
HOCKENHEIM: Nico Rosberg completed a clean sweep of practice for his
home German Formula One Grand Prix by topping the timesheets ahead of
Mercedes team mate Lewis Hamilton in yesterday’s final session. Hamilton,
who set a time just 0.057 seconds slower than Rosberg’s best of one minute
15.783, was summoned to see the stewards for being released from his
garage in an unsafe manner. Daniel Ricciardo went third for Red Bull with a
late flier that put him less than a tenth behind the Mercedes pair, indicating
that the German team may have more of a fight on their hands in Saturday’s
qualifying than the opening day of practice had suggested. Kimi Raikkonen
was fourth for Ferrari ahead of team mate Sebastian Vettel who is
making his first appearance at home in the Maranello-based
squad’s scarlet colours. Max Verstappen was sixth in the sec-
ond Red Bull ahead of the Williams pair of Valtteri Bottas and
Felipe Massa. Spaniard Fernando Alonso, who celebrated his
35th birthday on Friday, was ninth in his McLaren while Force
India’s Nico Hulkenberg rounded out the top 10. Alonso’s
team mate Jenson Button got back behind the wheel of his
McLaren after making a precautionary visit to hospital on
Friday to remove carbon dust lodged in his eye. —Reuters
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MOSCOW: Russia’s sports minister said yesterday that the
national team to compete in the Rio Olympics starting next
week so far has 266 competitors, although decisions were still
pending on several athletes.  “As of this morning I can say that
we will represent 29 disciplines out of 34, with 266 people,”
minister Vitaly Mutko said in an interview with sports channel
Match-TV. Besides 67 track and field athletes banned by the
International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) over
revelations of a state-run doping scheme, dozens more have
been told not to compete in Brazil, including swimmers, row-
ers, and wrestlers. Mutko said that Russia is still expecting to
hear final judgement on its swimming team yesterday.  “In
swimming, we announced a team of 35 people, now 26 have
passed the selection process,” he said, adding that he expect-
ed a final decision “today”.  The US Anti-Doping Agency said
Friday that Olympic medallist Nikita Lobintsev has tested pos-
itive for meldonium, the substance banned in the beginning
of 2016. He is one of seven swimmers who have been banned
from Rio.—AFP

Russian Rio team stands 
at 266 competitors

MADRID: Atletico Madrid will sign French forward Kevin Gameiro from fellow
La Liga side Sevilla, the Champions League runners-up announced yesterday.
Atletico have brought in Gameiro on a four-year deal, and he will join up with
compatriot Antoine Griezmann in attack. Gameiro will arrive in Madrid on
Saturday afternoon to undergo a medical. The 29-year-old joined Sevilla from
Paris Saint-Germain in 2013 and was part of the side that won three consecu-

tive Europa League titles. Gameiro enjoyed the most prolific season of his
career last term, scoring 29 goals in all competitions, including 10 in

Europe, but missed out on selection for Dider Deschamps’ France Euro
2016 squad. Atletico coach Diego Simeone had been looking to
strengthen his forward line, as Griezmann and Fernando Torres have
been sharing the bulk of the striking duties. Argentinian Simeone
had also added former Benfica winger Nicolas Gaitan and Croatian
defender Sime Vrsaljko to his squad this summer. Atletico also

announced Saturday that striker Luciano Vietto, who only joined
the club last year, would leave and go to Sevilla “for the next

season.” Atletico will be hoping to push on in the coming
season, after narrowly missing out on both the Champions

League and La Liga titles last campaign. —AFP
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SPRINGFIELD: Unheralded Robert Streb
matched the record-low round in major golf his-
tory Friday with an astonishing seven-under par
63 to seize a share of the lead after the second
round of the PGA Championship.

Top-ranked defending champion Jason Day’s
amazing run of seven birdies in eight holes to
grab a share of third was overshadowed by a 29-
year-old American on a rain-soaked Baltusrol
layout soggy enough to surrender low scores in
a wild afternoon of shot making. Back-nine
starter Streb made a lone bogey and eight
birdies, the last of them on a curling 21-foot putt
at the par-three ninth to make history and
match compatriot Jimmy Walker for the 36-hole
lead at nine-under 131.

“I was pretty excited about it,” Streb said. “I
was waiting on it to break, waiting on it to break
and it finally turned there at the end. “It was a
great round. Happy to be part of that 63 club.”

Streb’s 63 was the 30th shot at a major but he
was the 28th player to achieve the feat, Fiji’s Vijay
Singh and Australian Greg Norman having done
it twice. British Open champion Henrik Stenson
and runner-up Phil Mickelson each did it two
weeks ago at Royal Troon.

Baltusrol has surrendered the most 63s of any
major course with four, including two of only
four in US Open history, the 63s of Jack Nicklaus
and Tom Weiskopf in the first round in 1980, and
another by Thomas Bjorn at the 2005 PGA
Championship.

Streb, whose lone US PGA victory came in the
2014 McGladrey Classic, has gone 27 US PGA
events without a top-10 showing since placing
10th at the 2015 PGA Championship, although
he was fourth at this year ’s European Tour
Nedbank Challenge in South Africa.

Streb missed the cut in all three prior majors
this year but played the round of his life to put
himself in contention for a major title.

“The ball-striking and putting has been a lit-
tle difficult this year,” he said. “Just been trying to
hang on by a thread. Obviously it’s coming
together this week, which is nice.”

Australia’s Day fired a 65 to stand two strokes
adrift on 133 along with Argentine rookie
Emiliano Grillo, who shot 67. 

Day, who battled illness and fatigue in round
one, became annoyed at a double-bogey on the
seventh hole and responded with short birdie
putts at eight and nine, 18-foot birdie putts at 10
and 13 around a 10-footer at the par-3 12th.

Then came a stunning 37-footer at 14 and a
five-footer on 15 for good measure, although he
failed to take advantage of the par-5 17th and
18th or he might have shot 63, or better.

“That double bogey kicked me in the bum a
little bit,” Day said. “A little disappointed I didn’t
birdie either of the par-5s. But I’m saving them
for the weekend.

SHOWERS SOFTEN UP BALTUSROL 
Morning showers dumped an inch of rain on

the 7,428-yard layout and halted play for 41 min-
utes as groundskeepers cleared puddles from
greens and standing water from fairways. Balls
held on saturated greens and made up for the
lack of fairway roll.

“It was much softer,” Walker said. “If you were
in the fairway you could do anything you want-
ed with the golf ball.”

Sweden’s Stenson was alone in fifth after his
second consecutive 67 with two-time major win-

ner Martin Kaymer of Germany sharing sixth on
135 with Americans Patrick Reed and Brooks
Koepka. Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama eagled the
second hole on his way to a 67 to share ninth
with Welshman Jamie Donaldson and Americans
Rickie Fowler and Harris English.

Fourth-ranked Rory McIlroy fired a 69 but
could not overcome a bogey-less first-round 74
and the four-time major champion missed the
cut on 142 by a stroke. US left-hander Mickelson,
who opened with a triple bogey after a tee shot
that went over a fence and onto a street, birdied
the last to make the cut on the number.

Second-ranked Dustin Johnson, who won the
US Open last month, fired a 72 to finish on 149.
Only 10 players had worse 36-hole totals.

PGA BLUNDER HURTS IKEDA 
The PGA of America apologized after a rules

blunder that impacted the first back-nine
starters, including Japan’s Yuta Ikeda, who shot
67 to stand on 137.

The location guide sheet given Ikeda’s group
showed a hole cut on the left side of the green
when it had actually been put on the right side,
a blunder not caught until the group had played
approaches at the 10th, which Ikeda bogeyed.

Also on 137 was Jordan Spieth, whose shot
from a gravel path at the seventh hole aroused
ire for television viewers over possible rules vio-
lation, although a PGA of America statement
said there was no violation. — AFP

Reed moves into 
contention at PGA

SPRINGFIELD: The question stumped
Patrick Reed and he asked for it to be
repeated. Or maybe he was simply stunned
that after shooting a second-round 65 to
move into contention Friday at the PGA
Championship, someone was asking him
about his cockiness.

Reed’s self-assurance is well known
throughout golf. Why it would be a topic
following several enthusiastic answers
about his upcoming Olympic participation,
and some insightful thoughts on how
Baltusrol played in the second round, was
somewhat difficult to fathom.

But Reed scrambled - something not
required much in his seven-birdie perform-
ance that placed him at 5-under 135. Asked
about believing in himself as a “top-three
player,” Reed seemed somewhat amused.

“I appreciate you saying top three,
because I said top five,” he said. “And I
appreciate you calling me cocky, as well. I
don’t really know how to take that one.
“You have to believe in yourself. If there
was not a mic around and you went out
and asked every single guy, and if they
knew you weren’t media and ... asked every
single guy where do you want to be, they
are going to say No. 1 in the world. And if
they don’t, then those guys also aren’t win-
ning every week or even having a chance
to win golf tournaments because they are
not believing in themselves.

“But really at the end of the day, when it
comes down to it, yeah, I believe in myself. I
play golf. I am who I am. ... I’m not writing
the articles. It comes down to how you all
portray me, not how I portray myself,
because I didn’t write the article. There’s
been some I fixed and some that are true
and I like the articles.

IMPRESSSIVE
“But at the end of the day, all I can do is

play golf and be who I am, and hopefully I’ll
write the good ones.” Reed has written an
impressive story since becoming a PGA
Tour regular in 2013. He’s won four times,
including becoming the youngest player to
take a World Golf Championship by win-
ning at Doral in 2014. He also won the 2015
Tournament of Champions in Hawaii. His 3-
0-1 showing at the 2014 Ryder Cup was the

strongest and most forceful of any
American. Yet because he hasn’t won this
year - he has two runner-up finishes and
ranks 14th in the world - his confident atti-
tude gets questioned.

Reed also was asked why he hadn’t ele-
vated his game to match “guys your age?”
“I’m playing great, I have a lot of top-10s,”
he responded emphatically. “I’ve just had
my best finish at a major so far (tied for
12th at the British Open) and I’ve only been
on the tour for three years. 

Everyone acts like I’ve been on tour for
15, 20 years. I’m only 25.” Reed always
brightens when asked about representing
his country. He actively sought a spot on
the US team for Rio, something he got
when Dustin Johnson pulled out. Reed was
in the middle of a round at the Scottish
Open, where he finished tied for 10th,
when Johnson withdrew.

After discussing the options with his
“team,” Reed and his wife, Justine, basically
said, “Let’s go.”

“I can’t wait,” he said. “It’s one of those
things that just talking about it kind of
gives me goosebumps, because going over
there, wearing the stars and stripes, playing
again, it’s going to be great.”

His 65 Friday was the best morning
round and matched Jimmy Walker’s open-
ing score.  Reed shot it after an overnight
change of driver. In his first round, Reed
was happy with his iron play and his put-
ting. “But I couldn’t keep a driver on the
planet,” he said. “So I switched to my old
driver and went and hit the driver better.
The difference between a top-10 and a win
out on tour is if you hit fairways, you’ll hit
greens, and those 50-50 putts, you’re
always on the right side of them.”

One putt that definitely wasn’t a 50-50
proposition came on the ninth, Reed’s final
hole. He hit a 6-iron to the par-3, but could-
n’t tell how close it was to the hole. “So I
just thought it might have been on the
green because not a single person
clapped,” he said with a chuckle. “So I walk
up there and I realize it’s a foot (from the
pin). I was just like, OK, I guess the rest of
the field has been hitting it inside a foot all
day. Didn’t get a single clap, and it’s in there
tight.” — AP

SPRINGFIELD: Patrick Reed waves to the crowd after making a putt on the 18th hole
during the second round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at Baltusrol Golf
Club in Springfield, N.J., Friday. — AP

BALTUSROL: Robert Streb watches his tee shot on the eighth hole during the second round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at
Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield, N.J., Friday.  — AP

Streb fires 63 to share 
PGA lead as Day charges

SPRINGFIELD: Phil Mickelson made a “horrif-
ic” start to the second round of the PGA
Championship on Friday but recovered to
make the cut with nothing to spare, while
Rory McIlroy’s bogey at the last saw him miss
out by one stroke.

Mickelson sliced his tee shot out-of-
bounds at the par-four first, his ball landing on
the adjacent Shunpike Road and bouncing
onto another street.

“Just a total mental block on that first hole.
It was just horrific,” said Mickelson, who teed
up again and in the end was fortunate to sal-
vage a triple-bogey seven after almost hitting
his approach shot out-of-bounds too.

“I think in the history of the PGA
Championship, that’s the worst start of any
player ’s round. I ’d have to look that up.”
Mickelson looked stunned as he trudged to
the second tee but settled down and had only
one further blemish, a bogey at the 16th,
before closing with a birdie at the par-five
18th to make the cut with nothing to spare.

“I was able to fight back and be patient,
start to make a birdie here or there,” the British
Open runner-up said after shooting a 70 for
one-over 141, 10 strokes behind leaders

Jimmy Walker and Robert Streb.
“I actually hit a lot of good shots and

missed on a lot good opportunities in the
middle of the round.” McIlroy, who played with
Mickelson, messed up the final hole to miss
the cut for the first time in eight starts at the
PGA Championship.

“I’ve hit the ball really well this week and
I’m walking away not playing the weekend. It’s
really disheartening,” said the world number
four. McIlroy, who continues to struggle on
the greens, also missed the cut at the U.S.
Open and tied for 10th at the Masters and for
fifth at the British Open. The Northern
Irishman’s last major win came at the 2014
PGA Championship in Kentucky.

“I just need to figure out what to do on the
greens. I need to have a long hard think about
that. “I think if you had to give anyone else in
this field my tee shots this week, they would
have been up near the top of the leaderboard.
It just shows you how bad I was around the
greens.” Mickelson agreed. “You watch him
with a driver and it’s the sweetest thing you
can imagine,” he said. “He’s just so tentative
through impact (with his putter). He’s just not
confident. You can just tell.” — Reuters

Mickelson makes cut despite 
horror start, McIlroy misses it 

SPRINGFIELD: Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland looks on from the first tee during the sec-
ond round of the 2016 PGA Championship at Baltusrol Golf Club on Friday in Springfield,
New Jersey. — AFP

Young Grillo embraces his 
major challenge at PGA

SPRINGFIELD: Argentinian Emiliano Grillo
says he will embrace the opportunity as he
enters the third round of the PGA
Championship just two strokes off the lead.

“I want to be here. I wanted this my
whole life. I want to win a major,” Grillo told
reporters on Friday after shooting three-
under-par 67 at Baltusrol to tie for third
with world number one and defending
champion Jason Day.  “We want to see our
names on the board. We want to win. We
want to hold the trophy. That is what we’re
here for.  “I am going to feel the nerves
tomorrow, that’s for sure.

Makes sense. But I’m going to enjoy it.”
Grillo, 23, will be paired with Australian Day
in the group ahead of American co-leaders
Jimmy Walker and Robert Streb.  “I think I
played very nice today, especially off the

tee.  Made some good putts on the front
nine and I was able to hang on on the back
nine,” said Grillo, who made four birdies
including a 40-footer before the turn, and
then dropped one shot coming home.

Grillo said he takes confidence from his
tie for 12th at the British Open and his sea-
son-opening victory in the Frys.com Open.

“A win is a win and it’s hard to learn to
win. Some people have it, some people
don’t,” the PGA Tour rookie said.  “I think I’ve
learned. First I have to be in the situation
and that’s what I was on these first two
days. I have just have to manage to be in
contention the last nine (holes).  “My game
is right there. Going to be an interesting
weekend.  I’ve never been in this situation,
and I’m not afraid of it. I’m going to go out
and enjoy it.” — Reuters


