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TORONTO: Gael Monfils of France plays a shot against Milos Raonic of Canada during Day 5 of the Rogers Cup at the Aviva Centre on Friday in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  — AFP

TORONTO: Frenchman Gael Monfils maintained his run
of brilliant form when he nullified Milos Raonic’s big
serve to eliminate the local favourite from the Rogers
Cup in Toronto on Friday. Monfils displayed his
renowned athleticism in a high-quality quarter-final,
relying on his lightning-fast court coverage to manufac-
ture a 6-4 6-4 victory over the losing Wimbledon finalist.

The 10th seed set up a semi-final against top seed
Novak Djokovic, who overcame poor serving and 33
unforced errors to beat Czech Tomas Berdych 7-6(6) 6-4
in an error-riddled match. Second seed Stan Wawrinka
and third seed Kei Nishikori will meet in Saturday’s oth-
er semi-final.

Five days after ending a drought of more than two
years by winning an ATP event in Washington, Monfils
took his hot form with him north of the border. The
capacity evening crowd did their best to lift powerful
Canadian Raonic, but Monfils, whose attitude has often
been questioned, did not buckle against the fourth
seed. Earlier, Djokovic staved off three set points in a
first set tiebreak before improving his career record
against Berdych to 25-2.

The Serbian admitted he was lucky to advance after
saving seven of eight break points. “Bit fortunate I must
say,” he said in an on-court interview. “My serve just was-
n’t right today. I just completely lost my rhythm, and he
was taking over control of my second serve, attacking it.

“On a quick surface like this you need a good serve.
Today it wasn’t to be but I won in straight sets. I must be
pleased with the way I hung in there. That’s all.” In the
afternoon session, Swiss Wawrinka advanced with a
comprehensive 6-1 6-3 victory over big-serving South
African Kevin Anderson.

“I started really well from the first game,” said
Wawrinka, a two-times grand slam champion who is
seeking his 15th ATP World Tour title. “It showed me that
I was ready, aggressive, moving really well.

“It’s one of the best matches of the year I played, I
think.  I was calm. Serving really good. Mixing a lot. I
was reading the game well, good in defence and found
a way to come back and attack.”

Next up for Wawrinka is Nishikori, who battled past
unseeded Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov 6-3 3-6 6-2. The
Japanese player, who reached the final in Miami and

the last four in both Madrid and Rome in ATP Masters
1000 events earlier this season, emerged victorious in
a see-sawing encounter that lasted a little more than
two hours.

Earlier,  Romania’s Simona Halep rallied for a 3-6, 6-1,
6-1 victory over Svetlana Kuznetsova on Friday to set up
a semi-final showdown with Angelique Kerber at the
WTA Montreal tournament.  Halep, seeded fifth, will
have a chance to avenge her quarter-final Wimbledon
defeat at the hands of Australian Open champion
Kerber, who reached the final four in Montreal with an
emphatic 6-2, 6-2 victory over teenager Daria Kasatinka.

“It was very tough, I feel really tired now, she played
very well and she’s very strong so I knew it was going to
be like this,” Halep said.  “All I can say is that I’m very hap-
py I could win against her, because we always have
tough matches.”

Once Halep shook off some early nerves, she was
able to pressure the Russian veteran’s serve and was
rewarded when Kuznetsova surrendered an early break
in the second set with a double fault.

Halep seized control for good with an early break in

the third to keep alive her hopes of improving on her
runner-up finish in Canada last year-when she retired
from the final against Belinda Bencic with an illness.
While Kerber encountered little resistance against
Russia’s Kasatinka she said Halep would be another
matter.

“It’s going to be tough,” Kerber said. “We’ve played a
lot of good matches in the past.” In the day’s other quar-
ter-finals, world No. 121 Kristina Kucova’s fairytale run
continued on Friday night with a straight set win over
15th seeded Johanna Konta.The Slovakian qualifier,
who ousted Canada’s Eugenie Bouchard in the third
round, fashioned a 6-4, 6-3 victory to end Konta’s
impressive recent run and quash her hopes of becom-
ing the first British player in 32 years to reach the top 10. 

Kucova’s win sets up a semi-final clash with tenth
seeded Madison Keys who defeated Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova 7-6 (7/3), 1-6, 6-0.

“I cannot believe it, I’m so happy. There is no secret to
my success, I feel so good here, I get so much energy
from the crowd,” Kucova said. “Although I’m already a bit
tired but they help me through.” — Agencies

Monfils beats Raonic in Toronto, Djokovic wins

RIO DE JANEIRO: A ban on all Russian weightlifters dealt a new blow to
the country ahead of an International Olympic Committee meeting yes-
terday that will be dominated by multiple doping scandals.

New criticism of the athletes’ village in Rio added to the dark clouds
hanging over the Games which start in one week. The International
Weightlifting Federation (IWF) banned all eight Russian contenders-five
men and three women-entered for Rio.

About 117 Russian competitors from the 387 initially put forward by
the Russian Olympic Committee have now been banned from the
Games. They include 67 track and field athletes.

Weightlifting’s reputation “has been seriously damaged on multiple
times and levels by the Russians, therefore an appropriate sanction was
applied in order to preserve the status of the sport,” the IWF said. “We
would like to highlight the extremely shocking and disappointing statis-
tics regarding the Russian weightlifters.” Among those banned, Artem
Okulov is a world champion while Ruslan Albegov took a bronze medal
at the 2012 London Games and Tatiana Kashirina a silver. The IOC has
taken fierce criticism for not ordering a blanket ban on Russia after an
independent report said there was state-organized doping at the 2014
Sochi Winter Olympics. The IOC executive is to meet today to discuss the
crisis.  The full IOC meets from tomorrow.

MORE FEDERATIONS TO REPORT 
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) president Craig Reedie, who is

also an IOC vice-president, is to give a report on the agency’s activities
yesterday. Reedie had led calls for a blanket ban on Russia over the dop-
ing. The IOC decided last week however that individual sporting federa-
tions had to examine Russian entries and decide whether they should be
allowed to compete. The Olympic committee will take a final decision on

Russian entries based on the recommendations. It is not yet known
when this will be announced however.

Boxing, golf, gymnastics and taekwondo are among sports still to
have announced their decisions. A small fire at the Rio athletes village
on Friday, which forced the evacuation of the Australian elegation, left a
new stain on preparations for the Games.

Team spokesman Mike Tancred told AFP “there was a lot of smoke”
but that athletes returned after fire fighters controlled the blaze. “There
was no big drama,” he said. Australia had led a boycott over conditions at
the village last week. And Rio de Janeiro mayor Eduardo Paes lashed out
Friday at the Olympics organizing committee, accusing it of “serious
problems” in managing the village.

Paes blamed the Rio2016 committee for a slew of problems at the vil-
lage, which has been his public relations nightmare all week. “The ath-
letes’ village was ready. Then the organizing committee took charge for
three months, and there were extremely serious management problems.

“During those three months, people intruded into the apartments
and a lot of things were stolen,” he told O Estado de Sao Paulo newspa-
per. “The doors were left half-open. The organizing committee was care-
less, objectively speaking.” He said his office was informed of the prob-
lems only last week, despite a series of weekly meetings between his
staff and the organizing committee.

Paes’s week got off to a rough start Sunday when the Olympic village
opened to a boycott from Australia, which refused to move in because
of exposed wiring, leaking pipes, blocked toilets, unlighted stairwells
and other problems.

More than 600 plumbers have been working at the village this week
to make repairs. The Rio Games start on August 5 and run through to
August 21. — AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO: A woman takes a selfie before an Olympic rings installation at
Copacabana beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, yesterday. The Olympic Games will run
from August 5 to 21, 2016. — AFP 


