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NEW YORK: US Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump speaks during a
press conference at the Trump Tower yesterday. — AFP 

BRASILIA: The government of Brazil’s acting
president Michel Temer took a fresh hit on
Monday as the anti- corruption minister
resigned after a recording revealed him criti-
cizing a probe into graft at state oil giant
Petrobras, officials said. Fabiano Silveira was
the second minister to exit in the span of a
week from Temer’s government, which has
only been in power for 18 days following the
suspension of  Di lma Rousseff  for  an
impeachment trial.

In audio released by Globo television on
Sunday night, Silveira was heard talking to
Senate President Renan Calheiros and Sergio
Machado, the president of Petrobras subsidiary
Transpetro, both of whom are being investigat-
ed in the embezzlement probe. In the record-
ing, Silveira was heard saying that the prosecu-
tion in the case was “lost” and gave advice to
Machado on how to protect himself from the
investigation. The recording was made in
March when Silveira was serving on the
National Council of Justice.

Brazilian media said Machado recorded the
conversation, trading the information for
leniency from prosecution. The presidential
palace’s media office confirmed Silveira’s res-
ignation. In his resignation letter, excerpts of
which were published by Brazilian media,
Silveira defended himself and said his remarks
were “generic comments and simple opinion,
amplified by the climate of political exaspera-
t ion to which we al l  bear witness.” On
Monday, officials from the Transparency
Ministry, created by Temer to fight rampant
corruption in Brazil, staged protests to call for
Si lveira’s  ouster.  Corruption watchdog
Transparency International also called for
Silveira to step down.

Leaked Recording 
His exit comes about one week after a

main Temer ally, Romero Juca, was fired from
his planning minister post after another
leaked recording in which he apparently said
impeaching Rousseff could be a way to derail
the Petrobras probe. The probe, codenamed
Operation Car Wash, has seen investigations
and prosecutions opened against dozens of
politicians and executives - a who’s who of
the business and political elite in Brazil -
including Juca.

Temer, who was vice president and took
over from Rousseff after her suspension for an
impeachment trial on May 12, is trying to push
through economic reforms to pull Brazil out of
deep recession. It was Machado who was also
speaking in the tape that led to the firing of

Juca. Machado is cooperating with prosecutors
now and his testimony could snare other
members of Temer’s centrist PMDB party.

After Juca was fired last week, Temer said
the probe into Petrobras would not only con-
tinue but that he himself plans to press for it to
be even tougher. Machado’s appearance on the
scene is also bad news for the Senate president
Calheiros. It is in the Senate where in a few
months Rousseff will stand trial on charges of
cooking government books to make her budg-
et look better in 2014 as she sought re-election.

In another conversation leaked last week,
Calheiros is heard calling for changes in the
law that lets people who confess to being part
of the Petrobras scandal receive lighter sen-
tences in exchange for details of the scheme.
These plea bargains were key to breaking open

the scandal, in which bribes and kickbacks are
estimated to have cost the company some $2
billion over the course of a decade.

The scandal fueled an atmosphere of grass-
roots fury over corruption and economic decay
in a country that was the poster child for
emerging economies just a few years ago, and
helped lead to the collapse of support for
Rousseff and her government. Temer’s replac-
ing Rousseff has been messy. He triggered
complaints immediately by appointing a cabi-
net made up exclusively of conservative white
men, including three under investigation for
the Petrobras scandal. Temer, as part of his eco-
nomic reforms, also tried to eliminate the cul-
tural ministry but had to drop the plan amid a
backlash from singers and artists that stretched
as far as the Cannes film festival. — AFP  

BRASILIA: Brazilian suspended President Dilma Rousseff poses with the authors of
the book “The Resistance to the Coup of 2016” during its launch at the University of
Brasilia on Monday. — AFP 

NEW YORK: US Republican presidential can-
didate Donald Trump yesterday detailed
$5.6 million in contributions he raised for
military veterans, and sharply criticized the
news media for questioning him for months
about what happened to the money. At a
combative news conference at Trump Tower
in Manhattan, the billionaire accused the
media of failing to give him credit for raising
the funds at an event in January in Iowa.
Trump said the money was benefiting 41
groups. He was withering in his criticism.
“The press should be ashamed of them-
selves,” Trump told reporters gathered
before him. “You make me look very bad.
I’ve never received such bad publicity for
doing a good job.”

He called an ABC News reporter at the
event, Tom Llamas, “sleazy” and said Jim
Acosta of CNN was “a real beauty”. Trump’s
criticism flew in the face of the hopes of
some Republican leaders who want Trump
to tone down his rhetoric and become more
magnanimous now that he has sealed the
Republican presidential nomination for the
Nov 8 election. Trump, whose bellicose rhet-
oric has been a trademark of an insurgent
candidacy that has upended the Republican
Party, has shown no signs of doing so.

Last week, he attacked some of his for-
mer rivals for the Republican presidential
nomination and a popular Latina
Republican governor, Susana Martinez of
New Mexico. Trump said the coverage of his

veterans group donations had been close to
libelous. Asked whether he would keep his
adversarial stance with reporters if elected
president, Trump said: “Yeah, it’s going to be
like this.” The New York real estate mogul
also bristled at the possibility that
Republicans opposed to him might run a
third-party candidate as an alternative to
Trump or the expected Democratic nomi-
nee, Hillary Clinton.

He said a leader of that effort, Bill Kristol,
editor of the Weekly Standard magazine,
“looks like such a fool”. “Let me tell you these
people are losers,” said Trump, adding that a
third-party candidacy would guarantee
Clinton wins the White House and deny
Republicans the chance to put conserva-
tives on the Supreme Court. “What you’re
going to do is lose the election for the
Republicans and therefore you lose the
Supreme Court,” he said.

Trump read out a l ist  of  veterans’
organizations that had received money
from the January event, which he attend-
ed instead of participating in a Fox News-
sponsored candidates’ debate. He said the
total of money raised for veterans could
climb higher as more comes in. He turned
the microphone over briefly to Al
Baldasaro, a Trump supporter and a veter-
an from New Hampshire who also skew-
ered the news media, saying reporters
should “get your head out of your butt
and focus on the real issues”. — Reuters 
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FORT MEADE, Maryland: A pre-trial
hearing for five Sept 11 suspects
began on Monday at Guantanamo
Bay,  with pr isoners’ t reatment
expected to be a focus of the US
military court sessions. Forty-two
motions are scheduled for the week-
long hearing at the Navy base in
Cuba.  They include mult iple
requests by defense lawyers for evi-
dence of how the five suspects were
treated at secret Central Intelligence
Agency prisons.

James Connell, a defense lawyer,
told Judge Army Colonel James Pohl
that medical records provided by the
prosecution had been insufficient,
lacking personal identifying informa-
tion and a chronology of patient care.

“This is not the way that discovery is
supposed to work ...  the medical
records are actually extremely impor-
tant,” said Connell, who represents
Kuwaiti inmate Ammar al Baluchi, an
alleged al Qaeda money mover.

He is among five men suspected
of conspiring to help hijackers slam
airliners into New York’s World Trade
Center,  the Pentagon and a
Pennsylvania field on Sept. 11, 2001.
Almost 3,000 people died in the
attacks. Two Guantanamo prisoners
unrelated to the Sept. 11 case could
testify to corroborate statements
made in February by Yemeni defen-
dant Ramzi bin al  Shibh. He has
accused guards of using noises and
vibrations to torment him for years.

Bin al  Shibh’s lawyer,  James
Harrington, told AP last week that
Abu Zubaydah, a Palestinian not seen
since his CIA capture in 2002, has
been called to testify about Bin al
Shibh’s allegations. A Somali inmate,
Guleed Hassan Ahmed, also has been
called as a witness. Bin al Shibh is
charged with wiring money from Al-
Qaeda leaders to the hijackers. Prison
staff have denied Bin al Shibh’s abuse
allegations. The case against the five
suspects has been plagued by
repeated delays and is likely years
from going to trial. The hearing is
being held at Guantanamo Bay. It was
monitored over closed-circuit televi-
sion at a press room at Fort Meade,
outside Washington. — Reuters 
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PORT-AU-PRINCE: Inmates at
Haiti’s only women’s prison recently
received a special gift: The chance
to see their  chi ldren for  a few
hours. “One year, 10 months and
seven days,” Berline Solon repeated
over and over, stroking the cheek of
her daughter Slovensia. That’s how
long it’s been since she’s seen the
girl. “She’s beautiful but she has lost
weight,” Solon said, her eyes fixed
on the 14-year- old.  “And she
doesn’t  go to school  anymore
because I’m not there to pay for it.
My sister  who looks after  her
doesn’t have the means.”

Tears mingled with laughter on
Sunday for the women, who are at
the mercy of a justice system so slow
that inmates can wait for years for
court dates. More than three-quar-
ters of the 306 women at the prison
have yet to appear in court, exacer-
bating overcrowding in the dilapi-
dated facility that should hold a
maximum of 100. “I’m proud to be
there for her but if only she could
leave with me today, I would be so
happy,” whispered 15-year-old
Sherlo, wiping away his tears.

His mother Sherley Sanon has
been imprisoned, waiting for a
court date, for more than four years.
She took the opportunity of the
rare meeting to impart some seri-
ous life lessons to her son. “I have

many things to tell him, to continue
to go to school, and tell him how to
deal with life’s challenges so that he
doesn’t become a truant, and to
continue to work hard at school,”
Sanon said.

Beds, Toilets, Water
The 27-year-old mother didn’t

want to gloss over the tough condi-
tions of her imprisonment, thinking
the truth might help keep her son on
the right side of the law. “There are
11 of us in one cell. We need more
beds, clean toilets and drinking
water,” she said. Sanon also remind-
ed her teenage son to shower twice
a day. Embarrassed, the boy looked
over his shoulder to see if anyone
heard her. But no one in the room
was listening to their conversation,
with families trying to make the
most of their limited time together
on the special Mother’s Day visita-
tion arranged by prison officials with
the assistance of the United Nations
and several NGOs.

Lack of money kept some families
from having a reunion. Claudette
Morisseau said she was seeing her
daughter for the first time since
2009, but her two sons weren’t able
to come. The three have no father
and survive on the generosity of
neighbors, and it wasn’t possible to
scrape together the money for all of

them to make the trip across town.
“They cannot let me sit in prison for
seven years without telling me that
my three children are left to fend for
themselves,” said Morisseau, who like
the others was also waiting to make
a court appearance.

The 30-year-old woman could
not hold back her tears when her
17-year-old daughter explained
that she had to borrow clothes from
a neighbor for the visit. “I’m afraid
that wil l  be driven to become
thieves,” she said. Outside in the
courtyard, Benita Duchene had dif-
ferent worries on her mind as she
waited in the rain for her release
papers. After serving 11 years of her
12-year sentence, the woman was
looking for ward to spending
Mother’s Day with her children who
are 24, 26 and 28 years old.

They live in Cap-Haitien, Haiti’s sec-
ond-largest city which is about 200
km from the capital Port-au-Prince,
and the cost of the trip - which can
take an entire day - was too high for
her family. “I’ve had a few telephone
calls with my children but no one has
come to see me since 2010,” she said.
“I am so happy about seeing them.”
“They need to give me a minute of
phone credit because I don’t know if
my son has arrived yet. I hear there are
always traffic jams in this city when it
rains,” she said. — AFP 
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