
LONDON: Most Scots still back remain-
ing in the United Kingdom despite
Britons voting to leave the European
Union, a move which was opposed by
the majority in Scotland, according to an
opinion poll published yesterday.

Scotland’s nationalist First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon has said the June 23
vote for Brexit had put Scottish inde-
pendence back on the agenda just two
years after it was rejected in a referen-
dum. While Britons backed leaving the
EU by 52-48 percent, Scots voted by 62-

38 percent to remain in the bloc, an out-
come Sturgeon argues has changed the
political landscape regarding possible
Scottish secession.

However according to Saturday’s
YouGov survey, 53 percent of Scots
wanted to stay part of the United
Kingdom with 47 percent backing inde-
pendence. Even when asked if they
would rather stay in the EU but leave the
UK, 46 percent of the 1,006 respondents
said they wanted to remain in the UK
and only 37 percent preferred Scotland

becoming an independent nation within
the bloc.

“Inevitably, some will suggest that the
high-water mark of Scottish independ-
ence has now passed, especially as it was
thought that leaving the EU might per-
suade ‘No’ voters to change their minds
and vote against the Union,” said Joe
Twyman, YouGov’s Head of Political and
Social Research.

“However, the situation is, naturally,
more complicated than that. There
remains a great deal of uncertainty

about what the UK’s relationship with
the EU will look like in the long term. A
lot could, and almost certainly will,
change on this front in the coming
years.”

Scots rejected independence by 55-
45 percent in the 2014 referendum, but
since then Sturgeon’s Scottish National
Party has gone from strength to
strength, winning 56 of Scotland’s 59
seats in the British parliament in the
2015 election.

She said on Monday she would start

preparatory work on making independ-
ence an option, depending on the out-
come of British Prime Minister Theresa
May’s Brexit negotiations to determine
the United Kingdom’s future relations
with the EU.

May has made keeping Scotland in
the UK a priority in the wake of the Brexit
vote, and has she would not trigger
Article 50, the formal mechanism to start
EU divorce talks, until she had concluded
an agreement that suited all regions of
the country. —Reuters
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MUGLA, TURKEY: This picture obtained from the Ihlas News Agency shows journal-
ist Nazli Ilicak posing in Mugla on July 26, 2016 after being detained by Turkish
police. —AFP

ANKARA: Yesterday Turkey was holding 17
journalists on charges of “terror group”
membership as President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan told Western critics to “mind your
own business” over a relentless crackdown
following a failed coup. But in a goodwill
gesture two weeks after the July 15 coup
bid, Erdogan also announced he was with-
drawing thousands of lawsuits against indi-
viduals accused of insulting him.

Turkey has detained more than 18,000
people over the attempted putsch which
has been blamed on the US-based preach-
er Fethullah Gulen-a charge he denies —
with the relentless crackdown sparking
warnings from Brussels that Ankara’s EU
membership bid may be in danger.

Seventeen journalists remanded in cus-
tody by an Istanbul court over links to
Gulen woke up in jails across the city yes-
terday as international concern grows over
the targeting of reporters in the wake of
the putsch.

Twenty-one journalists had appeared
before a judge in hearings lasting until
midnight on Friday. Four were then freed
but 17 were placed under pre-trial arrest,
charged with “membership of a terror
group”, the state-run Anadolu news agency
said. 

Those held include the veteran journal-
ist Nazli Ilicak as well as the former corre-
spondent for the pro-Gulen Zaman daily
Hanim Busra Erdal. Among those freed was
prominent commentator Bulent Mumay
who was given a rapturous welcome by
supporters. “I could never have imagined
being accused of such a thing. It was a
madness. It’s not right to arrest journalists-
this country should not make the same
mistakes again,” he said, quoted by the
Dogan news agency.

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
defended the detention of reporters, say-
ing it was necessary to distinguish between
coup plotters and those “who are engaged
in real journalism”.

The president also announced that as a
gesture of goodwill after the coup he was
dropping hundreds of lawsuits against indi-
viduals accused of insulting him. “I am
going to withdraw all the cases regarding
the disrespectful insults made against me,”
said Erdogan. Earlier this year, officials had
said more than 2,000 people were being
prosecuted on charges of insulting the
president.

‘Mind your own business!’    
Thousands of those detained after the

coup have now been released, with an
Istanbul court releasing 758 soldiers late on
Friday, adding to another 3,500 former sus-

pects already set free. But with concern
growing about the sheer numbers round-
ed-up, EU enlargement commissioner
Johannes Hahn said he needed to see
“black-and-white facts about how these
people are treated”. “And if there is even the
slightest doubt that the (treatment) is
improper, then the consequences will be
inevitable,” he told German daily
Sueddeutsche Zeitung.

In a speech at his presidential palace
late Friday remembering those killed dur-
ing the failed coup, Erdogan angrily
denounced the criticism and accused the
West of deserting Turkey in its hour of
need. “Some people give us advice. They
say they are worried. Mind your own busi-
ness! Look at your own deeds,” Erdogan
said. “Not a single person has come to give
condolences either from the European
Union... or from the West,” said Erdogan.
“Those countries or leaders who are not
worried about Turkey’s democracy, the lives
of our people, its future-while being so
worried about the fate of the putschists-
cannot be our friends,” he growled.

One of the very few EU officials of any
rank to visit Turkey in the wake of the coup
was Alan Duncan, a junior minister within
Britain’s foreign office. But yesterday
Erdogan was  to meet Foreign Minister
Mohammed Abdulrahman al-Thani of
Qatar, one of Turkey’s closest allies.

‘Taking the plotters’ side’    
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said Turkey

has succeeded in eradicating all elements
linked to Gulen from the military after sack-
ing nearly half of its generals following the
failed coup. “We are going to make our
armed forces stronger and we are going to
work towards making this country more
secure,” he said.

Turkey implemented a shake-up of the
military on Thursday after nearly half of its
358 generals were sacked for complicity in
the coup. Erdogan had earlier also lashed
out at a top US general who had expressed
concerns about military relations after the
putsch.

Quoted by US media, US Central
Command chief General Joseph Votel said
Thursday that the coup bid and subse-
quent round-up of dozens of generals
could affect American cooperation with
Turkey. “You are taking the side of coup
plotters instead of thanking this state for
defeating the coup attempt,” Erdogan said
at a military centre in Golbasi outside
Ankara, where air strikes left dozens dead
during the coup.

Votel swiftly denied any link to the coup
however. —AFP
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LONDON: British Prime Minister Theresa May
personally intervened to delay the French and
Chinese-backed Hinkley Point nuclear project
so she could further consider the deal, a gov-
ernment source said, explaining Friday’s shock
move.

The plan by France’s EDF to build two new
reactors with financial backing from a Chinese
state-owned firm was championed by May’s
predecessor David Cameron as a sign of
Britain’s openness to foreign investment.  But
just hours before a signing ceremony was due
to take place on Friday, May’s new govern-
ment said it would review the project again,
raising doubts over Britain’s approach to infra-
structure deals, energy supply and foreign
investment.  

A government source told Reuters May had
explained to French President Francois
Hollande that she would need time to consid-
er the project when they met at the Elysee
nine days ago and in a phone call.  “ They
agreed on the timetable,” the source said.  On
Saturday, a former colleague revealed May had
objected to Cameron’s approach to courting
Chinese investment, and had indicated she
was worried about Hinkley Point.  Britain and
EDF first reached a broad commercial agree-
ment on the project in 2013, with Chinese
involvement sealed two years later when
London laid on a state visit for President Xi
Jinping, designed to cement a “Golden Era”
with Beijing.  “When we were in government
Theresa May was quite clear she was unhappy
about the rather gung-ho approach to
Chinese investment that we had,” Britain’s for-
mer business secretary Vince Cable told BBC
Radio. “As I recall, she raised objections to
Hinkley at that time.  We’ve got a different
prime minister with a different set of priorities
and projects of this kind are going to be
looked at through a different filter.”

The about-turn came little more than a
month after Britons voted to leave the EU in a
referendum that forced the resignation of
Prime Minister Cameron and the promotion of
May.  May has since been keen to state that
Britain remains open for business. But she has
also said the government should be able to
step in to defend a key sector from foreign
ownership.

Security concerns
Potential security risks have been cited as a

concern about the Hinkley Point project in
some quarters.  Under the deal China General
Nuclear Power Corp (CGN) was set to hold a 33
percent stake in the plant. That was then sup-
posed to pave the way for CGN to lead another
project in Britain in which Chinese nuclear
technology would be used.  Last year, Nick
Timothy, May’s joint chief of staff, said security
experts were worried the state -owned
Chinese group would have access to computer
systems that would allow it to shut down
Britain’s energy production.

The two new reactors at Hinkley Point, in
southwest England, would provide about 7
percent of Britain’s electricity, helping to fill a
supply gap as coal plants are set to close by
2025.  Although EDF and CGN are responsible
for the 18-billion-pound ($24 billion) cost,
Britain has committed to pay a minimum price
for the power generated by the plant for 35
years.

Critics, including some British lawmakers
and academics, say the country would be
overpaying at that minimum price, which
equates to double current market levels.  Any
attempt to renegotiate the terms could strain
ties between London and Paris, at a time when
it is starting to renegotiate Britain’s exit from
the EU.

The state-controlled utility EDF, which itself
had to come through a bruising boardroom
battle on Thursday in order to secure backing
for the project, said it had not been given any
advance warning of the review announced
late on Thursday.  China General Nuclear said
on Saturday it respected the decision of the
new British government to take the time
needed to familiarise itself with the pro -
gramme.  A decision is now due by the
autumn, meaning it could come in September
when the government is also due to give the
go-ahead to a plan to expand either Heathrow
or Gatwick airport, another major infrastruc-
ture project that has been delayed.  May’s
office did not comment on Saturday, but the
government has said it is right that it should
consider all component parts before reaching
a final decision. —Reuters
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WARSAW: Polish Prime Minister Beata Szydlo (R) and British Prime Minister Theresa May (L)
pose for a picture during a meeting. —AFP

PARIS: Muslim and Christian groups will hold vig-
ils for a French priest murdered by jihadists yes-
terday, as authorities charged a man in connec-
tion with the brutal church attack that rocked the
nation. A shellshocked France is still coming to
terms with the jihadist murder of a priest at his
altar that has sparked fears of tensions between
religions in the secular nation. In a bid to forge
togetherness between the communities, a
regional Muslim council has planned a “brother-
hood march” in the southeastern city of Lyon.

A church in Bordeaux said it would hold a
non-denominational vigil for the 85-year-old
Jacques Hamel, who had his throat slit by IS-
inspired teenaged attackers. And prayers were
also planned at the Saint-Etienne church where
the killing took place as Hamel was celebrating
mass on Tuesday.

‘Criminal conspiracy’    
Meanwhile, police were still trying to piece

together links to the two 19-year-olds who car-
ried out the attack, Adel Kermiche and Abdel
Malik Petitjean-both of whom were on intelli-
gence services’ radar and had tried to go to Syria.

On Friday, authorities filed charges against a
19-year-old man accused of “criminal conspiracy
with terrorists” after police discovered a mobile
phone video of one of the assailants at his home.

Police were still questioning Petitjean’s cousin
and a Syrian refugee, after a photocopy of his
passport found at Kermiche’s house. A 16-year-
old was released but could ultimately face a sepa-
rate investigation for possessing jihadist propa-
ganda, authorities added. 

A source close to the enquiry said that a 17-
year-old, who had tried to travel to Syria with
Kermiche, was arrested in Geneva and sent back
to France just a few days before the attack.

However, “nothing suggests he was in any way
implicated in the attack” at this stage, the source
added. Both Prime Minister Manuel Valls and
Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve have come
under fire for perceived security failings. 

Valls has said he would consider a temporary
ban on foreign financing of mosques, urging a
“new model” for relations with Islam after a spate
of jihadist attacks. France has just over 2,000
mosques, for one of Europe’s largest Muslim pop-
ulations of around five million.

Some large mosques have been financed by
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf or northern African
countries, according to local media reports. After
meeting with President Francois Hollande earlier
this week, the rector of the Paris Mosque Dalil
Boubakeur himself suggested “certain reforms of
the institutions” of Islam.

‘Peace, it’s what we want’    
Since the assault, harrowing details have

emerged about what happened in the church as
well as a chilling warning from one of the attack-
ers. On Friday, L’Express magazine revealed that
Kermiche had described the modus operandi of
the attack on the encrypted messaging app
Telegram. “You take a knife, you go into a church.
Bam!” says the message recorded just a few days
before the attack.  Meanwhile, two elderly nuns
who were in the church at the time of the attack
told AFP the assailants “smiled” and spoke of the
Quran. Sister Helena said when asked if she was
familiar with Islam’s holy book, she said she had
read several suras especially those about peace.

According to the nun, one of the attackers
replied: “Peace, it’s what we want... as long as
there are bombs on Syria, we will continue our
attacks. And they will happen every day. When
you stop, we will stop.” —AFP
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LYON, FRANCE: People hold a placard reading “All united against terrorism, long live to peace”
as they take part in a silent march yesterday in Lyon planned by the regional Muslim council
and gathering nearly 400 people between Muslims, Christians and laypersons in a bid to forge
togetherness between the communities following the attack at the church Saint-Etienne in
Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray on July 26, 2016. —AFP

NAIROBI: Around 1,000 people marched
through the streets of Burundi’s capital yes-
terday to protest against a United Nations
Security Council decision to send a police
contingent to the violence-wracked coun-
try. The demonstration-”organized by the
authorities,” according to one Western
diplomatic source-passed off peacefully
but showed the government’s hostility to
the proposed unit of 228 UN police.
Protesters marched to the French embassy,
angry that France had drafted the UN reso-
lution to send the controversial police
squad.

One demonstrator carried a banner say-
ing that it was France that needed UN
peacekeepers, making a reference to a
truck attack in the southern French city of
Nice that killed 84 people. French ambassa-
dor Gerrit van Rossum, who went out to
address the crowd, said there was “a deep
misunderstanding” about France’s role at

the UN security council. He said there was
“no problem” at the demonstration.

The crowd also demonstrated outside
the Rwandan embassy, accusing Rwanda of
training Burundi rebels. On Friday, the UN
agreed to send the force of 228 police to
the capital Bujumbura and throughout
Burundi for an initial period of a year.

The UN police force would be tasked
with monitoring security and human rights
in coordination with African Union rights
observers and military experts. Burundi has
agreed to allow 100 AU rights observers
and 100 AU military experts into the coun-
try to monitor the crisis, but fewer than 50
have begun work on the ground.

But the planned police deployment has
sparked fury from the authorities, who
have said they will accept no more than 50
officers. Four countries on the 15-member
UN council abstained from the vote, which
passed with 11 votes in favor. — AFP
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UNITED NATIONS: The United States urged the UN Security Council on
Friday to back a regional force for South Sudan to shore up UN peace-
keepers unable to cope with the violence.

The council adopted a resolution extending the mandate of the UN
mission in South Sudan, known as UNMISS, until August 12 to allow time
to negotiate another measure authorizing the new force. The proposed
resolution is also expected to slap an arms embargo on South Sudan
and targeted sanctions on those seen as responsible for the violence.

US Ambassador Samantha Power said the proposal by the African
regional IGAD bloc to send an intervention brigade to Juba should be

supported by the council. “We all need to support them,” said Power.
“The United States believes the region’s proposal offers a basis to re-
establish a secure environment in Juba, which is critical for the parties to
make progress on implementing the peace agreement” and allowing aid
deliveries, she said.

Juba was rocked by several days of heavy fighting in early July
between government forces and those loyal to rebel chief Riek Machar,
the latest upsurge in the two and half year war. Nearly 300 people died
in the violence and two Chinese peacekeepers were killed in an attack
on a UN base, where thousands of civilians rushed for safety. —AFP

US urges UN to back African force for South Sudan


