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SYDNEY: Australians rallied yesterday
against the treatment of young people
in detention-including the hooding
and physical restraint of teens-amid
calls for an inquiry into the abuse to be
expanded.

Graphic footage of teenage boys
being stripped naked, tear-gassed, held
in solitary confinement and shackled to
a chair as a restraint measure shocked
the country when it aired last week.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull

immediately ordered a royal commission
into how youths were treated at the Don
Dale Centre in the Northern Territory in
2014 and 2015. But at snap “emergency
protests” in Sydney, Melbourne and else-
where on Saturday, hundreds gathered
to call for justice for the teens, many of
whom are Aboriginal.

“If we could see some action, some
real fair and just action taken, I think that
would allay some concern,” Sydney com-
munity elder Aunty Jenny Munroe told

the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.
The Northern Territory has one of the
highest crime rates in Australia, with
indigenous offenders making up more
than two-thirds of the prison population.

But there have been calls for the royal
commission to be expanded beyond the
Northern Territory, given concerns about
physical and emotional abuse in youth
detention centers in other states.
Opposition Labor leader Bill Shorten said
his party fully supported the inquiry but

argued that it should also have indige-
nous commissioners.

“This royal commission has to be with
Aboriginal people, not to Aboriginal
people,” he told reporters in the northern
city of Darwin. “I believe it would be
appropriate for the royal commission to
have two co-commissioners who are
Aboriginal Australians, strong people,
men and women, who can make sure
the voices and the experiences of
Aboriginal Australians are given full jus-

tice in this royal commission.”
Australia’s Minister for Indigenous

Affairs Nigel Scullion has since apolo-
gized for not being aware of the what
went on at the Don Dale centre. One bar-
rister has described the treatment of
some teens at the facility as reminiscent
of Guantanamo Bay, the notorious US
military prison in Cuba that holds terror
suspects.  “I’m sorry I wasn’t aware of the
full circumstances that were exposed
this week,” Scullion said. —AFP
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SHANGHAI: China’s foreign minister Wang Yi met his
counterpart from South Sudan and asked him to
quickly identify and punish those responsible for
killing two Chinese soldiers in the capital of Juba,
according to an article on the foreign ministry’s
website.

Two Chinese peacekeepers were killed and sever-
al others injured by a mortar shell earlier this month
during fighting between followers of President Salva
Kiir and Riek Machar, the former rebel leader who
became vice president under a deal to end the civil
war. During that time personnel of the United
Nations Mission to South Sudan (UNMISS) also came
under attack. The Sudanese minister Deng Alor Kuol
expressed grief over the deaths and promised to
quickly investigate and punish the culprits, according
to the Chinese foreign ministry statement.

Wang told Deng Alor Kuol that peace is a prereq-
uisite for development, and he hoped both sides in
South Sudan can put the public interest first, and
protect the safety of lives and property, including
Chinese lives and property.

The peacekeepers’ bodies were returned to China
on Tuesday. To date, China has sent over 30,000 offi-

cers and soldiers to 24 UN peacekeeping missions,
and 13 have lost their lives, according to state media.

China is the largest consumer of oil produced in
the Sudan region, but its energy strategy - including
major infrastructure investment - has been bedeviled
by civil conflict. Beijing was originally a supporter of
the northern Sudanese government and sold it
weapons, but the country split in half and China had
to reestablish relations with a skeptical new govern-
ment in South Sudan.

Now the South Sudan government has destabi-
lized, and China sent a special envoy to Africa earlier
this month to help resolve the political crisis. China
National Petroleum Company (CNPC) said it had
evacuated the bulk of its workers from South Sudan
but its operations were unaffected.

The United Nations Mission to South Sudan
(UNMISS) has extended its mandate to operate in
South Sudan until Aug. 12 after UN chief Ban Ki-
Moon said the country is on the “brink of an abyss,”
but the South Sudan government has cancelled issu-
ing visas on arrival to UN personnel and diplomats
and instituted a three-day waiting period, according
to a Xinhua report. —Reuters

JOHOR BAHRU, Malaysia: US Army Secretary
Eric Fanning said yesterday that annual military
drills between the United States and South
Korea would go ahead next month, despite
North Korea’s warning of a “vicious” showdown if
the war games proceed.

On Thursday, North Korea’s top diplomat for
US affairs said that the nature of the maneuvers
has become openly aggressive, and that
Pyongyang is ready for war. The United States
and South Korea regularly conduct joint military
exercises south of the Demilitarized Zone divid-
ing the two Koreas, and Pyongyang typically
responds to them with tough talk and threats of
retaliation.

Fanning, who was in Malaysia as part of a
regional tour, said that the US has conducted
military drills with South Korea for decades, and
that “these exercises contribute to stability, they
don’t compete with stability.”

“The games are currently to continue as

planned,” he told The Associated Press. “We have
been conducting exercises with South Korea
and with many other militaries in the region for
decades. That’s partly what had provided stabili-
ty that we have seen since World War II.”

The drill is a “routine and defense-oriented
exercise designed to enhance readiness, protect
the region and maintain stability on the Korean
Peninsula,” Maj. Chris Ophardt, Fanning’s public
affairs officer, said in an email.

Heightened animosity
Last year’s Ulchi Freedom Guardian exercises

involved 30,000 American and 50,000 South
Korean troops and followed a period of height-

ened animosity between the rival Koreas
sparked by land mine explosions that maimed
two South Korean soldiers. The exercises escalat-
ed tensions and rhetoric, but concluded with no
major incidents.

Despite plans to scale down the size of the

army, Fanning said the US  has increased its pres-
ence in Asia-Pacific, reflecting its commitment to
the region.  The number of US soldiers and civil-
ian Army workers in the Pacific region has shot
up to more than 100,000, from 70,000 just four
years ago, he said.

“The types of relationships that we have with
armies across the Pacific are really what helps, I
think, keep things stable in this part of the
world,” he said.  “We find these exercises to be
very important, very fruitful and build relation-
ships that last generations.”

On a war footing 
In an interview with the AP on Thursday, Han

Song Ryol, director-general of the US affairs
department at North Korea’s Foreign Ministry,
said the US move to put North Korean leader
King Jong Un on its list of sanctioned individuals
and other recent actions have put the situation
on the Korean Peninsula on a war footing.

Han said that US-South Korea military exercis-
es conducted this spring were unprecedented in
scale, and that the US has deployed the USS
Mississippi and USS Ohio nuclear-powered sub-
marines to South Korean ports, deployed the B-
52 strategic bomber around South Korea and is
planning to set up the world’s most advanced
missile defense system, known by its acronym
THAAD, in the South, a move that has also
angered China.

Han said North Korea believes the drills
reportedly now include training designed to
prepare troops for the invasion of the North’s
capital and “decapitation strikes” aimed at killing
its top leadership. “Nobody can predict what
kind of influence this kind of vicious confronta-
tion between the DPRK and the United States
will have upon the situation on the Korean
Peninsula,” he said, using the acronym for North
Korea’s official name, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. “By doing these kinds of
vicious and hostile acts toward the DPRK, the US
has already declared war against the DPRK.  So it
is our self-defensive right and justifiable action
to respond in a very hard way.”

“We are all prepared for war, and we are all
prepared for peace,” he said. “If the United States
forces those kinds of large-scale exercises in
August, then the situation caused by that will be
the responsibility of the United States.”

Fanning, who was appointed to his post in
May, was in Malaysia to observe an annual joint
army drill. He had earlier visited Hawaii and
Guam. He flew to Japan late Saturday and will
then travel to South Korea. —AP
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JOHORE BAHRU, MALAYSIA: US Army Secretary Eric Fanning, fourth from right, takes a selfie
with fellow personnel during an annual joint military exercise with the Malaysian army yester-
day. —AP

PYONGYANG: North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un watches a parade from a balcony at
the Kim Il Sung Square on May 10, 2016. —AP

SEOUL: Yesterday North Korea sent a high-
level delegation led by a top aide to leader
Kim Jong Un to Rio de Janeiro for the
upcoming Olympics, state media said.

North Korea’s official Korean Central
News Agency said the delegation, headed
by Choe Ryong Hae, vice chairman of the
country’s State Affairs Commission, left
Pyongyang, but did not provide details
about what the senior officials plan to do in
Rio de Janeiro or how long they will stay.

South Korea’s Yonhap News Agency
reported that Choe and the other North
Korean delegates arrived in Beijing on
Saturday morning, and that it wasn’t clear
whether they would meet with Chinese
officials before heading to Brazil.

North Korea, which has been put under
heavy international sanctions over its
nuclear test and long-range rocket launch
earlier this year, has previously used inter-
national sporting events as stages for
attempting diplomatic breakthroughs.

Choe was part of a senior North Korean
delegation that visited South Korea in
October 2014, when the rivals held rare
high-level talks during the Asian Games in
Incheon to ease tensions. Once considered
to be Kim’s No. 2, Choe was believed to
have been briefly banished to a rural collec-
tive farm last year for re-education before
regaining his political footing during a rare
congress of North Korea’s ruling Workers’
Party in May.

Choe regaining a seat on the powerful
Presidium of the party’s Central Committee
was seen as one of the most significant
promotions at the congress, and some
experts believe Kim could use Choe as his
diplomatic point man for improving rela-
tions with China, the North’s most impor-
tant strategic and economic partner.

North Korea has reportedly sent about
30 athletes to Rio de Janeiro to participate
in Olympic events such as wrestling, judo,
weightlifting and table tennis. —AP

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA: People take photos of a mural of Democrat US presidential
nominee Hillary Clinton clad in a swimsuit, created by street artist Lushsux, in West
Footscray yesterday. —AFP
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MELBOURNE: An Australian mural of US
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton in a
revealing, stars and stripes swimsuit may
be taken down, after it has reportedly been
deemed offensive. The creator of the paint-
ing, the street artist who goes by the name
Lushsux and who has also painted murals
of the likes of Donald Trump and Kim
Kardashian, branded calls to remove it
“pathetic”. 

The provocative mural is on the wall of a
small business in the Melbourne suburb of
Footscray, and reports say the business has
been asked by the local Maribyrnong
Council to remove it. “We believe it is offen-
sive because of the depiction of a near-
naked woman, not on the basis of disre-
spect to Hillary Clinton, in accordance with
the Graffiti Prevention Act 2007,” the coun-
cil’s chief executive Stephen Wall told

Fairfax Media on Friday.  Wall said local
police had been asked to urgently provide
their opinion on the mural, adding that the
council intended to issue a notice to the
building’s owner to remove it within 10
days. Lushsux accused the council of being
out of control, telling Fairfax the mural was
“on par offence-wise” with a deodorant ad.

Speaking on Melbourne radio, Lushsux
said he suspected that his Instagram
account, which he said had some 110,000
followers, was deleted due to him posting a
photo of the raunchy Hillary image. “It’s
hard enough to be an artist... to lose your
social media following in this day and age
is a big loss,” he told 3AW on Friday.

But the artist shows no sign of changing
his style. Asked what he planned next,
Lushsux told listeners: “I might paint a big
mural of Trump in similar style.” —AFP
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PESHAWAR: A delegation from the Taleban visited
China earlier this month to discuss the situation in
Afghanistan, where the insurgent movement is fighting
the Western-backed government in Kabul, sources in the
Taleban said.

A delegation led by Abbas Stanakzai, head of the
Taleban’s political office in Qatar, visited Beijing on July
18-22 at the invitation of the Chinese government, a
senior member of the Taleban said. “We have good
terms with different countries of the world and China is
one among them,” said the Taleban official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity. “We informed Chinese offi-

cials about the occupation by invading forces and their
atrocities on Afghan people,” he said.  “We wanted the
Chinese leadership to help us raise these issues on world
forums and help us get freedom from occupying forces.”

The visit was confirmed by other senior Taleban fig-
ures who did not want to be named because they were
not authorized to speak on behalf of the Qatar political
office.  The Chinese foreign ministry did not immediately
respond to a request for comment. Along with Pakistan,
the United States and Afghanistan itself, China is a mem-
ber of the four-country group that tried to restart peace
talks with the Taleban earlier this year. — Reuters

HONG KONG: A leading pro-inde-
pendence politician was disquali-
fied yesterday from standing in
Hong Kong’s upcoming legislative
election, his party said. Andy Chan,
who founded the Hong Kong
National Party in March, was
banned by the city’s government
from taking part in the September
poll. But the party, which claims
there is growing support for the
semi-autonomous city to break
away from mainland China, said it
was “honored” to be the first to
have a candidate disqualified. “The
National Party on July 30 received
an email from the government say-
ing they have officially disqualified
the party’s convener Andy Chan,” a
statement said yesterday.

“Even if they stop the party from
taking part in the election, they
cannot stop the inevitable process
of Hong Kong becoming independ-
ent.” Chan was one of at least 13
pro-democracy candidates who
refused to sign a form saying the
city is an “inalienable” part of China.

Critics slammed the new stipula-
tion as political censorship and an
attempt to deter candidates from
advocating self-determination or
independence from Beijing, and
campaigners have challenged the
move in court. 

Beijing and Hong Kong officials
have repeatedly said that advocat-
ing independence goes against the
city’s mini constitution, known as
the Basic Law, and that independ-
ence activists could face legal con-
sequences.

“(The) independence of Hong
Kong is inconsistent with the con-
stitutional and legal status of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR),” a Hong Kong gov-
ernment statement said yesterday.
“If a person advocates or promotes
the independence of the HKSAR, he
cannot possibly uphold the Basic
Law or fulfil his duties as a legisla-
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tor,” it said. Some young campaign-
ers are calling for more distance or
even a complete breakaway from
the mainland as fears grow that
freedoms in the semi-autonomous
city are disappearing as Beijing’s

clout grows. Some activists say they
are not afraid to use violence to
achieve their goal.

Hong Kong was returned from
Britain to China in 1997 under an
arrangement that guarantees civil

liberties unseen on the mainland.
But concerns have grown that such
freedoms are now fading as Beijing
increases its influence across a
range of areas, from politics to the
media. —AFP
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