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Trade in religion

Al-Qabas

By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

An intellectual said that trade in religion is
always popular, especially where ignorance
is widespread. So whoever wants to control

the ignorant has to wrap his need with a religious
cover. For instance, if we send 20,000 WhatsApp
messages asking for 20 fils daily to spend on cultur-
al and civil projects, it is most likely that recipients
will ignore it, but they will answer if it is covered by
a religious purpose.

We wrote several columns about engineer (A A)
who established an entity that was not legal, and
was able to convince former ministers and senior
dignitaries to work with him in a very short time. It
was mentioned in Al-Qabas on 9/4/1999 that his
establishment signed an agreement with Malaysia to
carry out technological projects in poor villages to
produce hydroelectricity. It was also reported in Al-
Qabas on 27/12/1999 that the same establishment
implemented treatment project and opened a
branch, out of its charitable and developmental role,
to treat the poor free of charge. Then on 14/5/1999,
it was mentioned that the establishment’s activities
reached Yemen, and its board members were
inspecting the development projects supervised by
the social development fund.

On 24/5/1999, the chairman of the establish-
ment announced that they were preparing a proj-
ect to support needy families in Kuwait, and signed
an agreement with (A Sh) ,  an off icial  at  the
research center to prepare a study about the devel-
opment projects for those families to uplift them.
In the 16/8/1999 issue, it was mentioned that the
Global Development Establishment organized a
conference of the heads of Islamic societies in Los
Angeles on the occasion of the donation campaign
it was organizing.

In the 8/9/1999 issue, there was a news item
about the return of its chairman from Jakarta,
along with a member of the founding council (W
W), which means it was still being established fol-
lowing an inspection tour of some projects there,
and that it was concerned with developing the
manpower and occupational capabilities of Muslim
establishments and people to reach self-suste-
nance, as per the nature of each Muslim country.
Bearing in mind that among the goals of the estab-
lishment was to strengthen ties between Muslim
people and Kuwait is  through the Kuwait-
Indonesian Friendship Society.

In the 17/4/2000 issue, it was mentioned that the
establishment signed a cooperation agreement with
Sudan to farm large lands for the poor and that its
chairman received a $10 million donation from Saudi
Arabia to buy and bring “Silicon Valley” technology
to Muslims.

In 22/12/2000, the establishment announced its
plans to support the poor, widows and divorced
women in a number of Arab and Muslim countries,
and that they will complete several charity projects
in Egypt, a fish farming project in Sudan and two
similar projects in Jordan and Palestine, and the
ownership shares of the project will be distributed to
the poor who work in it, in addition to the many
claims that never came to reality.

The seven columns I wrote about this establish-
ment, names of ministries and senior dignitaries, dis-
appeared without implementing any project, and till
date it is unknown as to how those seniors and for-
mer ministers believed that any of the projects could
be implemented, or they might have had an interest
in all of that. About our friend (A A), he took advan-
tage of the religious nature of his projects, collected
millions, then disappeared. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times
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Kuwaitis in private
sector down 18%

KUWAIT: The number of Kuwaitis working in the private
sector dropped by 18.3 percent this year compared to last
year. Recent statistics released by the Manpower and
Government Restructuring Program revealed that there
are 60,619 Kuwaitis working in the private sector, com-
pared to 73,576 registered in 2015, which means that
around 12,957 have left their jobs within one year. A MGRP
source said that steps taken to fight fake employment at
the private sector this year have forced many to terminate
their contracts before they are busted, thus dropping the
total number of employees. — Al-Qabas

Roaming vendors
KUWAIT: Municipal Council member Abdullah Al-Kandari
proposed giving temporary licenses to bedoons (stateless)
wishing to work as roaming vendors, in order to allow
them to practice their profession without fear of prosecu-
tion. The proposal, which includes a clause to allocate a
market that hosts their trade activities, has been referred
by Kuwait Municipality to the cabinet for deliberation,
Kandari added. —Al-Rai

Free trade zone
KUWAIT: The cabinet has officialy agreed to establish a
free trade zone in Nuwaiseeb south of the country. It will
be built on a total area of two million square meters, mak-
ing it one of the largest in the region. The cabinet agreed
during last week’s meeting to handover the free trade zone
to the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. — Al-Anbaa

Unknown fate
KUWAIT: Around 100 paramedics face an unknown
fate since their contracts which are set to expire today
are yet to be renewed, Ministry of Health sources said.
The paramedics received word last week that their
contracts, which are signed through a contractor, were
going to be renewed before Thursday. That did not
happen, however, as they were told that the ministry
official in charge of signing their contract extension
was absent at the time, the sources said. — Al-Qabas

Nonpaid bills
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and Water collect-
ed KD 830 million in nonpaid bills since October 2012,
Undersecretary Mohammad Boushehri said.
Furthermore, he indicated that the ministry placed a
tender to import smart meters necessary to imple-
ment the new energy tariffs next year. —Al-Jarida

Summer

Domestictourism

Law firm sells

visas to Egyptians

KUWAIT: While Kuwait is
doing its best to fight
human trafficking, adver-
tisements still appear on
social media about selling
visas to people who are
dreaming of a comfort-
able life. The new and
strange thing this time is
that the ads were made
by a law firm that belongs
to a Kuwaiti woman, call-
ing on Egyptians to work
in Kuwait in exchange of
money paid in cash or
installments. The citizen
was contacted by
WhatsApp from the labor
office in Cairo asking for a
visa for a laborer. She said a one-year residency for a car
wash worker costs KD 1,250 and KD 1,650 for two years,
with a salary of KD 70.

About the possibility of paying in installments, the own-
er said the office provides a facility to pay in three install-
ments - the first is a KD 500 down payment, KD 500 when
the visa is issued and a third payment of KD 500.

Director of Public Relations and the official spokesper-
son of the Manpower Public Authority (MPA) Aseel Al-
Mazid said “such ads are not the authority’s concern”. She
said the role of MPA starts when the laborer enters Kuwait,
adding the responsible party is the interior ministry. “Our
role is to issue laws to fight human trafficking through resi-
dency traders,” she said. About the role of MPA when it
learns about such ads, she said if a worker or company
complains, “we make sure about the complaint, take legal
action and block the file”.

Meanwhile, the head of the Relations and Security
Information Department at the Interior Ministry Brigadier
Adel Al-Hashash said there is a task force that monitors
what is advertised over social media and checks violations
including sale of work visas. He said a website of a popular
lawyer was detected offering visas to Egyptians in
exchange of money, with an address and phone number to
communicate via WhatsApp. He said residency detectives
made sure about the information, and the lawyer was
blocked and banned from sponsorships for life, while
detectives searched the office to make sure about its
licenses and its activities.

Hashash said letters were sent to MPA to make sure
about the legality of all permits and work permits issued by
the lawyer’s office and a garage, and their files were sus-
pended until the facts are determined. He said electronic
detectives are checking the site and any other sites in vio-
lation of the labor law, taking advantage to trade in loose
and bogus laborers. —Al-Rai

Brigadier Adel Al-Hashah

KUWAIT: The Kuwait National Guard recently celebrated the graduation of newly recruited officer from a training course, which included a comprehensive program that
helped them become acquainted with National Guard’s basic working system.

KUWAIT: Director of the Interior Ministry’s Residency Affairs General Department Major General Talal Maarafi and a number of staff members at the Mubarak Al-Kabeer’s res-
idency department office for their efforts during the past holy month of Ramadan.


