -
all before dawn. So lunch will have to wait.
The mangoes need to get to the export
houses and food processing factories imme-
diately, to keep up with demand for both
the fruit and its pulp, which is used in drinks
that fly off supermarket shelves in summer.
“It will be like last night - non-stop work,
with a breather only tomorrow morning,”
said Ali, heaving another sack of mangoes
onto a weighing scale.

India’s mango pulp market caters to some
of the world’s biggest food and beverage
players including PepsiCo, Coca Cola and
Unilever. In 2014/2015, it exported almost
155,000 tons of pulp worth 8.4 billion rupees
($126 million) with Yemen, the Netherlands,
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait among the top des-
tinations. But workers’ rights campaigners say
the industry in Tamil Nadu flourishes on the
back of overworked and underpaid seasonal,
migrant laborers like Ali, who comes from the
northeastern state of Assam.

A lack of rain, global competition and
fluctuating prices are squeezing profit mar-
gins of many growers in the region. “The sec-
tor is very labor intensive,” Mathew Joji of the
non-profit International Justice Mission told
the Thomson Reuters Foundation. “Besides
low wages, to ensure there is no manpower
is lost, there are restrictions on their move-
ments, which is a clear violation of the work-
ers’ rights and a method of bondage.”

India is home to more than 18 million
people living in some form of modern slav-
ery, the greatest number of any country,
according to the third Global Slavery Index
released yesterday by the Australia-based
Walk Free Foundation. In India, modern slav-
ery occurs in industries ranging from con-
struction to textile manufacturing and agri-
culture to domestic servitude - with bonded
labor featuring heavily.

Bittersweet harvest
On May 10, revenue officials rescued a

family of three, including a child tasked
with clearing weeds from the fields, on a
mango farm not far from where Ali toils. In
a complaint filed with the police,
Parthiban, one of the victims, said he was
working to pay off a 20,000 rupee ($300)
loan. “The owner does not pay us any
wages. We borrow from the owner for pet-
ty amounts whenever we have to buy gro-
ceries and other basic needs,” he said in the
complaint. “ The owner added these
amounts to our advance. The owner says
now we have to pay 45,000 rupees ($676)
principal amount and an equal amount of
interest.” Up to 40,000 people are hired on
a temporary basis during mango picking
season from February to June when tem-
peratures hover around 40 degrees Celsius
(104 degrees Fahrenheit).

Almost all of them are migrants, mainly
from the northern Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
Assam states. Hired through contractors,
laborers can expect to work up to 15 hours a
day for a daily rate of 300 rupees ($5). Many
take advantage of the offer of an advance
on their wages and arrive on mango farms
already indebted. “In the farms and factory,
the exploitation is quite systematic,” said K.
Krishnan, head of the National Adivasi
Solidarity Council, a network of grassroots
organizations. “Big orchard owners and food
processing units are circumventing all
norms, including giving minimum wages
particularly in the case of women who are
paid just 150 rupees ($2),” he told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Mango mania
From a side gate of a factory run by food

processing company Capricorn Food
Products India Limited, a stream of men
make their way to the far end of the premis-
es. Hidden from view, this area houses the
1,000-plus migrant laborers who unload
trucks of fruit and put them on to conveyor
belts that enter the factory. “Hiring local

labor is tiresome and most of them don’t
want to do hard work. Besides, they
demand more pay, take more (days) offs
and don’t do overtime,” said a Capricorn
Foods official, who requested anonymity.

“So we link up with contractors who
bring laborers every season. And we pro-
vide them rooms in the factory to stay.” No
one can leave the premises without prior
permission. “Once a week, we are given a
slip that permits us to go out to buy basics.
The rest of the time, we either work or wait
in our rooms,” said Azim Shah, sitting in a
tea stall across the factory during his week-
ly outing. “If there is a medical emergency
or problem, our supervisor deals with it. In
most cases, it means wages are cut,” he said.
Capricorn Food Products managers did not
respond to telephone calls or emails
requesting an official comment.

Orchard economics
E Madhavan is general secretary of the

Dharmapuri and Krishnagiri Fruit and
Vegetable Processors’ Federation. He
denies there is labor exploitation in the
region, saying that wages were fair and
paid on time. M Vijay disagrees. The laborer
practically lives on the four acre mango
orchard where he is employed. He gently
plucks the fruit, constantly wiping off the
sticky sap from his palms.

To get paid, he must fill blue crates with
150 mangoes each and then carry them to a
trailer parked at one end of the farm.  He
does not keep count of how many crates he
fills. But Ali, who unloads them at the
wholesalers AR Mango Mandi, keeps track.
“It’s back breaking. I count so that I know
how much I am pushing myself,” he said. The
owner, AR Ahmad Basha, one of the biggest
dealers in the region, sells up to 250,000
tons of fruit in two months. “The boys stay
on the premises and work whenever
required. I provide them three meals and
pay them on time. What more is required?”
he said, before turning to haggle over quali-
ty and prices with a farmer. — Reuters

Debt bondage, exploitation 

spoil India’s mango harvest 

LONDON: Modern slavery has become a catch-all term to
describe human trafficking, forced labor, debt bondage,
sex trafficking, forced marriage and other slave-like
exploitation. Nearly 46 million people are enslaved
around the world, according to the 2016 Global Slavery
Index published yesterday. While there is no globally
agreed definition of modern slavery, some of the key ele-
ments are defined below. Many forms of slavery involve
more than one of these elements.

Bonded labor
People become bonded laborers after falling into debt

and being forced to work for free to repay the lender.
Many will never pay off their loans, and debt can be
passed down through the generations. Bonded labor has
existed for hundreds of years and flourishes in South Asia
in agriculture, brick kilns, mills and factories.

Descent-based slavery
When people are born into slavery because their fami-

lies belong to a class or caste of “slaves” in countries that
have strict hierarchical social structures.

Forced labor
When people are forced to work, usually for no or

inadequate payment, as a result of violence or intimida-
tion. Many find themselves trapped, often in a foreign
country, with their passports confiscated by employers,
and unable to leave.

Early and forced marriage
When children, usually girls, under 18 years old are

married without their consent and forced into sexual
and domestic servitude.

Human trafficking
This happens when men, women and children are

exploited through the use of violence, deception or
coercion and forced to work against their will. A key dif-
ference from people smuggling is that trafficking is
done for the purpose of exploitation. People can be traf-
ficked for many different forms of exploitation such as
forced prostitution, forced labor, forced begging, forced
criminality, domestic servitude, forced marriage and
forced organ removal. — Reuters

From sex trafficking to forced 

labor, what’s modern slavery?

LONDON: Nearly 46 million people around the
world are living as slaves, forced to work in facto-
ries, mines and farms, sold for sex, trapped in debt
bondage or born into servitude, according to the
third Global Slavery Index released yesterday. The
survey by Walk Free Foundation, the Australia-
based human rights group, increased the estimat-
ed number of people in modern slavery to 45.8
million from 35.8 million in 2014. Here are some
key figures from the index:

India - the greatest 
Asia is home to an estimated two-thirds of the

total number of people living in modern slavery.
Sub-Saharan Africa accounts for about 15 percent
of the world’s slaves while India is the country
with the greatest number of people living in
some form of modern slavery, estimated at 18.3
million. China came second with an estimated 3.4
million slaves and Pakistan third with an estimat-
ed 2.1 million slaves.

The top 10
Rounding out the top 10 were Bangladesh, Uzbekistan,

North Korea, Russia, Nigeria, Democratic Republic of the
Congo and Indonesia. North Korea is the country with the
highest estimated proportion of modern slavery with
nearly one in every 20 North Koreans, or 4.37 percent of a
25 million population, living in slavery. In terms of concen-
tration, second was Uzbekistan with 3.97 percent of its
population in slavery amid reports of forced labor in its
cotton industry, then Cambodia with 1.6 percent, India
with 1.4 percent and Qatar with 1.36 percent

Combating slavery
Governments taking the most steps to combat mod-

ern slavery were the Netherlands, the United States,
Britain, Sweden, Australia, Portugal, Croatia, Spain,
Belgium and Norway The least action was being taken by
the governments of North Korea, Iran, Eritrea, Equatorial
Guinea, Hong Kong, Central African Republic, Papua New
Guinea, Guinea, the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
and South Sudan. — Reuters

The key figures 

India unveils draft law on human trafficking


