
News
I n  B r i e f

LOCA L
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2016

Home owner removes
floor built illegally

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Capital and Mubarak Al-Kabeer municipality
branches found 100 houses in violation of the construction
law. Assistant Director General for Capital and Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Affairs Faisal Al-Jumaah said the owner of a house
under construction had built more than three floors, and a
warning was issued to remove the violations. He said the
house’s owner obliged.

KUWAIT: These photos provided by Kuwait
Municipality show houses where construction viola-
tions were detected during crackdowns.

Traffic campaigns
The Interior Ministry’s General Traffic Department car-
ried out a campaign in all governorates from May 22
to May 28. The campaign resulted in issuing 42,583
violations, 1,710 cars and 13 motorcycles were
impounded, 47 persons were jailed and five expats
were sent for deportation for driving without licens-
es. The traffic department, in cooperation with the
Public Works Ministry, also said the right lane of Al-
Ghous street in Mishref will be closed near the water
pump heading towards Sixth Ring Road for one
month for maintenance.

Driver arrested
Traffic detectives arrested a driver who had a decal of
former Iraqi president Saddam Hussein on his car,
images of which went viral on social media. The car
was found in Um Al-Haiman, and was registered in the
name of a citizen. But the driver was a Saudi, who had
already removed the sticker. Traffic officers issued a
citation and he was sent to the state security depart-
ment for legal action.

A Kuwait Municipality inspector checks the quality of
meat inside a butcher shop during a campaign yesterday

Food safety
Kuwait Municipality ’s public relations department
announced the start of its inspection campaigns at Ahmadi
branch, which was launched under the slogan ‘your health
is our concern,’ as part of preparations for the holy month
of Ramadan. The raids included Fahaheel, and resulted in
closing a butcher shop and a food store. Branch Director
Fahad Al-Tshili said emergency teams will carry out daily
campaigns according to the plan. Meanwhile, the Ahmadi
emergency team inspected food and meat stores in addi-
tion to spice shops, that resulted in closing two stores and
issuing seven citations.

IRBIL: Kuwait’s Zakat House has handed out
about 3, 500 food baskets to Syrian refugees
staying at camps in Irbil governorate in Iraq’s
Kurdistan region. In a statement yesterday,
Kuwait’s Consul General in Irbil Omar Al-
Kandari said “we are racing against time to
deliver humanitarian aid to Syrian refugees in
the region before the beginning of the holy
month of Ramadan, which falls in June.”

“We are now at the refugee camp of the
Dar Shukran, northwest of Irbil, to distribute
more than 2,400 food baskets to the
refugees,” he said. Kuwait has been providing
humanitarian aid to needy people and those
who are in distress, he stressed. Kandari not-
ed that the consulate helped Zakat House
and all Kuwaiti charities hand out aid to

needy people on the occasion of Ramadan.
Meanwhile, Salman Al-Kandari, a senior offi-
cial of Zakat House, said that “we continue
providing, for the third day in a row, humani-
tarian aid to Syrian refugees in this area.” 

He added that about 1,100 food baskets
were handed out on Monday to those staying
at a refugee camp in western Irbil. He stressed
that the campaign’s plan aims to distribute up
to 7,000 food baskets to meet needs of all
Syrian refugees in Irbil.

Separately, Kuwait Red Crescent Society
(KRCS) distributed 1,800 food parcels to Iraqi
families displaced in Irbil  and Dohuk in
Kurdistan region, Iraq. Director of Disasters
and Emergency at KRCS Youssef Al-Me’raj said
that that the Society continues this campaign,

which began this year, working to alleviate the
sufferings of the displaced Iraqis. A large num-
ber of food parcels were distributed to families
in Irbil and Dohuk during the past two days,
he said.

Meanwhile, 1,200 food parcels were distrib-
uted to Yazidi families displaced from Sinjar to
Shekhan district located in Dohuk gover-
norate, he added. KRCS also distributed 600
parcels on newly displaced families in
Makhmur district western Irbil, a region adja-
cent to Iraqi lands under the control of the so
called Islamic State (IS), he said. KRCS com-
menced distributing humanitarian aid to dis-
placed Iraqi since last year, as it distributed
40,000 food parcels in all of Kurdistan region
governorates. — KUNA

Zakat House, KRCS distribute food packages in Irbil

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality plans to
crack down on advertising agencies that
have been placing signs and commercial
ads on different occasions on various
streets and public facilities, informed
sources said. The sources added that the
municipality will  launch a wide-scale
campaign in various governorates within
a few days to take legal action against
such agencies. Notably, some agencies
have been damaging signs at various

traffic lights and roundabouts, in addi-
tion to lampposts.

Housing units
Municipal Council Chairman Muhalhel

Al-Khaled said that the council has allocated
enough land to build 260,000 housing units
over the past years, and blamed the Public
Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW) for
the delay. “The total number of applications
to get houses is 106,000,” he underlined, not-
ing that this was much less than the land
given, and thus no more land should be allo-

cated for housing. “The municipal council
has done its part,” he added, noting that the
housing authority sometimes relinquishes
lands like what it did in 1977 when it gave
away 100 sq km in Salmi to the ministry of
commerce and industry. Khaled added that
the Subbiya city due to be built in 2018 once
Jaber Bridge opens would include 55,000
housing units. 

Small projects
Chairman of the National Fund for Small

and Medium Enterprise Development

Mohammed Al-Zuhair said projects
approved until the end of the fiscal year
2015-2016 totaled 59 so far and that 21
projects were only approved last week.
Zuhair added that the fund approved eight
new projects yesterday. Responding to a
question about executing small and medi-
um projects’ transactions electronically,
Zuhair said applications could be filed
online, but entrepreneurs would later have
to visit the fund to discuss their projects
and feasibility studies in person. The final
decision will be sent by email. 

Municipality to fight
unauthorized street ads

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Astronomer Dr Saleh Al-Ojairi
said the first day of Ramadan would fall on
Monday, June 6. The fasting period will be
15 hours and 37 minutes long, and the
non-fasting period would be 8 hours and
23 minutes long. Ojairi added that the
Ramadan crescent would appear at 10:59
am and will still be visible for 17 minutes
after sunset on Sunday, June 5. He also pre-
dicted that this year’s Ramadan would be
30 days long and that the longest day
would be Wednesday, June 22. 

Construction violations
Municipal Council’s Deputy Chairman

Meshaal Al-Juwaisri stressed that every-
body approves of equality in law enforce-
ment concerning construction violations,
but stressed that the municipality should
enforce the law equally without any ‘wasta’

(connections) or turning blind eyes to vio-
lations committed by influential people.
Juwaisri also urged the municipality to
check construction violations in investment
(apartments) and commercial (shops) areas
first before private areas (houses). 

He also urged the municipality to warn
violators before disconnecting the power.
“Many citizens have gone to court and the
court ordered reconnecting their power sup-
ply, so why is the municipality carrying on
with actions that might cost it considerable
amounts of money to pay in compensation
after losing those cases?” he wondered,
defending the construction violations com-
mitted by citizens over the government’s fail-
ure in solving the housing problem.

Barayeh city 
The Municipal Council’s technical com-

mittee yesterday held a workshop presided
by member Fahd Al-Sane to discuss the

Barayeh city project. The work-
shop was also attended by
representatives from the
Ministry of Public Works
(MPW), Kuwait Municipality,
the Public Authority for
Housing Welfare (PAHW) and
the initiatives apparatus, who
all took part in discussing the
benefits of building the new
city. Sane explained that the
city would be built over an area of 35 mil-
lion sq m in southern Kuwait and opposite
Sabah Al-Ahmad City. 

He added that according to plans, 45
percent of the city would be allocated for
private residences (in 13 residential blocks),
7 percent for investment residences in five
blocks and 3 percent for a central park,
while the remaining area would be used for
commercial uses, public facilities, a univer-
sity (to be built over an area of one million

square meters) and an alterna-
tive power research center. 

Sane explained that the city
would be self-sufficient in terms
of labor and job opportunities.
He added that it would accom-
modate 85,000 people and that
once construction commences,
the project would be complet-
ed in three years. “The city will
include 17,000 housing units

and houses will be built over an area of 400
square meters,” he explained. 

The name Barayeh is the plural of
Baraha (open yard in Arabic), and that he
was inspired by the way old Kuwait was
built. The city will be highly dependent on
modern technology, namely in generating
over 85 percent of the power it would
need. An artificial lake will be dug to hold
processed recycled water that would be
used for irrigation. 

Ramadan to start Monday: Astronomer

Dr Saleh Al-Ojairi

KUWAIT: Seven fire brigades joined forces and succeeded
to control a fire that broke out at carpentry in Al-Shuwaikh
industrial area, Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) said
yesterday, adding that no causalities were reported. The

fire covered an area of almost 2,000 square meters, Deputy
Director at KFSD Brigadier Khaled Al-Mikrad said. 

Only martial damage was reported and investigation
is underway to determine cause of the blaze, he noted.

Fire engines from the departments of Al-Shuwaikh
Industrial Area, Al-Shuhada, Al-Salmiya, Sabahn, Al-
Qurain and Al-Ardhiyah took part in controlling the fire
that broke out on Monday. — KUNA 

Firemen control Shuwaikh
industrial area blaze


