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HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT: New Haven Police
Chief Dean Esserman has confounded both sup-
porters and critics over the years with dueling
good cop-bad cop personalities. He has gained
attention and respect nationally for putting in
place community policing programs in
Connecticut and Rhode Island, accomplish-
ments that got him invited to the White House
this month for a discussion with the president
and others about easing tensions between law
enforcement and minority communities. He
also is known for meeting with crime victims’
families.

Then there’s the Esserman who has gotten in
trouble for angry public outbursts, the latest
coming this month at a New Haven restaurant
where he reportedly was upset about the service
and berated a waitress, leading people sitting
near him to request other tables.

Esserman agreed to take three weeks of paid
leave, announced Monday, and potentially faces
more serious discipline. Mayor Toni Harp warned
him two years ago when she reprimanded him
for a confrontation with an usher at the Yale
Bowl.

What witnesses saw 
A Yale professor who witnessed the episode

told city police commissioners that when the
usher asked Esserman for his ticket to the Yale-
Army football game, Esserman threatened to
cancel the game, told the usher he didn’t need
tickets because he was the police chief, verbally
abused the usher and demanded a stadium
supervisor remove the usher.

In 2011, when he was police chief in
Providence, Rhode Island, Esserman was sus-
pended without pay for one day for what media
reports said was a threat to throw coffee in the
face of a sergeant who was coughing during a
speech by Esserman.

Officers in both New Haven and Providence
voted no confidence in Esserman, accusing him
of publicly berating officers, intimidation,
favoritism and retaliation, among other things.
Esserman, a Dartmouth College graduate and
former prosecutor who never served as a rank-
and-file officer, has apologized in the past for

public outbursts. He declined to comment for
this article.

Harp said in a statement that she considers
reports of Esserman’s conduct with the waitress
unbecoming of a public official. She declined
further comment. The New Haven police union
is calling for Esserman to resign.

Esserman also had a rocky tenure in
Providence, where he was chief from 2003 to
2011. In June 2011, four months after his one-
day suspension,  Esserman resigned after
minors consumed alcohol at a graduation party
for his daughter at his home. Esserman said at
the time that the minors drank without his per-
mission and that he broke up the party. He
resigned, saying the controversy had become a
distraction.

Esserman’s credits 
Esserman was credited with cleaning up

department corruption fomented by former
Providence Mayor Buddy Cianci, who served 21
years and was forced out twice because of
felony convictions. When Esserman was hired,
then-Mayor David Cicilline, now a congressman,
called his pick “the best police chief in America.”
Cianci, who died in January, used his radio show
after his release from prison to deride Esserman
as “Chief Shiny Badge” for flashing his badge
around. Sgt. Robert Boehm, president of the
Providence Fraternal Order of Police Lodge No.
3, said Esserman was good at getting money for
the department and getting people’s attention.
“A lot of people obviously like the guy,” Boehm
said. “For whatever reason, once in a while he
tends to show this side of himself and gets in
trouble. ... It’s not easy being chief of police.
You’re always going to have your supporters and
your enemies.”

Esserman is a protege of New York City Police
Commissioner William Bratton, former chief of
the Los Angeles police and former Boston police
commissioner. Esserman was an assistant prose -
cutor in Brooklyn, New York, then was assistant
police chief in New Haven from 1991 to 1993. As
assistant chief, Esserman was credited with help-
ing start the city’s first community policing pro-
gram. He later worked as police chief for the
Metro-North Railroad and in Stamford,
Connecticut, before moving to Providence in
2003 and back to New Haven in 2011. In his
return to New Haven, he has committed to revi-
talizing community policing.

Esserman was among 30 law enforcement
officials, civil rights activists and other people
invited to a White House discussion this month
on improving police-community relations. He
also attended a White House discussion on
reducing incarceration across the country in
October. Harp, the New Haven mayor, praised
Esserman when she recommended his reap-
pointment to a four-year term in 2014. She tout-
ed the police department’s community policing
efforts and the city’s declining crime rate. —AP

Police chief under 
fire over outbursts

Good cop or bad cop? 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT: Police Chief
Dean Esserman speaks at news conference
about a new effort to reduce gun violence on
Nov. 27, 2012. —AP

CHICAGO: Protesters burn an American flag on Feb. 23, 2016. —AP

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINA: Life for the man
who tried to assassinate President Ronald
Reagan 35 years ago has progressively become
more normal, with greater freedom outside a
psychiatric hospital, and perhaps nowhere is this
more evident than the record store where he
whiles away so many hours.

John Hinckley Jr., now 61, has made purchas-
es at Retro Daddio one might expect from a man
of his generation: A book about The Who, the
graying rock band currently on a farewell tour,
and an album by obscure ‘60s rockers Ian and
the Zodiacs that languished on the shelf for six
months.

He is on a first-name basis with the owner,
Jen Thurman, chatting her up about a Beatles
poster he has that was signed by Paul
McCartney and other musical trivia. A photo on
the wall of a young Jodie Foster - the actress he
said he was trying to impress when he shot
Reagan and three others in 1981 - seems to go
unnoticed. “I’m alone in the store frequently with
him, and he’s never creeped me out,” Thurman
told The Associated Press. “He’s very nice and
very pleasant to be around.”

Judge’s orders
A judge on Wednesday ordered Hinckley’s

permanent release from a mental hospital as
early as next month. But Hinckley has long been
building a life in this gated community along a
Williamsburg golf course after years of super-
vised releases to his mother’s house, which most
recently numbered 17 days a month.

Hinckley is expected to move into the gated
community, known as Kingsmill, in early August.
And while many have expressed dismay and
even outrage, several have welcomed the man
often seen around town in a generic baseball
cap. He cares for feral cats and drives himself
around town in a Toyota Avalon, to places like
the movies and fast-food restaurants.

Hinckley joins his now 90-year-old mother for
Sunday services at the Williamsburg United
Methodist Church, where parishioners know his
presence by the Secret Service agents in back.
Senior Pastor Bill Jones told The Associated Press
he’s never met Hinckley but the church “would
not exclude him from our fellowship.”

Hinckley also has been volunteering at the
local Unitarian Church, cutting grass, raking
leaves and building birdhouses, according to the

judge’s 100-page order. Hinckley’s case manager
told the judge that several church members
expressed their “support for John and willing-
ness really to have him engage in more things at
the church if he was willing.”

Hinckley also volunteers at the patient cafete-
ria of Eastern State Hospital, a local mental insti-
tution. He clears tables, does dishes and works
the counter as needed, said Maria Reppas,
spokeswoman for Virginia’s Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services.

A local photographer has been mentoring
Hinckley as well, according to court records. He
declined to comment to the AP. The life Hinckley
is building comes with conditions: He must live
with his mother for a year, and only after that
can he live alone, with roommates or in a group
home. If his mother becomes unable to super-
vise him, his sister will immediately come to
Williamsburg until a more permanent solution is
found.

His family
His mother has been his most consistent

companion: He treats her to dinner occasionally

at Ruby Tuesday and takes her at scenic drives.
By his own account, it appears he has been look-
ing forward to living permanently outside the
hospital for some time: “It’s really refreshing to
be in a group with people who aren’t completely
out of their minds,” he said, according to court
documents.

Sandra Kochersperger, who once supervised
Hinckley when he volunteered in Eastern State’s
library, said she has wondered how he’ll man-
age. “I don’t think he would ever bother anyone,”
Kochersperger told the AP. “He would probably
live a very quiet life, and would probably be just
fine on his own.” 

Hinckley has sometimes appeared less than
fully engaged in the world around him. Gordon
James, who lives three doors down, said
Hinckley appeared to ignore his hello as he
passed by on a routine walk.

“My initial thought was that he may have
been heavily medicated,” said James, a retired
Navy aviator and commercial pilot. “He was cer-
tainly not in the moment in terms of listening to
me. But I don’t imagine he gets engaged in a lot
of conversations.” — AP

John Hinckley’s return to normalcy 

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINA: John Hinckley gets into his mother’s car in front of a recreation cen-
ter on March 19, 2015. —AP

URBANA, IllINOIS: Champaign County
State’s Attorney Julia Rietz had just finished
walking in a July 4th parade when her
assistant told her a central Illinois man had
been arrested on suspicion of burning an
American flag.

Rietz said she knew “immediately” that
the Urbana Police Department needed to
release Bryton Mellott, who posted a video
of the act on Facebook and whom police
initially said they arrested to protect from
threats. The state law used to jail him,
though clear in its prohibition of desecrat-
ing either the US or state flags, is unconsti-
tutional.

An Associated Press analysis shows at
least 40 states still have flag-desecration
laws, punishing those who burn or other-
wise damage US and, in most cases, state
flags with fines or even jail time. A handful
of Southern states extend that protection
to Confederate flags. Yet, the US Supreme
Court ruled in separate cases in 1989 and
1990 that flag burning and other forms of
damage are constitutionally protected free
speech.

Political motivation 
Most people who burn flags in protest,

l ike those outside of the Republican
National Convention in Cleveland this
month, are not arrested. But at least eight
people have been arrested since 2007 for
things such as burning a flag while walking
in traffic and hanging a torn flag from a
tree. And there appears to be little political
motivation to change or do away with the
flag-desecration laws, an act for which
some voters might punish them.

“Inevitably someone who is not
schooled in Supreme Court decisions reads
the statute book and says, ‘Hey, let’s take

this guy in,’” said Ken Paulson, dean of the
College of Media and Entertainment at
Middle Tennessee State University and
president of the First Amendment Center.
He argues the laws need to be repealed,
saying, “Otherwise innocent people will be
arrested.”

Arkansas, Connecticut, Missouri, New
Hampshire and Rhode Island are the only
states to have taken any kind of action to
get rid of their flag-desecration laws, while
Alaska, Wyoming and Wisconsin have no
such laws. “I can tell you that some of the
emails and messages that I’ve received, I’ll
kindly say (they are) passionate,” Rietz said
of the response to the Urbana man’s arrest.
“I can see where a legislator might not
want to vote against this kind of a statute
or take action on it.”

Maryland State Delegate Eric Bromwell
recently sponsored and pushed through
legislation amending state law to allow
flag-themed commercial products and
events, something that his fellow lawmak-
ers were nervous about because they
thought it might affect its prohibition on
flag desecration.

“People were very careful when they
signed onto the bill when I was looking for
co-sponsors. The question came up with
every turn,” the self-described conservative
Democrat said.

Regular activity
Flags are regularly burned around the

country as parts of protests, such as in
Cleveland. Though there were some arrests,
no one was charged under Ohio’s flag-des-
ecration law, and Police Chief Calvin
Williams and Mayor Frank Jackson talked
afterward about flag-burning as a form of
free speech. — AP

States’ flag-burning laws 
unconstitutional, but persist

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA: Thomas Edwin Blanton Jr.
was a young Ku Klux Klansman with a reputation for hat-
ing blacks in 1963, when a bomb ripped a hole in the
side of 16th Street Baptist Church, killing four black girls
during the civil rights movement.

Today, Blanton is old and imprisoned, the last survivor
among three one-time KKK members convicted of mur-
der in the bombing. Soon, Alabama’s parole board will
decide whether Blanton deserves to be free after serving
15 years of a life term for murder.

The board has scheduled a hearing for Wednesday to
consider parole for the 78-year-old Blanton. Inmates are
not allowed to attend parole hearings in Alabama, but
opponents of Blanton’s release are expected to address
the three-person board when it meets in Montgomery.
The president of the Alabama NAACP, Bernard Simelton,
said releasing Blanton at a time when protests are occur-
ring nationwide over police killings of black people
would send a horrible message. NAACP chapters
statewide are sending letters in opposition to Blanton’s
release, and the Birmingham chapter is sending a bus-

load of people to oppose parole, he said. “It would be a
slap in the face to those young ladies and their families to
release him,” Simelton said. Blanton was convicted of
murder and sentenced to life imprisonment in 2001 for
being part of a group of Klansmen who planted a dyna-
mite bomb that exploded outside 16th Street Baptist on
Sept. 15, 1963. The blast killed 11-year-old Denise McNair
and 14-year-olds Addie Mae Collins, Carole Robertson
and Cynthia Morris, also known as Cynthia Wesley.

The girls, who were inside the church preparing for
worship, died instantly in a hail of bricks and stone that
seriously injured Collins’ sister, Sarah Collins Rudolph.
Their deaths inside a church on a Sunday morning
became a symbol worldwide of the depth of racial hatred
in the segregated South. Doug Jones, a former US attor-
ney who prosecuted Blanton on the state charge, said
Blanton shouldn’t be released since he has never accept-
ed responsibility for the bombing or expressed any
remorse for a crime that was aimed at maintaining racial
separation at a time Birmingham’s public schools were
facing a court order to desegregate. — AP

ASUNCION: Paraguayan authorities got a
surprise when they raided a Brazilian drug
lord’s jail cell... and found a three-room lux-
ury suite complete with library, kitchen,
conference room and plasma TV.

Jarvis Chimenes Pavao, considered one
of South America’s most dangerous drug
traffickers, had been serving an eight-year
sentence for money laundering at the
Tacumbu prison in the Paraguayan capital,
Asuncion. But little did anyone on the out-
side know what kind of lifestyle that really
meant-until a powerful bomb was discov-
ered inside the prison.

Chimenes Pavao, who was due for
release next year but facing extradition
back to Brazil  on drug charges, had
allegedly planned to use the plastic explo-
sives to blow a hole in the prison walls and
escape. But his plan backfired when police
poured into the prison to investigate and
discovered his pimped out cell.

The “VIP cell,” as it was known to prison-
ers, had three rooms with en suite bath-
room, a kitchen and conference room, air
conditioning, stylishly tiled walls, plush fur-
niture and a library complete with a DVD
collection to watch on the big-screen plas-
ma TV, AFP reporters saw during a visit.

The DVDs included the full collection of
“Pablo Escobar,” a TV series on the feared
Colombian kingpin who was killed in 1993,
a hero of Chimenes Pavao’s.

The raid, which took place Tuesday night,

has already shaken up the Paraguayan penal
system. Chimenes Pavao’s lawyer, Laura
Acasuso, told reporters the corruption that
enabled her client to turn his cell into a luxu-
ry suite reached all the way to the top. “Six or
seven justice ministers and six or seven
prison directors” took bribes from Chimenes
Pavao, she said. Justice Minister Carla
Bacigalupo was sacked almost as soon as
the scandal broke. Her replacement, Ever
Martinez, vowed a crackdown. “We’re going
to demolish Chimenes Pavao’s cell and take
measures against the prison directors who
allowed this inmate to enjoy these privi-
leges,” he said.

Chimenes Pavao has now been trans-
ferred to a cell in a police special opera-
tions unit. Among the 3,500 inmates at
Tacumbu-double its capacity-many already
say they miss him. “I don’t know what’s
going to become of us without him,” said a
fellow prisoner, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. He said Chimenes Pavao was a
generous benefactor who paid for a foot-
ball pitch and chapel at the prison, as well
as employing bodyguards among the
inmates. “He was the most loved man in
this prison,” said another inmate, Antonio
Gonzalez. Like at many prisons across Latin
America, most inmates at Tacumbu eat only
irregularly and sleep on cardboard boxes or
directly on the floor. Riots are common. “It’s
miserable,” said Josieux, another prisoner
from Brazil. — AFP

Brazilian drug lord turns
jail cell into luxury suite

Former KKK member convicted in 
deadly bombing up for parole

ALABAMA: Inmate Thomas
Edwin Blanton Jr., a one-time Ku
Klux Klansman convicted in the
1963 church bombing that killed
four black girls in Birmingham,
ALABAMA. —AP

ASUNCION, PARAGUAY: View of Brazilian drug trafficker Jarvis Chimenes Pavao’s cell
at Tacumbu prison on July 28, 2016. Three rooms, a plasma TV, a library, and even a
collection of DVDs of Colombian Pablo Escobar TV series, Jarvis Pavao Chimenes
lived in a luxury cell in Tacumbu prison, one of the most crowded of prisons in
Paraguay. —AFP


