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PARIS: You can’t put a guard in every church and
patrol every beach. But after a wave of attacks in
Western Europe, authorities are struggling to
protect their people as best as they can. The
French Riviera city of Cannes has banned large
backpacks on beaches lest they hide explosives,
and Britain is providing extra funding for securi-
ty at tens of thousands of places of worship.

The grisly slaying this week of an elderly
priest celebrating Mass in a Normandy church,
less than two weeks after 84 revelers were
mowed down by a truck on a beachfront prome-
nade in Nice, sounded the alarm that nothing is
sacred and no place is safe. Four attacks in a
week in Germany sealed that conviction.

“Churches take great pride in being open. But
there comes a time when the reality of crime
and the reality of terrorism may mean that some
of that balance needs to be readjusted,” said
Mark Gardner, spokesman for Community
Security Trust which provides extensive protec-
tion to Jewish synagogues and schools through-
out Britain.

The Trust started operating in 1994 after a car
bomb attack on the Israeli Embassy in London
injured roughly 20 people and a devastating
attack on a Jewish cultural center in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, killed 85 people.

The attacks 
The attacks in France and two of the four in

Germany were claimed by the Islamic State
group, thousands of miles away in strongholds
in Syria and Iraq. Their preferred targets are sym-
bols of what they label the “crusader” West in
Europe, but with so many to choose from, no
one can predict where terror might strike anew.
A police couple was killed in June in their home
west of Paris, in an attack also claimed by IS.

France has been muscling up its security
forces since two waves of IS-claimed attacks in
2015 that left 147 dead - and after two March
attacks in Belgium that killed 32. President
Francois Hollande has ordered 10,000 soldiers
who have been patrolling since last year to stay

in the streets, has called up reserves to bolster
police and borders, and plans to use some to
create a National Guard.

But the challenge of protecting churches,
synagogues, tourist haunts, beaches, summer
festival sites, airports and train stations is among
the most daunting tasks security forces have
faced in recent times in France, and Europe.

The city of Nice, citing the terror threat, can-
celed a memorial march set for Sunday to honor
victims of the attack on the famed Promenade
des Anglais. French Interior Minister Bernard
Cazeneuve visited security forces sent in Friday
at the start of a famed two-week jazz festival in
the village of Marciac in the Gers, an annual treat

for hundreds of thousands of jazz lovers - but a
high-risk event for police. Cazeneuve reiterated
what the French hear daily - “There are no mira-
cle solutions” - but insisted on the need for the
“physical presence” of police at summer festivals
around France.

Some towns are pitching in as they can, or
inventing new rules to ward off threats. The
Riviera city of Cannes, 33 kilometers (20 miles)
from Nice, has banned big bags on beaches until
at least the end of October, bags that Mayor
David Lisnard says “could contain explosives or
weapons.” More controversially, the mayor of
Rive-de-Gier, a small town near Lyon, decided
this week to “systematically refuse” new applica-
tions by residents to bring their families to live
with them, a process most often used by immi-
grants with loved ones in another country.

Whether the mayor can actually change
national policy allowing families to live together
remains to be seen, but the initiative reflects a
rising level of fear - often directed at immigrants
even though many assailants have been
European-born.

no commune in France is safe 
“Today, no commune in France is safe,” Mayor

Jean-Claude Charvin said in a statement on the
town’s website. “Each day, the government says
‘We’re at war’ ... (it) must give small towns the

means to protect their citizens.” Trying to pre-
vent attacks using intelligence is just as daunt-
ing. French security services twice missed catch-
ing the two 19-year-old Frenchmen who slit the
throat of Rev. Jacques Hamel before they acted.
In a glaring example of the challenge, four days
before the attack the main counter-terrorism
agency issued an all-points alert to police with a
photo of one of the attackers warning the man
pictured may be preparing an attack-but no one
knew his name.

Now, a lot of attention is focused on securing
places of worship, particularly small vulnerable
churches like the one in Saint-Etienne-du-
Rouvray that came under attack on Tuesday.

Shockwaves crossed religions and borders.
Some of Rome’s more famous churches and
basilicas already figure among the more than
4,000 places in Italy deemed at particular risk for
extremist operations, but the French attack has
also brought attention to the vulnerability of lit-
tle-known churches in outlying neighborhoods.
Officials have also requested additional police
security at Milan’s Duomo cathedral after the
attack and in light of a security breach that saw
an American tourist spend the night on the
spired rooftop after being overlooked by securi-
ty. “I don’t see a reason to militarize churches,”
Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, the head of Italian
Bishops Conference told Sky TG24. “Of course
you can’t let down your guard, it is always neces-
sary to be alert and to collaborate with Europe.
But there is no need to be afraid, because other-
wise you play the game of these homicidal
fanatics.”

In Britain, where the overall threat level is
judged “severe,” police have warned Christian
religious institutions throughout the country to
be extra vigilant, and even small rural parishes
are expected to take note and review proce-
dures and defenses. The British government
announced the details of a plan to provide extra
security funding to places of worship on the day
of the attack on the French church. France has
more than 50,000 Catholic churches, Britain has
roughly 47,000 chapels and meeting houses of
various Christian denominations, and steeples
dot the landscape of most other European coun-
tries. In France, most synagogues, mosques and
major Christian churches have been protected
by police or soldiers since the deadly attack at
the Charlie Hebdo satirical newspaper and a
kosher supermarket in Paris in January 2015.

After the French president met with religious
leaders this week, the president of the
Protestant Federation of France, Francois
Clavairoly, stressed that much has already been
done to protect places of worship of all faiths.
“Obviously, more security measures for every
place of worship in the country are absolutely
inconceivable and unfeasible,” he said.

Since the priest was killed, Muslims in France
and elsewhere in Europe have stepped forward
to embrace the nation’s Catholics in a way rarely
seen, an act of bravery because the Islamic State
group views Western Muslims as the enemy, too.

The head of the Finsbury Park Mosque in
London, which has distanced itself from extrem-
ism since being associated with it in the 1990s,
says “extra measures to be careful” are being
added to its closed circuit TV cameras and secu-
rity guards. “We are all now under threat,”
Mohammed Kozbar said. —AP
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ISTANBUL: Dozens of employees at
Turkey’s highest court have been suspend-
ed from their jobs as part of the govern-
ment crackdown in the wake of a failed mil-
itary coup, authorities said yesterday.

Sixty-four employees at the
Constitutional Court were suspended until
an assessment could be made on any pos-
sible l inks they have to the July 15
attempted coup, the court said in a state-
ment. Eight other employees had already
been dismissed and were detained on July
18, it said.

Nearly 70,000 people in Turkey have
been suspended or dismissed from their
jobs, according to the latest figures cited
by the state-run Anadolu news agency,
affecting workers in the judiciary, the edu-
cation system, media, health care and oth-
er sectors. It’s part of a broad crackdown
by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
government on those suspected of ties to
a US-based cleric, Fethullah Gulen, who

the government says was behind the
attempted coup.

Gulen, who has lived in self-imposed
exile since the late 1990s, has denied any
involvement or prior knowledge of the
coup. More than 18,000 people have been
detained or arrested at some point since
the abortive coup, with more than 3,500
of them since released. Of those detained,
more than 9,000 people, mostly in the
military, have been formally arrested,
according to figures from Interior Minister
Efkan Ala.

Yesterday, courts released 800 military
conscripts arrested in the coup probe. The
Istanbul chief public prosecutor’s office rec-
ommended the release of 758 out of 989
conscripts under arrest, on grounds they
had delivered their testimony and did not
pose a flight risk. Those released included
military high school students.

Another 47 were released by a court in
Ankara on similar grounds.—AP

ISTANBUL: Authorities say fighting
between Turkish forces and Kurdish rebels
in the restive southeast of the country has
killed eight Turkish soldiers and 35 Kurdish
fighters. The office of Turkey’s General Staff
headquarters said yesterday the eight sol-
diers were killed in a clash Friday afternoon
with Kurdish militants at a checkpoint in
the southeastern Hakkari province. A sub-
sequent operation against the Kurdish
rebels left eight Kurds dead, the military
said.Separately, a further 27 fighters from
the Kurdish Workers’ Party, or PKK, were
killed in the same province when Turkish
troops launched an air-and-ground opera-

tion against groups of PKK fighters
attempting to infiltrate early yesterday, the
state-run Anadolu news agency said, quot-
ing the military.

The PKK reportedly bombed a freight
train in the eastern province of Elazig yes-
terday, planting an improvised device on
the tracks that caused damage but no
casualties, Anadolu said. Security forces
have begun an operation in the area to
apprehend those responsible. Turkish
forces have been fighting the PKK for
decades, with armed clashes resuming
after a 2 1/2 year cease-fire collapsed in
mid-2015. —AP

FRANCE: French soldiers patrols near the Biarritz’s beach, southwestern France yesterday. —AP

ISTANBUL: A woman sells Turkish flags yesterday. —AP
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TUNIS: Tunisia’s parliament is holding a
no-confidence vote that is expected to
decide the fate of technocratic Prime
Minister Habib Essid, a US-trained agricul-
tural economist whose authority has suf-
fered amid the country’s economic and
social turmoil.

The odds are stacked against Essid, who
has been criticized by both the four-party
ruling coalition and Tunisia’s opposition.
Essid himself appears resigned to a nega-
tive outcome; while defending his record,
Essid told lawmakers on Saturday that he
was “not attached to this job.”
Nevertheless, he said, “I wanted, in accor-
dance with the constitution, to address the
parliament, which gave me its confidence
and which has the power to withdraw it.”

Tunisia is the only country to successful-
ly transition to a parliamentary democracy

following the uprisings that rocked the
Arab world in 2011. Still, it has struggled to
respond to jihadi attacks that have dam-
aged its crucial tourism industry and faces
high inflation, high unemployment and
persistent strikes.

Essid’s position has been undermined
by political maneuvering within Tunisia’s
secular Nida Tounis party and pressure
from the country’s president, Beji Caid
Essebsi, who critics say is trying to raise the
political profile of his son, Hafedh Caid
Essebsi, by removing Essid from power.

It’s Essebsi who first proposed a “national
unity government” last month to pull
Tunisia of what he described as a cata-
strophic socio-economic situation - a move
that Essid said had caught him by surprise.
The debate over Essid’s position appears set
to drag into late Saturday evening. —AP

KHAN YOUNIS, GAZA STRIP:
Earth movers dig into sand dunes
on land where once Jewish settle-
ments stood - prime real estate
that the Gaza Strip’s ruling Hamas
group hopes will ease its worsen-
ing financial crisis.

Hamas has begun handing out
plots of the land to 40,000 civil ser-
vants loyal to the Islamic militant
group, to make up for millions of

dollars in salaries it owes them for
the past two years.

The land giveaway is the latest
sign that Hamas is struggling finan-
cially after almost a decade of
uncontested power in the coastal
strip. Gazans grumble about lack of
jobs, constant electricity shortages
and a blockade imposed by Israel
and Egypt that has confined the
territory’s 1.8 million people to the
tiny strip. The World Bank says
unemployment is 38 percent.

Since 2014, Hamas’ main prob-
lem has been a dire lack of cash
amid Egypt’s clampdown on smug-
gling tunnels underneath Gaza’s
border with Egypt ’s Sinai
Peninsula.  Before the tunnels

closed, Hamas earned millions of
dollars from taxes on smuggled
consumer goods, including subsi-
dized Egyptian fuel.

Unity government
Later that same year, Hamas and

its rival,  West Bank-based
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas, agreed to form a unity gov-
ernment for both Gaza and the

West Bank. Abbas had lost Gaza to
a Hamas takeover in 2007, and this
was an attempt to heal the split.
But the deal stalled, partly because
Abbas refused to add the 40,000
employees hired by Hamas since
2007 to the payroll  of his
Palestinian Authority.  In time,
Hamas resorted to paying its loyal-
ists 40 percent of their salaries at
50 day intervals.

Since March, after Hamas col-
lected additional taxes, these civil
servants have been receiving 45
percent of their salaries on a
monthly basis. The price of ciga-
rettes went up 35 percent and an
additional $30 in taxes was
imposed on each ton of fruit enter-

ing Gaza from Israel. The land give-
away allows each group of four
Hamas employees to share a 500-
square-meter plot that they can
either build on or sell. Even the
sand collected on the land can be
sold for about $100 a truckload.
About 13,000 civil servants have
already signed up for certificates
attesting to their ownership of the
plots. Bulldozers are working to get
three initial projects launched in
August. Most of the land once was
part of Jewish settlements in
southern Gaza, near the towns of
Rafah and Khan Younis. The settle-
ments were demolished when
Israel pulled settlers and soldiers
from the coastal strip in 2005.

Earlier this week, earth-moving
equipment dug into a high hill
near Khan Younis, scooping out
sand and loading it into trucks at
the site designated for the Al-Isra 2
housing project. Riham Khalil, one
of the civil servants, said Hamas
owes her 64,000 shekels (about
$17,000) in back salaries.  Last
month, she and three of her col-
leagues were allocated a 500-
square-meter plot in Al-Isra 2.

“We had to accept it on a ‘bird in
the hand’ basis because there was
no cash,” she said. “I wish I could
find someone to buy the land and
get the money.”

Senior Hamas official Salah al-
Bardawil said the land giveaway is
a temporary fix, “not yet a strategic
one” that would solve the group’s
financial problems for good. I f
Abbas had put Hamas employees
on his payroll, he would have likely
encountered major problems with
donor governments, including the
United States, suspicious of money
ending up in the pockets of Hamas,
which much of the West considers
a terrorist group.

The West Bank-based
Palestinian Authority opposes the
land-for-money program. “No one
has the authority to issue decisions
to privatize government-owned
land in the public interest, except

for President Abbas,” said PA
spokesman Jamal Dajani. He dis-
missed Hamas’ claims that Abbas
has neglected Gaza. The
Palestinian Authority still pays the
monthly salaries of some 70,000
civil servants in Gaza who are loyal
to Abbas and left their posts after
the Hamas takeover.

Qatar’s role
The Gulf Arab state of Qatar has

bailed out Hamas in the past and
recently announced it was giving
about $30 million to help pay a full
month’s salary to all  Hamas
employees in Gaza. In October
2014, Qatar sent cash to half of
Hamas’ public employees, exclud-
ing the security forces.

Hamas has been spending some
of its new revenue to fund summer
camps, where children are exposed
to its militant anti-Israeli ideology,
or for large communal evening
meals known as iftars during the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

It is also looking to its patron
Turkey to help resolve Gaza’s grow-
ing electricity and water shortages.
Gazans live with rolling power cuts
of 12 to 18 hours a day and the
strip’s water is polluted and
undrinkable.

After an Israeli-Turkish reconcili-
ation deal in early July, Turkey sent
an aid ship to Gaza through an
Israeli port and a delegation that
met separately with Israeli ,
Palestinian and Hamas officials to
explore Gaza’s energy crisis and
outline possible solutions.

However, Turkey’s efforts are
mere band aids for Gaza’s larger
woes and could serve to empower
Hamas even further, said Mkhaimar
Abusada, a political scientist at
Gaza’s Al-Azhar University.

“They increase Hamas’ determi-
nation to cling to its unilateral gov-
erning of Gaza,” Abusada said.
“Time will tell if these promises are
enough to convince the Palestinian
citizen to keep silent over his living
conditions.” —AP
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KHAN YOUNIS, GAZA STRIP: Palestinian diggers dump sand into a
truck at the site of Al-Isra 2 housing project on July 20, 2016. —AP
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TUNIS: Tunisian Prime Minister Habib Essid looks at his watch after delivering a
speech at the Tunisian parliament yesterday. —AFP


