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Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to
acquaint him with developments of the Yemeni peace
talks, and to discuss the proposal to extend negotiations.
On July 20, Kuwait set a 15-day deadline for Yemeni parties
to reach a peace agreement during the current UN-bro-
kered negotiations. Indirect negotiations held in Kuwait
since April have failed to make headway. Most of the dis-
cussions focused on the type of the government to run
Yemen during a transition period.

On Thursday, the Houthi rebels and the General
People’s Congress of former president Ali Abdullah Saleh
jointly announced setting a 10-member “supreme political
council”, a step described by the United Nations envoy to

Yemen as jeopardizing peace talks in Kuwait. The job of the
council will be to “manage state affairs politically, militarily,
economically, administratively, socially and in security”, a
statement said. 

International ambassadors stationed in the Yemeni cap-
ital, Sanaa, said they were concerned by the new alliance,
calling it in a statement “not consistent with commitments
and good faith in pursuing a peaceful resolution under the
auspices of the UN.” The UN had urged all parties to
engage positively and effectively in the Kuwait talks in
order to reach a sustainable solution quickly. The six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council and the ambassadors of
the 18 nations backing peace in Yemen have also called for
a resumption of peace talks in separate statements. They
also condemned the formation of the council. — Agencies 

UN envoy offers Yemen foes worksheet...
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Deputy Speaker Mubarak Al-Khrainej appealed to HH
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah,
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah to reconsider and
cancel the decision to set an exchange rate for the
salaries of diplomats abroad. He said Kuwait diplomats
are known for being highly competent and are building
relations with countries worldwide, as well as defending
the interests of Kuwait and its people.

MP Askar Al-Enezi demanded that the finance min-
istry decision to reduce financial allocations for workers
in the diplomatic corps should be cancelled, adding
that it is a wrong decision because of its negative
effects on those in diplomatic jobs. He said the justifica-
tions given to reduce financial allocations for diplomatic
jobs are not convincing, especially since fixing the

exchange rate of currencies against the Kuwaiti dinar
does not suit their job and their big role in defending
the country’s interests.

MP Dr Mansour Al-Thafiri asked the prime minister
and foreign minister to intervene immediately to recon-
sider the decision and called for issuing a decision that
restores matters as they stand. He said diplomats carry
out very important missions, and the current situation
requires more support due to the turmoil the region is
going through.

MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji also called on the premier and
foreign minister to intervene immediately to reconsider
the “unstudied” decision, adding that he did not receive
any satisfactory or convincing answer about this deci-
sion. He urged the foreign minister to cancel the “unfair”
decision which will reflect negatively on work in the
diplomatic corps as a whole.

MPs slam move to cut salaries of diplomats
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Just over 100 days before the election, Americans are
being asked to choose between two sharply polarized
visions - and between two monumentally unpopular can-
didates. “I can’t think of an election that is more impor-
tant, certainly in my lifetime,” Clinton told supporters at
the rally in Philadelphia.  The 68-year-old Democrat por-
trays Trump as a threat to democracy, and is seeking to
both woo moderate Republicans repelled by the former
reality TV star and shore up a coalition with progressives
on the left of her party.

“Donald Trump painted a picture, a negative, dark, divi-
sive picture of a country in decline,” she said. “I’m not
telling you that everything is peachy keen - I’m telling you
we’ve made progress, but we have work to do.” She prom-
ises to focus on parts of the country that have been “left
out and left behind” - constituencies where declining liv-
ing standards, fears about safety and lost jobs have fueled
support for Trump.

Trump, who has never previously held office, portrays
himself as the law and order candidate - the outsider who
will shake up an out-of-touch Washington, restore jobs,
cut the deficit and end illegal immigration. “This country,
if they choose her, this country will not be in good shape,”
Trump told ABC News on Friday. “She doesn’t know how
to win, she’s not a winner,” he said in an excerpt of the
interview set to air Sunday.

In Colorado, Trump goaded Clinton on her failure to
hold a news conference since December and accused her
of lying to the FBI over its investigation of her email scan-
dal as secretary of state. “We’re going to stop the Syrian
migrants from coming into the United States,” he said
referring to the killing of a French priest, whose attackers

proclaimed allegiance to the Islamic State extremist
group. Trump’s campaign released a new ad Friday claim-
ing that in Clinton’s America “things get worse” with taxes
going up, terrorism spreading and voters losing jobs,
homes and hope. “Change that makes America great
again,” the video promised. 

Clinton needs to win over some of the disgruntled
working class voters that form the backbone of Trump’s
base. She has blasted Trump for making so many of his
products overseas, and for alienating women, Hispanics
and Muslims. Clinton - accompanied by her husband Bill,
and her running mate Virginia Senator Tim Kaine and his
wife Anne Holton - is on a campaign tour of so-called Rust
Belt states, vital parts of almost any strategy to garner the
270 electoral college votes needed to win the presidency.

The candidate and her team were moving in
Pennsylvania in a convoy of more than two dozen vehi-
cles, including two large buses with the campaign slogan
“Stronger Together” emblazoned on the side in giant let-
ters. Clinton stopped at a toy factory in the town of
Hatfield, underlining the priority that she would give to
manufacturing jobs. Then the convoy proceeded to an
afternoon outdoor rally in the town of Harrisburg. 

Experts predict that “negative partisanship” - voting
against a candidate - will play a major role in deciding
who makes it to the White House. Clinton’s unpopularity is
second only to Trump’s, with a disapproval rating of 55
percent compared to his 57 percent, according to recent
averages. Ratings from Nielsen showed that 2.2 million
more people had tuned into watch Trump’s acceptance
speech last week than Clinton’s on Thursday. When it
comes to voter intentions, Trump and Clinton are in a sta-
tistical dead heat, according to the most recent poll aver-
age from RealClearPolitics. — AFP 

Clinton, Trump take gloves off

Inmates sleep on the ground of an open basketball court inside the Quezon City jail at night in Manila on July
19, 2016.— AFP 

MANILA: Mario Dimaculangan shares a toilet with 130
other inmates in one of the Philippines’ most overcrowd-
ed jails, and conditions are getting worse as police wage
an unprecedented war on crime. Security forces have
killed hundreds of people and detained thousands more
in just one month as they have followed the orders of
President Rodrigo Duterte, who has said the top priority
at the start of his six-year term is to eliminate drugs in
society.

Those detained appear doomed for lengthy stints in
an underfunded and overwhelmed penal system, like in
the Quezon City Jail where Dimaculangan has wallowed
for 14 years while his trial over murder and robbery
charges have dragged on. “Many go crazy. They cannot
think straight. It’s so crowded. Just the slightest of move-
ments and you bump into something or someone,”
Dimaculangan told AFP in one of the jail’s packed hall-
ways that reeked of sweat.

There are 3,800 inmates at the jail, which was built six
decades ago to house 800, and they engage in a relent-
less contest for space. Men take turns to sleep on the
cracked cement floor of an open-air basketball court, the
steps of staircases, underneath beds and hammocks
made out of old blankets. Even then, bodies are packed
like sardines in a can, with inmates unable to fully stretch
out. When it rains, the conditions are even worse as
inmates cannot sleep on the basketball court, which is
surrounded by the cells in decaying concrete buildings
up to four storeys high.

The cash-strapped national government has a daily
budget of just 50 pesos ($1.10) for food and five pesos
(11 cents) for medicine per inmate, although with the
bulk buying of supplies, Quezon City Jail detainees have
a sustainable diet of soup, vegetables and meat. Pales of
water are used to flush the scarce toilets, with the stench
compounded by the rotting garbage in a nearby canal. 

Unthinkable Conditions 
The jail’s management does what it can to make life

bearable, such as running dance competitions and other
rehabilitation activities. Inmates also say there have
been improvements in recent years, particularly with the
food and more rehabilitation programs.  But Raymund
Narag, a criminal justice scholar at the Southern Illinois
University in the United States, said such conditions
were unthinkable in Western nations.“If this happened in
America, there would be a riot every day. Courts would
declare these jails unfit for human habitation,” Narag told
AFP. 

The Philippine penal system is the third most con-
gested in the world, according to the University of

London’s Institute for Criminal Policy Research. Jails
nationwide have nearly five times more inmates than
they were built for, according to government data. And
the situation is set to get much worse, very quickly.
Under Duterte’s crime war, police have reported arrest-
ing more than 4,300 people for drug-related crimes
since he took office on June 30.

Duterte has repeatedly urged his law enforcers to do
more, calling on them to triple their efforts to eradicate
the drug menace that he says is threatening to turn the
Philippines into a narco-state. The population of Quezon
City Jail, which houses inmates in a northern district of
the Philippine capital who are on trial but not yet con-
victed, has grown by 300 since Duterte won May elec-
tions. 

Justice Secretary Vitaliano Aguirre told AFP govern-
ment was preparing locations for new prisons while
courts have been ordered to prioritize the expected del-
uge of drug cases. But Duterte has said little about far-
reaching reforms needed to fix the systemic problem of
overcrowding. “If there are no new jails, no budget
increases, no additional courts and prosecutors, the sys-
tem will explode. That will be a humanitarian crisis,” said
Narag, the scholar who speaks from harrowing personal
experience.  

Justice Delayed 
Narag, 41, was locked up in Quezon City Jail in 1995

as a 20-year-old after being accused of killing a student
from a rival college fraternity. It took seven years for a
court to acquit him, which is about the average length of
a trial in the Philippines and one of the main drivers of
the overcrowding problem. Dimaculangan is the
longest-serving inmate in Quezon City Jail, after being
charged with killing a politician’s relative in 2001.
Dimaculangan is a pseudonym, because his real name
cannot be used for legal reasons. 

He insists he has a “clear conscience” but cannot get a
chance to prove his innocence in court, averaging just
one trial hearing a year in a chaotic judicial system noto-
rious for its lack of judges, publicly funded lawyers and
court rooms. Dimaculangan said his spirits used to rise
when he was informed of a date for a court hearing, but
he had been disappointed too many times with cancel-
lations or postponements. “Now when they say I have a
hearing, I don’t care anymore,” he said. With no hopes of
freedom, Dimaculangan said he had turned to his
Catholic faith and values.  “My purpose is to help my fel-
low detainees,” he said. “God did not send me here
because I am a thief. There are many thieves out there
but how come they are not in jail?”  —  AFP 

Philippine crime war packs decaying jails
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The FAA said the crash took place at about 7:40 am
(1240 GMT) and that the National Transportation Safety
Board had been notified. Texas Governor Greg Abbott
offered his condolences to those killed in the crash. “Our
thoughts and prayers are with the victims and their fami-
lies, as well as the Lockhart community,” he said in a

statement. Lockhart is a town of about 13,000 people
near state parks and home to a variety of barbecue
restaurants considered to be among the best in the state.

The crash in Egypt occurred after a midair gas explo-
sion. A year before that incident, a hot air balloon burst
into flames and crashed in New Zealand, killing all 11
people on board, in the country’s worst air accident in
more than three decades. — Reuters 

16 killed in Texas balloon inferno


