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Gulf states have relied on expat workers,
whether Arab, Asian or others, for a long
time. We in Kuwait are no exception.

Expatriates make up the majority of the popula-
tion in Kuwait, as citizens do not exceed 30 per-
cent of the population and the percentage of cit-
izens in the labor market does not exceed 15
percent of the total workforce.  

Expats came to Kuwait for work, but for differ-
ent reasons, terms and durations. Some want to
save some money for themselves and their fami-
lies, then leave for good. Some have fled war and
civil conflicts, so they cannot return to their
homelands. In some cases, there are expats who
have been living in Kuwait for the last 30 years
and more, so Kuwait is their home because they
have been living here for so long. Many expats
marr ied here,  had chi ldren here and even
became grandparents. 

But have we benefited from the expat kids
who were born and raised in Kuwait? I don’t

think so. We did not make practical and strategic
use of the minds of skilled expatriate children
who were born and studied here for 12 years
until they left for college, whether Arabs, Asians
or Westerners. There is a common code that
expat kids usually leave Kuwait after high school,
except a few who go to local universities here.
After they leave, only a few come back. We are
only like a breeding plant. This is wrong and also
not fair to those expats who have been in Kuwait
for more than 30 years.

Expats are equal in rights, and nations of the
world seek good education, prosperity, safety
and security of citizens and foreign residents in
their countries, including refugees, in order to
encourage them to integrate with the local com-
munity. These are basic human rights in any soci-
ety.  Why aren’t intelligent expat students who
finish high school with high grades not entitled
to overseas scholarships at  the expense of
Kuwait, in exchange to work here after gradua-
tion for the money that was spent on their edu-
cation? This is a better investment for these kids
who were born in Kuwait and educated here for
12 years.

I believe expat children are an important seg-
ment that needs attention, especially the ones
who are very smart. Why not take advantage of
them? Education is the best investment, and by
helping them gain a better education, we will
become confident that they won’t leave and
impart their knowledge to others.

I also think smart expat children must be
rewarded to be given the chance to study in
government schools to reduce the burden of
high fees on their parents. They would appreci-
ate this and become role models for Kuwaiti stu-
dents. I know some expats can send their kids to
government schools, like teachers and doctors,
but this is not allowed for everyone. Smart expat
children are a treasure and we should not be lax
in taking care of this wealth.
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Ministry denies
passports rumors

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Relations and
Security Information Department categorically
denied reports posted on social media which claim
that the citizenship department received Kuwaiti
passports that do not meet technical specification.
Passports are subject to scrutiny to make sure they
completely meet technical specifications before
arriving in the state of Kuwait, the statement said. 
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Morocco’s Monarch decorates
Kuwaiti envoy top royal order

RABAT: King Mohammed VI of Morocco yesterday dec-
orated Kuwaiti’s ambassador to the Kingdom Shamlan
Al-Roumi a top royal order. Receiving Al-Roumi at the
presidential palace in Tetouan, the king thanked him for
his efforts during his term in the Kingdom to enhance
bilateral ties. Roumi, whose term has ended in Morocco,
voiced pleasure and pride for being decorated the royal
order that crowned his diplomatic efforts and hard
work to promote ties between the two countries, sup-
ported by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and King Mohammed VI. It is
symbolic that being bestowed the order coincides with
the 17th anniversary of the King’s ascending to the
throne, Roumi said.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Ministr y of Public Works’
(MPW ) Assistant Undersecretary for
Road Engineering Sector Ahmad Al-
Hassan said 34 percent of Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Causeway project (Doha
Spur) has been completed. He said work
on the project is proceeding with coop-
eration and coordination between all
concerned parties. Hassan said the proj-
ect is of extreme importance because it
links Doha from near the Entertainment
City all the way to Shuwaikh till the start
of Ghazali Bridge, to reduce traffic jams
and complete the road network in the
country. He said the total cost of the
project is KD 169 million, to be complet-
ed in 1,462 days.

Hassan said the MPW is keen to imple-
ment most modern standards in the road
engineering field, as the Doha Spur is
considered the largest project in the
world, including a sea bridge that starts
from Shuwaikh port and the free trade
zone, goes through Kuwait Bay to the
west, passes besides Um Al-Namel
islands to Doha, then links with Doha
Expressway, with a length of 12.4 km.
Hassan said the project consists of a 7-
km sea bridge with two intersections,
and has the same specs of the main
bridge (Subbiya Spur).

No malfunctions
Ministry Electricity and Water’s (MEW)

undersecretary for power stations and
water distillation Fuad Al-Oun denied
malfunctions at the power generation
and control rooms. He said air condition-
ers are under regular maintenance con-
tracts throughout the year. About some
reports on social media, Oun said it was
a personal act by some employees at
Zour station without coordination with
the management. Oun said journalists
will be invited to visit Zour station to
make sure air conditioners are working
efficiently.

Fish sale
Chairman of Kuwait Farmers Union

Hadi Al-Watary asked Social Affairs and
Labor Minister Hind Al-Subaih to stand
against a decision issued by an official at
the ministry banning Kuwaiti farmers from
Wafra, Abdaly or Sulaibiya to sell products
in any cooperative society directly. They
can only sell through four outlets - Kuwait
Farmers Union and Wafra Company were
agreed upon previously, but a Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor (MSAL) official
added two more brokers to the list in con-
tradiction with the MSAL decision. Watary
said some influential marketers do not
care about anything other than their per-
sonal interests, without regard to the inter-

ests of the country or citizens. He called on
Subaih to fulfill her promises so brokers
won’t manipulate the interests of all for
their own. Watary said the Kuwait Farmers
Union, while it appeals to Subaih to stand
by the farmers, is confident that she does
not accept decisions that are against
them. Watary also asked Subaih to

exempt Kuwaiti farmers from the new
work permit fees, as they have increased
by 60 percent. Work permits issued for the
first time are now charged KD 50 instead
of KD 2 and transfers are charged KD 50
instead of KD 10, in addition to changing
renewal fees to KD 10, which is burden-
some to Kuwaiti farmers.

34% Sheikh Jaber Causeway complete

No malfunctions at power, control rooms

KUWAIT: Ongoing construction works at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway
project. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health (MoH)
has launched a comprehensive elec-
tronic health guide in Kuwait
International Airport for travelers, in an
effor t  to help globetrotters  stay
healthy. The guide consists of brief
informative health films put together
by specialists from the MoH, which will
be shown on screens all across the air-
por t ,  in conjunction with the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
and Kuwait Airways, said a press state-
ment by head of  the MoH’s media
department Ghalia Al-Mutairi.

Moreover, the guide features advice
on immunity measures against some of
the most pervasive diseases encoun-
tered by travelers, in addition to infor-
mation on health clinics and emer-
gency numbers, the statement added.
The statement also urged those with
chronic diseases to ensure that all pre-
cautions are in place prior to travel.

Medical services
In other news, a ministry official

announced that the ministry will secure
all medicines and medical services for
the Kuwaiti expedition during the
upcoming pilgrimage. Mugheer Al-
Shemmari, the deputy chief of medical
services for the hajj pilgrimage, said in a
statement that a ministry delegation that
departed today to Saudi Arabia would
coordinate with the authorities there for
securing all necessary medical drugs and
equipment during the rituals’ season.

A team of doctors and pharmacists
will travel to Holy Makkah on August 26
to install the makeshift clinics. A second
group will leave for the Kingdom on
September 1st, he said, adding that by
September 3rd, the medical team would
be fully ready to admit and treat ill pil-
grims. He called on the pilgrims to take
the necessary vaccinations ahead of trav-
elling to the holy land. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Photos from the reception hosted by the Taipei Commercial Representative
Office in Kuwait. — Photos by Joseph Shagra 

Taipei Commercial Representative

Office welcomes new director

KUWAIT: The Taipei Commercial
Representative Office in Kuwait hosted a wel-
come and farewell reception for the new
director, Bruce Chou of Taiwan Trade Center
in Kuwait and the outgoing director Mike
Tang on July 27 at Sheraton Hotel. Bruce
Chou says, as oil price stagnates in the first
half of this year, some GCC countries are suf-
fering from this situation. Nevertheless, it is a
good time for Kuwait to encourage and pro-
mote private industries.

Since the global economy in 2016 is still
uncertain, global demand keeps weakening.
According to the research of IMF, the global
economy growth has been cut to 2.8 percent
from 3. 2percent this year. As the economic
activities moving slowly, it affects consumers’
confidence everywhere. Kuwait is one of the
few countries that has strong capital reserve
in the world, Bruce Chou maintains his opti-
mistic view to Kuwait in terms of its potential
of developing new private industries. He indi-
cates that although consumers become more
conservative these days, there are still many
new fields and products coming out, some of
them are worthy for young generation of
Kuwait to participate, such as the fields of
home robot application, smart phone APPs,

interactive education content and facilities,
internet marketing, energy savings and envi-
ronment protection.

Bruce Chou wants to encourage more
Taiwan companies to cooperate with Kuwait
companies by bringing in more trade delega-
tions to Kuwait and focusing more on those
companies who could provide system inte-
grated or total solutions to Kuwait. With the
support of Taiwan companies, he believes
that opportunities could be provided to
young Kuwaitis to open creative services or
new business.

Kuwait is the market that adopts new
things fast. According to Burce Chou’s obser-
vation, young Kuwaitis create new ideas easi-
ly resulting for their using experience. Those
ideas could be turned into brand new busi-
ness model. The private industry in Taiwan is
very good at transferring new ideas to prod-
ucts, which help young Kuwaitis to establish
new business and could be expanded to oth-
er GCC countries. Mike Tang has finished his
term in Kuwait and is very thankful to all the
support he has received from Kuwait for the
past few years. During his stay in Kuwait, the
export from Taiwan to Kuwait has significant-
ly increased around 25percent in total.

Foreign workers shelter: Addition

to Kuwait’s human rights record

KUWAIT: Due to its utter commitment to
the issues of human rights, Kuwait had
established the foreign workers shelter as a
measure to protect laborers from abuse.
The facility, founded in 2014 on a decision
by the Cabinet and efforts by a number of
government bodies, is the personification
of Kuwait’s strive to uphold the rights of
honest workers and laborers.

Director of the expatriate workers center
Falah Al-Mutairi said that the shelter was
established to protect laborers from being
victims of human trafficking, noting that
the facility mostly hosted housemaids who
had been seriously abused by their spon-
sors. About 90 percent of the victims suffer
from being brought to the country by
shady agencies that took advantage of their
needs, said Mutairi. He added that the shel-

ter, which houses many facilities, had a
capacity to host some 500 people. Currently
there are 360 residents at the shelter, said
the official. All services within the shelter
are for free and the state covers the expens-
es, said the official, revealing that the annu-
al operation budget of the shelter was at KD
1.7 million.

Moreover, Mutairi said that the shelter
offered expatriate workers to head back to
their countries and also offered programs to
reintegrate them back into their own soci-
eties. The Kuwaiti official affirmed that the
shelter, in cooperation with foreign
embassies and international bodies, made
its mission to ensure that foreign workers in
Kuwait received their rights through the
rule of Kuwaiti law and globally accepted
legislations and regulations. — KUNA

MoH launches electronic

health guide for travelers

KUWAIT: Head of the MoH’s media department Ghalia Al-Mutairi (second from right)
launches the electronic health guide project for travelers. — KUNA

MADRID: Activities of the Spanish-Kuwaiti
festival kicked off Friday night in Spain’s
southern city of Marbella. The three-day fes-
tival opened its doors under the slogan
(Kuwaiti-Spanish Festival in Marbella). The
event is held in collaboration with the
Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry represented by the
Embassy in Madrid with the participation of
Kuwait’s National Council for Culture, Arts,
and Letters (NCCAL), the municipality of
Marbella, and the Spanish Ministry of
Tourism.

Kuwait ’s Ambassador to Spain Dr
Suleiman Al-Harbi said that the embassy’s
participation aimed at highlighting Kuwaiti
culture and heritage. The Ambassador
stressed that the embassy in Madrid was
keen on the success of any gathering which
highlighted the traditions and heritage of
the State of Kuwait. He pointed out that the
diplomatic mission did not hesitate to offer
all sorts of support to any activity aimed at
boosting tourism between Kuwait and
Spain. Harbi said the festival promoted his
country as a unique global tourist destina-

tion in the Gulf region, affirming that this
was in line with Kuwait’s development plan
which focused on diversifying the nation’s
economic resources and national income.

Meanwhile, the Director General of
Kuwait’s Future Communications Company
Global (FCCG), Abrar Al-Masoud described
the festival as “Kuwait’s gift to Spain,” saying it
is an opportunity “to familiarize Spaniards
with Kuwaiti culture.” Furthermore, she noted
that the festival would feature a slew of exhi-
bitions and activities that will go on well into
midnight, particularly, the ones where visitors
would get to relish on Kuwaiti and Spanish
delicacies. She also revealed that an even big-
ger Gulf gala was in the works for next year.
The FCCG is one of the sponsors of the festi-
val. In the meantime, Marbella’s tourism offi-
cial Miguel Luna called on residents of the
city to come out for the festival, saying it was
a chance for them to get acquainted with
Kuwaiti culture. The first of its kind festival, set
to take place in Antonio Banderas Plaza in
Puerto Banus, Marbella, opened its doors at
07:00 pm local-time Friday. —KUNA

Spanish-Kuwaiti festival

kicks off in Marbella

MADRID: Kuwaiti folklore music performed at the Spanish-Kuwaiti festival in
Marbella. — KUNA
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