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UN envoy offers Yemen foes 

worksheet for future phase

Proposal to extend talks amid concerns over new council 
KUWAIT: UN Secretary General’s Special Envoy for
Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmad yesterday met the
delegations of Yemen’s Ansarullah movement and the
General People’s Congress (GPC) as part of the Kuwaiti
consultations on peace in Yemen. During the meeting
with Ansarullah and the GPC, Ould Cheikh Ahmad dis-
cussed visions to resolve the crisis in Yemen. There have
been expectations that the talks would focus on the
movement’s decision on forming a presidential council
to take over the reins in Yemen.

Following yesterday’s meetings, the UN envoy said
he had handed the negotiating teams a worksheet on
visions for the coming period with the prior target of
concluding a solution in Yemen. The talks with the
Yemeni parties focused on the envoy’s vision for an
integrated and comprehensive solution to the crisis in
Yemen, and a proposal for extending the Kuwait talks
for a short period. Meanwhile, informed sources said
that the Yemeni parties would each hold closed meet-
ings to discuss the worksheet and form a stance
towards it.

Officials with Yemen’s internationally recognized gov-
ernment of President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi told AP
they were considering proposals to reconvene the talks,
which have failed to bridge the gap with the rebels, in
Oman. They spoke on condition of anonymity because
they weren’t authorized to brief reporters. “There can be
no more talks after the new coup,” delegation
spokesman Mohammad Al-Emrani told AFP on Friday.

Ould Cheikh Ahmad was later expected to meet
Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: A crackdown by the Interior Ministry continued yesterday in Industrial Jahra, resulting in the
arrest of 145 residency violators and wanted persons. The campaign was supervised by a number of senior
ministry officials led by Undersecretary Lt Gen Suleiman Al-Fahd. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: MPs yesterday demanded that salaries of
diplomats should not be reduced and called on First
Deputy PM and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled to intervene. MP Ahmad Mutaei rejected any
decision that will lead to the reduction of diplomats’
salaries, as Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh has sug-
gested. He wondered why Saleh opted for this
“strange” decision, while his ministry is not adopting
any of the solutions given “by me or my colleagues”
on reducing the budget deficit.

MP Talal Al-Jalal asked Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled to
coordinate with the finance ministry to reconsider
the decision to reduce salaries and subsidies of diplo-
mats abroad. He said the roles these missions are
playing are appreciated by all, and the state must
provide all facilities, particularly financial, so they can
carry out their duties perfectly. He rejected any inten-
tion to impinge on the rights of diplomats under any
excuse, especially since their salaries are considered
“humble” compared to those in other GCC countries.

Continued on Page 13
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HARRISBURG: Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump traded
insults at opposite ends of the country Friday, taking
their fight for the White House to rival battleground
states and portraying starkly different visions of
America. One of the most divisive US campaigns in
modern history is entering a new chapter with
Republicans and Democrats having selected their nomi-
nees, leaving the candidates slogging it out before elec-
tion day on Nov 8.

Clinton followed her historic acceptance speech on
Thursday as the first woman presidential nominee for a

major party with a rally in Philadelphia before embark-
ing on a bus tour of Rust Belt states Pennsylvania and
Ohio. In Colorado, a key western state, her Republican
opponent promised “no more Mr Nice Guy.” He trashed
Clinton’s speech as “average,” called her a liar and prom-
ised to end the migration of Syrian refugees. “I’m start-
ing to agree with you,” the 70-year-old told supporters
chanting  “lock her up, lock her up” in Colorado Springs.
“I’m taking the gloves off,” he said. “Just remember this
Trump is going to be no more Mr Nice Guy.”

Continued on Page 13

Clinton, Trump take gloves off

AUSTIN: At least 16 peo-
ple were feared dead after
a hot air balloon caught
fire and crashed in a pas-
ture near the central Texas
city of Lockhart yesterday
morning, according to
federal and local authori-
ties. “It does not appear at
this time that there were
any survivors of the crash,”
Caldwell County Sheriff
Daniel Law said in a state-
ment, according to his
office. Emergency respon-
ders in Texas said the fire
hit the basket portion of
the hot air balloon.

The accident is likely to
be one of the deadliest
hot air balloon crashes on
record. It comes about
three years after 19 peo-
ple, mostly Asian and
European tourists, were
killed in a hot air balloon
crash in Luxor, Egypt. The
Federal Aviation
Administration confirmed
the Lockhart crash, about
50 km south of Austin. It
did not offer any informa-
tion on fatalities but said
at least 16 people were on
board the balloon. The
Caldwell County sheriff’s
office said it was working
to determine the identi-
ties of those aboard.

More than a dozen
police vehicles could be
seen on pasture land at
the site of the crash, in live
video provided by Austin
TV station KVUE. 

Continued on Page 13
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Washington intermediate school students performing at the 25th anniversary of the Kuwait-America Foundation (KAF) gala.

Kuwaiti Ambassador lauds US
Campaign to Stop Violence

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Ambassador to the US
Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah yes-
terday extolled the ‘National Campaign to Stop
Violence’ in the United States, stressing his
country’s support for the campaign that aimed
to promote peace and understanding amongst
people.  This came in a statement by
Ambassador Sheikh Salem after participating in
a gala marking the 25th anniversary of the
Kuwait-America Foundation (KAF) and the final
day for the educational and awareness pro-
gram ‘Do The Right Thing’, organized by the
Washington intermediate school students cam-
paign. He hailed the awareness and education-
al program which highlighted the disadvan-
tages of the violence, an act in which Kuwait
was one of its victims during the Iraqi invasion.
The ‘Do The Right Thing’ program is directed to
all segments of society and there lies its impor-
tance, the Kuwaiti diplomat said, adding that
the program would be featured in across 30
American cities. Meanwhile, Chairman of KAF
Dr Hassan Al-Ebraheem said that US students,
who attended the ceremony, expressed their
appreciation for the role of the Foundation in
the promotion of peace and anti-violence in
schools, hoping such campaign would contin-
ue this noble role.

He added that the ceremony, which was
attended by a number of ambassadors and
diplomats, honored winners of the ‘Do The
Right Thing’ program in recognition of their
efforts to spread peace and love in schools. He
said that those in charge of the campaign had
asked all the participants, estimated at 70,000
students, to send essays regarding their experi-
ence with violence and how it affected them. 

Ebraheem said that 50 students have won
awards for the best essays written in this area

and were honored at the closing ceremony. He
added that the National Campaign to Stop
Violence also will organize a Washington trip
for the students, holding meetings with a num-
ber of officials in the Supreme Court and visit-
ing several government buildings as well as the
Library of Congress to deposit their articles in
this historical building.

In separate interviews conducted on the
sidelines of the ceremony, Emma Moser, a 13-
year-old student of San Antonio, Texas, said
that her article titled (Violence) spoke about
her experience in 2012 when her the Sandy
Hook Elementary School was the target of a

shooting incident. Moser added that she also
got to know about the suffering of Kuwaitis
during the Iraqi invasion through her participa-
tion in the program, a matter that prompted
her to search the net to become acquainted
with Kuwait.

In the meantime, Aaron Rattijan, 14, spoke
in his article about the harsh experience with
someone who brutally attacked him near his
house in Charlotte, New Jersey. He expressed
appreciation to those in charge of the pro-
gram and looked forward to learning more
about the “small country that was invaded by
a big country.” — KUNA

WASHINGTON: Kuwait’s Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (fourth
from left) at the 25th anniversary of the Kuwait-America Foundation (KAF) gala. —KUNA

Assistant FM holds
luncheon for UN envoy

KUWAIT: Assistant Foreign Minister for First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister ’s Bureau Affairs, Ambassador
Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, held a luncheon on Friday for the UN
envoy for Yemen Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed
and the Saudi Ambassador to Yemen
Mohammed Al Jaber. The formal lunch was
attended by Assistant Foreign Minister for

GCC Affairs Nasser Al-Mezain, Ambassador
Salem Ghesab AlZamanan, Kuwait’s ambas-
sador to Yemen Fahd Saad Almeie, Assistant
Foreign Minister for the Arab World Affairs
Ambassador Aziz Rahim Al-Dihani, Deputy
Assistant Foreign Minister for the Foreign
Minister’s Bureau Affairs Ambassador Saleh
Salem Aloghani and a host of the foreign
ministry officials. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Assistant Foreign Minister for First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister’s Bureau Affairs Ambassador Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah is pictured with the guests. — KUNA

UNSC commends Kuwait’s
continued support for Iraq

NEW YORK: UN Security Council welcomed
the strong bilateral relations between Iraq
and Kuwait and commended the
Government of Kuwait’s continued support
for Iraq in its efforts to achieve stability. In a
press statement issued Friday by the
Japanese-led Council, the members of the
Security Council encouraged the two coun-
tries, as per Security Council resolution
2107, to collaborate closely through the tri-
partite mechanism on the file of missing
Kuwaiti persons and third-country nation-
als to achieve further concrete results.

The members of the Security Council
noted the limited progress made on this
issue recently and expressed their regret
that no cases of missing Kuwaiti persons
have been solved and no human remains
exhumed over the past 11 years, reiterating
their deepest sympathy and condolences
to the families of the missing.

While recognizing the considerable
challenges facing Iraq at this time, the 15-
member body called on the Government of
Iraq to continue in its efforts to achieve tan-
gible progress with respect to returning all
missing Kuwaiti and third-country nation-
als or their remains, in addition to returning
Kuwaiti property, including the national
archives. However, the UNSC recognized
that important steps have recently been
taken to reinvigorate this file, and com-
mended the momentum, energy and posi-
tive engagement of the Government of
Iraq. In the statement, the Council mem-
bers were encouraged by the commitment
of the Iraqi Ministry of Defense to the file,

as evidenced by recent activities, and wel-
comed the adoption of the 2016 Iraqi plan
of action with the inclusion of the Kuwaiti
recommendations, and strongly encour-
aged the Governments of Iraq and Kuwait
to reconvene the Joint Property
Committee, every six months, as agreed.

Expressing their strong support for the
perseverance of the members of the tripar-
tite mechanism and its chair,  the
International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), in an effort to locate the remains of
the missing Kuwaiti and third-country
nationals, the Council supported the
Secretary General’s opinion that “ascertain-
ing the fate of missing persons and provid-
ing answers to their grieving families
depend on steadfast commitment, action
and the adoption of new and innovative
ways to push the file forward.” The mem-
bers of the Security Council expressed their
intention to remain engaged in this issue.

On July 15, the members of the Security
Council were briefed by the Special
Representative of the Secretary General and
Head of the United Nations Assistance
Mission for Iraq (UNAMI), Jan Kubis, on the
issue of missing Kuwaiti and third-country
nationals and missing Kuwaiti property,
including the national archives, following the
recent report of the Secretary-General.  In this
regards, the members of the Security Council
commended the efforts of UNAMI, its Special
Representative and Deputy Special
Representative for Political Affairs to continue
to promote, support and facilitate the efforts
of the Government of Iraq. — KUNA

KUWAIT: In collaboration with Abdullah Al-Nouri Charity
Association, Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of international
Ooredoo Group, has recently announced distributing aid
to Syrian refugees in Lebanon’s Beqaa Valley. The charita-
ble campaign was successfully launched during
Ramadan 2016 with a dedicated hashtag communicated
through Ooredoo’s social media channels encouraging
people to contribute in the donation process, for the
whole month.

This campaign aimed at promoting a link which
allowed all Ooredoo’s social media followers to donate
and save the lives of those refugees in Lebanon, Jordan
and Turkey and contribute using their debit or credit
cards. There were no limits to the donations that can be
made while minimal amount was 1 KD. The charitable
campaign witnessed large turnout and the result was dis-
tributing more than 500 aids stake including food,
clothes and other basic necessities for living. 

Commenting on the success of the charitable cam-
paign, Mijbil Alayoub, Director of Corporate
Communications at Ooredoo Kuwait said: “We are
pleased with the campaign’s outcome especially the
overwhelming response by our followers on different
social media channels. Our main goal behind launching
this campaign was to endorse the concept of giving back
particularly during Ramadan. We aim to be part of other
charitable campaigns and to collaborate with more
organizations either in or outside of Kuwait.”

Ooredoo had conducted a series of key activities dur-
ing Ramadan including Al-Nouri charity campaign, dis-
tributing daily iftar meals at its iftar tent located in front
of Ooredoo’s headquarter at Al-Soor Street - Al Mirqab
and many other initiatives such as celebrating Gergian
with children at hospitals in collaboration with number
of NGOs.

Ooredoo Distributes Aid to Syrian Refugees in Lebanon
In Collaboration with Al-Nouri Charity Association



SUNDAY, JULY 31, 2016

By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

Gulf states have relied on expat workers,
whether Arab, Asian or others, for a long
time. We in Kuwait are no exception.

Expatriates make up the majority of the popula-
tion in Kuwait, as citizens do not exceed 30 per-
cent of the population and the percentage of cit-
izens in the labor market does not exceed 15
percent of the total workforce.  

Expats came to Kuwait for work, but for differ-
ent reasons, terms and durations. Some want to
save some money for themselves and their fami-
lies, then leave for good. Some have fled war and
civil conflicts, so they cannot return to their
homelands. In some cases, there are expats who
have been living in Kuwait for the last 30 years
and more, so Kuwait is their home because they
have been living here for so long. Many expats
marr ied here,  had chi ldren here and even
became grandparents. 

But have we benefited from the expat kids
who were born and raised in Kuwait? I don’t

think so. We did not make practical and strategic
use of the minds of skilled expatriate children
who were born and studied here for 12 years
until they left for college, whether Arabs, Asians
or Westerners. There is a common code that
expat kids usually leave Kuwait after high school,
except a few who go to local universities here.
After they leave, only a few come back. We are
only like a breeding plant. This is wrong and also
not fair to those expats who have been in Kuwait
for more than 30 years.

Expats are equal in rights, and nations of the
world seek good education, prosperity, safety
and security of citizens and foreign residents in
their countries, including refugees, in order to
encourage them to integrate with the local com-
munity. These are basic human rights in any soci-
ety.  Why aren’t intelligent expat students who
finish high school with high grades not entitled
to overseas scholarships at  the expense of
Kuwait, in exchange to work here after gradua-
tion for the money that was spent on their edu-
cation? This is a better investment for these kids
who were born in Kuwait and educated here for
12 years.

I believe expat children are an important seg-
ment that needs attention, especially the ones
who are very smart. Why not take advantage of
them? Education is the best investment, and by
helping them gain a better education, we will
become confident that they won’t leave and
impart their knowledge to others.

I also think smart expat children must be
rewarded to be given the chance to study in
government schools to reduce the burden of
high fees on their parents. They would appreci-
ate this and become role models for Kuwaiti stu-
dents. I know some expats can send their kids to
government schools, like teachers and doctors,
but this is not allowed for everyone. Smart expat
children are a treasure and we should not be lax
in taking care of this wealth.

Local Spotlight

Expat kids
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Ministry denies
passports rumors

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s Relations and
Security Information Department categorically
denied reports posted on social media which claim
that the citizenship department received Kuwaiti
passports that do not meet technical specification.
Passports are subject to scrutiny to make sure they
completely meet technical specifications before
arriving in the state of Kuwait, the statement said. 

News
I n  b r i e f

Morocco’s Monarch decorates
Kuwaiti envoy top royal order

RABAT: King Mohammed VI of Morocco yesterday dec-
orated Kuwaiti’s ambassador to the Kingdom Shamlan
Al-Roumi a top royal order. Receiving Al-Roumi at the
presidential palace in Tetouan, the king thanked him for
his efforts during his term in the Kingdom to enhance
bilateral ties. Roumi, whose term has ended in Morocco,
voiced pleasure and pride for being decorated the royal
order that crowned his diplomatic efforts and hard
work to promote ties between the two countries, sup-
ported by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and King Mohammed VI. It is
symbolic that being bestowed the order coincides with
the 17th anniversary of the King’s ascending to the
throne, Roumi said.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Ministr y of Public Works’
(MPW ) Assistant Undersecretary for
Road Engineering Sector Ahmad Al-
Hassan said 34 percent of Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Causeway project (Doha
Spur) has been completed. He said work
on the project is proceeding with coop-
eration and coordination between all
concerned parties. Hassan said the proj-
ect is of extreme importance because it
links Doha from near the Entertainment
City all the way to Shuwaikh till the start
of Ghazali Bridge, to reduce traffic jams
and complete the road network in the
country. He said the total cost of the
project is KD 169 million, to be complet-
ed in 1,462 days.

Hassan said the MPW is keen to imple-
ment most modern standards in the road
engineering field, as the Doha Spur is
considered the largest project in the
world, including a sea bridge that starts
from Shuwaikh port and the free trade
zone, goes through Kuwait Bay to the
west, passes besides Um Al-Namel
islands to Doha, then links with Doha
Expressway, with a length of 12.4 km.
Hassan said the project consists of a 7-
km sea bridge with two intersections,
and has the same specs of the main
bridge (Subbiya Spur).

No malfunctions
Ministry Electricity and Water’s (MEW)

undersecretary for power stations and
water distillation Fuad Al-Oun denied
malfunctions at the power generation
and control rooms. He said air condition-
ers are under regular maintenance con-
tracts throughout the year. About some
reports on social media, Oun said it was
a personal act by some employees at
Zour station without coordination with
the management. Oun said journalists
will be invited to visit Zour station to
make sure air conditioners are working
efficiently.

Fish sale
Chairman of Kuwait Farmers Union

Hadi Al-Watary asked Social Affairs and
Labor Minister Hind Al-Subaih to stand
against a decision issued by an official at
the ministry banning Kuwaiti farmers from
Wafra, Abdaly or Sulaibiya to sell products
in any cooperative society directly. They
can only sell through four outlets - Kuwait
Farmers Union and Wafra Company were
agreed upon previously, but a Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labor (MSAL) official
added two more brokers to the list in con-
tradiction with the MSAL decision. Watary
said some influential marketers do not
care about anything other than their per-
sonal interests, without regard to the inter-

ests of the country or citizens. He called on
Subaih to fulfill her promises so brokers
won’t manipulate the interests of all for
their own. Watary said the Kuwait Farmers
Union, while it appeals to Subaih to stand
by the farmers, is confident that she does
not accept decisions that are against
them. Watary also asked Subaih to

exempt Kuwaiti farmers from the new
work permit fees, as they have increased
by 60 percent. Work permits issued for the
first time are now charged KD 50 instead
of KD 2 and transfers are charged KD 50
instead of KD 10, in addition to changing
renewal fees to KD 10, which is burden-
some to Kuwaiti farmers.

34% Sheikh Jaber Causeway complete

No malfunctions at power, control rooms

KUWAIT: Ongoing construction works at the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Causeway
project. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health (MoH)
has launched a comprehensive elec-
tronic health guide in Kuwait
International Airport for travelers, in an
effor t  to help globetrotters  stay
healthy. The guide consists of brief
informative health films put together
by specialists from the MoH, which will
be shown on screens all across the air-
por t ,  in conjunction with the
Directorate General of Civil Aviation
and Kuwait Airways, said a press state-
ment by head of  the MoH’s media
department Ghalia Al-Mutairi.

Moreover, the guide features advice
on immunity measures against some of
the most pervasive diseases encoun-
tered by travelers, in addition to infor-
mation on health clinics and emer-
gency numbers, the statement added.
The statement also urged those with
chronic diseases to ensure that all pre-
cautions are in place prior to travel.

Medical services
In other news, a ministry official

announced that the ministry will secure
all medicines and medical services for
the Kuwaiti expedition during the
upcoming pilgrimage. Mugheer Al-
Shemmari, the deputy chief of medical
services for the hajj pilgrimage, said in a
statement that a ministry delegation that
departed today to Saudi Arabia would
coordinate with the authorities there for
securing all necessary medical drugs and
equipment during the rituals’ season.

A team of doctors and pharmacists
will travel to Holy Makkah on August 26
to install the makeshift clinics. A second
group will leave for the Kingdom on
September 1st, he said, adding that by
September 3rd, the medical team would
be fully ready to admit and treat ill pil-
grims. He called on the pilgrims to take
the necessary vaccinations ahead of trav-
elling to the holy land. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Photos from the reception hosted by the Taipei Commercial Representative
Office in Kuwait. — Photos by Joseph Shagra 

Taipei Commercial Representative

Office welcomes new director

KUWAIT: The Taipei Commercial
Representative Office in Kuwait hosted a wel-
come and farewell reception for the new
director, Bruce Chou of Taiwan Trade Center
in Kuwait and the outgoing director Mike
Tang on July 27 at Sheraton Hotel. Bruce
Chou says, as oil price stagnates in the first
half of this year, some GCC countries are suf-
fering from this situation. Nevertheless, it is a
good time for Kuwait to encourage and pro-
mote private industries.

Since the global economy in 2016 is still
uncertain, global demand keeps weakening.
According to the research of IMF, the global
economy growth has been cut to 2.8 percent
from 3. 2percent this year. As the economic
activities moving slowly, it affects consumers’
confidence everywhere. Kuwait is one of the
few countries that has strong capital reserve
in the world, Bruce Chou maintains his opti-
mistic view to Kuwait in terms of its potential
of developing new private industries. He indi-
cates that although consumers become more
conservative these days, there are still many
new fields and products coming out, some of
them are worthy for young generation of
Kuwait to participate, such as the fields of
home robot application, smart phone APPs,

interactive education content and facilities,
internet marketing, energy savings and envi-
ronment protection.

Bruce Chou wants to encourage more
Taiwan companies to cooperate with Kuwait
companies by bringing in more trade delega-
tions to Kuwait and focusing more on those
companies who could provide system inte-
grated or total solutions to Kuwait. With the
support of Taiwan companies, he believes
that opportunities could be provided to
young Kuwaitis to open creative services or
new business.

Kuwait is the market that adopts new
things fast. According to Burce Chou’s obser-
vation, young Kuwaitis create new ideas easi-
ly resulting for their using experience. Those
ideas could be turned into brand new busi-
ness model. The private industry in Taiwan is
very good at transferring new ideas to prod-
ucts, which help young Kuwaitis to establish
new business and could be expanded to oth-
er GCC countries. Mike Tang has finished his
term in Kuwait and is very thankful to all the
support he has received from Kuwait for the
past few years. During his stay in Kuwait, the
export from Taiwan to Kuwait has significant-
ly increased around 25percent in total.

Foreign workers shelter: Addition

to Kuwait’s human rights record

KUWAIT: Due to its utter commitment to
the issues of human rights, Kuwait had
established the foreign workers shelter as a
measure to protect laborers from abuse.
The facility, founded in 2014 on a decision
by the Cabinet and efforts by a number of
government bodies, is the personification
of Kuwait’s strive to uphold the rights of
honest workers and laborers.

Director of the expatriate workers center
Falah Al-Mutairi said that the shelter was
established to protect laborers from being
victims of human trafficking, noting that
the facility mostly hosted housemaids who
had been seriously abused by their spon-
sors. About 90 percent of the victims suffer
from being brought to the country by
shady agencies that took advantage of their
needs, said Mutairi. He added that the shel-

ter, which houses many facilities, had a
capacity to host some 500 people. Currently
there are 360 residents at the shelter, said
the official. All services within the shelter
are for free and the state covers the expens-
es, said the official, revealing that the annu-
al operation budget of the shelter was at KD
1.7 million.

Moreover, Mutairi said that the shelter
offered expatriate workers to head back to
their countries and also offered programs to
reintegrate them back into their own soci-
eties. The Kuwaiti official affirmed that the
shelter, in cooperation with foreign
embassies and international bodies, made
its mission to ensure that foreign workers in
Kuwait received their rights through the
rule of Kuwaiti law and globally accepted
legislations and regulations. — KUNA

MoH launches electronic

health guide for travelers

KUWAIT: Head of the MoH’s media department Ghalia Al-Mutairi (second from right)
launches the electronic health guide project for travelers. — KUNA

MADRID: Activities of the Spanish-Kuwaiti
festival kicked off Friday night in Spain’s
southern city of Marbella. The three-day fes-
tival opened its doors under the slogan
(Kuwaiti-Spanish Festival in Marbella). The
event is held in collaboration with the
Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry represented by the
Embassy in Madrid with the participation of
Kuwait’s National Council for Culture, Arts,
and Letters (NCCAL), the municipality of
Marbella, and the Spanish Ministry of
Tourism.

Kuwait ’s Ambassador to Spain Dr
Suleiman Al-Harbi said that the embassy’s
participation aimed at highlighting Kuwaiti
culture and heritage. The Ambassador
stressed that the embassy in Madrid was
keen on the success of any gathering which
highlighted the traditions and heritage of
the State of Kuwait. He pointed out that the
diplomatic mission did not hesitate to offer
all sorts of support to any activity aimed at
boosting tourism between Kuwait and
Spain. Harbi said the festival promoted his
country as a unique global tourist destina-

tion in the Gulf region, affirming that this
was in line with Kuwait’s development plan
which focused on diversifying the nation’s
economic resources and national income.

Meanwhile, the Director General of
Kuwait’s Future Communications Company
Global (FCCG), Abrar Al-Masoud described
the festival as “Kuwait’s gift to Spain,” saying it
is an opportunity “to familiarize Spaniards
with Kuwaiti culture.” Furthermore, she noted
that the festival would feature a slew of exhi-
bitions and activities that will go on well into
midnight, particularly, the ones where visitors
would get to relish on Kuwaiti and Spanish
delicacies. She also revealed that an even big-
ger Gulf gala was in the works for next year.
The FCCG is one of the sponsors of the festi-
val. In the meantime, Marbella’s tourism offi-
cial Miguel Luna called on residents of the
city to come out for the festival, saying it was
a chance for them to get acquainted with
Kuwaiti culture. The first of its kind festival, set
to take place in Antonio Banderas Plaza in
Puerto Banus, Marbella, opened its doors at
07:00 pm local-time Friday. —KUNA

Spanish-Kuwaiti festival

kicks off in Marbella

MADRID: Kuwaiti folklore music performed at the Spanish-Kuwaiti festival in
Marbella. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Dancers from China’s Hunan Xinghe Arts Troupe perform on stage at the Abdulhusain Abdulredha theatre in Salmiya late on Friday. The event titled ‘Oriental Dance Charm’ was organized in coopera-
tion with the National Council of Culture, Arts, and Letters. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Oriental Dance Charm held at
Abdulhusain Abdulredha theatre
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Sudan’s Chief Justice
lauds ties with Kuwait

KHARTOUM: Judicial ties between Kuwait and Sudan
have made some headway, Sudan’s Chief Justice
Haider Ahmad Dafallah said yesterday, adding that he
is hopeful of further progress in relations. Sudan’s Chief
Justice received Kuwait’s Ambassador to Khartoum
Talal Al-Hajeri, to mark the end of his diplomatic tenure
in the Northeastern African nation. Moreover, Dafallah
noted that Hajeri’s efforts were instrumental to the
enhancement of judicial ties between Kuwait and
Sudan, adding that he has accepted a Kuwaiti invita-
tion to visit the country in February. — KUNA

Kuwait’s crude
oil price down

to $37.41 pb
KUWAIT: Price of Kuwait’s crude oil went down 99
cents on Friday to stand at $37.41 pb compared to
$38.40 pb the day before, said Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation (KPC) yesterday. In the international
market, the prices of crude oil retreated for the sev-
enth sessions in a row affected by fears of an
increase in the world demand following US reports
over a hike in oil supplies by nearly 1.7 million bar-
rels last week. — KUNA

In Brief

o f  t h e  d a y

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti sailors brave the scorching heat and carry traditional fishing nets on their head as they prepare to board dhows ahead of a pearl diving trip this past Thursday, in Kuwait City. Pearl-diving trips are held annual-
ly under the patronage of His Highness the Amir in order to keep alive traditions that accompanied the once important national trade of pearl diving, prior to the discovery of oil. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyyat

KRCS delivers
aid to Syrians

BEIRUT: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) yesterday
announced delivering relief aid to 250 Syrian refugee
families in the town of Ameeq southeast of the capital.
The chief of the field team, Mahdi Al-Hesar, said the
delivered items included food and detergents, suffi-
cient for a month for a five-member family, adding that
candies and gifts for children were given to these fami-
lies too. He conveyed expressions of gratitude from the
refugees to the State of Kuwait, His Highness the Amir
and people for their generous giving. — KUNA

KUWAIT: KFH-Group CEO Mazin Saad
Al-Nahedh and the accompanying dele-
gation met with the Ambassador of
Malaysia to Kuwait Ahmad Rozian Abd
who received them at the Malaysian
embassy. The visit comes in continua-
tion of a series of visits of KFH to the
ambassadors of the countries in which
KFH operates in efforts to reinforce rela-
tionships and paves the way for further
cooperation and coordination.

During the visit, the Ambassador and
Nahedh discussed issues of mutual
interest, focusing on KFH’s banking
operations and the investment opportu-
nities in vital sectors such as education,
health and infrastructure in Malaysia. 

Meanwhile, the Ambassador of
Malaysia to Kuwait Praised KFH’s Role in
Islamic financial services industry, indi-
cating (KFH-Malaysia) Berhad is the first
foreign bank to introduce Islamic bank-
ing in Malaysia since 2005.

He expressed his appreciation for the
visit of KFH’s delegation led by the
Nahedh, affirming that this visit ensures
continuing collaboration and desire to

continue the investment in the
Malaysian market that provides the leg-
islative framework for Islamic banks. 

Nahedh, stressed the importance of
the Malaysian market, noting that KFH
targets all the markets that offer good
investment opportunities. He referred
to the depth of relationships between

the two countries, Kuwait and Malaysia
that is crowned with bilateral and mutu-
al investments in several fields including
trade, tourism and other vital fields,
affirming KFH’s keenness to reinforcing
its ties with the countries in which the
Group operates that encompass Turkey,
Malaysia, Bahrain, Saudi and the UAE.

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) concluded a field training program for university students, which was
organized by the human resources department at CBK Academy in the Faiha branch.

Ambassador of Malaysia to Kuwait
Praises KFH’s Role in Islamic
Financial Services Industry

KFH-Group CEO, delegation met ambassador

KFH-Group CEO Mazin Al-Nahedh and his delegation are pictured with the
ambassador.
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Trade in religion

Al-Qabas

By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

An intellectual said that trade in religion is
always popular, especially where ignorance
is widespread. So whoever wants to control

the ignorant has to wrap his need with a religious
cover. For instance, if we send 20,000 WhatsApp
messages asking for 20 fils daily to spend on cultur-
al and civil projects, it is most likely that recipients
will ignore it, but they will answer if it is covered by
a religious purpose.

We wrote several columns about engineer (A A)
who established an entity that was not legal, and
was able to convince former ministers and senior
dignitaries to work with him in a very short time. It
was mentioned in Al-Qabas on 9/4/1999 that his
establishment signed an agreement with Malaysia to
carry out technological projects in poor villages to
produce hydroelectricity. It was also reported in Al-
Qabas on 27/12/1999 that the same establishment
implemented treatment project and opened a
branch, out of its charitable and developmental role,
to treat the poor free of charge. Then on 14/5/1999,
it was mentioned that the establishment’s activities
reached Yemen, and its board members were
inspecting the development projects supervised by
the social development fund.

On 24/5/1999, the chairman of the establish-
ment announced that they were preparing a proj-
ect to support needy families in Kuwait, and signed
an agreement with (A Sh) ,  an off icial  at  the
research center to prepare a study about the devel-
opment projects for those families to uplift them.
In the 16/8/1999 issue, it was mentioned that the
Global Development Establishment organized a
conference of the heads of Islamic societies in Los
Angeles on the occasion of the donation campaign
it was organizing.

In the 8/9/1999 issue, there was a news item
about the return of its chairman from Jakarta,
along with a member of the founding council (W
W), which means it was still being established fol-
lowing an inspection tour of some projects there,
and that it was concerned with developing the
manpower and occupational capabilities of Muslim
establishments and people to reach self-suste-
nance, as per the nature of each Muslim country.
Bearing in mind that among the goals of the estab-
lishment was to strengthen ties between Muslim
people and Kuwait is  through the Kuwait-
Indonesian Friendship Society.

In the 17/4/2000 issue, it was mentioned that the
establishment signed a cooperation agreement with
Sudan to farm large lands for the poor and that its
chairman received a $10 million donation from Saudi
Arabia to buy and bring “Silicon Valley” technology
to Muslims.

In 22/12/2000, the establishment announced its
plans to support the poor, widows and divorced
women in a number of Arab and Muslim countries,
and that they will complete several charity projects
in Egypt, a fish farming project in Sudan and two
similar projects in Jordan and Palestine, and the
ownership shares of the project will be distributed to
the poor who work in it, in addition to the many
claims that never came to reality.

The seven columns I wrote about this establish-
ment, names of ministries and senior dignitaries, dis-
appeared without implementing any project, and till
date it is unknown as to how those seniors and for-
mer ministers believed that any of the projects could
be implemented, or they might have had an interest
in all of that. About our friend (A A), he took advan-
tage of the religious nature of his projects, collected
millions, then disappeared. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

Al-Anbaa

News
I n  b r i e f

Kuwaitis in private
sector down 18%

KUWAIT: The number of Kuwaitis working in the private
sector dropped by 18.3 percent this year compared to last
year. Recent statistics released by the Manpower and
Government Restructuring Program revealed that there
are 60,619 Kuwaitis working in the private sector, com-
pared to 73,576 registered in 2015, which means that
around 12,957 have left their jobs within one year. A MGRP
source said that steps taken to fight fake employment at
the private sector this year have forced many to terminate
their contracts before they are busted, thus dropping the
total number of employees. — Al-Qabas

Roaming vendors
KUWAIT: Municipal Council member Abdullah Al-Kandari
proposed giving temporary licenses to bedoons (stateless)
wishing to work as roaming vendors, in order to allow
them to practice their profession without fear of prosecu-
tion. The proposal, which includes a clause to allocate a
market that hosts their trade activities, has been referred
by Kuwait Municipality to the cabinet for deliberation,
Kandari added. —Al-Rai

Free trade zone
KUWAIT: The cabinet has officialy agreed to establish a
free trade zone in Nuwaiseeb south of the country. It will
be built on a total area of two million square meters, mak-
ing it one of the largest in the region. The cabinet agreed
during last week’s meeting to handover the free trade zone
to the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. — Al-Anbaa

Unknown fate
KUWAIT: Around 100 paramedics face an unknown
fate since their contracts which are set to expire today
are yet to be renewed, Ministry of Health sources said.
The paramedics received word last week that their
contracts, which are signed through a contractor, were
going to be renewed before Thursday. That did not
happen, however, as they were told that the ministry
official in charge of signing their contract extension
was absent at the time, the sources said. — Al-Qabas

Nonpaid bills
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and Water collect-
ed KD 830 million in nonpaid bills since October 2012,
Undersecretary Mohammad Boushehri said.
Furthermore, he indicated that the ministry placed a
tender to import smart meters necessary to imple-
ment the new energy tariffs next year. —Al-Jarida

Summer

Domestictourism

Law firm sells
visas to Egyptians

KUWAIT: While Kuwait is
doing its best to fight
human trafficking, adver-
tisements still appear on
social media about selling
visas to people who are
dreaming of a comfort-
able life. The new and
strange thing this time is
that the ads were made
by a law firm that belongs
to a Kuwaiti woman, call-
ing on Egyptians to work
in Kuwait in exchange of
money paid in cash or
installments. The citizen
was contacted by
WhatsApp from the labor
office in Cairo asking for a
visa for a laborer. She said a one-year residency for a car
wash worker costs KD 1,250 and KD 1,650 for two years,
with a salary of KD 70.

About the possibility of paying in installments, the own-
er said the office provides a facility to pay in three install-
ments - the first is a KD 500 down payment, KD 500 when
the visa is issued and a third payment of KD 500.

Director of Public Relations and the official spokesper-
son of the Manpower Public Authority (MPA) Aseel Al-
Mazid said “such ads are not the authority’s concern”. She
said the role of MPA starts when the laborer enters Kuwait,
adding the responsible party is the interior ministry. “Our
role is to issue laws to fight human trafficking through resi-
dency traders,” she said. About the role of MPA when it
learns about such ads, she said if a worker or company
complains, “we make sure about the complaint, take legal
action and block the file”.

Meanwhile, the head of the Relations and Security
Information Department at the Interior Ministry Brigadier
Adel Al-Hashash said there is a task force that monitors
what is advertised over social media and checks violations
including sale of work visas. He said a website of a popular
lawyer was detected offering visas to Egyptians in
exchange of money, with an address and phone number to
communicate via WhatsApp. He said residency detectives
made sure about the information, and the lawyer was
blocked and banned from sponsorships for life, while
detectives searched the office to make sure about its
licenses and its activities.

Hashash said letters were sent to MPA to make sure
about the legality of all permits and work permits issued by
the lawyer’s office and a garage, and their files were sus-
pended until the facts are determined. He said electronic
detectives are checking the site and any other sites in vio-
lation of the labor law, taking advantage to trade in loose
and bogus laborers. —Al-Rai

Brigadier Adel Al-Hashah

KUWAIT: The Kuwait National Guard recently celebrated the graduation of newly recruited officer from a training course, which included a comprehensive program that
helped them become acquainted with National Guard’s basic working system.

KUWAIT: Director of the Interior Ministry’s Residency Affairs General Department Major General Talal Maarafi and a number of staff members at the Mubarak Al-Kabeer’s res-
idency department office for their efforts during the past holy month of Ramadan.
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ALEPPO: Syrian government forces secure a street as civilians come back to the neighbourhood of Bani Zeid. —AP

BEIRUT: Dozens of families and some opposition fighters
started leaving besieged rebel-held neighborhoods in the
northern Syrian city of Aleppo yesterday after the govern-
ment opened safe corridors for civilians and fighters who
want to leave, state media reported.

The government completely closed the main road into
rebel-held areas of Aleppo on July 17, effectively besieging
the 300,000 people living there. Earlier this week, Syrian
President Bashar Assad offered an amnesty to rebels who
lay down their arms and surrender to authorities in the
next three months.

About a dozen young men were shown on state TV sur-
rendering to government forces. All had covered their
faces, and most were carrying automatic rifles over their
head. As the men walked out of a building, Syrian govern-
ment soldiers pointed their rifles toward them.

State TV also showed dozens of women and children
arriving in a street lined with heavily damaged buildings in
the government-held part of Aleppo’s Salaheddine neigh-
borhood. State news agency SANA said the civilians later
boarded buses and were taken to shelters set up by the
government on the western side of Aleppo.

SANA said some fighters came forward to government
forces stationed in Salaheddine, where they handed over
their weapons and surrendered to authorities. Usually sur-
rendering fighters are questioned by government authori-
ties and then sign a pledge promising not to take up arms
against the Syrian state again.

169 civilians left
“We are feeling good now because we are under the

protection of the army, may God protect them. We suf-
fered a lot in order to be able to come here,” a Syrian
woman told state TV after leaving rebel-held parts of
Aleppo, Syria’s largest city and once commercial center.

The Russian military said 169 civilians have left Aleppo
through the three safe corridors since they were set up,

including 85 on Friday and 52 more yesterday. In addition,
69 fighters have left after laying down their arms, Lt. Gen.
Sergei Chvarkov, who heads the Russian center for recon-
ciliation located in Latakia military base, said in a state-
ment. He said four more corridors were in the process of
being created.

The Syrian government has set up six shelters that can
accommodate at least 3,000 people, he said. Syrian oppo-
sition activists expressed deep skepticism over the govern-
ment’s humanitarian corridors. 

Aleppo-based opposition activist Baraa al-Halaby
denied reports that civilians and fighters have left to gov-
ernment-held parts of the city. “This is a game by the
regime. Not a single person left,” al-Halaby said. “The
regime wants to say that civilians have left in order to burn
Aleppo.”

The Local Coordination Committees, a Syrian opposi-
tion monitoring group, denied that civilians and fighters
were heading to government areas of the city. The Britain-
based Syrian Observatory for Human Rights confirmed
that people have left opposition areas but had no num-
bers.

The evacuation came a day after UN special envoy
for Syria Staffan de Mistura urged Russia to leave the
creation of humanitarian corridors around Aleppo to
the United Nations and its partners. His comments were
seen as a gentle snub to Moscow, which had made the
proposal a day earlier as pro-government troops tight-
ened their encirclement of rebel-held parts of the
northern Syrian city.

In comments carried later Friday by Russia’s Interfax
news agency, deputy defense minister Anatoly Antonov
said that Russia was willing to work with the UN on setting
up the corridors. He said that Russia is “ready for close and
constructive cooperation with all international humanitari-
an organizations and, of course, with the office of the UN
special envoy on Syria.” — AP

Syrian civilians begin leaving 

rebel-held parts of Aleppo

LIMA: A soldier takes part in a military parade to celebrate Peru’s independence day on Friday.—AFP
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PARIS: You can’t put a guard in every church and
patrol every beach. But after a wave of attacks in
Western Europe, authorities are struggling to
protect their people as best as they can. The
French Riviera city of Cannes has banned large
backpacks on beaches lest they hide explosives,
and Britain is providing extra funding for securi-
ty at tens of thousands of places of worship.

The grisly slaying this week of an elderly
priest celebrating Mass in a Normandy church,
less than two weeks after 84 revelers were
mowed down by a truck on a beachfront prome-
nade in Nice, sounded the alarm that nothing is
sacred and no place is safe. Four attacks in a
week in Germany sealed that conviction.

“Churches take great pride in being open. But
there comes a time when the reality of crime
and the reality of terrorism may mean that some
of that balance needs to be readjusted,” said
Mark Gardner, spokesman for Community
Security Trust which provides extensive protec-
tion to Jewish synagogues and schools through-
out Britain.

The Trust started operating in 1994 after a car
bomb attack on the Israeli Embassy in London
injured roughly 20 people and a devastating
attack on a Jewish cultural center in Buenos
Aires, Argentina, killed 85 people.

The attacks 
The attacks in France and two of the four in

Germany were claimed by the Islamic State
group, thousands of miles away in strongholds
in Syria and Iraq. Their preferred targets are sym-
bols of what they label the “crusader” West in
Europe, but with so many to choose from, no
one can predict where terror might strike anew.
A police couple was killed in June in their home
west of Paris, in an attack also claimed by IS.

France has been muscling up its security
forces since two waves of IS-claimed attacks in
2015 that left 147 dead - and after two March
attacks in Belgium that killed 32. President
Francois Hollande has ordered 10,000 soldiers
who have been patrolling since last year to stay

in the streets, has called up reserves to bolster
police and borders, and plans to use some to
create a National Guard.

But the challenge of protecting churches,
synagogues, tourist haunts, beaches, summer
festival sites, airports and train stations is among
the most daunting tasks security forces have
faced in recent times in France, and Europe.

The city of Nice, citing the terror threat, can-
celed a memorial march set for Sunday to honor
victims of the attack on the famed Promenade
des Anglais. French Interior Minister Bernard
Cazeneuve visited security forces sent in Friday
at the start of a famed two-week jazz festival in
the village of Marciac in the Gers, an annual treat

for hundreds of thousands of jazz lovers - but a
high-risk event for police. Cazeneuve reiterated
what the French hear daily - “There are no mira-
cle solutions” - but insisted on the need for the
“physical presence” of police at summer festivals
around France.

Some towns are pitching in as they can, or
inventing new rules to ward off threats. The
Riviera city of Cannes, 33 kilometers (20 miles)
from Nice, has banned big bags on beaches until
at least the end of October, bags that Mayor
David Lisnard says “could contain explosives or
weapons.” More controversially, the mayor of
Rive-de-Gier, a small town near Lyon, decided
this week to “systematically refuse” new applica-
tions by residents to bring their families to live
with them, a process most often used by immi-
grants with loved ones in another country.

Whether the mayor can actually change
national policy allowing families to live together
remains to be seen, but the initiative reflects a
rising level of fear - often directed at immigrants
even though many assailants have been
European-born.

no commune in France is safe 
“Today, no commune in France is safe,” Mayor

Jean-Claude Charvin said in a statement on the
town’s website. “Each day, the government says
‘We’re at war’ ... (it) must give small towns the

means to protect their citizens.” Trying to pre-
vent attacks using intelligence is just as daunt-
ing. French security services twice missed catch-
ing the two 19-year-old Frenchmen who slit the
throat of Rev. Jacques Hamel before they acted.
In a glaring example of the challenge, four days
before the attack the main counter-terrorism
agency issued an all-points alert to police with a
photo of one of the attackers warning the man
pictured may be preparing an attack-but no one
knew his name.

Now, a lot of attention is focused on securing
places of worship, particularly small vulnerable
churches like the one in Saint-Etienne-du-
Rouvray that came under attack on Tuesday.

Shockwaves crossed religions and borders.
Some of Rome’s more famous churches and
basilicas already figure among the more than
4,000 places in Italy deemed at particular risk for
extremist operations, but the French attack has
also brought attention to the vulnerability of lit-
tle-known churches in outlying neighborhoods.
Officials have also requested additional police
security at Milan’s Duomo cathedral after the
attack and in light of a security breach that saw
an American tourist spend the night on the
spired rooftop after being overlooked by securi-
ty. “I don’t see a reason to militarize churches,”
Cardinal Angelo Bagnasco, the head of Italian
Bishops Conference told Sky TG24. “Of course
you can’t let down your guard, it is always neces-
sary to be alert and to collaborate with Europe.
But there is no need to be afraid, because other-
wise you play the game of these homicidal
fanatics.”

In Britain, where the overall threat level is
judged “severe,” police have warned Christian
religious institutions throughout the country to
be extra vigilant, and even small rural parishes
are expected to take note and review proce-
dures and defenses. The British government
announced the details of a plan to provide extra
security funding to places of worship on the day
of the attack on the French church. France has
more than 50,000 Catholic churches, Britain has
roughly 47,000 chapels and meeting houses of
various Christian denominations, and steeples
dot the landscape of most other European coun-
tries. In France, most synagogues, mosques and
major Christian churches have been protected
by police or soldiers since the deadly attack at
the Charlie Hebdo satirical newspaper and a
kosher supermarket in Paris in January 2015.

After the French president met with religious
leaders this week, the president of the
Protestant Federation of France, Francois
Clavairoly, stressed that much has already been
done to protect places of worship of all faiths.
“Obviously, more security measures for every
place of worship in the country are absolutely
inconceivable and unfeasible,” he said.

Since the priest was killed, Muslims in France
and elsewhere in Europe have stepped forward
to embrace the nation’s Catholics in a way rarely
seen, an act of bravery because the Islamic State
group views Western Muslims as the enemy, too.

The head of the Finsbury Park Mosque in
London, which has distanced itself from extrem-
ism since being associated with it in the 1990s,
says “extra measures to be careful” are being
added to its closed circuit TV cameras and secu-
rity guards. “We are all now under threat,”
Mohammed Kozbar said. —AP

What’s safe? Europe grapples 

with security after attacks

Struggling to protect people 

ISTANBUL: Dozens of employees at
Turkey’s highest court have been suspend-
ed from their jobs as part of the govern-
ment crackdown in the wake of a failed mil-
itary coup, authorities said yesterday.

Sixty-four employees at the
Constitutional Court were suspended until
an assessment could be made on any pos-
sible l inks they have to the July 15
attempted coup, the court said in a state-
ment. Eight other employees had already
been dismissed and were detained on July
18, it said.

Nearly 70,000 people in Turkey have
been suspended or dismissed from their
jobs, according to the latest figures cited
by the state-run Anadolu news agency,
affecting workers in the judiciary, the edu-
cation system, media, health care and oth-
er sectors. It’s part of a broad crackdown
by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s
government on those suspected of ties to
a US-based cleric, Fethullah Gulen, who

the government says was behind the
attempted coup.

Gulen, who has lived in self-imposed
exile since the late 1990s, has denied any
involvement or prior knowledge of the
coup. More than 18,000 people have been
detained or arrested at some point since
the abortive coup, with more than 3,500
of them since released. Of those detained,
more than 9,000 people, mostly in the
military, have been formally arrested,
according to figures from Interior Minister
Efkan Ala.

Yesterday, courts released 800 military
conscripts arrested in the coup probe. The
Istanbul chief public prosecutor’s office rec-
ommended the release of 758 out of 989
conscripts under arrest, on grounds they
had delivered their testimony and did not
pose a flight risk. Those released included
military high school students.

Another 47 were released by a court in
Ankara on similar grounds.—AP

ISTANBUL: Authorities say fighting
between Turkish forces and Kurdish rebels
in the restive southeast of the country has
killed eight Turkish soldiers and 35 Kurdish
fighters. The office of Turkey’s General Staff
headquarters said yesterday the eight sol-
diers were killed in a clash Friday afternoon
with Kurdish militants at a checkpoint in
the southeastern Hakkari province. A sub-
sequent operation against the Kurdish
rebels left eight Kurds dead, the military
said.Separately, a further 27 fighters from
the Kurdish Workers’ Party, or PKK, were
killed in the same province when Turkish
troops launched an air-and-ground opera-

tion against groups of PKK fighters
attempting to infiltrate early yesterday, the
state-run Anadolu news agency said, quot-
ing the military.

The PKK reportedly bombed a freight
train in the eastern province of Elazig yes-
terday, planting an improvised device on
the tracks that caused damage but no
casualties, Anadolu said. Security forces
have begun an operation in the area to
apprehend those responsible. Turkish
forces have been fighting the PKK for
decades, with armed clashes resuming
after a 2 1/2 year cease-fire collapsed in
mid-2015. —AP

FRANCE: French soldiers patrols near the Biarritz’s beach, southwestern France yesterday. —AP

ISTANBUL: A woman sells Turkish flags yesterday. —AP

Fighting between Turkish 

forces,Kurdish rebels kills 43

Dozens suspended from Turkey’s 

highest court in coup probe

TUNIS: Tunisia’s parliament is holding a
no-confidence vote that is expected to
decide the fate of technocratic Prime
Minister Habib Essid, a US-trained agricul-
tural economist whose authority has suf-
fered amid the country’s economic and
social turmoil.

The odds are stacked against Essid, who
has been criticized by both the four-party
ruling coalition and Tunisia’s opposition.
Essid himself appears resigned to a nega-
tive outcome; while defending his record,
Essid told lawmakers on Saturday that he
was “not attached to this job.”
Nevertheless, he said, “I wanted, in accor-
dance with the constitution, to address the
parliament, which gave me its confidence
and which has the power to withdraw it.”

Tunisia is the only country to successful-
ly transition to a parliamentary democracy

following the uprisings that rocked the
Arab world in 2011. Still, it has struggled to
respond to jihadi attacks that have dam-
aged its crucial tourism industry and faces
high inflation, high unemployment and
persistent strikes.

Essid’s position has been undermined
by political maneuvering within Tunisia’s
secular Nida Tounis party and pressure
from the country’s president, Beji Caid
Essebsi, who critics say is trying to raise the
political profile of his son, Hafedh Caid
Essebsi, by removing Essid from power.

It’s Essebsi who first proposed a “national
unity government” last month to pull
Tunisia of what he described as a cata-
strophic socio-economic situation - a move
that Essid said had caught him by surprise.
The debate over Essid’s position appears set
to drag into late Saturday evening. —AP

KHAN YOUNIS, GAZA STRIP:
Earth movers dig into sand dunes
on land where once Jewish settle-
ments stood - prime real estate
that the Gaza Strip’s ruling Hamas
group hopes will ease its worsen-
ing financial crisis.

Hamas has begun handing out
plots of the land to 40,000 civil ser-
vants loyal to the Islamic militant
group, to make up for millions of

dollars in salaries it owes them for
the past two years.

The land giveaway is the latest
sign that Hamas is struggling finan-
cially after almost a decade of
uncontested power in the coastal
strip. Gazans grumble about lack of
jobs, constant electricity shortages
and a blockade imposed by Israel
and Egypt that has confined the
territory’s 1.8 million people to the
tiny strip. The World Bank says
unemployment is 38 percent.

Since 2014, Hamas’ main prob-
lem has been a dire lack of cash
amid Egypt’s clampdown on smug-
gling tunnels underneath Gaza’s
border with Egypt ’s Sinai
Peninsula.  Before the tunnels

closed, Hamas earned millions of
dollars from taxes on smuggled
consumer goods, including subsi-
dized Egyptian fuel.

Unity government
Later that same year, Hamas and

its rival,  West Bank-based
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas, agreed to form a unity gov-
ernment for both Gaza and the

West Bank. Abbas had lost Gaza to
a Hamas takeover in 2007, and this
was an attempt to heal the split.
But the deal stalled, partly because
Abbas refused to add the 40,000
employees hired by Hamas since
2007 to the payroll  of his
Palestinian Authority.  In time,
Hamas resorted to paying its loyal-
ists 40 percent of their salaries at
50 day intervals.

Since March, after Hamas col-
lected additional taxes, these civil
servants have been receiving 45
percent of their salaries on a
monthly basis. The price of ciga-
rettes went up 35 percent and an
additional $30 in taxes was
imposed on each ton of fruit enter-

ing Gaza from Israel. The land give-
away allows each group of four
Hamas employees to share a 500-
square-meter plot that they can
either build on or sell. Even the
sand collected on the land can be
sold for about $100 a truckload.
About 13,000 civil servants have
already signed up for certificates
attesting to their ownership of the
plots. Bulldozers are working to get
three initial projects launched in
August. Most of the land once was
part of Jewish settlements in
southern Gaza, near the towns of
Rafah and Khan Younis. The settle-
ments were demolished when
Israel pulled settlers and soldiers
from the coastal strip in 2005.

Earlier this week, earth-moving
equipment dug into a high hill
near Khan Younis, scooping out
sand and loading it into trucks at
the site designated for the Al-Isra 2
housing project. Riham Khalil, one
of the civil servants, said Hamas
owes her 64,000 shekels (about
$17,000) in back salaries.  Last
month, she and three of her col-
leagues were allocated a 500-
square-meter plot in Al-Isra 2.

“We had to accept it on a ‘bird in
the hand’ basis because there was
no cash,” she said. “I wish I could
find someone to buy the land and
get the money.”

Senior Hamas official Salah al-
Bardawil said the land giveaway is
a temporary fix, “not yet a strategic
one” that would solve the group’s
financial problems for good. I f
Abbas had put Hamas employees
on his payroll, he would have likely
encountered major problems with
donor governments, including the
United States, suspicious of money
ending up in the pockets of Hamas,
which much of the West considers
a terrorist group.

The West Bank-based
Palestinian Authority opposes the
land-for-money program. “No one
has the authority to issue decisions
to privatize government-owned
land in the public interest, except

for President Abbas,” said PA
spokesman Jamal Dajani. He dis-
missed Hamas’ claims that Abbas
has neglected Gaza. The
Palestinian Authority still pays the
monthly salaries of some 70,000
civil servants in Gaza who are loyal
to Abbas and left their posts after
the Hamas takeover.

Qatar’s role
The Gulf Arab state of Qatar has

bailed out Hamas in the past and
recently announced it was giving
about $30 million to help pay a full
month’s salary to all  Hamas
employees in Gaza. In October
2014, Qatar sent cash to half of
Hamas’ public employees, exclud-
ing the security forces.

Hamas has been spending some
of its new revenue to fund summer
camps, where children are exposed
to its militant anti-Israeli ideology,
or for large communal evening
meals known as iftars during the
Muslim holy month of Ramadan.

It is also looking to its patron
Turkey to help resolve Gaza’s grow-
ing electricity and water shortages.
Gazans live with rolling power cuts
of 12 to 18 hours a day and the
strip’s water is polluted and
undrinkable.

After an Israeli-Turkish reconcili-
ation deal in early July, Turkey sent
an aid ship to Gaza through an
Israeli port and a delegation that
met separately with Israeli ,
Palestinian and Hamas officials to
explore Gaza’s energy crisis and
outline possible solutions.

However, Turkey’s efforts are
mere band aids for Gaza’s larger
woes and could serve to empower
Hamas even further, said Mkhaimar
Abusada, a political scientist at
Gaza’s Al-Azhar University.

“They increase Hamas’ determi-
nation to cling to its unilateral gov-
erning of Gaza,” Abusada said.
“Time will tell if these promises are
enough to convince the Palestinian
citizen to keep silent over his living
conditions.” —AP

Gaza’s Hamas hands out land 

hoping to avoid financial crisis

KHAN YOUNIS, GAZA STRIP: Palestinian diggers dump sand into a
truck at the site of Al-Isra 2 housing project on July 20, 2016. —AP

Tunisian lawmakers hold 

no-confidence vote

TUNIS: Tunisian Prime Minister Habib Essid looks at his watch after delivering a
speech at the Tunisian parliament yesterday. —AFP
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HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT: New Haven Police
Chief Dean Esserman has confounded both sup-
porters and critics over the years with dueling
good cop-bad cop personalities. He has gained
attention and respect nationally for putting in
place community policing programs in
Connecticut and Rhode Island, accomplish-
ments that got him invited to the White House
this month for a discussion with the president
and others about easing tensions between law
enforcement and minority communities. He
also is known for meeting with crime victims’
families.

Then there’s the Esserman who has gotten in
trouble for angry public outbursts, the latest
coming this month at a New Haven restaurant
where he reportedly was upset about the service
and berated a waitress, leading people sitting
near him to request other tables.

Esserman agreed to take three weeks of paid
leave, announced Monday, and potentially faces
more serious discipline. Mayor Toni Harp warned
him two years ago when she reprimanded him
for a confrontation with an usher at the Yale
Bowl.

What witnesses saw 
A Yale professor who witnessed the episode

told city police commissioners that when the
usher asked Esserman for his ticket to the Yale-
Army football game, Esserman threatened to
cancel the game, told the usher he didn’t need
tickets because he was the police chief, verbally
abused the usher and demanded a stadium
supervisor remove the usher.

In 2011, when he was police chief in
Providence, Rhode Island, Esserman was sus-
pended without pay for one day for what media
reports said was a threat to throw coffee in the
face of a sergeant who was coughing during a
speech by Esserman.

Officers in both New Haven and Providence
voted no confidence in Esserman, accusing him
of publicly berating officers, intimidation,
favoritism and retaliation, among other things.
Esserman, a Dartmouth College graduate and
former prosecutor who never served as a rank-
and-file officer, has apologized in the past for

public outbursts. He declined to comment for
this article.

Harp said in a statement that she considers
reports of Esserman’s conduct with the waitress
unbecoming of a public official. She declined
further comment. The New Haven police union
is calling for Esserman to resign.

Esserman also had a rocky tenure in
Providence, where he was chief from 2003 to
2011. In June 2011, four months after his one-
day suspension,  Esserman resigned after
minors consumed alcohol at a graduation party
for his daughter at his home. Esserman said at
the time that the minors drank without his per-
mission and that he broke up the party. He
resigned, saying the controversy had become a
distraction.

Esserman’s credits 
Esserman was credited with cleaning up

department corruption fomented by former
Providence Mayor Buddy Cianci, who served 21
years and was forced out twice because of
felony convictions. When Esserman was hired,
then-Mayor David Cicilline, now a congressman,
called his pick “the best police chief in America.”
Cianci, who died in January, used his radio show
after his release from prison to deride Esserman
as “Chief Shiny Badge” for flashing his badge
around. Sgt. Robert Boehm, president of the
Providence Fraternal Order of Police Lodge No.
3, said Esserman was good at getting money for
the department and getting people’s attention.
“A lot of people obviously like the guy,” Boehm
said. “For whatever reason, once in a while he
tends to show this side of himself and gets in
trouble. ... It’s not easy being chief of police.
You’re always going to have your supporters and
your enemies.”

Esserman is a protege of New York City Police
Commissioner William Bratton, former chief of
the Los Angeles police and former Boston police
commissioner. Esserman was an assistant prose -
cutor in Brooklyn, New York, then was assistant
police chief in New Haven from 1991 to 1993. As
assistant chief, Esserman was credited with help-
ing start the city’s first community policing pro-
gram. He later worked as police chief for the
Metro-North Railroad and in Stamford,
Connecticut, before moving to Providence in
2003 and back to New Haven in 2011. In his
return to New Haven, he has committed to revi-
talizing community policing.

Esserman was among 30 law enforcement
officials, civil rights activists and other people
invited to a White House discussion this month
on improving police-community relations. He
also attended a White House discussion on
reducing incarceration across the country in
October. Harp, the New Haven mayor, praised
Esserman when she recommended his reap-
pointment to a four-year term in 2014. She tout-
ed the police department’s community policing
efforts and the city’s declining crime rate. —AP

Police chief under 

fire over outbursts
Good cop or bad cop? 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT: Police Chief
Dean Esserman speaks at news conference
about a new effort to reduce gun violence on
Nov. 27, 2012. —AP

CHICAGO: Protesters burn an American flag on Feb. 23, 2016. —AP

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINA: Life for the man
who tried to assassinate President Ronald
Reagan 35 years ago has progressively become
more normal, with greater freedom outside a
psychiatric hospital, and perhaps nowhere is this
more evident than the record store where he
whiles away so many hours.

John Hinckley Jr., now 61, has made purchas-
es at Retro Daddio one might expect from a man
of his generation: A book about The Who, the
graying rock band currently on a farewell tour,
and an album by obscure ‘60s rockers Ian and
the Zodiacs that languished on the shelf for six
months.

He is on a first-name basis with the owner,
Jen Thurman, chatting her up about a Beatles
poster he has that was signed by Paul
McCartney and other musical trivia. A photo on
the wall of a young Jodie Foster - the actress he
said he was trying to impress when he shot
Reagan and three others in 1981 - seems to go
unnoticed. “I’m alone in the store frequently with
him, and he’s never creeped me out,” Thurman
told The Associated Press. “He’s very nice and
very pleasant to be around.”

Judge’s orders
A judge on Wednesday ordered Hinckley’s

permanent release from a mental hospital as
early as next month. But Hinckley has long been
building a life in this gated community along a
Williamsburg golf course after years of super-
vised releases to his mother’s house, which most
recently numbered 17 days a month.

Hinckley is expected to move into the gated
community, known as Kingsmill, in early August.
And while many have expressed dismay and
even outrage, several have welcomed the man
often seen around town in a generic baseball
cap. He cares for feral cats and drives himself
around town in a Toyota Avalon, to places like
the movies and fast-food restaurants.

Hinckley joins his now 90-year-old mother for
Sunday services at the Williamsburg United
Methodist Church, where parishioners know his
presence by the Secret Service agents in back.
Senior Pastor Bill Jones told The Associated Press
he’s never met Hinckley but the church “would
not exclude him from our fellowship.”

Hinckley also has been volunteering at the
local Unitarian Church, cutting grass, raking
leaves and building birdhouses, according to the

judge’s 100-page order. Hinckley’s case manager
told the judge that several church members
expressed their “support for John and willing-
ness really to have him engage in more things at
the church if he was willing.”

Hinckley also volunteers at the patient cafete-
ria of Eastern State Hospital, a local mental insti-
tution. He clears tables, does dishes and works
the counter as needed, said Maria Reppas,
spokeswoman for Virginia’s Department of
Behavioral Health and Developmental Services.

A local photographer has been mentoring
Hinckley as well, according to court records. He
declined to comment to the AP. The life Hinckley
is building comes with conditions: He must live
with his mother for a year, and only after that
can he live alone, with roommates or in a group
home. If his mother becomes unable to super-
vise him, his sister will immediately come to
Williamsburg until a more permanent solution is
found.

His family
His mother has been his most consistent

companion: He treats her to dinner occasionally

at Ruby Tuesday and takes her at scenic drives.
By his own account, it appears he has been look-
ing forward to living permanently outside the
hospital for some time: “It’s really refreshing to
be in a group with people who aren’t completely
out of their minds,” he said, according to court
documents.

Sandra Kochersperger, who once supervised
Hinckley when he volunteered in Eastern State’s
library, said she has wondered how he’ll man-
age. “I don’t think he would ever bother anyone,”
Kochersperger told the AP. “He would probably
live a very quiet life, and would probably be just
fine on his own.” 

Hinckley has sometimes appeared less than
fully engaged in the world around him. Gordon
James, who lives three doors down, said
Hinckley appeared to ignore his hello as he
passed by on a routine walk.

“My initial thought was that he may have
been heavily medicated,” said James, a retired
Navy aviator and commercial pilot. “He was cer-
tainly not in the moment in terms of listening to
me. But I don’t imagine he gets engaged in a lot
of conversations.” — AP

John Hinckley’s return to normalcy 

WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINA: John Hinckley gets into his mother’s car in front of a recreation cen-
ter on March 19, 2015. —AP

URBANA, IllINOIS: Champaign County
State’s Attorney Julia Rietz had just finished
walking in a July 4th parade when her
assistant told her a central Illinois man had
been arrested on suspicion of burning an
American flag.

Rietz said she knew “immediately” that
the Urbana Police Department needed to
release Bryton Mellott, who posted a video
of the act on Facebook and whom police
initially said they arrested to protect from
threats. The state law used to jail him,
though clear in its prohibition of desecrat-
ing either the US or state flags, is unconsti-
tutional.

An Associated Press analysis shows at
least 40 states still have flag-desecration
laws, punishing those who burn or other-
wise damage US and, in most cases, state
flags with fines or even jail time. A handful
of Southern states extend that protection
to Confederate flags. Yet, the US Supreme
Court ruled in separate cases in 1989 and
1990 that flag burning and other forms of
damage are constitutionally protected free
speech.

Political motivation 
Most people who burn flags in protest,

l ike those outside of the Republican
National Convention in Cleveland this
month, are not arrested. But at least eight
people have been arrested since 2007 for
things such as burning a flag while walking
in traffic and hanging a torn flag from a
tree. And there appears to be little political
motivation to change or do away with the
flag-desecration laws, an act for which
some voters might punish them.

“Inevitably someone who is not
schooled in Supreme Court decisions reads
the statute book and says, ‘Hey, let’s take

this guy in,’” said Ken Paulson, dean of the
College of Media and Entertainment at
Middle Tennessee State University and
president of the First Amendment Center.
He argues the laws need to be repealed,
saying, “Otherwise innocent people will be
arrested.”

Arkansas, Connecticut, Missouri, New
Hampshire and Rhode Island are the only
states to have taken any kind of action to
get rid of their flag-desecration laws, while
Alaska, Wyoming and Wisconsin have no
such laws. “I can tell you that some of the
emails and messages that I’ve received, I’ll
kindly say (they are) passionate,” Rietz said
of the response to the Urbana man’s arrest.
“I can see where a legislator might not
want to vote against this kind of a statute
or take action on it.”

Maryland State Delegate Eric Bromwell
recently sponsored and pushed through
legislation amending state law to allow
flag-themed commercial products and
events, something that his fellow lawmak-
ers were nervous about because they
thought it might affect its prohibition on
flag desecration.

“People were very careful when they
signed onto the bill when I was looking for
co-sponsors. The question came up with
every turn,” the self-described conservative
Democrat said.

Regular activity
Flags are regularly burned around the

country as parts of protests, such as in
Cleveland. Though there were some arrests,
no one was charged under Ohio’s flag-des-
ecration law, and Police Chief Calvin
Williams and Mayor Frank Jackson talked
afterward about flag-burning as a form of
free speech. — AP

States’ flag-burning laws 

unconstitutional, but persist

BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA: Thomas Edwin Blanton Jr.
was a young Ku Klux Klansman with a reputation for hat-
ing blacks in 1963, when a bomb ripped a hole in the
side of 16th Street Baptist Church, killing four black girls
during the civil rights movement.

Today, Blanton is old and imprisoned, the last survivor
among three one-time KKK members convicted of mur-
der in the bombing. Soon, Alabama’s parole board will
decide whether Blanton deserves to be free after serving
15 years of a life term for murder.

The board has scheduled a hearing for Wednesday to
consider parole for the 78-year-old Blanton. Inmates are
not allowed to attend parole hearings in Alabama, but
opponents of Blanton’s release are expected to address
the three-person board when it meets in Montgomery.
The president of the Alabama NAACP, Bernard Simelton,
said releasing Blanton at a time when protests are occur-
ring nationwide over police killings of black people
would send a horrible message. NAACP chapters
statewide are sending letters in opposition to Blanton’s
release, and the Birmingham chapter is sending a bus-

load of people to oppose parole, he said. “It would be a
slap in the face to those young ladies and their families to
release him,” Simelton said. Blanton was convicted of
murder and sentenced to life imprisonment in 2001 for
being part of a group of Klansmen who planted a dyna-
mite bomb that exploded outside 16th Street Baptist on
Sept. 15, 1963. The blast killed 11-year-old Denise McNair
and 14-year-olds Addie Mae Collins, Carole Robertson
and Cynthia Morris, also known as Cynthia Wesley.

The girls, who were inside the church preparing for
worship, died instantly in a hail of bricks and stone that
seriously injured Collins’ sister, Sarah Collins Rudolph.
Their deaths inside a church on a Sunday morning
became a symbol worldwide of the depth of racial hatred
in the segregated South. Doug Jones, a former US attor-
ney who prosecuted Blanton on the state charge, said
Blanton shouldn’t be released since he has never accept-
ed responsibility for the bombing or expressed any
remorse for a crime that was aimed at maintaining racial
separation at a time Birmingham’s public schools were
facing a court order to desegregate. — AP

ASUNCION: Paraguayan authorities got a
surprise when they raided a Brazilian drug
lord’s jail cell... and found a three-room lux-
ury suite complete with library, kitchen,
conference room and plasma TV.

Jarvis Chimenes Pavao, considered one
of South America’s most dangerous drug
traffickers, had been serving an eight-year
sentence for money laundering at the
Tacumbu prison in the Paraguayan capital,
Asuncion. But little did anyone on the out-
side know what kind of lifestyle that really
meant-until a powerful bomb was discov-
ered inside the prison.

Chimenes Pavao, who was due for
release next year but facing extradition
back to Brazil  on drug charges, had
allegedly planned to use the plastic explo-
sives to blow a hole in the prison walls and
escape. But his plan backfired when police
poured into the prison to investigate and
discovered his pimped out cell.

The “VIP cell,” as it was known to prison-
ers, had three rooms with en suite bath-
room, a kitchen and conference room, air
conditioning, stylishly tiled walls, plush fur-
niture and a library complete with a DVD
collection to watch on the big-screen plas-
ma TV, AFP reporters saw during a visit.

The DVDs included the full collection of
“Pablo Escobar,” a TV series on the feared
Colombian kingpin who was killed in 1993,
a hero of Chimenes Pavao’s.

The raid, which took place Tuesday night,

has already shaken up the Paraguayan penal
system. Chimenes Pavao’s lawyer, Laura
Acasuso, told reporters the corruption that
enabled her client to turn his cell into a luxu-
ry suite reached all the way to the top. “Six or
seven justice ministers and six or seven
prison directors” took bribes from Chimenes
Pavao, she said. Justice Minister Carla
Bacigalupo was sacked almost as soon as
the scandal broke. Her replacement, Ever
Martinez, vowed a crackdown. “We’re going
to demolish Chimenes Pavao’s cell and take
measures against the prison directors who
allowed this inmate to enjoy these privi-
leges,” he said.

Chimenes Pavao has now been trans-
ferred to a cell in a police special opera-
tions unit. Among the 3,500 inmates at
Tacumbu-double its capacity-many already
say they miss him. “I don’t know what’s
going to become of us without him,” said a
fellow prisoner, who spoke on condition of
anonymity. He said Chimenes Pavao was a
generous benefactor who paid for a foot-
ball pitch and chapel at the prison, as well
as employing bodyguards among the
inmates. “He was the most loved man in
this prison,” said another inmate, Antonio
Gonzalez. Like at many prisons across Latin
America, most inmates at Tacumbu eat only
irregularly and sleep on cardboard boxes or
directly on the floor. Riots are common. “It’s
miserable,” said Josieux, another prisoner
from Brazil. — AFP

Brazilian drug lord turns

jail cell into luxury suite

Former KKK member convicted in 

deadly bombing up for parole

ALABAMA: Inmate Thomas
Edwin Blanton Jr., a one-time Ku
Klux Klansman convicted in the
1963 church bombing that killed
four black girls in Birmingham,
ALABAMA. —AP

ASUNCION, PARAGUAY: View of Brazilian drug trafficker Jarvis Chimenes Pavao’s cell
at Tacumbu prison on July 28, 2016. Three rooms, a plasma TV, a library, and even a
collection of DVDs of Colombian Pablo Escobar TV series, Jarvis Pavao Chimenes
lived in a luxury cell in Tacumbu prison, one of the most crowded of prisons in
Paraguay. —AFP



LONDON: Most Scots still back remain-
ing in the United Kingdom despite
Britons voting to leave the European
Union, a move which was opposed by
the majority in Scotland, according to an
opinion poll published yesterday.

Scotland’s nationalist First Minister
Nicola Sturgeon has said the June 23
vote for Brexit had put Scottish inde-
pendence back on the agenda just two
years after it was rejected in a referen-
dum. While Britons backed leaving the
EU by 52-48 percent, Scots voted by 62-

38 percent to remain in the bloc, an out-
come Sturgeon argues has changed the
political landscape regarding possible
Scottish secession.

However according to Saturday’s
YouGov survey, 53 percent of Scots
wanted to stay part of the United
Kingdom with 47 percent backing inde-
pendence. Even when asked if they
would rather stay in the EU but leave the
UK, 46 percent of the 1,006 respondents
said they wanted to remain in the UK
and only 37 percent preferred Scotland

becoming an independent nation within
the bloc.

“Inevitably, some will suggest that the
high-water mark of Scottish independ-
ence has now passed, especially as it was
thought that leaving the EU might per-
suade ‘No’ voters to change their minds
and vote against the Union,” said Joe
Twyman, YouGov’s Head of Political and
Social Research.

“However, the situation is, naturally,
more complicated than that. There
remains a great deal of uncertainty

about what the UK’s relationship with
the EU will look like in the long term. A
lot could, and almost certainly will,
change on this front in the coming
years.”

Scots rejected independence by 55-
45 percent in the 2014 referendum, but
since then Sturgeon’s Scottish National
Party has gone from strength to
strength, winning 56 of Scotland’s 59
seats in the British parliament in the
2015 election.

She said on Monday she would start

preparatory work on making independ-
ence an option, depending on the out-
come of British Prime Minister Theresa
May’s Brexit negotiations to determine
the United Kingdom’s future relations
with the EU.

May has made keeping Scotland in
the UK a priority in the wake of the Brexit
vote, and has she would not trigger
Article 50, the formal mechanism to start
EU divorce talks, until she had concluded
an agreement that suited all regions of
the country. —Reuters

Scots back remaining in UK despite Brexit vote 
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MUGLA, TURKEY: This picture obtained from the Ihlas News Agency shows journal-
ist Nazli Ilicak posing in Mugla on July 26, 2016 after being detained by Turkish
police. —AFP

ANKARA: Yesterday Turkey was holding 17
journalists on charges of “terror group”
membership as President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan told Western critics to “mind your
own business” over a relentless crackdown
following a failed coup. But in a goodwill
gesture two weeks after the July 15 coup
bid, Erdogan also announced he was with-
drawing thousands of lawsuits against indi-
viduals accused of insulting him.

Turkey has detained more than 18,000
people over the attempted putsch which
has been blamed on the US-based preach-
er Fethullah Gulen-a charge he denies —
with the relentless crackdown sparking
warnings from Brussels that Ankara’s EU
membership bid may be in danger.

Seventeen journalists remanded in cus-
tody by an Istanbul court over links to
Gulen woke up in jails across the city yes-
terday as international concern grows over
the targeting of reporters in the wake of
the putsch.

Twenty-one journalists had appeared
before a judge in hearings lasting until
midnight on Friday. Four were then freed
but 17 were placed under pre-trial arrest,
charged with “membership of a terror
group”, the state-run Anadolu news agency
said. 

Those held include the veteran journal-
ist Nazli Ilicak as well as the former corre-
spondent for the pro-Gulen Zaman daily
Hanim Busra Erdal. Among those freed was
prominent commentator Bulent Mumay
who was given a rapturous welcome by
supporters. “I could never have imagined
being accused of such a thing. It was a
madness. It’s not right to arrest journalists-
this country should not make the same
mistakes again,” he said, quoted by the
Dogan news agency.

Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
defended the detention of reporters, say-
ing it was necessary to distinguish between
coup plotters and those “who are engaged
in real journalism”.

The president also announced that as a
gesture of goodwill after the coup he was
dropping hundreds of lawsuits against indi-
viduals accused of insulting him. “I am
going to withdraw all the cases regarding
the disrespectful insults made against me,”
said Erdogan. Earlier this year, officials had
said more than 2,000 people were being
prosecuted on charges of insulting the
president.

‘Mind your own business!’    
Thousands of those detained after the

coup have now been released, with an
Istanbul court releasing 758 soldiers late on
Friday, adding to another 3,500 former sus-

pects already set free. But with concern
growing about the sheer numbers round-
ed-up, EU enlargement commissioner
Johannes Hahn said he needed to see
“black-and-white facts about how these
people are treated”. “And if there is even the
slightest doubt that the (treatment) is
improper, then the consequences will be
inevitable,” he told German daily
Sueddeutsche Zeitung.

In a speech at his presidential palace
late Friday remembering those killed dur-
ing the failed coup, Erdogan angrily
denounced the criticism and accused the
West of deserting Turkey in its hour of
need. “Some people give us advice. They
say they are worried. Mind your own busi-
ness! Look at your own deeds,” Erdogan
said. “Not a single person has come to give
condolences either from the European
Union... or from the West,” said Erdogan.
“Those countries or leaders who are not
worried about Turkey’s democracy, the lives
of our people, its future-while being so
worried about the fate of the putschists-
cannot be our friends,” he growled.

One of the very few EU officials of any
rank to visit Turkey in the wake of the coup
was Alan Duncan, a junior minister within
Britain’s foreign office. But yesterday
Erdogan was  to meet Foreign Minister
Mohammed Abdulrahman al-Thani of
Qatar, one of Turkey’s closest allies.

‘Taking the plotters’ side’    
Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said Turkey

has succeeded in eradicating all elements
linked to Gulen from the military after sack-
ing nearly half of its generals following the
failed coup. “We are going to make our
armed forces stronger and we are going to
work towards making this country more
secure,” he said.

Turkey implemented a shake-up of the
military on Thursday after nearly half of its
358 generals were sacked for complicity in
the coup. Erdogan had earlier also lashed
out at a top US general who had expressed
concerns about military relations after the
putsch.

Quoted by US media, US Central
Command chief General Joseph Votel said
Thursday that the coup bid and subse-
quent round-up of dozens of generals
could affect American cooperation with
Turkey. “You are taking the side of coup
plotters instead of thanking this state for
defeating the coup attempt,” Erdogan said
at a military centre in Golbasi outside
Ankara, where air strikes left dozens dead
during the coup.

Votel swiftly denied any link to the coup
however. —AFP

Turkey jails journalists as 

Erdogan rebukes Western critics

LONDON: British Prime Minister Theresa May
personally intervened to delay the French and
Chinese-backed Hinkley Point nuclear project
so she could further consider the deal, a gov-
ernment source said, explaining Friday’s shock
move.

The plan by France’s EDF to build two new
reactors with financial backing from a Chinese
state-owned firm was championed by May’s
predecessor David Cameron as a sign of
Britain’s openness to foreign investment.  But
just hours before a signing ceremony was due
to take place on Friday, May’s new govern-
ment said it would review the project again,
raising doubts over Britain’s approach to infra-
structure deals, energy supply and foreign
investment.  

A government source told Reuters May had
explained to French President Francois
Hollande that she would need time to consid-
er the project when they met at the Elysee
nine days ago and in a phone call.  “ They
agreed on the timetable,” the source said.  On
Saturday, a former colleague revealed May had
objected to Cameron’s approach to courting
Chinese investment, and had indicated she
was worried about Hinkley Point.  Britain and
EDF first reached a broad commercial agree-
ment on the project in 2013, with Chinese
involvement sealed two years later when
London laid on a state visit for President Xi
Jinping, designed to cement a “Golden Era”
with Beijing.  “When we were in government
Theresa May was quite clear she was unhappy
about the rather gung-ho approach to
Chinese investment that we had,” Britain’s for-
mer business secretary Vince Cable told BBC
Radio. “As I recall, she raised objections to
Hinkley at that time.  We’ve got a different
prime minister with a different set of priorities
and projects of this kind are going to be
looked at through a different filter.”

The about-turn came little more than a
month after Britons voted to leave the EU in a
referendum that forced the resignation of
Prime Minister Cameron and the promotion of
May.  May has since been keen to state that
Britain remains open for business. But she has
also said the government should be able to
step in to defend a key sector from foreign
ownership.

Security concerns
Potential security risks have been cited as a

concern about the Hinkley Point project in
some quarters.  Under the deal China General
Nuclear Power Corp (CGN) was set to hold a 33
percent stake in the plant. That was then sup-
posed to pave the way for CGN to lead another
project in Britain in which Chinese nuclear
technology would be used.  Last year, Nick
Timothy, May’s joint chief of staff, said security
experts were worried the state -owned
Chinese group would have access to computer
systems that would allow it to shut down
Britain’s energy production.

The two new reactors at Hinkley Point, in
southwest England, would provide about 7
percent of Britain’s electricity, helping to fill a
supply gap as coal plants are set to close by
2025.  Although EDF and CGN are responsible
for the 18-billion-pound ($24 billion) cost,
Britain has committed to pay a minimum price
for the power generated by the plant for 35
years.

Critics, including some British lawmakers
and academics, say the country would be
overpaying at that minimum price, which
equates to double current market levels.  Any
attempt to renegotiate the terms could strain
ties between London and Paris, at a time when
it is starting to renegotiate Britain’s exit from
the EU.

The state-controlled utility EDF, which itself
had to come through a bruising boardroom
battle on Thursday in order to secure backing
for the project, said it had not been given any
advance warning of the review announced
late on Thursday.  China General Nuclear said
on Saturday it respected the decision of the
new British government to take the time
needed to familiarise itself with the pro -
gramme.  A decision is now due by the
autumn, meaning it could come in September
when the government is also due to give the
go-ahead to a plan to expand either Heathrow
or Gatwick airport, another major infrastruc-
ture project that has been delayed.  May’s
office did not comment on Saturday, but the
government has said it is right that it should
consider all component parts before reaching
a final decision. —Reuters

Ukraine detains top ally of 

ousted pro-Russia president

WARSAW: Polish Prime Minister Beata Szydlo (R) and British Prime Minister Theresa May (L)
pose for a picture during a meeting. —AFP

PARIS: Muslim and Christian groups will hold vig-
ils for a French priest murdered by jihadists yes-
terday, as authorities charged a man in connec-
tion with the brutal church attack that rocked the
nation. A shellshocked France is still coming to
terms with the jihadist murder of a priest at his
altar that has sparked fears of tensions between
religions in the secular nation. In a bid to forge
togetherness between the communities, a
regional Muslim council has planned a “brother-
hood march” in the southeastern city of Lyon.

A church in Bordeaux said it would hold a
non-denominational vigil for the 85-year-old
Jacques Hamel, who had his throat slit by IS-
inspired teenaged attackers. And prayers were
also planned at the Saint-Etienne church where
the killing took place as Hamel was celebrating
mass on Tuesday.

‘Criminal conspiracy’    
Meanwhile, police were still trying to piece

together links to the two 19-year-olds who car-
ried out the attack, Adel Kermiche and Abdel
Malik Petitjean-both of whom were on intelli-
gence services’ radar and had tried to go to Syria.

On Friday, authorities filed charges against a
19-year-old man accused of “criminal conspiracy
with terrorists” after police discovered a mobile
phone video of one of the assailants at his home.

Police were still questioning Petitjean’s cousin
and a Syrian refugee, after a photocopy of his
passport found at Kermiche’s house. A 16-year-
old was released but could ultimately face a sepa-
rate investigation for possessing jihadist propa-
ganda, authorities added. 

A source close to the enquiry said that a 17-
year-old, who had tried to travel to Syria with
Kermiche, was arrested in Geneva and sent back
to France just a few days before the attack.

However, “nothing suggests he was in any way
implicated in the attack” at this stage, the source
added. Both Prime Minister Manuel Valls and
Interior Minister Bernard Cazeneuve have come
under fire for perceived security failings. 

Valls has said he would consider a temporary
ban on foreign financing of mosques, urging a
“new model” for relations with Islam after a spate
of jihadist attacks. France has just over 2,000
mosques, for one of Europe’s largest Muslim pop-
ulations of around five million.

Some large mosques have been financed by
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf or northern African
countries, according to local media reports. After
meeting with President Francois Hollande earlier
this week, the rector of the Paris Mosque Dalil
Boubakeur himself suggested “certain reforms of
the institutions” of Islam.

‘Peace, it’s what we want’    
Since the assault, harrowing details have

emerged about what happened in the church as
well as a chilling warning from one of the attack-
ers. On Friday, L’Express magazine revealed that
Kermiche had described the modus operandi of
the attack on the encrypted messaging app
Telegram. “You take a knife, you go into a church.
Bam!” says the message recorded just a few days
before the attack.  Meanwhile, two elderly nuns
who were in the church at the time of the attack
told AFP the assailants “smiled” and spoke of the
Quran. Sister Helena said when asked if she was
familiar with Islam’s holy book, she said she had
read several suras especially those about peace.

According to the nun, one of the attackers
replied: “Peace, it’s what we want... as long as
there are bombs on Syria, we will continue our
attacks. And they will happen every day. When
you stop, we will stop.” —AFP

To further consider the deal 

Christians, Muslims to mourn 

murdered French priest

LYON, FRANCE: People hold a placard reading “All united against terrorism, long live to peace”
as they take part in a silent march yesterday in Lyon planned by the regional Muslim council
and gathering nearly 400 people between Muslims, Christians and laypersons in a bid to forge
togetherness between the communities following the attack at the church Saint-Etienne in
Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray on July 26, 2016. —AFP

NAIROBI: Around 1,000 people marched
through the streets of Burundi’s capital yes-
terday to protest against a United Nations
Security Council decision to send a police
contingent to the violence-wracked coun-
try. The demonstration-”organized by the
authorities,” according to one Western
diplomatic source-passed off peacefully
but showed the government’s hostility to
the proposed unit of 228 UN police.
Protesters marched to the French embassy,
angry that France had drafted the UN reso-
lution to send the controversial police
squad.

One demonstrator carried a banner say-
ing that it was France that needed UN
peacekeepers, making a reference to a
truck attack in the southern French city of
Nice that killed 84 people. French ambassa-
dor Gerrit van Rossum, who went out to
address the crowd, said there was “a deep
misunderstanding” about France’s role at

the UN security council. He said there was
“no problem” at the demonstration.

The crowd also demonstrated outside
the Rwandan embassy, accusing Rwanda of
training Burundi rebels. On Friday, the UN
agreed to send the force of 228 police to
the capital Bujumbura and throughout
Burundi for an initial period of a year.

The UN police force would be tasked
with monitoring security and human rights
in coordination with African Union rights
observers and military experts. Burundi has
agreed to allow 100 AU rights observers
and 100 AU military experts into the coun-
try to monitor the crisis, but fewer than 50
have begun work on the ground.

But the planned police deployment has
sparked fury from the authorities, who
have said they will accept no more than 50
officers. Four countries on the 15-member
UN council abstained from the vote, which
passed with 11 votes in favor. — AFP

Protest in Burundi after 

UN decides to send police

UNITED NATIONS: The United States urged the UN Security Council on
Friday to back a regional force for South Sudan to shore up UN peace-
keepers unable to cope with the violence.

The council adopted a resolution extending the mandate of the UN
mission in South Sudan, known as UNMISS, until August 12 to allow time
to negotiate another measure authorizing the new force. The proposed
resolution is also expected to slap an arms embargo on South Sudan
and targeted sanctions on those seen as responsible for the violence.

US Ambassador Samantha Power said the proposal by the African
regional IGAD bloc to send an intervention brigade to Juba should be

supported by the council. “We all need to support them,” said Power.
“The United States believes the region’s proposal offers a basis to re-
establish a secure environment in Juba, which is critical for the parties to
make progress on implementing the peace agreement” and allowing aid
deliveries, she said.

Juba was rocked by several days of heavy fighting in early July
between government forces and those loyal to rebel chief Riek Machar,
the latest upsurge in the two and half year war. Nearly 300 people died
in the violence and two Chinese peacekeepers were killed in an attack
on a UN base, where thousands of civilians rushed for safety. —AFP

US urges UN to back African force for South Sudan



DHAKA: A Canadian citizen was one of
the masterminds behind a mass killing
at a Dhaka cafe, Bangladesh police said
yesterday, after new information came
to light following a raid on an extremist
hideout.

Tamim Chowdhury, whose where-
abouts are unknown, returned to
Bangladesh from Canada three years
ago. He has since led and financed
efforts to radicalize young Muslims, offi-
cers with knowledge of a probe into
recent attacks told AFP.

The dual Canadian-Bangladeshi
national, in his early 30s, is thought by
counter-terrorism officials to lead a fac-

tion of the Jamayetul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB) mil itant group,
blamed for scores of murders of foreign-
ers and religious minorities.

Five assailants stormed an upscale
cafe in Dhaka’s Gulshan neighborhood
on July 1 and killed 20 hostages, includ-
ing 18 foreigners in Bangladesh’s dead-
liest single militant attack. A week later,
gunmen attacked an Eid prayer gather-
ing of 250,000 people held to mark the
end of Ramadan, killing three. 

“So far what we learnt is that Tamim
Chowdhury is one of the masterminds
of the attacks of Gulshan cafe and
Sholakia Eid prayer ground,” an officer

told AFP on condition of anonymity. “He
trained the extremists behind the two
attacks and the nine extremists killed at
Kalyanpur,” the officer said, referring to
a shoot-out by police at a flat used as an
extremist hideout on Tuesday.

He added that Chowdhury “has been
working to radicalize” young Muslims.
Another senior police officer told AFP
that Chowdhur y ’s role in fostering
extremism was revealed during the
interrogation of Rakibul Hasan, 25, who
was arrested in the raid on the hideout.

According to a police first informa-
tion report into the raid, seen by AFP,
Chowdhury and others gave him and

the nine militants killed in the raid
“money, explosives and weapons” and
“trained and advised” them.

Hasan told police during the interro-
gation that Chowdhury “used to visit
the extremists’ flat and give them nec-
essary funds and encourage them by
talking about jihad and religious issues,”
the report said. Authorities blame the
JMB militant group for the attack on the
Holey Artisan Bakery in Dhaka and the
assault on the Eid gathering.

However, the Islamic State group has
claimed responsibil ity for the cafe
attack, releasing photos of the carnage
and of extremists posing with the

group’s flag. Arrested extremist Hasan
told police the group busted in the raid
were members of IS, with officers recov-
ering its signature black flags and robes
from their hideout.

But the national police chief A.K.M
Shahidul  Hoque has rejec ted that
claim, asserting that they were mem-
bers of the banned JMB.  Another sen-
ior officer told AFP that foreign intelli-
gence agencies sounded alarm bells
on Chowdhury’s extremist activities a
year ago. 

Police are investigating whether the
JMB faction allegedly led by Chowdhury
has any ties with IS. —AFP

Bangladesh police identify cafe attack ‘mastermind’
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KANDAHAR, AFGHANISTAN: An important dis-
trict in Afghanistan’s southern poppy-growing
province of Helmand has fallen under Taleban
control after heavy fighting that killed around 17
police and wounded up to 10 others, an official
said yesterday.

The director of Helmand’s provincial council,
Kareem Atal, said that Taleban militants attacked
a series of police checkpoints Friday night as
part of a larger assault in the Kanashin district.
Earlier, his deputy, Abdul Majeed Akhonzada,
told The Associated Press that Kanashin district
has “fallen into Taleban hands.”

The fall of the district, which borders Pakistan
and major poppy-producing districts, means
“ Taleban are in control of 60 percent of
Helmand,” Akhonzada said. Much of the area of
Marjah, Sangin, Garmser and Dishu districts have
already fallen to the Taleban, he said. The district
police chief and deputy head of the local branch
of the national intelligence agency were critical-
ly wounded in clashes, he said.

Bodies still littered the ground 
Precise casualty figures can’t be confirmed as

fighting was still underway, he added. He said
that bodies still littered the ground. Atal said
troops had been deployed to retake the district,
but it would be a difficult task “because the
Taleban have destroyed all the checkpoints.”

The central authorities have been trying for
many months to convince rural districts to
reduce the number of police checkpoints, as
they are manned by small numbers of police-
men who are vulnerable to Taleban attack. They
want to consolidate the checkpoints, so that
there are fewer of them but each one is more
heavily-manned and less vulnerable to attack.

Residents, however, prefer the regularly-
spaced small checkpoints, officials have said, as
they make them feel safe. Kanashin is a major
drug smuggling route. Helmand produces most
of the world’s opium, the raw material of heroin,
which helps fund the Taleban’s insurgency.

The fall of Kanashin follows a report by the
Special Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction, which concluded that govern-
ment forces have lost five percent of the territory
they held at the end of January.

The report released earlier this week said that
about 65.6 percent of districts across
Afghanistan were under government “control or
influence” at the end of May, “a decrease from
the 70.5 percent” at the end of January. It said
that of Afghanistan’s 407 districts, 268 were
under government control of influence, 36 or 8.8
percent were under insurgent control or influ-
ence, and 104 or 25.6 percent were considered
“at risk.” The Taleban have been fighting to over-

throw the Kabul government since 2001, when
their regime was ousted by the US invasion. The
insurgents consider Helmand, along with neigh-
boring Kandahar province, to be their heartland.

Elsewhere yesterday, explosives hidden in a
fruit cart at a market in the western city of Herat
killed two people and wounded six others,
according to Abdul Rawoof Ahmadi, spokesman
for the provincial police chief.

He said that the bomb, which went off at
around 9.30am, targeted Afghan security forces
who were buying fruit and other supplies for
their nearby base. A 40-year-old man was killed
instantly and a 23-year-old man died later of his
injuries, Ahmadi said. —AP

Taleban capture key

district in Helmand
17 policemen dead and 10 wounded

HERAT, AFGHANISTAN: Afghan doctors assist an injured man who is wounded from a bomb
attack yesterday. —AP

GAUHATI, India: Indian authorities yester-
day tried to rescue thousands of people
stranded in flooded villages after a week of
heavy rain killed at least 52 people and
uprooted tens of thousands of others from
their homes in the states of Assam in the
remote northeast and Bihar in the east.

Twenty-six deaths have been reported
in Assam, where incessant downpours have
damaged roads and snapped telephone
cables in several districts, a government
statement said. 

Home Minister Rajnath Singh flew over
the worst-hit areas yesterday and said the
floods were “very serious.”

Twenty-six deaths also have been
reported in Bihar due to drowning and
home collapses in 10 districts bordering
Nepal. The Bihar state government was
running more than 350 relief camps provid-
ing food and other necessities to the flood

victims. The federal government-run
National Disaster Response Force was help-
ing with relief efforts.

Vast tracts of Assam’s Kaziranga National
Park, home to the rare one-horned rhino,
and another wildlife reserve were under
water, the state government said in a state-
ment. Forest officials found the remains of
six rhinos drowned by floodwaters in
Kaziranga, the statement said. Another rhi-
no was killed in another national reserve in
the state.

The Brahmaputra River and its tributar-
ies were overflowing their banks in 18 of
Assam’s districts, washing away roads and
highways and toppling power pylons.
Floodwaters entered homes in at least 14
districts, leading to house collapses. Floods
are an annual occurrence in Assam and
many parts of India during the June-
September monsoon season. —AP

SILDUBI VILLAGE, INDIA: A woman prepares a meal by a flooded road on Friday. —AP

Monsoon floods kill at 

least 52 people in India

KABUL: An elderly Afghan cleric has been
arrested after he married a six-year-old girl,
officials said Friday, in the latest case high-
lighting the scourge of child marriages in
the war-battered country.

Mohammad Karim, said to be aged
around 60, was held in central Ghor
province as he claimed her parents gave
him the girl as a “religious offering”, officials
said. But they cited the family of the girl,
believed to be in shock, as saying that she
was abducted from western Herat
province, bordering Iran.

“This girl does not speak, but repeats
only one thing: ‘I am afraid of this man’,” said
Masoom Anwari, head of the women affairs
department in Ghor. The girl is currently in
a woman’s shelter in Ghor and her parents
are on their way to the province to collect
her, the local governor’s office said. “Karim
has been jailed and our investigation is
ongoing,” said Abdul Hai Khatibi, the gover-
nor’s spokesman.

The arrest comes just days after a 14-
year-old pregnant girl was burned to death
in Ghor, in a case that sparked shock waves
in Afghanistan. The family of that girl,
Zahra, said she was tortured and set alight
by her husband’s family. But relatives of the
teenager’s husband insisted her death was
by self-immolation. 

The incidents underscore rising inci-
dents of child marriages in Afghanistan. “In
some regions because of insecurity and
poverty the families marry off their daugh-
ters at a very early age to get rid of them,”
Sima Samar, head of the Afghanistan
Independent Human Rights Commission,
told reporters this month.

Afghan civil law sets the legal age of
marriage at 16 for girls, yet 15 percent of
Afghan women under 50 were married
before their 15th birthday and almost half
were married before the age of 18, accord-
ing to Save the Children.

“So many children who are married off
at a young age are deprived of their right
to education, safety and the ability to make
choices about their future,” the internation-
al charity said this month. “This is such a
fundamental breach of a child’s basic
rights.” The latest case comes after a young
woman was stoned to death in Ghor last
November after being accused of adul-
tery. And in March last year a woman
named Farkhunda was savagely beaten
and set ablaze in central  Kabul after
being falsely accused of burning a Quran.
The mob killing triggered angry nation-
wide protests and drew global attention
to the endemic violence facing Afghan
women. —AFP

SRINAGAR: Two soldiers and two suspect-
ed rebels were killed overnight in a gunbat-
tle in Indian-administered Kashmir near the
disputed territory’s de facto border with
Pakistan, the Indian army said yesterday.

Colonel N. N. Joshi said the firefight
occurred in Naugam sector, some 120 kilo-
meters northwest of the main city of
Srinagar, after soldiers intercepted the mili-
tants attempting to infiltrate the territory
from Pakistan. “Two terrorists were killed
and two soldiers attained martyrdom. One
soldier was injured,” Joshi told AFP. 

More than 50 people have been killed
and thousands injured in weeks of unrest in
Indian-administered Kashmir, sparked by
the death on July 8 of popular rebel com-
mander Burhan Wani in a firefight with
government forces. Nearly 100 protesters
and police were injured in clashes Friday as
authorities sought to block a rally called by
separatist groups opposed to Indian rule,
officials said. 

A curfew continued to be in force across
large parts of the territory for the 22nd con-

secutive day yesterday. Schools and busi-
nesses remained shut and internet services
suspended, although mobile networks
have been partially restored. 

Kashmir has been divided between
rivals India and Pakistan since the two won
independence from Britain in 1947. Both
claim the territory in its entirety. Several
rebel groups, including Wani’s Hizbul
Mujahideen, have been fighting for
decades an estimated 500,000 Indian sol-
diers deployed in the restive territory,
demanding independence for the region or
its merger with Pakistan.

Tens of thousands, most civilians, have
died in the fighting since 1989 when the
armed rebellion against Indian rule of the
Himalayan territory began. India regularly
accuses Pakistan of arming and sending
rebels across the de facto border known as
Line of Control, to launch attacks on its
forces. Islamabad denies the allegation,
saying it only provides diplomatic and
moral support to the Kashmiri struggle for
right to self-determination. —AFP

JALALABAD: When Afghan troops pushed into
Kot, a district close to the border with Pakistan,
this week, they found many of the houses emp-
ty, with posters plastered on the walls and black
flags left by departing Islamic State fighters.

Backed by US special forces troops and
airstrikes that authorities say have killed hun-
dreds of Islamic State fighters in recent weeks,
the Afghan army has launched an offensive
against the movement, which is now believed to
be confined to three or four districts in eastern
Afghanistan.

Afghan commanders said they faced little
resistance as they pushed into Kot after a heavy
air and artillery bombardment as fighters pulled
out into nearby mountain areas. “We have
already destroyed their training camps in Kot
district and the operations will expand to other
districts too,” said Shereen Agha, an Afghan army
spokesman.

Provincial government spokesman Attahullah
Khogyani said 78 Daesh fighters had been killed
in the operation and many bodies had been
concealed inside houses to hide the number of
fatalities they had suffered.

“Wrath of the Storm”
Five US special forces troops, fighting along-

side Afghan special forces, were injured in the
fighting. Involving both regular army and special
forces, the operation in Nangarhar, dubbed
“Wrath of the Storm”, coincided with last week’s
suicide bombing in Kabul that killed at least 80
people and wounded more than 230 more.

The operation, the Afghan army’s first major
strategic offensive of the summer, was planned
well before the attack on a demonstration by
mainly Shi’ite Hazara people in Kabul. But that
attack, which was immediately claimed by
Islamic State, added urgency to the operation,
which military officials say has pushed Daesh
fighters back into the mountains of southern
Nangarhar.

Abdul Hakim, one of the residents left in the
dusty town bazaar, gave a careful welcome to
the incoming troops. “I am very happy to see the
government forces defeated Daesh and saved us
from the atrocities and terror,” he said as troops
moved about pulling down the posters and flags
covering many of the surrounding walls.

However after innumerable false dawns in
decades of conflict in Afghanistan, officials in the
NATO-led coalition that provides assistance to
Afghan forces are cautious about declaring suc-
cess against Islamic State, which President
Ashraf Ghani promised to “bury” in January.

According to figures quoted in a report by
the Special Investigator for Afghanistan, a US
watchdog, Afghan government forces control
just under two thirds of the country, 5 percent
less than at the start of the year. But Western
officials say the army has increasingly taken the
offensive against the insurgents, both Taleban
and Islamic State, and prevented the fall of dis-
trict and provincial centers.

Islamic State first appeared in Afghanistan at
beginning of 2015 and US officials say some 70
percent of its fighters come from the TTP, the
Pakistani Taleban, many from the Orakzai area in
the frontier region on the Pakistan side of the
border. Previously considered a much smaller
threat than the Taleban, their bitter enemies, the
Kabul bombing underlined how dangerous they
could be, even without holding large tracts of
territory. Afghan and US military officials believe
the concentrated attacks on the movement over
the past six months have killed many of its fight-
ers and leaders and weakened the group,
despite its ability to mount the Kabul attack.
Gen. John Nicholson, the senior US commander
in Afghanistan, said this week that the number
of Daesh fighters, estimated at around 3,000 in
January, has been roughly cut in half and now
stood at between 1,000-1,500. —Reuters
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PESHAWAR, Pakistan: At least 26 people, mostly children,
were killed yesterday when a vehicle carrying wedding
guests was washed off a mountainous road by floods and
flung into a gorge, officials said.

The dead included 18 children and six women. “Rescue
operation has been completed, dead bodies of 26 people
had been retrieved,”  Rahimullah Mehsud, a local govern-
ment official of Khyber tribal district, where the incident
took place, told AFP. Mehsud earlier said rescue workers
and residents were facing difficulties as the “area is remote
and mountainous”. The accident happened when a pick-up
truck carrying the groom’s party of 29 was hit by floods in a
remote village in Khyber, one of Pakistan’s seven tribal dis-
tricts bordering Afghanistan. Three people who survived
were taken to hospital. Hekmat Khan, another government
official, confirmed the new death toll and told AFP that the
child victims were aged up to nine years.

The heavy monsoon rains began earlier this month,
drenching the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and central Punjab
provinces, which have been badly affected by flooding in
recent years that some scientists have linked to climate
change. —AFP

LAHORE: A man killed his two sisters on
the eve of their weddings in Pakistan’s cen-
tral Punjab province, police said yesterday,
in the latest case of so-called “honor”
killings in the country.

Kosar and Gulzar Bibi, aged 22 and 28,
were shot dead by 35-year-old brother
Nasir Hussain on Friday as they prepared
to marry men they had chosen them-
selves, senior police officer Mehar Riaz told
AFP. Hussain objected to the love matches
and had wanted the women to marry
someone within the extended family, he
added.  “The brother shot dead both the
sisters yesterday and fled the site,” the offi-
cer said, adding that a search was under-
way. “It is a simple case of killing for honor,”
he said. Father of the family Atta
Mohammad told reporters that Hussain
had “destroyed everything”. “He ruined my
family, he destroyed us, he destroyed

everything” Mohammad said. The murders
came days after social media starlet
Qandeel Baloch was strangled to death by
her brother who said he was “not embar-
rassed” to have killed her, reigniting calls
for action against the crime. 

Hundreds of women are murdered by
relatives in the conservative Muslim nation
each year on the pretext of defending
what is seen as family honor. Pakistan’s law
minister this month announced that bills
aimed at tackling “honor killings” and
boosting rape convictions would soon be
voted on by parliament, after mounting
pressure to tackle a pattern of crime that
claims around 1,000 lives a year. The per-
petrators of so-called honor killings-in
which the victim, normally a woman, is
killed by a relative-often walk free because
they can seek forgiveness for the crime
from another family member. —AFP
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SYDNEY: Australians rallied yesterday
against the treatment of young people
in detention-including the hooding
and physical restraint of teens-amid
calls for an inquiry into the abuse to be
expanded.

Graphic footage of teenage boys
being stripped naked, tear-gassed, held
in solitary confinement and shackled to
a chair as a restraint measure shocked
the country when it aired last week.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull

immediately ordered a royal commission
into how youths were treated at the Don
Dale Centre in the Northern Territory in
2014 and 2015. But at snap “emergency
protests” in Sydney, Melbourne and else-
where on Saturday, hundreds gathered
to call for justice for the teens, many of
whom are Aboriginal.

“If we could see some action, some
real fair and just action taken, I think that
would allay some concern,” Sydney com-
munity elder Aunty Jenny Munroe told

the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.
The Northern Territory has one of the
highest crime rates in Australia, with
indigenous offenders making up more
than two-thirds of the prison population.

But there have been calls for the royal
commission to be expanded beyond the
Northern Territory, given concerns about
physical and emotional abuse in youth
detention centers in other states.
Opposition Labor leader Bill Shorten said
his party fully supported the inquiry but

argued that it should also have indige-
nous commissioners.

“This royal commission has to be with
Aboriginal people, not to Aboriginal
people,” he told reporters in the northern
city of Darwin. “I believe it would be
appropriate for the royal commission to
have two co-commissioners who are
Aboriginal Australians, strong people,
men and women, who can make sure
the voices and the experiences of
Aboriginal Australians are given full jus-

tice in this royal commission.”
Australia’s Minister for Indigenous

Affairs Nigel Scullion has since apolo-
gized for not being aware of the what
went on at the Don Dale centre. One bar-
rister has described the treatment of
some teens at the facility as reminiscent
of Guantanamo Bay, the notorious US
military prison in Cuba that holds terror
suspects.  “I’m sorry I wasn’t aware of the
full circumstances that were exposed
this week,” Scullion said. —AFP

Australians rally against youth detention abuses
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SHANGHAI: China’s foreign minister Wang Yi met his
counterpart from South Sudan and asked him to
quickly identify and punish those responsible for
killing two Chinese soldiers in the capital of Juba,
according to an article on the foreign ministry’s
website.

Two Chinese peacekeepers were killed and sever-
al others injured by a mortar shell earlier this month
during fighting between followers of President Salva
Kiir and Riek Machar, the former rebel leader who
became vice president under a deal to end the civil
war. During that time personnel of the United
Nations Mission to South Sudan (UNMISS) also came
under attack. The Sudanese minister Deng Alor Kuol
expressed grief over the deaths and promised to
quickly investigate and punish the culprits, according
to the Chinese foreign ministry statement.

Wang told Deng Alor Kuol that peace is a prereq-
uisite for development, and he hoped both sides in
South Sudan can put the public interest first, and
protect the safety of lives and property, including
Chinese lives and property.

The peacekeepers’ bodies were returned to China
on Tuesday. To date, China has sent over 30,000 offi-

cers and soldiers to 24 UN peacekeeping missions,
and 13 have lost their lives, according to state media.

China is the largest consumer of oil produced in
the Sudan region, but its energy strategy - including
major infrastructure investment - has been bedeviled
by civil conflict. Beijing was originally a supporter of
the northern Sudanese government and sold it
weapons, but the country split in half and China had
to reestablish relations with a skeptical new govern-
ment in South Sudan.

Now the South Sudan government has destabi-
lized, and China sent a special envoy to Africa earlier
this month to help resolve the political crisis. China
National Petroleum Company (CNPC) said it had
evacuated the bulk of its workers from South Sudan
but its operations were unaffected.

The United Nations Mission to South Sudan
(UNMISS) has extended its mandate to operate in
South Sudan until Aug. 12 after UN chief Ban Ki-
Moon said the country is on the “brink of an abyss,”
but the South Sudan government has cancelled issu-
ing visas on arrival to UN personnel and diplomats
and instituted a three-day waiting period, according
to a Xinhua report. —Reuters

JOHOR BAHRU, Malaysia: US Army Secretary
Eric Fanning said yesterday that annual military
drills between the United States and South
Korea would go ahead next month, despite
North Korea’s warning of a “vicious” showdown if
the war games proceed.

On Thursday, North Korea’s top diplomat for
US affairs said that the nature of the maneuvers
has become openly aggressive, and that
Pyongyang is ready for war. The United States
and South Korea regularly conduct joint military
exercises south of the Demilitarized Zone divid-
ing the two Koreas, and Pyongyang typically
responds to them with tough talk and threats of
retaliation.

Fanning, who was in Malaysia as part of a
regional tour, said that the US has conducted
military drills with South Korea for decades, and
that “these exercises contribute to stability, they
don’t compete with stability.”

“The games are currently to continue as

planned,” he told The Associated Press. “We have
been conducting exercises with South Korea
and with many other militaries in the region for
decades. That’s partly what had provided stabili-
ty that we have seen since World War II.”

The drill is a “routine and defense-oriented
exercise designed to enhance readiness, protect
the region and maintain stability on the Korean
Peninsula,” Maj. Chris Ophardt, Fanning’s public
affairs officer, said in an email.

Heightened animosity
Last year’s Ulchi Freedom Guardian exercises

involved 30,000 American and 50,000 South
Korean troops and followed a period of height-

ened animosity between the rival Koreas
sparked by land mine explosions that maimed
two South Korean soldiers. The exercises escalat-
ed tensions and rhetoric, but concluded with no
major incidents.

Despite plans to scale down the size of the

army, Fanning said the US  has increased its pres-
ence in Asia-Pacific, reflecting its commitment to
the region.  The number of US soldiers and civil-
ian Army workers in the Pacific region has shot
up to more than 100,000, from 70,000 just four
years ago, he said.

“The types of relationships that we have with
armies across the Pacific are really what helps, I
think, keep things stable in this part of the
world,” he said.  “We find these exercises to be
very important, very fruitful and build relation-
ships that last generations.”

On a war footing 
In an interview with the AP on Thursday, Han

Song Ryol, director-general of the US affairs
department at North Korea’s Foreign Ministry,
said the US move to put North Korean leader
King Jong Un on its list of sanctioned individuals
and other recent actions have put the situation
on the Korean Peninsula on a war footing.

Han said that US-South Korea military exercis-
es conducted this spring were unprecedented in
scale, and that the US has deployed the USS
Mississippi and USS Ohio nuclear-powered sub-
marines to South Korean ports, deployed the B-
52 strategic bomber around South Korea and is
planning to set up the world’s most advanced
missile defense system, known by its acronym
THAAD, in the South, a move that has also
angered China.

Han said North Korea believes the drills
reportedly now include training designed to
prepare troops for the invasion of the North’s
capital and “decapitation strikes” aimed at killing
its top leadership. “Nobody can predict what
kind of influence this kind of vicious confronta-
tion between the DPRK and the United States
will have upon the situation on the Korean
Peninsula,” he said, using the acronym for North
Korea’s official name, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. “By doing these kinds of
vicious and hostile acts toward the DPRK, the US
has already declared war against the DPRK.  So it
is our self-defensive right and justifiable action
to respond in a very hard way.”

“We are all prepared for war, and we are all
prepared for peace,” he said. “If the United States
forces those kinds of large-scale exercises in
August, then the situation caused by that will be
the responsibility of the United States.”

Fanning, who was appointed to his post in
May, was in Malaysia to observe an annual joint
army drill. He had earlier visited Hawaii and
Guam. He flew to Japan late Saturday and will
then travel to South Korea. —AP

US Army secretary says US-South 

Korea war games to proceed

US Army secretary says US-South 

JOHORE BAHRU, MALAYSIA: US Army Secretary Eric Fanning, fourth from right, takes a selfie
with fellow personnel during an annual joint military exercise with the Malaysian army yester-
day. —AP

PYONGYANG: North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un watches a parade from a balcony at
the Kim Il Sung Square on May 10, 2016. —AP

SEOUL: Yesterday North Korea sent a high-
level delegation led by a top aide to leader
Kim Jong Un to Rio de Janeiro for the
upcoming Olympics, state media said.

North Korea’s official Korean Central
News Agency said the delegation, headed
by Choe Ryong Hae, vice chairman of the
country’s State Affairs Commission, left
Pyongyang, but did not provide details
about what the senior officials plan to do in
Rio de Janeiro or how long they will stay.

South Korea’s Yonhap News Agency
reported that Choe and the other North
Korean delegates arrived in Beijing on
Saturday morning, and that it wasn’t clear
whether they would meet with Chinese
officials before heading to Brazil.

North Korea, which has been put under
heavy international sanctions over its
nuclear test and long-range rocket launch
earlier this year, has previously used inter-
national sporting events as stages for
attempting diplomatic breakthroughs.

Choe was part of a senior North Korean
delegation that visited South Korea in
October 2014, when the rivals held rare
high-level talks during the Asian Games in
Incheon to ease tensions. Once considered
to be Kim’s No. 2, Choe was believed to
have been briefly banished to a rural collec-
tive farm last year for re-education before
regaining his political footing during a rare
congress of North Korea’s ruling Workers’
Party in May.

Choe regaining a seat on the powerful
Presidium of the party’s Central Committee
was seen as one of the most significant
promotions at the congress, and some
experts believe Kim could use Choe as his
diplomatic point man for improving rela-
tions with China, the North’s most impor-
tant strategic and economic partner.

North Korea has reportedly sent about
30 athletes to Rio de Janeiro to participate
in Olympic events such as wrestling, judo,
weightlifting and table tennis. —AP

MELBOURNE, VICTORIA: People take photos of a mural of Democrat US presidential
nominee Hillary Clinton clad in a swimsuit, created by street artist Lushsux, in West
Footscray yesterday. —AFP
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MELBOURNE: An Australian mural of US
presidential nominee Hillary Clinton in a
revealing, stars and stripes swimsuit may
be taken down, after it has reportedly been
deemed offensive. The creator of the paint-
ing, the street artist who goes by the name
Lushsux and who has also painted murals
of the likes of Donald Trump and Kim
Kardashian, branded calls to remove it
“pathetic”. 

The provocative mural is on the wall of a
small business in the Melbourne suburb of
Footscray, and reports say the business has
been asked by the local Maribyrnong
Council to remove it. “We believe it is offen-
sive because of the depiction of a near-
naked woman, not on the basis of disre-
spect to Hillary Clinton, in accordance with
the Graffiti Prevention Act 2007,” the coun-
cil’s chief executive Stephen Wall told

Fairfax Media on Friday.  Wall said local
police had been asked to urgently provide
their opinion on the mural, adding that the
council intended to issue a notice to the
building’s owner to remove it within 10
days. Lushsux accused the council of being
out of control, telling Fairfax the mural was
“on par offence-wise” with a deodorant ad.

Speaking on Melbourne radio, Lushsux
said he suspected that his Instagram
account, which he said had some 110,000
followers, was deleted due to him posting a
photo of the raunchy Hillary image. “It’s
hard enough to be an artist... to lose your
social media following in this day and age
is a big loss,” he told 3AW on Friday.

But the artist shows no sign of changing
his style. Asked what he planned next,
Lushsux told listeners: “I might paint a big
mural of Trump in similar style.” —AFP

Swimsuit mural of Hillary  

creates a stir in Australia

PESHAWAR: A delegation from the Taleban visited
China earlier this month to discuss the situation in
Afghanistan, where the insurgent movement is fighting
the Western-backed government in Kabul, sources in the
Taleban said.

A delegation led by Abbas Stanakzai, head of the
Taleban’s political office in Qatar, visited Beijing on July
18-22 at the invitation of the Chinese government, a
senior member of the Taleban said. “We have good
terms with different countries of the world and China is
one among them,” said the Taleban official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity. “We informed Chinese offi-

cials about the occupation by invading forces and their
atrocities on Afghan people,” he said.  “We wanted the
Chinese leadership to help us raise these issues on world
forums and help us get freedom from occupying forces.”

The visit was confirmed by other senior Taleban fig-
ures who did not want to be named because they were
not authorized to speak on behalf of the Qatar political
office.  The Chinese foreign ministry did not immediately
respond to a request for comment. Along with Pakistan,
the United States and Afghanistan itself, China is a mem-
ber of the four-country group that tried to restart peace
talks with the Taleban earlier this year. — Reuters

HONG KONG: A leading pro-inde-
pendence politician was disquali-
fied yesterday from standing in
Hong Kong’s upcoming legislative
election, his party said. Andy Chan,
who founded the Hong Kong
National Party in March, was
banned by the city’s government
from taking part in the September
poll. But the party, which claims
there is growing support for the
semi-autonomous city to break
away from mainland China, said it
was “honored” to be the first to
have a candidate disqualified. “The
National Party on July 30 received
an email from the government say-
ing they have officially disqualified
the party’s convener Andy Chan,” a
statement said yesterday.

“Even if they stop the party from
taking part in the election, they
cannot stop the inevitable process
of Hong Kong becoming independ-
ent.” Chan was one of at least 13
pro-democracy candidates who
refused to sign a form saying the
city is an “inalienable” part of China.

Critics slammed the new stipula-
tion as political censorship and an
attempt to deter candidates from
advocating self-determination or
independence from Beijing, and
campaigners have challenged the
move in court. 

Beijing and Hong Kong officials
have repeatedly said that advocat-
ing independence goes against the
city’s mini constitution, known as
the Basic Law, and that independ-
ence activists could face legal con-
sequences.

“(The) independence of Hong
Kong is inconsistent with the con-
stitutional and legal status of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative
Region (HKSAR),” a Hong Kong gov-
ernment statement said yesterday.
“If a person advocates or promotes
the independence of the HKSAR, he
cannot possibly uphold the Basic
Law or fulfil his duties as a legisla-

Pro-independence activist 

banned from HK elections
tor,” it said. Some young campaign-
ers are calling for more distance or
even a complete breakaway from
the mainland as fears grow that
freedoms in the semi-autonomous
city are disappearing as Beijing’s

clout grows. Some activists say they
are not afraid to use violence to
achieve their goal.

Hong Kong was returned from
Britain to China in 1997 under an
arrangement that guarantees civil

liberties unseen on the mainland.
But concerns have grown that such
freedoms are now fading as Beijing
increases its influence across a
range of areas, from politics to the
media. —AFP
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Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah to
acquaint him with developments of the Yemeni peace
talks, and to discuss the proposal to extend negotiations.
On July 20, Kuwait set a 15-day deadline for Yemeni parties
to reach a peace agreement during the current UN-bro-
kered negotiations. Indirect negotiations held in Kuwait
since April have failed to make headway. Most of the dis-
cussions focused on the type of the government to run
Yemen during a transition period.

On Thursday, the Houthi rebels and the General
People’s Congress of former president Ali Abdullah Saleh
jointly announced setting a 10-member “supreme political
council”, a step described by the United Nations envoy to

Yemen as jeopardizing peace talks in Kuwait. The job of the
council will be to “manage state affairs politically, militarily,
economically, administratively, socially and in security”, a
statement said. 

International ambassadors stationed in the Yemeni cap-
ital, Sanaa, said they were concerned by the new alliance,
calling it in a statement “not consistent with commitments
and good faith in pursuing a peaceful resolution under the
auspices of the UN.” The UN had urged all parties to
engage positively and effectively in the Kuwait talks in
order to reach a sustainable solution quickly. The six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council and the ambassadors of
the 18 nations backing peace in Yemen have also called for
a resumption of peace talks in separate statements. They
also condemned the formation of the council. — Agencies 

UN envoy offers Yemen foes worksheet...
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Deputy Speaker Mubarak Al-Khrainej appealed to HH
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah,
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah to reconsider and
cancel the decision to set an exchange rate for the
salaries of diplomats abroad. He said Kuwait diplomats
are known for being highly competent and are building
relations with countries worldwide, as well as defending
the interests of Kuwait and its people.

MP Askar Al-Enezi demanded that the finance min-
istry decision to reduce financial allocations for workers
in the diplomatic corps should be cancelled, adding
that it is a wrong decision because of its negative
effects on those in diplomatic jobs. He said the justifica-
tions given to reduce financial allocations for diplomatic
jobs are not convincing, especially since fixing the

exchange rate of currencies against the Kuwaiti dinar
does not suit their job and their big role in defending
the country’s interests.

MP Dr Mansour Al-Thafiri asked the prime minister
and foreign minister to intervene immediately to recon-
sider the decision and called for issuing a decision that
restores matters as they stand. He said diplomats carry
out very important missions, and the current situation
requires more support due to the turmoil the region is
going through.

MP Abdullah Al-Turaiji also called on the premier and
foreign minister to intervene immediately to reconsider
the “unstudied” decision, adding that he did not receive
any satisfactory or convincing answer about this deci-
sion. He urged the foreign minister to cancel the “unfair”
decision which will reflect negatively on work in the
diplomatic corps as a whole.

MPs slam move to cut salaries of diplomats

Continued from Page 1

Just over 100 days before the election, Americans are
being asked to choose between two sharply polarized
visions - and between two monumentally unpopular can-
didates. “I can’t think of an election that is more impor-
tant, certainly in my lifetime,” Clinton told supporters at
the rally in Philadelphia.  The 68-year-old Democrat por-
trays Trump as a threat to democracy, and is seeking to
both woo moderate Republicans repelled by the former
reality TV star and shore up a coalition with progressives
on the left of her party.

“Donald Trump painted a picture, a negative, dark, divi-
sive picture of a country in decline,” she said. “I’m not
telling you that everything is peachy keen - I’m telling you
we’ve made progress, but we have work to do.” She prom-
ises to focus on parts of the country that have been “left
out and left behind” - constituencies where declining liv-
ing standards, fears about safety and lost jobs have fueled
support for Trump.

Trump, who has never previously held office, portrays
himself as the law and order candidate - the outsider who
will shake up an out-of-touch Washington, restore jobs,
cut the deficit and end illegal immigration. “This country,
if they choose her, this country will not be in good shape,”
Trump told ABC News on Friday. “She doesn’t know how
to win, she’s not a winner,” he said in an excerpt of the
interview set to air Sunday.

In Colorado, Trump goaded Clinton on her failure to
hold a news conference since December and accused her
of lying to the FBI over its investigation of her email scan-
dal as secretary of state. “We’re going to stop the Syrian
migrants from coming into the United States,” he said
referring to the killing of a French priest, whose attackers

proclaimed allegiance to the Islamic State extremist
group. Trump’s campaign released a new ad Friday claim-
ing that in Clinton’s America “things get worse” with taxes
going up, terrorism spreading and voters losing jobs,
homes and hope. “Change that makes America great
again,” the video promised. 

Clinton needs to win over some of the disgruntled
working class voters that form the backbone of Trump’s
base. She has blasted Trump for making so many of his
products overseas, and for alienating women, Hispanics
and Muslims. Clinton - accompanied by her husband Bill,
and her running mate Virginia Senator Tim Kaine and his
wife Anne Holton - is on a campaign tour of so-called Rust
Belt states, vital parts of almost any strategy to garner the
270 electoral college votes needed to win the presidency.

The candidate and her team were moving in
Pennsylvania in a convoy of more than two dozen vehi-
cles, including two large buses with the campaign slogan
“Stronger Together” emblazoned on the side in giant let-
ters. Clinton stopped at a toy factory in the town of
Hatfield, underlining the priority that she would give to
manufacturing jobs. Then the convoy proceeded to an
afternoon outdoor rally in the town of Harrisburg. 

Experts predict that “negative partisanship” - voting
against a candidate - will play a major role in deciding
who makes it to the White House. Clinton’s unpopularity is
second only to Trump’s, with a disapproval rating of 55
percent compared to his 57 percent, according to recent
averages. Ratings from Nielsen showed that 2.2 million
more people had tuned into watch Trump’s acceptance
speech last week than Clinton’s on Thursday. When it
comes to voter intentions, Trump and Clinton are in a sta-
tistical dead heat, according to the most recent poll aver-
age from RealClearPolitics. — AFP 

Clinton, Trump take gloves off

Inmates sleep on the ground of an open basketball court inside the Quezon City jail at night in Manila on July
19, 2016.— AFP 

MANILA: Mario Dimaculangan shares a toilet with 130
other inmates in one of the Philippines’ most overcrowd-
ed jails, and conditions are getting worse as police wage
an unprecedented war on crime. Security forces have
killed hundreds of people and detained thousands more
in just one month as they have followed the orders of
President Rodrigo Duterte, who has said the top priority
at the start of his six-year term is to eliminate drugs in
society.

Those detained appear doomed for lengthy stints in
an underfunded and overwhelmed penal system, like in
the Quezon City Jail where Dimaculangan has wallowed
for 14 years while his trial over murder and robbery
charges have dragged on. “Many go crazy. They cannot
think straight. It’s so crowded. Just the slightest of move-
ments and you bump into something or someone,”
Dimaculangan told AFP in one of the jail’s packed hall-
ways that reeked of sweat.

There are 3,800 inmates at the jail, which was built six
decades ago to house 800, and they engage in a relent-
less contest for space. Men take turns to sleep on the
cracked cement floor of an open-air basketball court, the
steps of staircases, underneath beds and hammocks
made out of old blankets. Even then, bodies are packed
like sardines in a can, with inmates unable to fully stretch
out. When it rains, the conditions are even worse as
inmates cannot sleep on the basketball court, which is
surrounded by the cells in decaying concrete buildings
up to four storeys high.

The cash-strapped national government has a daily
budget of just 50 pesos ($1.10) for food and five pesos
(11 cents) for medicine per inmate, although with the
bulk buying of supplies, Quezon City Jail detainees have
a sustainable diet of soup, vegetables and meat. Pales of
water are used to flush the scarce toilets, with the stench
compounded by the rotting garbage in a nearby canal. 

Unthinkable Conditions 
The jail’s management does what it can to make life

bearable, such as running dance competitions and other
rehabilitation activities. Inmates also say there have
been improvements in recent years, particularly with the
food and more rehabilitation programs.  But Raymund
Narag, a criminal justice scholar at the Southern Illinois
University in the United States, said such conditions
were unthinkable in Western nations.“If this happened in
America, there would be a riot every day. Courts would
declare these jails unfit for human habitation,” Narag told
AFP. 

The Philippine penal system is the third most con-
gested in the world, according to the University of

London’s Institute for Criminal Policy Research. Jails
nationwide have nearly five times more inmates than
they were built for, according to government data. And
the situation is set to get much worse, very quickly.
Under Duterte’s crime war, police have reported arrest-
ing more than 4,300 people for drug-related crimes
since he took office on June 30.

Duterte has repeatedly urged his law enforcers to do
more, calling on them to triple their efforts to eradicate
the drug menace that he says is threatening to turn the
Philippines into a narco-state. The population of Quezon
City Jail, which houses inmates in a northern district of
the Philippine capital who are on trial but not yet con-
victed, has grown by 300 since Duterte won May elec-
tions. 

Justice Secretary Vitaliano Aguirre told AFP govern-
ment was preparing locations for new prisons while
courts have been ordered to prioritize the expected del-
uge of drug cases. But Duterte has said little about far-
reaching reforms needed to fix the systemic problem of
overcrowding. “If there are no new jails, no budget
increases, no additional courts and prosecutors, the sys-
tem will explode. That will be a humanitarian crisis,” said
Narag, the scholar who speaks from harrowing personal
experience.  

Justice Delayed 
Narag, 41, was locked up in Quezon City Jail in 1995

as a 20-year-old after being accused of killing a student
from a rival college fraternity. It took seven years for a
court to acquit him, which is about the average length of
a trial in the Philippines and one of the main drivers of
the overcrowding problem. Dimaculangan is the
longest-serving inmate in Quezon City Jail, after being
charged with killing a politician’s relative in 2001.
Dimaculangan is a pseudonym, because his real name
cannot be used for legal reasons. 

He insists he has a “clear conscience” but cannot get a
chance to prove his innocence in court, averaging just
one trial hearing a year in a chaotic judicial system noto-
rious for its lack of judges, publicly funded lawyers and
court rooms. Dimaculangan said his spirits used to rise
when he was informed of a date for a court hearing, but
he had been disappointed too many times with cancel-
lations or postponements. “Now when they say I have a
hearing, I don’t care anymore,” he said. With no hopes of
freedom, Dimaculangan said he had turned to his
Catholic faith and values.  “My purpose is to help my fel-
low detainees,” he said. “God did not send me here
because I am a thief. There are many thieves out there
but how come they are not in jail?”  —  AFP 

Philippine crime war packs decaying jails
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The FAA said the crash took place at about 7:40 am
(1240 GMT) and that the National Transportation Safety
Board had been notified. Texas Governor Greg Abbott
offered his condolences to those killed in the crash. “Our
thoughts and prayers are with the victims and their fami-
lies, as well as the Lockhart community,” he said in a

statement. Lockhart is a town of about 13,000 people
near state parks and home to a variety of barbecue
restaurants considered to be among the best in the state.

The crash in Egypt occurred after a midair gas explo-
sion. A year before that incident, a hot air balloon burst
into flames and crashed in New Zealand, killing all 11
people on board, in the country’s worst air accident in
more than three decades. — Reuters 

16 killed in Texas balloon inferno
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After back-to-back Republican and Democratic con-
ventions, the stage is set for a 100-day mad dash
to the November presidential contest. There were

telling differences between the two events. To begin
with, the conventions revealed the state of play within
each party. Both Republicans and Democrats confronted
insurgencies with dramatically different outcomes. On
the Republican side, one of the insurgent candidates,
Donald Trump, vanquished the establishment leaving the
party in some disarray. 

Many national GOP leaders boycotted the convention
and refused to endorse Trump. Those who endorsed the
victor did so either because they felt they had no choice
or because they retained a vague hope that should he
win, their congressional leaders would be able to limit
the damage that might occur in an unrestrained Trump
presidency. Adding to the fractiousness of the GOP’s situ-
ation, significant components of another insurgent
group, prominent leaders of the religious right, also
refused to endorse the nominee creating negative press
with a walkout on the first day followed by a prime time
rejection by Ted Cruz on day three.

The Democrats fared somewhat better since their
establishment candidate, Hillary Clinton, won. Because
Clinton embraced a good number of her opponent’s pro-
gressive proposals, Bernie Sanders’ supporters felt com-
fortable enough to give her a full-throated endorsement
on the convention’s opening night. This display of unity
appeared to be enough to mollify many of Sanders’ sup-
porters, though a number of movement activists who
had embraced the Sanders’ cause left the convention
unsatisfied. Nevertheless, the Democrats concluded their
four-day meeting with the appearance of greater unity
than had been found at the GOP gathering.

There was another key difference between the two 
parties’ quadrennial events. Modern conventions have

been largely stripped of their political functions, reduc-
ing them to over-produced infomercials. While Trump
had promised a “blockbuster”, the Republican convention
was a lack-luster affair bringing together a strange collec-
tion of minor “celebrities” and drew headlines for a series
of unforced errors.

On the first day, there was a contentious rules fight

leading to a mass walk-out. This opening sour note was
later eclipsed by revelations that the initially well-
reviewed speech by Trump’s wife had been, in part, pla-
giarized from a speech given by Michelle Obama, eight
years earlier. On the next night, Trump inexplicably
decided to call into one of the networks to complain
about an unrelated issue in the midst of an emotional
speech by the mother of a victim of the embassy attack
in Benghazi. Then, of course, there was the payback
speech by Ted Cruz. With most GOP luminaries not in
attendance, the key Trump endorsement speeches were
given by his children.

Flawless
In contrast, the Democrats’ event was well produced

and, despite moments of tension and controversy, was a
nearly flawless affair. Clinton was able to receive valida-
tion and support from President Obama, First Lady
Michelle Obama, Vice-President Biden, her main oppo-
nent Senator Sanders, leading progressive Senator
Elizabeth Warren, and most of the Democratic party’s
Senators and Members of Congress. In addition, there
was a host of major celebrities who performed at or
addressed the event.

The Democrats were also able to dodge a few poten-
tially disruptive bullets caused by concerns among
Sanders’ supporters that the establishment had unfairly
tipped the scales of the election in favor of Clinton. The
Clinton team did this by agreeing with Sanders to form a
commission to write new rules for party operations and
for the next election and by forcing the party’s controver-
sial chair to resign in advance of the convention.

The Sanders and Clinton campaigns did compromise
on the party platform with Clinton accepting more pro-
gressive positions that had been put forward by Sanders.
Nevertheless some movement activists who had
embraced the Sanders’ campaign remained unsettled by
concerns like: the absence of strong and clear opposition
to unfair trade agreements; a commitment to no more
war and universal health care for all; and a firmer position
in defense of Palestinian rights. This resulted in a few
demonstrations inside the convention and larger
protests outside the hall. But while these efforts served as
reminders of work that remains to be done, none ulti-
mately disrupted the thematic orchestration of the
Clinton convention.

Themes 
A final major differences between the two conven-

tions were in the themes they conveyed. Trumps’ insur-
gency has been predicated on the personality of Trump,
hatred of all things Clinton, and the frustration, fear, and
anger of those who have felt they are losing ground in
today’s economy and changing world. They resent the
“other” - Mexicans, Muslims, and groups whom they feel
benefit from affirmative action programs. They fear
crime, terrorism, loss of American power and prestige,
and changes in the world and society that have feeling
left out and adrift. Sensing this, Trump and his conven-
tion preyed on this anger and fear - focusing it on the
person of Hillary Clinton. 

The convention was an angry affair with former New
York Mayor Rudy Giuliani ranting about crime and
Clinton, and New Jersey Governor Chris Christie leading a
shocking anti-Clinton floor chant of “lock her up”. For his
part, Trump’s acceptance speech was well-crafted and
well-delivered. But it was an anger-filled dark litany of the
nation’s ills. It was a far-reaching indictment of all that is
wrong with America with his solution being to elect him
with the vague assurance that he alone knows how to
get it right. Clinton, on the other hand, developed a more
positive message. She acknowledged that problems
exist, to be sure, but she proposed specific fixes that
involved bipartisan compromise, and communities work-
ing together with government to create and expand
opportunities and improve the quality of life for all. It was
an upbeat message conveyed not only by Clinton but by
a stream of speakers - citizens from every walk of life who
told of their struggles and how action had been to taken
to address their needs.

As political and policy events, the Democrats’ conven-
tion had the clear advantage. Both parties spent consid-
erable time in attacking the others’ nominee. But
Democrats were better at telling their story, presenting
their candidate and their programs, and creating opti-
mism that they had made progress in the last 8 years and
would continue to make positive change in the years to
come.

If anything, the two conventions established was that
just as the primary season has been raucous and con-
tentious, the general election promises more of the
same. It will be an election like no other.  

NOTE: Dr James J Zogby is the President of the Arab
American Institute
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When photojournalist Ruben Espinosa felt
harassed by the authorities in eastern
Mexico, he fled to the capital.  Without pro-

tection, he was shot dead in a case still unsolved a
year later. Now, a group of journalists is about to
open a secret shelter in Mexico City to protect col-
leagues like Espinosa in one of the most dangerous
countries in the world to be a reporter. “It’s a house
where we want them to have food, with all the basic
services, where they are safe and they have psycho-
logical help,” Judith Calderon, president of the House
of Rights of Journalists, told AFP.

Journalists who face threats can request govern-
ment protection in Mexico, but the hideout will give
another option for those who don’t trust the authori-
ties, who sometimes are the tormentors. The organi-
zation refused to reveal the shelter’s location for
security reasons, but said that it will be able to house
a dozen people when it opens in the coming weeks.
The group already has a waiting list. “Colleagues feel
safe because, for the first time, there’s a house to pro-
tect journalists” without having to ask for help from
the government, Calderon said.

Panic Button 
The House of Rights of Journalists was founded in

2010 by Mexican news media veterans to protect and
advise their peers who are in mortal danger. More
than 90 journalists have been murdered and another
17 have disappeared in Mexico since 2000, according
to Reporters Without Borders. In the eastern state of
Veracruz alone, 19 media workers have been killed in
the past six years. Espinosa, 31, had fled Veracruz due
to threats. Public officials and drug cartels have been
accused of intimidating journalists, or worse.

Pedro Tamayo, a 45-year-old crime reporter, was
the latest victim of violence in Veracruz. Tamayo was
shot dead on July 20 outside his house in front of his
wife and two grown sons, despite being under spe-
cial  protective measures given by the state of
Veracruz. The measures included taking him to
another state for several months, and daily police
patrols at his house after he returned to Veracruz.

But Tamayo’s family said that state police were
present during the murder and did nothing to catch
the killers. The federal government launched a pro-
gram to protect journalists in 2012. Veracruz created
its own the same year. Since then, officials say, 181
reporters have received assistance. The aid measures
range from a panic button to bodyguards and home
surveillance cameras. They can also be hidden in oth-
er states. “What will guarantee their protection is
physical security along with the reduction of impuni-
ty,” said Leopoldo Maldonado, coordinator of journal-
ist protection at the press rights group Article 19.
“Impunity persists and that is a clear message that a
worse aggression can take place at any time,”
Maldonado said.

With unsolved crimes and killers roaming free, the
Committee to Protect Journalists ranks Mexico in
eighth place in its Global Impunity Index, just under
Afghanistan and worse than Pakistan or Russia.

Murdered in Safe Haven 
Mexico City is considered safer than other parts of

the country, which is why Espinosa’s unresolved mur-
der on July 31, 2015, came as a shock. Espinosa was
shot dead along with four women in an apartment.
The motive for his killing remains a mystery. “Ruben’s
murder was a shock. Although journalists have been
attacked by police in protests in Mexico City, most of
the murders have taken place in the (other) states,”
Calderon said.

While Calderon’s organization completes the
security measures for the shelter, Espinosa’s case
highlights the weak spots in the informal network
that journalists have set up to help colleagues in
danger. Espinosa refused to sign up with the govern-
ment protection program, and left Veracruz with the
help of other colleagues. Nevertheless the shelter’s
administrator, the journalist and activist Sara Lovera,
is convinced that her project will work. “We no
longer want goodwill or help from alleged saviors,”
Lovera said. — AFP 

Focus

Mexico shelter 
for reporters

facing threats

By Abdi Sheikh

Barely 12 hours after a failed coup in Turkey, Somalia’s
cabinet met in Mogadishu to consider a request
from Ankara to shut down two schools and a hospi-

tal linked to Fethullah Gulen, the Muslim cleric Turkey
blames for the attempted putsch. Such is Turkey’s sway in
the Horn of Africa nation, where it has spearheaded inter-
national reconstruction efforts after decades of war and
instability, it was not a difficult decision. Teachers and
pupils - almost all of them Somali - at the two huge board-
ing schools run by Gulen’s Nile Academy educational
foundation were given seven days to pack their bags and,
if they were foreign, leave the country.

“Considering the request of our brother country Turkey,
the cabinet ministers have agreed upon the following
points - to stop the services provided by Nile Academy
including schools, hospitals, etc,” a July 16 government
statement said. A week later the order had been carried
out to the letter. Turkey’s ties with Somalia are well estab-
lished. President Tayyip Erdogan became the first non-
African leader to visit Somalia in nearly 20 years when he
travelled there in 2011 as Turkey’s prime minister. Turkey
was a major contributor to the humanitarian aid effort
during the 2011 famine and Ankara continues to build
hospitals and dispatch aid across Somalia.

The closures in Somalia are part of a far wider effort to
erode Gulen’s influence. Erdogan has vowed to “cleanse”
Turkey of what he describes as the Gulenist cancer, going
not only after the cleric’s followers at home but also his

network of schools and other interests around the world.
Gulen’s schools have been a key source of influence and
revenue for his “Hizmet” movement. It runs some 2,000
educational establishments in around 160 countries, from
Afghanistan to the United States. The schools are general-
ly well equipped, teach a secular curriculum in English,
and are popular, especially in poorer countries, with the
political and business elite.

Like the two Somali schools, the Deva hospital, a rare
private clinic in battle-scarred Mogadishu popular with a
tiny Somali elite, is no longer working. “The Turkish work-
ers left Somalia,” police major Mohamed Nur told Reuters.
“These institutions are now under the custody of police.
No teaching and no medical services are going on now.
Nurses just visit us every day to monitor and just go back.”

Somalia is not alone in feeling Erdogan’s international
backlash against Gulen, who has denied any role in the
attempted coup from his home in the United States.
Besides a purge of the army, police and judiciary to rid it of
“Gulenist” elements at home, Turkey has also applied pres-
sure to countries including Germany, Indonesia, Nigeria
and Kenya that are home to Gulen-backed institutions.
Azerbaijan, which like Somalia enjoys close ties with
Ankara, closed an independent television station on
Friday that planned to air an interview with Gulen.

Reluctance
But other countries appear less keen to follow their

lead. In Kenya, where Gulen’s Omeriye Foundation has
grown from its first school in 1998 in the vast Nairobi slum

of Kibera to a nationwide network of academies, the gov-
ernment has resisted pressure to close them down.
“Turkish officials have requested Kenya to shut down the
Gulenist schools on a number of occasions before the
attempted coup but the Kenyan government has not act-
ed on them,” a foreign ministry source told Reuters. Since
July 15, the Turkish ambassador had requested another
meeting, the source said, but it has yet to happen. “It has
not been scheduled,” the source said.

Authorities in Germany, which has an estimated 14
high schools with links to Gulen, have also been contact-
ed. Winfried Kretschmann, premier of the southwestern
state of Baden-Wuerttemberg, said he had received a let-
ter from the Turkish Consul General asking him to exam-
ine a list of institutions such as private schools. He said he
had forwarded the letter to Germany’s federal govern-
ment. “I think it is not on at all for a foreign state to inter-
fere in our internal affairs,” Kretschmann told broadcaster
ARD. “We are responsible for these institutions and no
one else.  We will judge these institutions with our own
discretion and we are aware of nothing negative about
these institutions.”

Indonesia, another country where Gulen’s foundations
have put down roots, was equally unimpressed. “Indonesia
is a democratic country and will always prioritize free and
active politics. Indonesia’s internal affairs remain Indonesia’s
responsibility,” cabinet secretary Pramono Anung told
reporters. “That includes anyone who has officially received
the recognition of the Indonesian government. They will be
governed by Indonesian law.” — Reuters

Turkey crackdown ripples far and wide

By Carola Sole

The two conventions
Washington Watch



HOCKENHEIM: Nico Rosberg completed a clean sweep of practice for his
home German Formula One Grand Prix by topping the timesheets ahead of
Mercedes team mate Lewis Hamilton in yesterday’s final session. Hamilton,
who set a time just 0.057 seconds slower than Rosberg’s best of one minute
15.783, was summoned to see the stewards for being released from his
garage in an unsafe manner. Daniel Ricciardo went third for Red Bull with a
late flier that put him less than a tenth behind the Mercedes pair, indicating
that the German team may have more of a fight on their hands in Saturday’s
qualifying than the opening day of practice had suggested. Kimi Raikkonen
was fourth for Ferrari ahead of team mate Sebastian Vettel who is
making his first appearance at home in the Maranello-based
squad’s scarlet colours. Max Verstappen was sixth in the sec-
ond Red Bull ahead of the Williams pair of Valtteri Bottas and
Felipe Massa. Spaniard Fernando Alonso, who celebrated his
35th birthday on Friday, was ninth in his McLaren while Force
India’s Nico Hulkenberg rounded out the top 10. Alonso’s
team mate Jenson Button got back behind the wheel of his
McLaren after making a precautionary visit to hospital on
Friday to remove carbon dust lodged in his eye. —Reuters
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MOSCOW: Russia’s sports minister said yesterday that the
national team to compete in the Rio Olympics starting next
week so far has 266 competitors, although decisions were still
pending on several athletes.  “As of this morning I can say that
we will represent 29 disciplines out of 34, with 266 people,”
minister Vitaly Mutko said in an interview with sports channel
Match-TV. Besides 67 track and field athletes banned by the
International Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF) over
revelations of a state-run doping scheme, dozens more have
been told not to compete in Brazil, including swimmers, row-
ers, and wrestlers. Mutko said that Russia is still expecting to
hear final judgement on its swimming team yesterday.  “In
swimming, we announced a team of 35 people, now 26 have
passed the selection process,” he said, adding that he expect-
ed a final decision “today”.  The US Anti-Doping Agency said
Friday that Olympic medallist Nikita Lobintsev has tested pos-
itive for meldonium, the substance banned in the beginning
of 2016. He is one of seven swimmers who have been banned
from Rio.—AFP

Russian Rio team stands 
at 266 competitors

MADRID: Atletico Madrid will sign French forward Kevin Gameiro from fellow
La Liga side Sevilla, the Champions League runners-up announced yesterday.
Atletico have brought in Gameiro on a four-year deal, and he will join up with
compatriot Antoine Griezmann in attack. Gameiro will arrive in Madrid on
Saturday afternoon to undergo a medical. The 29-year-old joined Sevilla from
Paris Saint-Germain in 2013 and was part of the side that won three consecu-

tive Europa League titles. Gameiro enjoyed the most prolific season of his
career last term, scoring 29 goals in all competitions, including 10 in

Europe, but missed out on selection for Dider Deschamps’ France Euro
2016 squad. Atletico coach Diego Simeone had been looking to
strengthen his forward line, as Griezmann and Fernando Torres have
been sharing the bulk of the striking duties. Argentinian Simeone
had also added former Benfica winger Nicolas Gaitan and Croatian
defender Sime Vrsaljko to his squad this summer. Atletico also

announced Saturday that striker Luciano Vietto, who only joined
the club last year, would leave and go to Sevilla “for the next

season.” Atletico will be hoping to push on in the coming
season, after narrowly missing out on both the Champions

League and La Liga titles last campaign. —AFP

Atletico sign forward 
Gameiro from Sevilla

Rosberg fastest 
in practice

SPRINGFIELD: Unheralded Robert Streb
matched the record-low round in major golf his-
tory Friday with an astonishing seven-under par
63 to seize a share of the lead after the second
round of the PGA Championship.

Top-ranked defending champion Jason Day’s
amazing run of seven birdies in eight holes to
grab a share of third was overshadowed by a 29-
year-old American on a rain-soaked Baltusrol
layout soggy enough to surrender low scores in
a wild afternoon of shot making. Back-nine
starter Streb made a lone bogey and eight
birdies, the last of them on a curling 21-foot putt
at the par-three ninth to make history and
match compatriot Jimmy Walker for the 36-hole
lead at nine-under 131.

“I was pretty excited about it,” Streb said. “I
was waiting on it to break, waiting on it to break
and it finally turned there at the end. “It was a
great round. Happy to be part of that 63 club.”

Streb’s 63 was the 30th shot at a major but he
was the 28th player to achieve the feat, Fiji’s Vijay
Singh and Australian Greg Norman having done
it twice. British Open champion Henrik Stenson
and runner-up Phil Mickelson each did it two
weeks ago at Royal Troon.

Baltusrol has surrendered the most 63s of any
major course with four, including two of only
four in US Open history, the 63s of Jack Nicklaus
and Tom Weiskopf in the first round in 1980, and
another by Thomas Bjorn at the 2005 PGA
Championship.

Streb, whose lone US PGA victory came in the
2014 McGladrey Classic, has gone 27 US PGA
events without a top-10 showing since placing
10th at the 2015 PGA Championship, although
he was fourth at this year ’s European Tour
Nedbank Challenge in South Africa.

Streb missed the cut in all three prior majors
this year but played the round of his life to put
himself in contention for a major title.

“The ball-striking and putting has been a lit-
tle difficult this year,” he said. “Just been trying to
hang on by a thread. Obviously it’s coming
together this week, which is nice.”

Australia’s Day fired a 65 to stand two strokes
adrift on 133 along with Argentine rookie
Emiliano Grillo, who shot 67. 

Day, who battled illness and fatigue in round
one, became annoyed at a double-bogey on the
seventh hole and responded with short birdie
putts at eight and nine, 18-foot birdie putts at 10
and 13 around a 10-footer at the par-3 12th.

Then came a stunning 37-footer at 14 and a
five-footer on 15 for good measure, although he
failed to take advantage of the par-5 17th and
18th or he might have shot 63, or better.

“That double bogey kicked me in the bum a
little bit,” Day said. “A little disappointed I didn’t
birdie either of the par-5s. But I’m saving them
for the weekend.

SHOWERS SOFTEN UP BALTUSROL 
Morning showers dumped an inch of rain on

the 7,428-yard layout and halted play for 41 min-
utes as groundskeepers cleared puddles from
greens and standing water from fairways. Balls
held on saturated greens and made up for the
lack of fairway roll.

“It was much softer,” Walker said. “If you were
in the fairway you could do anything you want-
ed with the golf ball.”

Sweden’s Stenson was alone in fifth after his
second consecutive 67 with two-time major win-

ner Martin Kaymer of Germany sharing sixth on
135 with Americans Patrick Reed and Brooks
Koepka. Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama eagled the
second hole on his way to a 67 to share ninth
with Welshman Jamie Donaldson and Americans
Rickie Fowler and Harris English.

Fourth-ranked Rory McIlroy fired a 69 but
could not overcome a bogey-less first-round 74
and the four-time major champion missed the
cut on 142 by a stroke. US left-hander Mickelson,
who opened with a triple bogey after a tee shot
that went over a fence and onto a street, birdied
the last to make the cut on the number.

Second-ranked Dustin Johnson, who won the
US Open last month, fired a 72 to finish on 149.
Only 10 players had worse 36-hole totals.

PGA BLUNDER HURTS IKEDA 
The PGA of America apologized after a rules

blunder that impacted the first back-nine
starters, including Japan’s Yuta Ikeda, who shot
67 to stand on 137.

The location guide sheet given Ikeda’s group
showed a hole cut on the left side of the green
when it had actually been put on the right side,
a blunder not caught until the group had played
approaches at the 10th, which Ikeda bogeyed.

Also on 137 was Jordan Spieth, whose shot
from a gravel path at the seventh hole aroused
ire for television viewers over possible rules vio-
lation, although a PGA of America statement
said there was no violation. — AFP

Reed moves into 
contention at PGA

SPRINGFIELD: The question stumped
Patrick Reed and he asked for it to be
repeated. Or maybe he was simply stunned
that after shooting a second-round 65 to
move into contention Friday at the PGA
Championship, someone was asking him
about his cockiness.

Reed’s self-assurance is well known
throughout golf. Why it would be a topic
following several enthusiastic answers
about his upcoming Olympic participation,
and some insightful thoughts on how
Baltusrol played in the second round, was
somewhat difficult to fathom.

But Reed scrambled - something not
required much in his seven-birdie perform-
ance that placed him at 5-under 135. Asked
about believing in himself as a “top-three
player,” Reed seemed somewhat amused.

“I appreciate you saying top three,
because I said top five,” he said. “And I
appreciate you calling me cocky, as well. I
don’t really know how to take that one.
“You have to believe in yourself. If there
was not a mic around and you went out
and asked every single guy, and if they
knew you weren’t media and ... asked every
single guy where do you want to be, they
are going to say No. 1 in the world. And if
they don’t, then those guys also aren’t win-
ning every week or even having a chance
to win golf tournaments because they are
not believing in themselves.

“But really at the end of the day, when it
comes down to it, yeah, I believe in myself. I
play golf. I am who I am. ... I’m not writing
the articles. It comes down to how you all
portray me, not how I portray myself,
because I didn’t write the article. There’s
been some I fixed and some that are true
and I like the articles.

IMPRESSSIVE
“But at the end of the day, all I can do is

play golf and be who I am, and hopefully I’ll
write the good ones.” Reed has written an
impressive story since becoming a PGA
Tour regular in 2013. He’s won four times,
including becoming the youngest player to
take a World Golf Championship by win-
ning at Doral in 2014. He also won the 2015
Tournament of Champions in Hawaii. His 3-
0-1 showing at the 2014 Ryder Cup was the

strongest and most forceful of any
American. Yet because he hasn’t won this
year - he has two runner-up finishes and
ranks 14th in the world - his confident atti-
tude gets questioned.

Reed also was asked why he hadn’t ele-
vated his game to match “guys your age?”
“I’m playing great, I have a lot of top-10s,”
he responded emphatically. “I’ve just had
my best finish at a major so far (tied for
12th at the British Open) and I’ve only been
on the tour for three years. 

Everyone acts like I’ve been on tour for
15, 20 years. I’m only 25.” Reed always
brightens when asked about representing
his country. He actively sought a spot on
the US team for Rio, something he got
when Dustin Johnson pulled out. Reed was
in the middle of a round at the Scottish
Open, where he finished tied for 10th,
when Johnson withdrew.

After discussing the options with his
“team,” Reed and his wife, Justine, basically
said, “Let’s go.”

“I can’t wait,” he said. “It’s one of those
things that just talking about it kind of
gives me goosebumps, because going over
there, wearing the stars and stripes, playing
again, it’s going to be great.”

His 65 Friday was the best morning
round and matched Jimmy Walker’s open-
ing score.  Reed shot it after an overnight
change of driver. In his first round, Reed
was happy with his iron play and his put-
ting. “But I couldn’t keep a driver on the
planet,” he said. “So I switched to my old
driver and went and hit the driver better.
The difference between a top-10 and a win
out on tour is if you hit fairways, you’ll hit
greens, and those 50-50 putts, you’re
always on the right side of them.”

One putt that definitely wasn’t a 50-50
proposition came on the ninth, Reed’s final
hole. He hit a 6-iron to the par-3, but could-
n’t tell how close it was to the hole. “So I
just thought it might have been on the
green because not a single person
clapped,” he said with a chuckle. “So I walk
up there and I realize it’s a foot (from the
pin). I was just like, OK, I guess the rest of
the field has been hitting it inside a foot all
day. Didn’t get a single clap, and it’s in there
tight.” — AP

SPRINGFIELD: Patrick Reed waves to the crowd after making a putt on the 18th hole
during the second round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at Baltusrol Golf
Club in Springfield, N.J., Friday. — AP

BALTUSROL: Robert Streb watches his tee shot on the eighth hole during the second round of the PGA Championship golf tournament at
Baltusrol Golf Club in Springfield, N.J., Friday.  — AP

Streb fires 63 to share 
PGA lead as Day charges

SPRINGFIELD: Phil Mickelson made a “horrif-
ic” start to the second round of the PGA
Championship on Friday but recovered to
make the cut with nothing to spare, while
Rory McIlroy’s bogey at the last saw him miss
out by one stroke.

Mickelson sliced his tee shot out-of-
bounds at the par-four first, his ball landing on
the adjacent Shunpike Road and bouncing
onto another street.

“Just a total mental block on that first hole.
It was just horrific,” said Mickelson, who teed
up again and in the end was fortunate to sal-
vage a triple-bogey seven after almost hitting
his approach shot out-of-bounds too.

“I think in the history of the PGA
Championship, that’s the worst start of any
player ’s round. I ’d have to look that up.”
Mickelson looked stunned as he trudged to
the second tee but settled down and had only
one further blemish, a bogey at the 16th,
before closing with a birdie at the par-five
18th to make the cut with nothing to spare.

“I was able to fight back and be patient,
start to make a birdie here or there,” the British
Open runner-up said after shooting a 70 for
one-over 141, 10 strokes behind leaders

Jimmy Walker and Robert Streb.
“I actually hit a lot of good shots and

missed on a lot good opportunities in the
middle of the round.” McIlroy, who played with
Mickelson, messed up the final hole to miss
the cut for the first time in eight starts at the
PGA Championship.

“I’ve hit the ball really well this week and
I’m walking away not playing the weekend. It’s
really disheartening,” said the world number
four. McIlroy, who continues to struggle on
the greens, also missed the cut at the U.S.
Open and tied for 10th at the Masters and for
fifth at the British Open. The Northern
Irishman’s last major win came at the 2014
PGA Championship in Kentucky.

“I just need to figure out what to do on the
greens. I need to have a long hard think about
that. “I think if you had to give anyone else in
this field my tee shots this week, they would
have been up near the top of the leaderboard.
It just shows you how bad I was around the
greens.” Mickelson agreed. “You watch him
with a driver and it’s the sweetest thing you
can imagine,” he said. “He’s just so tentative
through impact (with his putter). He’s just not
confident. You can just tell.” — Reuters

Mickelson makes cut despite 
horror start, McIlroy misses it 

SPRINGFIELD: Rory McIlroy of Northern Ireland looks on from the first tee during the sec-
ond round of the 2016 PGA Championship at Baltusrol Golf Club on Friday in Springfield,
New Jersey. — AFP

Young Grillo embraces his 
major challenge at PGA

SPRINGFIELD: Argentinian Emiliano Grillo
says he will embrace the opportunity as he
enters the third round of the PGA
Championship just two strokes off the lead.

“I want to be here. I wanted this my
whole life. I want to win a major,” Grillo told
reporters on Friday after shooting three-
under-par 67 at Baltusrol to tie for third
with world number one and defending
champion Jason Day.  “We want to see our
names on the board. We want to win. We
want to hold the trophy. That is what we’re
here for.  “I am going to feel the nerves
tomorrow, that’s for sure.

Makes sense. But I’m going to enjoy it.”
Grillo, 23, will be paired with Australian Day
in the group ahead of American co-leaders
Jimmy Walker and Robert Streb.  “I think I
played very nice today, especially off the

tee.  Made some good putts on the front
nine and I was able to hang on on the back
nine,” said Grillo, who made four birdies
including a 40-footer before the turn, and
then dropped one shot coming home.

Grillo said he takes confidence from his
tie for 12th at the British Open and his sea-
son-opening victory in the Frys.com Open.

“A win is a win and it’s hard to learn to
win. Some people have it, some people
don’t,” the PGA Tour rookie said.  “I think I’ve
learned. First I have to be in the situation
and that’s what I was on these first two
days. I have just have to manage to be in
contention the last nine (holes).  “My game
is right there. Going to be an interesting
weekend.  I’ve never been in this situation,
and I’m not afraid of it. I’m going to go out
and enjoy it.” — Reuters
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HOCKENHEIM: Formula One’s rule-mak-
ers took another U-turn yesterday when
they agreed a compromise on track lim-
its at the first corner of the Hockenheim
circuit.

In the process, they left a global audi-
ence of fans, many seasoned paddock
observers, team staff and drivers con-
fused and puzzled.  It was just one more
in a series of rule changes made almost
daily in the last week in a season of
upheaval that began with uproar over a
controversial new qualifying format
introduced at the season-opening
Australian Grand Prix.  Last weekend’s
Hungarian Grand Prix saw a stewards
investigation into the meaning of waved
double yellow flags which will, this week-

end at the German Grand Prix, automati-
cally engage a red flag and stop the
action.  Radio communications, which
had been severely restricted and result-
ed in penalties for leading drivers, were
relaxed this week following a meeting of
the F1 Strategy Group.

And on Saturday morning, in another
twist, the saga of track limits was the
focus of renewed attention when race
director Charlie Whiting sent a note to
the teams advising of a compromise
arrangement that over-ruled new rule
changes introduced only 24 hours earli-
er. On Thursday, the Strategy Group had
voted to abolish track limits for the
German Grand Prix to permit a more
spectacular race with cars running wide

around corners to gain speed.
Whiting, however, ruled that idea out.

He said it would create chaos and decid-
ed instead to enforce limits at Turn One
with an electronic sensor and penalties
for those who contravened the limit
three times.  Teams and drivers protested
at this and raised objections with the
sport’s supremo Bernie Ecclestone while
there were also several heated discus-
sions on this, and other issues, during a
drivers’ meeting late on Friday.  “We dis-
cussed this at the Strategy Group meet-
ing, so that we could have a ‘wild’ week-
end here because this track has ade-
quate run-off areas,” said Ferrari team
principal Maurizio Arrivabene.

“But instead, they recorded everyone

who went over the white lines as if noth-
ing was agreed. So we went to see
Bernie.” The outcome was Whiting’s note
on Saturday which said the electronic
sensor at Turn One would be moved fur-
ther away from the track, permitting
drivers to full the use of the kerbs.

Though the latest change was wel-
comed, it came too late to prevent many
drivers bemoaning their situation and
television commentators sympathising
with fans increasingly fed up with the
over-regulated sport.  Two-time world
champion Fernando Alonso said he felt a
sense of utter despair at the constant
rule changes.

Asked to comment, on his 35th birth-
day on Friday, Alonso said: “I don’t care... I

give up. They can tell us what they need
to in every race.  “We know things
change from race to race and now we
are back to the rules we had about a year
ago, more or less.

“I think it was at Spa, last year, that
they got tough in terms of the radio and
so on... Now, nothing has changed - or it
is worse, we are going back.  “It is the
same with the track limits. There were
track limits last week, then this morning
there weren’t any, but then there were
three strikes again - and now...”

His feelings were widely shared.
“When I go out during qualifying, I think I
will ask what I have to do and what are
the rules so I don’t have to waste any
more time thinking about it now.” —AFP

F1 rulers leave global audience confused and fed up

BRIDGEPORT: United States’ Maya Moore, left, and Tamika Catchings, right, pressure Canada’s Miah-Marie Langlois, center, during the first half
of an exhibition basketball game, Friday, in Bridgeport, Conn. — AP

BRIDGEPORT: Just after the United States rout-
ed Canada by 40 points, Geno Auriemma and his
UConn greats posed for a group photo on the
court. The five former UConn players, who
helped the Huskies win 10 of their 11 national
championships, received one last rousing ova-
tion from the crowd. A fitting send off for the
team from their adoring Connecticut fans.

Auriemma gave those same fans an opportu-
nity to cheer their former stars early on, starting
all five. It was virtually the same starting lineup
he used in a win over France on Wednesday. The
only change was putting Breanna Stewart into
the group instead of Elena Delle Donne.

The Hall of Fame coach said it was the right
thing to do. “I hadn’t had the same starting five
in any games we played,” he said after the 83-43
victory Friday night. “I thought to myself, I asked
Cheryl (Reeve), if you were head coach instead
of me, you’d do it, because it’s the right thing to
do. She said OK. I’m not going to worry about it
and did it. It was fun for the kids and the fans.”

The players really didn’t notice it until the
opening tip. “When you look at it, you have a
good piece of history out there with Sue (Bird)
and Diana (Taurasi) representing the early suc-
cess and then Stewie on the other end,” said
Maya Moore, who helped the Huskies win two
titles. “It was really cool and really cool for the
fans.” The US will aim for an unprecedented sixth
consecutive gold at the Olympics. The
Americans have one more exhibition game
today at Madison Square Garden against
Australia, which beat France 76-67 on Friday
night. Taurasi, Bird, Moore, Stewart and Tina
Charles struggled a bit offensively when they
were in, but defensively they shut down Canada.
After struggling in their first two exhibition
games in the first half, the Americans jumped all
over their neighbors to the north.

The US only had a three-point lead on the
select team in their pre-Olympic tour opener
Monday and led France by one Wednesday at
the half. The Americans wouldn’t let that happen
against Canada.

The Canadians missed 13 of their first 14
shots and couldn’t recover from the slow start,
trailing by 13 after one quarter and 24 at the
half. “I thought defensively we were about as
good as we can be given the short amount of
work that we’ve done,” Auriemma said. “That
kind of led to a bunch of other things.”

FAVORITES
Taurasi scored 14 points, and Delle Donne

added 12 to lead the US Auriemma had always
seemed to shy away from playing all his UConn
players at the same time during the 2012
London Olympics and the last two world cham-
pionships. He rarely had five UConn players on
the court in either of those major champi-
onships. But just as he did starting Delle Donne
in Delaware on Wednesday, he gave the fans one
more opportunity to cheer the local favorites.
The loud crowd gave the former Huskies a great
ovation in pregame introductions and then
cheered every one of their plays.

“When we get to Rio, the best five players for
that situation will be on the floor regardless of
where they come from,” Auriemma said. The
offensive highlight of the first half came from
Delle Donne, who threw a nifty no-look pass to

Taurasi for a layup. Canada finished fifth in the
world championship in 2014 and will look to
improve on that in Rio. The Canadians have nev-
er won a medal at the Olympics in women’s bas-
ketball and hope to change that with a nice mix
of veterans and youth. One of those talented
young players is Kia Nurse, who is a junior at
UConn. Nurse help lead Canada to the gold
medal at the Pan-Am Games last summer. She
got a nice hand from the crowd in pregame
introductions, but had a rough game. She was

scoreless in 25 minutes, missing all three of her
shots. This was Nurse’s second game back for
Canada. She had sports hernia surgery after
helping UConn win a fourth consecutive nation-
al championship in April.  “I  can’t say how
impressed and pleased we are that she’s come
back as well as she has,” Canada coach Lisa
Thomaidis said. “She’s such a competitor, so
tough, nothing surprises us anymore with her.”
Canada will play France in the opener at the
Garden today. —AP

Taurasi, 4 former UConn stars 

help overwhelm Canada 83-43

LOS ANGELES: There are no shortage of
suitors for Manny Pacquiao, but Mexican-
American boxer Jessie Vargas thinks he has
the inside track when it comes to enticing
the Filipino superstar back into the ring. “I
am the WBO welterweight champion and
he wants to return to fight for this belt. So I
am happy to give him a title shot,” Vargas
told AFP during the Nevada Boxing Hall of
Fame function on Friday.

Vargas (27-1-0) said Friday he is in talks
with Pacquiao’s camp to hold a fight on
November 5 at the Thomas & Mack Center
arena in Las Vegas.  “The fight is still under
negotiation and I can say that soon we will
announce it, although I do not want to
advance because in boxing everything
can change every minute,” Vargas said.

Undefeated Terence Crawford has also
been named as potential opponent for
Pacquiao, who is likely to return to the
ring later this year according to his pro-

moter Bob Arum. Arum tweeted Friday
night that he is also talking to a group that
wants to stage Pacquiao’s next fight in the
Middle East. “Meeting on Sunday with
people anxious to put on a
@MannyPacquiaoTR fight in the Middle
East,” Arum wrote. Vargas won the vacant
WBO welterweight title with a ninth round
TKO of Sadam Ali in March.  “Manny has
never faced someone like me. I’m at my
best, I have several advantages. I’m taller
and faster than him. I’m really smart fight-
er too,” Vargas said.

“I not only want to face him but I want
to beat him. Juan Manuel Marquez did it
and I  want to beat him too, mainly
because at his best he was someone who
gave many headaches to Mexico fighters,”
he said. Record eight division champion
Pacquiao announced his retirement from
boxing in April after his unanimous deci-
sion victory over Timothy Bradley. — AFP

Vargas eager to promote  

fight with Pacquiao

QUEBEC: Adonis Stevenson, left, of Canada, hits Thomas Williams Jr. during a WBC
light heavyweight title boxing bout Friday, in Quebec City. — AP

Stevenson defends title 

with fourth round KO

MONTREAL: Canada’s Adonis Stevenson
made his seventh successful title defense
by knocking out Thomas Williams at 2:54 of
the fourth round to retain his WBC light
heavyweight belt on Friday night.
Stevenson improved to 28-1, with 23
knockouts as he almost ended the south-
paw slugfest in opening round at the
Videotron Centre in Quebec City.  With
about 30 seconds left in the first round,
Stevenson slammed a hard left into the
side of Williams’ head, sending the
American to the canvas. But Williams was
able to get up and beat referee Michael
Griffin’s count.  “He wanted to put on some
pressure, so I put some on as well,” said
Stevenson. “Two men who know how to
fight. We gave a good show, and that’s
what people want to see.”

Stevenson was fighting for the first time
since scoring a third-round knockout 10

months ago of journeyman fighter Tommy
Karpency in Toronto.  The 38-year-old
Stevenson went on the attack in the fourth,
landing a barrage of body shots which took
their toll on Williams. With the challenger
slowed and unable to put up a proper
defense, Stevenson landed a vicious left to
the head that put Williams down for good.

It was Stevenson’s seventh title defense
of the crown he took from US fighter Chad
Dawson by knockout in June 2013.

Stevenson is on a 15-fight win streak
since suffering his lone loss to Darnell
Boone in 2010, a defeat he avenged by
knocking out the American in 2013. In all,
Stevenson has 13 knockouts in his past 15
bouts.  Stevenson, who hasn’t fought out-
side Canada since 2011, holds the lone belt
in the division not owned by Russian fight-
er Sergey Kovalev.  Williams’ record
dropped to 20-2 with 14 knockouts.  — AFP

LONDON: Hull FC coach Lee Radford said his
side were desperate to emerge as Wembley
winners after coming from behind to beat
Wigan 16-12 in a Challenge Cup semi-final.

The Black and Whites trailed at the inter-
val to George Williams’s try, despite having
the best of possession and territory, but hit
back through former NRL stars Steven
Michaels and Fetuli Talanoa after the break.
Two Marc Sneyd penalties in either half were
also ultimately vital for Hull in Friday’s victory
at Doncaster’s Keepmoat Stadium.  Now,
after booking a third trip to Wembley in the
last eight years, Radford is determined to
mastermind the club’s first win at the iconic
London stadium.  “I’m really pleased obvious-
ly as there was not a great deal between the
two sides, I said that before we started, but it
came down to who wanted it the most,” he
said. “I felt we just had that little bit extra. At
half-time we spoke about that special play
because there was nothing really in-between
the two teams.  “Somebody had to come up
with it and it was really important that we
found it.  “I  want to right that wrong at
Wembley, and get that record fixed up, I real-
ly do. It will put an end to the ‘You’ll never
win at Wembley’ song that’s for sure.”

Meanwhile, an emotional Hull skipper
Gareth Ellis praised his team-mates’ gritty
performance, and revealed he is hoping for a
showdown with former club Wakefield
Trinity, who face Warrington in Saturday’s

second semi-final, at Wembley on August 27.
He said: “You get a little bit older and you

think that this opportunity is not going to
come, but we’ve been outstanding all year
and I thought we were outstanding again
tonight. “If I’m being slightly critical we prob-
ably weren’t clinical enough in that first half
but the effort that the boys showed, particu-
larly in defence on our own try-line, was
unbelievable.

“It was a great game. It would be some-
thing special to see my old club (Wakefield)
make the final as well, but I’m really happy
about tonight.” Defeat meant Wigan were left
waiting for a 20th Challenge Cup crown and
they must now turn their attentions to the
Super 8s, where they face Castleford next
week in one of a series of matches that will
determine this season’s Super League cham-
pions. Wigan coach Shaun Wane said his side
were inconsolable after their semi-final loss.
“They (Hull) were absolutely the best team,
but I am very proud of our efforts as well,” he
said. “To be honest we gave ourselves too
much to do. We turned the ball over a lot on
play one or two again, but the desire my
team showed was excellent and it will help us
further on in the year. “But this is very tough
to take, and the players are as devastated as
I’ve ever seen them, because I thought they
were there for the taking. “We did so much
defending that when we did get the ball our
attack wasn’t crisp.” —AFP

Hull FC coach Lee Radford

Radford determined to end 

Hull’s Wembley hoodoo

Argentina Olympic team 

robbed at Mexico hotel

PUEBLA: Argentina’s Olympic football team
complained Friday that cash and electronics
were stolen from its players’ hotel rooms
while they were playing a friendly in Mexico.
Argentina Football Association (AFA) vice
president Claudio Tapia said the theft took
place when Mexico and the South American
team played to a 0-0 draw in the central city
of Puebla on Thursday night.

It was the last preparation game before
both countries compete in the Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro, which start next Friday.
“When we returned at 11:40 pm and went
up to the rooms, we realized that they had
been robbed,” Tapia said, without specify-
ing how much money was taken.  The
Mexican Football Federation said in a state-

ment late Friday that an agreement was
finally reached between the AFA, the
Camino Real hotel and an insurance firm to
compensate the Argentine delegation.
Tapia said earlier that the team had given
several statements to the authorities and
complained of a “total lack of respect” in
the way the issue was handled.

He had warned that the delegation
would not leave the hotel until it received
guarantees that it would be compensated.
“You know what’s the strangest thing? It’s
that they have verified and know who is
the thief from the (security) cameras, so
they are protecting the thief,” he said
before the Mexican football federation
announced the agreement. —AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO: Bobbing on Rio de
Janeiro’s Guanabara Bay in a blue and
white fishing boat, American sailor Brad
Funk uses a plastic bin to scoop rubbish
from the waters where Olympic sailing
races will take place next month.

Funk missed out on his dream of com-
peting in Rio 2016 in the two-man 49er
sailing class, but travelled to Brazil any-
way with the aim of clearing the path for
those who did, including his girlfriend
British windsurfer Bryony Shaw. A native
of Clearwater, Florida, Funk is leading his
own clean-up effort to help remove rub-

bish from the Bay which is clogged by
sewage from some 15 municipalities,
home to some 9 million people. “I decid-
ed that if I am not going to compete, I
want the sailors to not have problems
when they sail,” he told Reuters.  “I love
Rio, and it is very important to me that
the Olympic Games is a success and the
trash does not get stuck on the sailboats,
taking medals away from them.”

In recent months, concern flared over
pollution levels in the bay and nearby
sea, where sailing, windsurfing and long-
distance swimming events are being

held. Two academic studies seen by
Reuters in June showed the waters were
infected by drug-resistant super bacteria
and microbes normally found only in hos-
pitals. The State Environmental Agency
(Inea), which is conducting daily monitor-
ing of water quality with the help of the
World Health Organization (WHO), insists
the water quality is fine, helped by the
rapid movement of water through the
mouth of the bay where events will be
held. More worrying for many competi-
tors, however, is the floating debris which
could crash against boats and slow them

down in the competition. Inea has
deployed 12 green eco-boats - each with
a wire metal scoop on the front that lifts
rubbish out of the water and into its hull.
It has also placed 17 red floating eco-bar-
riers across the mouth of rivers and canals
feeding the bay, which collect debris
floating on the water’s surface.

Just the eco-barrier in the Canal do
Cunha had collected 208 tonnes of rub-
bish in the last month, Inea said.

Brazilian sailors said recently that the
work of eco-boats picking up rubbish
along competition routes had improved

the situation considerably, but that more
needed to be done.

Inea has appealed to Rio’s citizens to
stop throwing waste into canals and into
the bay. On the airplane over to Rio,
Funk met Camila Avelar who decided to
volunteer to help his effort, hoping to
inspire a chain reaction. “A lot of people
say that the two of us trying to clear the
rubbish from the sea will not make any
difference,” Avelar said. “But I don’t think
that is the point, it is the attitude and
encouraging other people to do the
same thing.”  — Reuters

US sailor lends hand to clean Rio’s bay before Games

PRISTINA: Kosovar judoka Majlinda Kelmendi sits with other Kosovo’s athletes prior to the flag handover ceremony in Pristina on Friday. Double
world judo champion Majlinda Kelmendi will carry Kosovo’s flag and its dreams of winning a gold medal in its first Olympic Games in Rio. —AFP

PRISTINA: Double world judo champion Majlinda
Kelmendi will carry Kosovo’s flag and its dreams of
winning a gold medal in its first Olympic Games in
Rio. Serbia will lead the nations who will not be
celebrating if the 25-year-old succeeds in putting
Kosovo’s name on the Olympic map.  The 52 kilo-
gramme champion leads eight Kosovo athletes at
the Rio Games following its recognition by the
International Olympic Committee in 2014.
Olympic fever is mounting among the 1.8 million
Kosovars and with it the pressure to succeed.
President Hashim Thaci set Kelmendi’s photo,
Kosovo flag and the Olympic rings logo as his
Twitter account background. “We may get gold,
we may not, still we are heroes,” he tweeted in a
reflection of the growing national pride.

Kelmendi and her coach Driton Kuka went into
hiding ahead of Rio.  Having made her interna-
tional debut in 2011, Kelmendi is unbeaten since
2013. “This girl is a machine,” said France’s Priscilla
Gneto after losing the European title final to
Kelmendi in April.

But Kelmendi only assured local media she
wanted “to win a medal this time”.  The judo star
went to the 2012 London Olympics for Albania as
the IOC had not yet recognised Kosovo.

NOT JUST WAR 
Kelmendi said she chose to compete for

Kosovo because she wants to show the world “it is
not just a little country with a history of war. I want
to show the good side, where young people do
sport, show they can win and be creative.” Kosovo
declared its independence in 2008 a decade after
a war in the former Serbian province between
Serb forces and ethnic Albanian fighters.  More
than 100 countries now recognise Kosovo as a
country, but not Serbia, which opposed its mem-
bership of the IOC as well as major sporting feder-
ations such as football’s FIFA and UEFA.

More than 70 countries and territories compet-
ing at the Olympics have yet to win a medal but
Kosovo “deeply hopes” for success at its first try,
Kosovo Olympic Committee head Besim Hasani
told AFP.  “Our adherence into the IOC has been
the tip of an iceberg in the internationalisation of
Kosovo’s athletes,” Hasani said. Being in Rio will be
“a new chapter” for Kosovo’s sport, he added.

Musa Hajdari, an 800 metres runner, highlight-
ed the upbeat mood of those going to Rio.

“It is a special feeling one cannot describe in
words. This is an utmost point that one athlete can
experience on the international arena.  “I have
never lost hope that I would see this day,” added
the 28-year-old, talking of the days when ethnic
Albanian athletes were excluded from internation-
al sport.

Shooter Urata Rama said appearing at the
Olympics was more than a dream “due to the poli-
tics that were interrupting sport activities.
“Obviously going to Olympics is the biggest
dream an athlete can have. We in Kosovo now can
finally enjoy and experience that,” added the 30-
year-old.  Kuka-who will coach Kelmendi and
another judoka, Nora Gjakova, in Rio-has a special
reason to be happy. The six-time national champi-
on should have taken part in the 1992 Barcelona
Olympics, but Serbia blocked Kosovo.  “First ever
Olympic Games for Kosovo ... Proud of my judokas
who achieved Olympic quotas for our country,” he
recently twitted.  Hasani estimated that Kosovo
would score a “huge victory already at the very
opening of the Games” when Kelmendi leads the
team into the Olympic arena “in front of the eyes
of three billion people around the globe seated in
front of TV screens.”

“The message will be clear: Kosovo is equal to
the world. “It is a moment worth living it,” he
declared. —AFP

Judo star carries Kosovo hopes 
for gold at first Olympics

LAUSANNE: How big a threat is genetic
doping to clean competition in sport? “It’s a
bit like sea serpent,” mythologised, poten-
tially capable of causing serious harm, “but
not so present”, said Martial Saugy, former
director of the Swiss Laboratory for Doping
Analyses. The lab is in Lausanne, near the
headquarters of the International Olympic
Committee, which put Saugy on the front-
line of efforts to purge drug cheats from
global sport. 

In an interview with AFP ahead of the
August 5 start of the Rio de Janeiro
Olympics, Saugy said anti-doping labs had
to keep pace with new methods developed
by doping cheats that multiple scandals
involving Russia have proved are still a
major threat.  But he cautioned against
putting too much focus on the still unde-
termined threat of genetic doping, when
other dangers-like micro-doses-are far
more pressing.

LOOKING FOR ‘INDICATORS’ 
Doctors have for years been experi-

menting with ways to inject synthetic
genes into patients, altering an individual’s
genome to enhance muscle recovery or
stem muscle deterioration, among other
benefits.  Should such treatments be taken
up by athletes, anti-doping efforts could be
set back years. 

“We’ve been talking about it since the
creation of the World Anti-Doping Agency
in 1999,” Saugy said, adding that the goal
for labs is to find a way to detect “the indi-
cators of genetic doping.” 

But he noted that since the world’s best
doctors are struggling to use the technolo-
gy to treat sick children, athletes and train-
ers seeking to cheat with genetic doping
are inevitably facing similar difficulties.  “We
need to put things in perspective. Genetic
therapy in the medical domaine has diffi-
culty getting its place because it’s very
complicated,” he said. 

Asked if there was a testing system for
genetic doping in place for Rio, Saugy, who
stepped down from the Lausanne lab last

month, said: “there may well be tests but
I’m not sure of their relevance.”

THE BIGGEST THREAT 
“The biggest problem at the moment

are microdoses,” Saugy said, when asked
about the worst threat to fair play. 

Dopers have increasingly realised that
tiny doses of steroids or the oxygen capaci-
ty booster EPO can be very effective and
extremely hard to detect.  Saugy noted that
Tour de France 2006 winner and former
Lance Armstrong teammate Floyd Landis
cheated with a steroid “that is still very
present”.  Landis “made an error in usage.
Without that error, we wouldn’t have seen
anything,” he explained.

The use of biological passports “helps
enormously,” said the doctor, who now
heads the Center for Research and
Expertise in anti-Doping sciences at the
University of Lausanne. “This is one of my
main principles: you need to work with the
right sample from the right athlete taken at
the right time,” he said. 

CHANGING THE SYSTEM 
Overall, Saugy endorsed the notion that

the entire global anti-doping infrastructure
needed a shake-up. 

In too many cases, private labs motivat-
ed by profit are accredited to conduct tests
by sport federations, which are sometimes
motivated by the desire to see their star
athletes have clean records.

Making sure that WADA has the authori-
ty and willingness to withdraw accredita-
tion for labs whenever problems occur is
crucial to cleaning up the system, Saugy
argued. IOC executives have pushed for a
major anti-doping overhaul and have float-
ed the idea of WADA taking over the entire
system, removing authority from national
sport federations which can be corrupted,
as notably happened in Russia and Kenya.
IOC executives last month called for a spe-
cial summit on doping to be held next year,
where enhancing WADA’s authority will be
discussed.  —AFP

Genetic doping: The ‘sea 
serpent’ of cheating

MOSCOW: Russian hammer thrower Sergey
Litvinov and his father have a lot in common:
a first name, an athletics discipline and now a
history of missing the Olympics.

The suspension of Russia’s athletics federa-
tion over “state-sponsored” doping will deny
the 30-year-old a shot at Olympic glory, just as
the Soviet boycott of the 1984 Los Angeles
Games did for his father and coach, legendary
Soviet hammer thrower Sergey Litvinov.

Father and son recognise the striking paral-
lels between their careers and wish the sting-
ing memories of 1984 had not returned more
than thirty years later. “There is nothing good
in this,” Litvinov Sr. told AFP about seeing his
son sidelined from Rio like he was in 1984. 

Unlike many banned Russian athletes,
Litvinov and his father have been openly criti-
cal of Russia sports authorities and their
inability to reform the scandal-ridden anti-
doping system in time for track and field ath-
letes to compete in Rio.  Litvinov Sr., 58, thinks
that Cold War-era politics weighed into the
decision to keep Russians away. He blamed
the country’s sports authorities for their “pas-
sive approach” to the problem. 

His son, who competed at the youth level
and the 2009 world championships for
Germany before a falling-out with the federa-
tion there saw him change his allegiance, has
rejected the popular notion in Russia that the
ban is a Western conspiracy aimed at eliminat-
ing strong competitors.

GREAT DEPRESSION 
“I don’t have a negative attitude towards

the West,” he told AFP after a consolation track
and field in Moscow held for the banned ath-
letes.  “You have to look for the problem with-
in yourself first. There is no smoke without
fire.” Litvinov Sr. ,  who won silver at the
Moscow Olympics, had his sights set on gold
for Los Angeles, having won his first world
title one year ahead of the Games. 

The Soviet boycott devastated him. “A
great depression swept over me,” Litvinov Sr.
said. “It took me a whole year to return to my
normal self.” Although he returned to win gold
at the boycott-free 1988 Seoul Games-
Olympics in which Litvinov said the sports

world could finally breathe-his absence from
the Los Angeles Games left a stain on his stel-
lar career.  “I could have had a chance to go for
gold,” he said. “But what can I say?  It didn’t
happen and that’s it.”

Litvinov Sr. declined to answer questions
whether he had doped or had witnessed the
use of performance-enhancing drugs among
his Soviet teammates.  But he said that doping
“has always existed.”

‘A CLEAR WAY’ 
The younger Litvinov insists he has never

doped and says he has paid the price for
refusing to cheat.  In a letter to IAAF chief
Sebastian Coe, Litvinov Jr. implored interna-
tional athletics chiefs to outline what Russia
needs to do to return to international compe-
tition. “Just please show me a clear way,” he
wrote.  “Otherwise the situation is out of my
control and I am dependent on my federation,
which does not make me optimistic.” Russian
athletes in other sports have been cleared to
compete in Rio after the IOC shied away from
a blanket ban and called on international
sports federations to determine Russians’ eli-
gibility. That sparked fierce criticism from
some anti-doping agencies and athletes out-
side Russia.  Litvinov-who missed the cut for
Russia’s 2012 Olympic team-says that his
choice to compete without performance-
enhancing drugs had seen him lag behind
other competitors. 

“The pharmaceutical path doesn’t interest
me,” he said. “I’m interested in the training
process, in competing against myself.” Litvinov
shrugged at the prospect of competing at the
Tokyo Olympics in 2020 when he will be 34.

“I didn’t make it to the 2012 London Games
because of my own stupidity, now I’m not
going because of others’ stupidity,” he said.
“Maybe for Tokyo there will be other kinds of
stupidity that won’t allow me to go.” He said
he will keep training, no matter the uncertain-
ties ahead.  His father has little advice about
the future but pledged he will be there to
tweak his son’s technique. 

“I try to be more of a coach than a father,”
Litvinov Sr. said. “I don’t give him advice on
life. Just on the hammer throw.” —AFP

Russian father and son hammer 
throwers share Olympic sorrow

MOSCOW: Russia’s Sergey Litvinov competes in the men’s hammer throw final at a track
and field meet called “Stars of 2016” in Moscow on Friday. Russia’s athletics federation
holds a competition event for the athletes who have been banned from the Rio Olympics
over evidence of state-sponsored doping and mass corruption in the sport. — AFP 

NAIROBI: There will  be more South
Sudanese competing at the Rio Games in
the Olympics refugee team than for the
African state that will be taking part for the
first time. Five South Sudanese runners
who make up half of the refugee Olympic
Team arrived in Rio on Friday. For the likes
of James Nyang Chiengjiek the troubles of
home have cast a shadow over the tough
preparations for the Games which start
August 5.

South Sudan is allowed to send three
runners who will take part with special invi-
tations. The refugee team was selected by
the International Olympic Committee in
June to compete under the Olympic flag as
the world struggles with its biggest
migrant crisis since World War II.

Apart from the South Sudanese there
are Syrian swimmers Yusra Mardini and
Rami Anis, Ethiopian marathon runner
Yonas Kinde and judokas Yolande Bukasa
Mabika and Popole Misenga, who come
from Democratic Republic of the Congo
and live in Brazil.

The three men and two women from
South Sudan-Chiengjiek, Yiech Pur Biel,
Paulo Amotun Lokoro, Anjelina Nadai
Lohalith and Rose Nathike Lokonyen-were
picked in September at trials held at the
sprawling Kakuma refugee camp in north-
ern Kenya.

“The team has been training well in
Ngong and I hope they perform well in Rio,”
said the athletes’ Olympic co-ordinator
Tegla Loroupe, referring to the town south-
west of Nairobi where they have been

training. Beyond their sporting talent, the
quintet ’s childhoods also bind them
together. All come from families that fled
civil war that broke out in Sudan in the
1980s and lasted until 2005. None have
lived in South Sudan since it split from its
northern neighbour in 2011, but the pain
of the new country’s five years of on-off
fighting since plays on their minds.

RUNNING BACKWARDS 
“It is so sad that our country is going

backwards instead of moving forward,”
Chiengjiek, who will compete in the men’s
400 metres told AFP.

In recent weeks, clashes between gov-
ernment troops loyal to President Salva
Kiir’s and former rebels allied with arch-rival
Riek Machar have left 300 dead.

“We hope our leaders will use our partic-
ipation at the Olympics to bring peace to
our people, since sport has long been con-
sidered a unifying factor,” Chiengjiek
added. The athletes are training at Ngong,
some 40 kilometres (25 miles) from the
capital, following intensive two-week ses-
sions running alongside elite Kenyan ath-
letes. Piech Bur Biel sought shelter with his
mother and older brother in the Kakuma
camp in 2002 aged seven. He believes that
Olympic success could offer a chance to
find his father. “I may not be a good runner
now,” the 21-year-old said, modestly, “but it
is my duty to go back and bring up others
in my country,” to an Olympic level.  He
wants to inspire the next generation of ath-
letes to represent South Sudan.—AFP

S Sudan refugee Olympians 
run for glory of lost home

NGONG: International Olympics Committee (IOC) 2016 olympics refugees team
members run along a dirt road at a high altitude training camp, at the foot of the
Ngong’ hills, approximately 35km southeast of Nairobi, on Friday, in preparation for
the 2016 Rio Olympic games. — AFP



S P O RT S
SUNDAY, JULY 31, 2016

COVENTRY: England possess so much
strength in depth that captain Alastair
Cook’s side have the potential to domi-
nate world cricket for years to come,
according to former Ashes-winning fast
bowler Matthew Hoggard.  Hoggard,
England’s ninth-highest test wicket-taker
with 248 victims in 67 matches, believes
his country are already feared by the
other elite sides after defeating
Australia, South Africa, India, New
Zealand and Sri Lanka over the past
three years.

Cook’s team are fourth in the test
rankings behind top-rated Australia,
India and Pakistan but the former

Yorkshire seamer expects them to climb
to the summit soon.  “England have flirt-
ed with periods of dominance before
and have never quite achieved it,”
Hoggard told Reuters in an interview
while playing in this week’s Farmfoods
British Par-3 Golf Championship at
Nailcote Hall near Coventry.  “But at this
moment in time they’ve got the right
balance to be the best in the world for a
number of years. We are feared ... and
with the group of players we’ve got
there’s no reason why we can’t be the
best.” Hoggard said the back-up crick-
eters itching to get a chance in Cook’s
side were as good as, if not better, than

the players now in the team.
“The reason England are so strong is

the competition for places,” he said.
“There are loads of wicketkeepers in line
to play and loads of middle-order bats-
men.  “Sam Billings is getting lots of runs
and look at Ben Duckett who scored 220
not out for the Lions in a 50-over game
against Sri Lanka this week. He put on an
unbeaten 367 for the second wicket with
Daniel Bell-Drummond (171).  “In the
bowling department we missed Ben
Stokes and James Anderson in the first-
test defeat against Pakistan at Lord’s this
month but look how well Chris Woakes
is playing for the team at the moment,”

said the 39-year-old Hoggard.  “There are
a group of players behind the current
crop who have got the shirts at the
moment who could do at least as good a
job and maybe an even better job. We’ve
got so much strength in depth.”

Cook’s men rebounded in style from
their 75-run defeat at Lord’s by handing
Pakistan a 330-run drubbing in the sec-
ond test of the four-match series in
Manchester and Hoggard said the visi-
tors would now be “licking their
wounds”.  “Sport is funny,” said the
Yorkshireman who featured in the
England team that ended an 18-year
wait to win the Ashes when they beat

Australia in a memorable series in 2005.
“Look at Yasir Shah at Lord’s, he looked a
world-beater, the best spinner in the
world, Shane Warne-esque, and then he
took one for 213 in the first innings at
Old Trafford.  “That’s the great thing
about sport, you never really know
what’s going to happen next.

“They are two fantastic games com-
ing up. Edgbaston is another wicket that
will produce a result,” he said of the ven-
ue for the third test in Birmingham that
starts on Wednesday.  “It might turn a lit-
tle bit but whoever plays the best cricket
for four to five days will come out victori-
ous.”   — Reuters

England have potential to rule world - Hoggard

ANAHEIM: Rick Porcello pitched a five-hitter for his
first complete game since 2014, Xander Bogaerts
homered and drove in three runs, and the Boston Red
Sox beat the Los Angeles Angels 6-2 on Friday night.
Porcello (14-2) struck out three while winning his
sixth straight start - also for the first time since 2014 -
and eighth consecutive decision. He became the
majors’ fourth 14-game winner, joining Baltimore’s
Chris Tillman, the Chicago White Sox’s Chris Sale, and
Washington’s Stephen Strasburg. Porcello hasn’t lost
since May 17 and he’s pitched five or more innings in
29 straight starts dating back to last Aug. 26. Jackie
Bradley Jr. also homered to help Boston end a four-
game losing streak. Tim Lincecum (3-4) continued to
struggle in his comeback attempt, giving up four
earned runs and five hits with four walks. He was
removed after giving up Bradley’s homer leading off
the sixth. The loss ended the Angels season-high sev-
en-game home winning streak.

CUBS 12, MARINERS 1
Jon Lester recovered from a rut of bad starts,

pitching six shutout innings to help Chicago rout
Seattle for its third straight victory. Jason Heyward
and David Ross homered and the NL Central leaders
improved to 10-5 since a 1-9 slump. Seattle lost in its
first trip to Wrigley Field since 2007. The Mariners let
infielder Luis Sardinas pitch the eighth, and he threw
a perfect inning. Lester (11-4) had lasted just 16
innings over his previous four starts, going 1-1 with a
10.13 ERA. That skid came after he had gone 9-3 with
a 2.03 ERA in his first 16 starts. Lester gave up four
hits, struck out seven and walked two. He was already
done when there was a 74-minute rain delay in the
seventh. Chicago’s Kris Bryant reached base all five
times he came up. He singled twice, doubled and
walked twice. Hisashi Iwakuma (11-7) was the loser.

CARDINALS 11, MARLINS 6
Tommy Pham homered and drove in three runs in

St. Louis’ victory over Miami. Kolten Wong had three
hits and drove in two runs and Jeremy Hazelbaker hit
a two-run homer for St. Louis. The Cardinals have won
four of five and lead the Marlins by a game in the NL
wild-card standings. Marlins outfielder Ichiro Suzuki
went 0 for 4 to remain at 2,998 career hits. Martin
Prado homered and drove in three runs, and Marcell
Ozuna also homered for the Marlins. Mike Leake (8-8)
was the winner. Jose Urena (1-3) took the loss.

BLUE JAYS 6, ORIOLES 5
Jose Bautista, Edwin Encarnacion and Troy

Tulowitzki hit solo home runs in the first inning,
Marco Estrada snapped a four-start winless streak and
Toronto beat Baltimore. Encarnacion reached base
three times and scored twice to help the Blue Jays
win the opener of a three-game series between the
top two teams in the AL East, cutting Baltimore’s divi-
sion lead to a half-game. The Orioles have lost four
straight. Estrada (6-4) allowed four runs, three earned,
and five hits in six innings. Joaquin Benoit worked the
seventh, Jason Grilli gave up Manny Machado’s solo
home run in the eighth and Roberto Osuna finished
for his 22nd save. Mark Trumbo’s two-out double
gave Baltimore a 2-0 lead in the top of the first but the
Blue Jays answered with a trio of solo shots in the bot-
tom half against Kevin Gausman (2-8).

ROCKIES 6, METS 1
Tyler Chatwood kept winning on the road, Carlos

Gonzalez homered and drove in four runs and
Colorado beat New York for its fourth straight victory.
Mark Reynolds also homered for the surging Rockies.
They are 11-4 since the All-Star break and have

moved within four games of Miami for the second NL
wild-card spot. Chatwood (10-6) improved to 6-0 with
a 1.30 ERA away from Coors Field this season. The 26
year-old is 4-6 with a 5.69 ERA at home. Gonzalez
matched a season-high hitting streak of 11 games
with an RBI double in the first. He hit a 448-foot,
three-run drive in the ninth for his 21st homer.Steven
Matz (8-7) was the loser.

RANGERS 8, ROYALS 3
Rougned Odor homered twice, and A.J. Griffin

pitched into the sixth inning in Texas’ victory over
Kansas City. Jurickson Profar also went deep for the
Rangers, and scored three runs. Odor hit a solo homer
in the first that put AL West-leading Texas up 3-0
against Edinson Volquez (8-9). That 443-foot drive into
the second deck of seats in right field came a night
after Odor’s 465-footer that is the longest in his career.
He had another solo shot in the seventh, his 21st of
the season barely clearing the 8-foot wall in right.
Griffin (4-1) struck out one and walked two in 5 2-3
innings. Eric Hosmer homered for the defending
World Series champion Royals. They dropped 10
games behind Cleveland in the AL Central.

BREWERS 3, PIRATES 1
Junior Guerra limited Pittsburgh to four hits over

8 2/3 innings, and Chris Carter hit a two-run home run
in Milwaukee’s victory. The Pirates managed Andrew
McCutchen’s RBI groundout off Guerra (7-2), who
departed with two on and two outs in the ninth.
Jeremy Jeffress got Jung Ho Kang to ground out to
third on one pitch to record his 25th save in 26
chances. Guerra’s scoreless streak was snapped at 20
innings. He struck out five and walked one. Pirates
rookie Steven Brault (0-1) gave up three runs and sev-
en hits over six innings. 

INDIANS 5, ATHLETICS 3
Abraham Almonte scored the go-ahead run on a

wild pitch in Cleveland’s four-run seventh inning in
the Indians’ comeback victory over Oakland.
Cleveland erased a 3-1 deficit after being held to four
hits through six innings. Jason Kipnis’ bases-loaded
single tied it, and Almonte scored from third on Ryan
Dull’s wild pitch one batter later. Carlos Santana
homered in the sixth for Cleveland. Cody Anderson

(2-4) pitched a scoreless seventh. Cody Allen worked
out of ninth-inning trouble for 20th save. Kendall
Graveman (7-7) was the loser. Josh Reddick and Khris
Davis hit back-to-back homers in the sixth for
Oakland.

TIGERS 14, ASTROS 6
Tyler Collins and Justin Upton each hit a three-run

homer, helping Detroit beat Houston for its fourth
straight victory. James McCann added a solo shot in
the eighth and Cameron Maybin had three hits and
scored three times. Jose Altuve and Jake Marisnek
homered for Houston. The Astros lost for the third
time in four games. Matt Boyd (2-2) allowed three
runs on four hits in five innings. He walked one while
striking out six. Collin McHugh (7-7) didn’t make it out
of the second inning.

RAYS 5, YANKEES 1
Jake Odorizzi pitched masterfully into the seventh

inning, Logan Forsythe and Corey Dickerson hit solo
homers in the first, and Tampa Bay Rays cooled off
New York. The Yankees had won eight of 11 to close
within 3 1/2 games of Boston for the second AL wild
card. Odorizzi (5-5) struck out five and allowed six hits
over 6 2/3 innings. Alex Colome entered with two on
and one out in the ninth, and got two straight outs
for his 23rd save. Ivan Nova (7-6) gave up five runs
and six hits in 4 1/3 innings.

TWINS 2, WHITE SOX 1, 12 INNINGS
Pinch-hitter Joe Mauer drew a bases-loaded walk

with one out in the bottom of the 12th inning to lift
Minnesota over Chicago. Dan Jennings (4-3) hit Eddie
Rosario with a full-count pitch to lead off the 12th.
One out later,  Byron Buxton walked. Reliever Tommy
Kahnle then came on and walked Brian Dozier and
Mauer to push across the winning run. Trevor May (2-
2) pitched a perfect 12th. Adam Eaton put the White
Sox on the board early when he led off the game with
a long home run to right-center field. After that, how-
ever, only one White Sox runner reached second base
against Nolasco. Kennys Vargas drove in a run with a
blooper to short right field in the sixth. However,
Miguel Sano, who had doubled, ran through a stop
sign at third base and Eaton’s throw easily beat him to
the plate.—AP

Porcello pitches 5-hitter 

to lead Red Sox past Angels

ANAHEIM: Los Angeles Angels catcher Ryan Hanigan loses the ball as Boston Red Sox’s Dustin
Pedroia scores on a Xander Bogaerts double during the third inning of a baseball game in
Anaheim, Calif. —AP 

Sri Lanka 1st innings  117
Australia 1st innings 203 (R. Herath 4-49, L.
Sandakan 4-58) 
Sri Lanka 2nd innings 353 (K. Mendis 176; M.
Starc 4-84)     
Australia 2nd innings (Overnight: 83-3; Target:
268 runs)
J. Burns b Sandakan 29  
D. Warner b Herath 1   
U. Khawaja lbw b D. Perera 18  
S. Smith lbw b Herath 55  
A. Voges c&amp;b Herath 12  
M. Marsh lbw b Herath 25  
P. Nevill c Chandimal b D. de Silva 9   
M. Starc c&amp;b Sandakan 0   

N. Lyon lbw b Sandakan 8   
S. O’Keefe b Herath 4   
J. Hazlewood not out 0   
Extras 0   
Total (all  out,
88.3 overs) 161 
Fall of wickets: 1-2 D. Warner, 2-33 U. Khawaja, 3-
63 J. Burns, 4-96 A. Voges, 5-139 M. Marsh, 6-140
S.Smith, 7-141 M. Starc, 8-157 N. Lyon, 9-161 P.
Nevill, 10-161 S. O’Keefe
Bowling: 
N. Pradeep 6-3-16-0, R. Herath 33.3-16-54-5, D.
Perera 13-3-30-1, L. Sandakan 25-8-49-3, D. de
Silva 11-7-12-1.               
Result: Sri Lanka won by 106 runs.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at close of play on the fifth day in the first Test between Sri Lanka and Australia yesterday  in
Pallekele, Sri Lanka.

PALLEKELE: Australia’s Peter Nevill plays a shot as Sri Lankan wicketkeeper Dinesh
Chandimal and Dimuth Karunaratne watch on day five of their first test cricket match
in Pallekele, Sri Lanka, yesterday. — AP 

PALLEKELE:  Batsman Kusal Mendis’
fighting maiden test hundred backed up
by quality spin bowling from Rangana
Herath and Lakshan Sandakan led Sri
Lanka to only its second test victory
against Australia yesterday.

Chasing 268 to win the match
Australia was bowled out for 161 in the
second session of the final day handing
the hosts a comfortable 106-run win
against the No. 1 ranked team coming
from behind.

The victory is only the second for Sri
Lanka against Australia in 27 tests.
Australia has won 17.  The last victory for
Sri Lanka came in 1999 under Sanath
Jayasuriya’s captaincy. Sri Lanka was
bowled out for 117 runs in its first
innings and Australia gained an 86-run
lead by scoring 203 in its first innings.

Mendis hit 176 to turn Sri Lanka’s for-
tunes around as the hosts scored 353 in
its second innings. He was named player
of the match. Herath took nine wickets in
the match including five for 54 in the
second innings, his 24th five-wicket haul.
Sandakan took a match haul off seven
wickets on his test debut troubling the
more experienced batsmen.

After Australia lost eight wickets for
157 shortly after lunch on Saturday Peter
Nevill and Steve O’Keefe resisted valiant-
ly frsutrating the Sri Lankans. With O’
Keefe left out of the remainder of the
series because of a hamstring injury that
made running between wickets difficult,
the pair batted out 22.5 consecutive
maiden overs.

Their four-run partnership for the
ninth wicket lasted 97 minutes and took
178 deliveries before debutant off spin-
ner Dhananjaya de Silva had Nevill
caught behind for nine. Later Herath
bowled O’ Keefe out to seal the match
that came as a relief for the Sri Lankans
who had lost six of the last seven test
series. They could only beat a below par
West Indies last year.

“After a rough, tough six to eight
months we needed this victory and that
give us a lot of confidence going for-
ward,” Sri Lanka captain Angelo Mathews
said after the match.

“We are humbled by the victory but
still have a long way to go.” Mathews
credited 21-year-old Mendis for the
change in fortunes. Australia captain
Steve Smith said that his batsmen failed
to capitalize after a good bowling effort
that saw Sri Lanka being dismissed for a
low score in the first innings.

“I thought we were in a really good
position to get a much bigger lead than
86. We didn’t push on as much as we
would have liked,” Smith said. “I guess in
the third innings of the match we didn’t
do a great deal of wrong, I think Kusal
Mendis played an exceptional innings of
176 and that took the game away from
us.” Smith said he is disappointed with
yet another poor show in Asia.

Since winning its last three-match
series in Sri Lanka 1-0 five years ago,
Australia lost its matches in a series
against Pakistan in the United Arab
Emirates and on a tour of India - 2-0 and
4-0 respectively.

“It’s disappointing,” Smith said. “As I
said before the game we hadn’t played
all that very well in the sub-continent
conditions for a while now and it’s some-
thing that under my captaincy I sort of
want to change.”

The final day began with equal
chances of winning for both sides with
Australia needing 185 runs with seven
wickets in hand and Sri Lanka encour-
aged by a spin-friendly pitch. Herath
took three wickets in a rain-shortened
morning session dismissing Adam Voges
(12) caught and bowled, Mitchell Marsh
(25) and captain Smith (55) both lbw.

Fellow spinner Sandakan took a
return catch to dismiss Mitchel Starc to
end the morning session. Smith brought
up his 17th half-century cautiously fac-
ing 125 deliveries and hitting only one
boundary. He successfully reviewed a
catch behind decision against him at 54
but failed to capitalize on the reprieve.

Voges straight drove Herath in the
eighth over of the day which appeared
to come off the pitch. But on appeal for a
return catch the television umpire con-
firmed that the ball hadn’t hit the ground
before being caught. — AP

Sri Lanka beat Australia 

by 106 runs in first test

BULAWAYO:  Ross Taylor and BJ Watling scored centuries as New
Zealand closed in on victory against hapless Zimbabwe after day
three of the first test yesterday.  Taylor finished unbeaten on 173
and shared a sixth-wicket stand of 253 with Watling (107) to take
the touring side to 576 for six declared in their first innings, a lead
of 412.  Seamer Trent Boult then took three quick wickets as
Zimbabwe closed the day on 121 for five, still 291 runs shy of mak-
ing New Zealand bat again on what remains a flat wicket.  Craig
Ervine (49 not out) and captain Graeme Cremer (14 not out) will
resume in the morning, with the side hoping to have Regis
Chakabva and Sean Williams back after the pair missed the third
day through illness.

Zimbabwe came out all guns blazing in their second innings
and scored at close to six an over throughout, even as the wickets
tumbled. Hamilton Masakadza (four) steered a Tim Southee deliv-
ery to Taylor at first slip inside the first over before Brian Chari
(five) was bowled by Boult.

Boult induced an edge from Chamu Chibhabha (seven) to
Taylor and trapped debutant Prince Masvaure lbw for a golden
duck as Zimbabwe were reduced to 17 for four.  The wicket was a
150th in tests for the New Zealand seamer.  Ervine and Sikandar
Raza (37) launched a counter-attack, adding 69 in under nine
overs before the latter became the seventh victim of the match
for seamer Neil Wagner with a wild hack at a short delivery that
went straight up in the air and was caught by Tom Latham.

Ervine and Cremer delayed what seems the inevitable as they
saw the hosts through to the close.

New Zealand had resumed the day on 315 for four and lost
only nightwatchman Ish Sodhi (11) in the first two sessions as
Taylor and Watling plundered runs.

Taylor brought up his 14th test century from 191 balls, his first
score over 50 in eight test innings since he his 290 against
Australia in November last year.  Watling needed only 169 deliver-
ies to reach his ton, a sixth in test cricket.  —Reuters

Taylor sparkles as N Zealand close in on win

BULAWAYO: New Zealand’s batsman BJ Watling celebrates his century during
the third day of the first test match in a series of two tests between New Zealand
and hosts Zimbabwe at Queens Sports Club in Bulawayo yesterday. — AFP 
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RIO DE JANEIRO: Five things to know
about football at the Olympics in Rio:
The men’s football tournament runs
from August 4-20 with the 16 nations
split into four groups of four.

* The top two teams from each group
go into the knockout stages. There are
only 12 teams in the women’s tourna-
ment forming three groups of four
which starts on August 3. That allows
the two best third-placed teams to
progress to the last eight before quar-
ter-finals and semi-finals will determine
the gold medal matchup on August 19.

* There is a third-placed playoff
between the two semi-final losers for
the bronze medal in both competitions.

A gold in the men’s football tournament
in the final at the historic Maracana sta-
dium is one of Brazil’s most wanted as it
hosts the games for the first time.

* Having won five World Cups and
being crowned champions of South
America eight times, Olympic gold is the
only major honour to escape the
Selecao.  They have won the silver
medal three times with even the likes of
Ronaldinho, Ronaldo and previously
Neymar missing out.  Barcelona star
Neymar-who sat out the Copa America
in June to take part — returns to spear-
head a strong squad with Brazil heavy
favourites to finally break their duck
despite the presence of world champi-

ons Germany and eternal rivals
Argentina.

* Neymar will be one of three players
over the age of 23 each side is allowed
the select. The restriction introduced for
the 1992 Barcelona Olympics was a
compromise reached between football’s
governing body FIFA and the
International Olympic Committee (IOC)
to allow professional players to play
without rivalling FIFA’s prize asset the
World Cup.  Despite that Neymar is far
from the only world class talent to have
carried the hopes of his nation in the
Olympics.

* Lionel Messi won his only honour
with Argentina at the Beijing games in

2008 and Cristiano Ronaldo represented
Portugal in Athens in 2004.  However,
the restrictions only apply to the men’s
tournament. The women’s competition
is contested between full international
sides. Following on from the success of
taking football round the country at the
London games four years ago, many sta-
diums that hosted World Cup fixtures
two years ago will be used for both men
and women’s tournaments.  As well as
the Maracana-which will  host both
finals-and the Olympic stadium, games
will  be held in Sao Paulo, Brasil ia,
Salvador, Belo Horizonte and as far away
as the Manaus, nearly 3,000 kilometres
away from Rio in the Amazonian jungle.

Although not considered the peak of
the sport, men’s football has been in
every Olympics bar 1896 and 1932. The
first appearance at the Olympics dates
back to before the first World Cup and
changing regulations throughout the
decades has allowed for a far greater
variety of winners.  A total of 18 coun-
tries have landed gold with Hungary
and Great Britain leading the way with
three wins each.

Football  was introduced to the
women’s programme in 1996 and has
since been dominated by world champi-
ons the United States, who have won
four golds and a silver in the five games
since. — AFP

Five facts about football at the Rio Olympics

LOS ANGELES: Paris Saint-Germain midfielder Grzegorz Hrychowiak, (L), defender Thomas Meaner (R), and coach Unai Emery pose with their
jerseys after a press conference before their International Champions Cup (ICC) game against Leicester City F.C., at StubHub Center in Carson,
California on Friday. The two teams will meet at StubHub Center today.  — AFP 

LONDON: Fifty years on from the greatest
day in the history of English football, pes-
simists fear that the prospect of becoming
world champions again is as remote as it
has ever been.

On that day, Saturday, July 30 1966, the
nation came together in a manner rarely
seen since the end of the Second World
War as Alf Ramsey’s England side defeated
West Germany 4-2 after extra time to win
the World Cup for the only time.  In the
intervening years, the event has come to
be seen as an important part of British pop-
ular culture, exemplified in a book pub-
lished last year titled “1966: The Year the
Decade Exploded”.

As part of the anniversary celebrations,
British media are devoting acres of
newsprint to the triumph and BBC Radio 5
Live is broadcasting almost 12 hours of pro-
gramming based on it.

That will include a 90-minute phone-in,
in which football fans can be relied upon to
offer unfavourable observations about the
present state of the national team and
most of its predecessors.

Sam Allardyce has just been appointed
as the 12th full-time manager since Ramsey
was sacked in 1974. The best any of the
other 11 achieved was losing on penalties
in the semi-finals of the 1990 World Cup
(Bobby Robson) and Euro 96 ( Terry
Venables).  Germany, taking ample revenge
for 1966, won each of those matches and
went on to take the trophy.  In the last two
tournaments, England under Roy Hodgson
won only one game out of seven in total,
the 2014 performance being their worst

ever at a World Cup. Being knocked out of
Euro 2016 by Iceland was particularly
humiliating and offered no encouragement
towards former Football Association chair-
man Greg Dyke’s stated aim three years
ago of winning the 2022 World Cup.

“We should have won a tournament in
the last 50 years,” he said more recently.
“We haven’t. But we will win in the next 50
years, hopefully long before.” Others are
less convinced.

“We are blinded by the Premier League,”
former striker Alan Shearer told the BBC.

“We think it’s the best in the world for
talent. It’s not. We are totally reliant on for-
eign players and managers for excitement.
We are not as good as we think we are.” In
the circumstances it is hardly surprising
that the reputation of the boys of ‘66 grows
stronger with every passing year and each
tournament failure.

A number of the surviving team mem-
bers are suffering from ill-health, adding
further poignancy to memories of their
World Cup victory.

Nine of them survive, although at least
half a dozen have suffered from either can-
cer or serious memory loss.  Skipper Bobby
Moore died of cancer in 1993 aged 51, fol-
lowed by manager Ramsey in 1999 and
midfielder Alan Ball eight years later.

“As a team we remain great friends and
have kept in touch, but it is getting harder
to meet up with some of the guys now
because they are not well,” goalkeeper
Gordon Banks said this year. The consola-
tion is retaining their unique place in the
country’s sporting history. — Reuters

50th anniversary leaves English 
football with mixed feelings

PSG’s Krychowiak eyes 
Champions League glory

LOS ANGELES:  Poland international midfielder
Grzegorz Krychowiak said on Friday he had
moved to Paris Saint-Germain to power the
French giant to an elusive first Champions
League trophy.  The Qatar-backed club domi-
nates at home, having won four consecutive
Ligue 1 titles, but has never progressed beyond
the quarter-finals of Europe’s elite competition.

“PSG is one of the biggest clubs in Europe,”
said Krychowiak, who was in Los Angeles with
his new teammates for the pre-season
International Champions Cup (ICC).

“Coming here gives you the opportunity not
only to play in the Champions League but also
the opportunity to win it. And that motivates the
player, makes you want to come here and be
part of that adventure.” The 26-year-old won
back-to-back Europa League titles with Sevilla
before signing for PSG on a five-year deal earlier
in July for a reported 26 million euros ($28.9 mil-
lion). Krychowiak, who started his career at
Ligue 1 side Bordeaux, links up again with for-
mer Sevilla coach Unai Emery, now at the helm
of PSG.  “Every year PSG is progressing, evolving
and getting better, and I try to do the same in
my career,” said the midfielder, who was part of
Poland’s Euro 2016 squad eliminated in the
quarter-finals by Portugal.  “I went to Sevilla to
become a better player. That was the aim for me
going there, and in coming back to play for PSG-
one of the best teams in the world.”

Krychowiak was PSG’s second recruit of the
summer after French international midfielder
Hatem Ben Arfa from Nice.  The French champi-
ons have also secured the services of Belgian
international Thomas Meunier from FC Bruges,
pipping rivals from across Europe to get the deal
across the line.

‘FANTASTIC STORY’ 
The 1.90 metre (6ft 3in) right-back, 24, who

featured twice for Belgium at Euro 2016, has
signed a four-year deal for an undisclosed fee.
“When a club like PSG knocks at your door, you
can’t hesitate too long to make a decision,”
Meunier told reporters at the StubHub Center,
home of the LA Galaxy. “I asked myself a lot of
questions. Coming from the Belgian league,
would I be able to step up to the level played
here?”  But he added: “I couldn’t refuse PSG, I
couldn’t turn down coming to join one of the
top five European clubs.”

Emery took over at PSG last month from
Laurent Blanc, who won the domestic treble
twice in a row but failed to make substantial
progress in Europe.  The team faces surprise
English champions Leicester City today in the
ICC, an exhibition tournament which involves 17
clubs playing on four continents.

The Foxes, 5,000/1 outsiders in pre-season,
were crowned champions for the first time in
their 132-year history in May, beating much big-
ger rivals like Manchester United and Arsenal to
the title. “It’s a pleasure to see the Leicester City
story-it’s great for football,” said Emery. 

“It’s such a fantastic story that not only the
big teams can win the Premier League, but also
a small team like Leicester who can come up and
overcome all that competition. “Thanks to the
Premier League, their story has become recog-
nized worldwide, which makes tomorrow’s
match even bigger-the French champions
against the English champions.” —AFP

Allegri says absence of 
star names ‘positive’

HONG KONG: Juventus manager
Massimiliano Allegri believes the absence
of the club’s marquee names from their
pre-season tour of Asia might prove a
blessing in disguise as he prepares the
Turin giants for a tilt at an unprecedented
sixth straight Serie A title.  “It has given
young players their chance,” Allegri said
Saturday as the Juventus tour came to a
close.  “From what we have learned we will
go back to Italy now and some will stay
and some will move on to get experience
from other teams. So it has been very pos-
it ive.” This summer ’s European
Championship, coming on the back of a
hectic domestic season, meant the Italian
had to leave as many as 15 first-team reg-
ulars out of Juve’s tour through Australia
and then to Hong Kong.  But Allegri says
their absence gave him more time to focus
his attention on the likes of new signing
Miralem Pjanic, lured over for 32 million
euros ($35.6 million) from Roma, as well as
the Brazil ian duo of Alex Sandro and
Hernanes, who both joined Juve last year
and will be hoping for more game time in
2016.  Defender Medhi Benatia, recruited
on a season-loan from Bayern Munich, was
also put through his paces-and impressed-
as  did rising star Paulo Dybala, the 22-
year-old Argentinian coming fresh from a
breakout first season for Juventus that saw
him score 19 goals from 34 appearances
after crossing from Palermo.

Both Dybala and Benatia scored in
Juve’s 2-1 win over Tottenham Hotspur in
Melbourne on Tuesday, while 20-year-old
Spaniard Carlos Blanco lit up their 1-1
draw with Melbourne Victory last Saturday
with a 50-yard screamer.  Benatia looks
ready to add some bite to the Juve
defence with his forward runs and was
again on the scoresheet as the team
wrapped up the tour with a 2-1 win over
Hong Kong outfit South China.

“I’m very satisfied,” smiled Allegri. “He’s

been a ver y positive addition to the
squad.” The second goal came from 21-
year-old Lorenzo Rosseti, another of Juve’s
young guns to impress their manager
while their more seasoned teammates
were back home.

MERGING THE SQUADS 
Allegri  f lew out of Hong Kong on

Saturday night-no doubt hoping he would
arrive to hear the 100 million euro saga of
midfielder Paul Pogba’s “will he or won’t
he” transfer to Manchester United had
been put to bed. The 48-year-old had
throughout the tour pretty much avoided
all mention of whatever business might be
going on. “I don’t like to talk about the
market,” was his offering on the matter in
Hong Kong. “On Tuesday I will be back at
the club and talk about it then. What I can
say is I am happy with what we have done
on the market so far.” Allegri will hook up
with the rest of his squad on his return to
Juventus Turin base, among them club-
record signing Gonzalo Higuain,  the
Argentine striker captured for a reported
90 million euros from rivals Napoli.  It’s
hoped Serie A’s top-scorer last season with
36 goals from all competitions will add the
firepower needed to helped Juventus
break a European Champions League
drought that dates way back to 1996. Juve
were finalists two seasons ago and last
year fell in the round of 16 to eventual
champions Bayern.  Allegri said Higuain
would formally meet his new teammates
as the two squads-those on tour and
those left  behind-get together on
Tuesday.

“The plan is well defined,” said Allegri.
“We will merge the two parts of the team.
Those who have toured wil l  be more
advanced in their condition and we have
three pre-season matches left now before
the season starts to get everyone to the
same level.” —AFP

HONG KONG: South China player Chan Siu Ki (L) scores against Juventus during the foot-
ball match between Juventus and South China at Hong Kong Stadium yesterday. — AFP 

MANCHESTER: Veteran Swedish star Zlatan
Ibrahimovic said he is delighted his compatri-
ots will get to see the moment ‘everyone has
been waiting for’, namely his debut for new
club Manchester United in his homeland yes-
terday. Ibrahimovic will lead United’s front-
line in the pre-season friendly with Turkish
side Galatasaray in Gothenburg, Sweden,
after missing the club’s trip to China.

Ibrahimovic, who has had to wait till the
end of his career to play in the Premier
League having won titles in Italy, Spain,
France and the Netherlands, said it pleased
him his compatriots would be the ones to see
him don the United shirt for the first time
since arriving on a free transfer from French
champions Paris Saint Germain.

“Everybody has been waiting for that
moment,” a typically immodest Ibrahimovic
told the club’s television station MUTV refer-
ring to his first appearance.

“There has been a lot of talk and to make
my debut in my country will feel great. “I
think the fans are waiting for me to come
back and they are waiting to enjoy not only
me, but the team as well.

“Hopefully, we can give them a good

game and, at the same time, we are in the
preparation. “We need to keep focused, to
build up the physical part and the condition-
ing part but we will give them what they
want.” Ibrahimovic, 34, who retired from
international football following a disappoint-
ing Euro 2016 campaign in France, said he
had been impressed with the first few days of
training under United manager Jose
Mourinho, for whom he played at Inter Milan.       

“Positive vibes. They seem to be good
guys, quality players, they train very hard
and, during the training, are very focused,”
said Ibrahimovic. “The coach (Mourinho)—
he is direct, he is concrete, he says what he
wants and the players are adapting. So there
are only positive things.”

Ibrahimovic, who scored 156 goals in 180
appearances for PSG, said he didn’t feel his
age because of his attitude to training and
playing. “I believe in working hard,” he said.
“Not only in games but even in training.

“The way you train is the way you play in
the games-that’s my philosophy. Working
hard, training hard and feeling good. Then
you need to get the rhythm by playing
games.” — AFP

Ibrahimovic delighted 
to make United debut

GOTHENBORG: Manchester United’s new striker, Swedish Zlatan Ibrahimovic, exits the
team bus at the hotel in Gothenborg yesterday. Manchester meets Turkey’s Galatasaray in
a friendly match. — AFP
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TORONTO: Gael Monfils of France plays a shot against Milos Raonic of Canada during Day 5 of the Rogers Cup at the Aviva Centre on Friday in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.  — AFP

TORONTO: Frenchman Gael Monfils maintained his run
of brilliant form when he nullified Milos Raonic’s big
serve to eliminate the local favourite from the Rogers
Cup in Toronto on Friday. Monfils displayed his
renowned athleticism in a high-quality quarter-final,
relying on his lightning-fast court coverage to manufac-
ture a 6-4 6-4 victory over the losing Wimbledon finalist.

The 10th seed set up a semi-final against top seed
Novak Djokovic, who overcame poor serving and 33
unforced errors to beat Czech Tomas Berdych 7-6(6) 6-4
in an error-riddled match. Second seed Stan Wawrinka
and third seed Kei Nishikori will meet in Saturday’s oth-
er semi-final.

Five days after ending a drought of more than two
years by winning an ATP event in Washington, Monfils
took his hot form with him north of the border. The
capacity evening crowd did their best to lift powerful
Canadian Raonic, but Monfils, whose attitude has often
been questioned, did not buckle against the fourth
seed. Earlier, Djokovic staved off three set points in a
first set tiebreak before improving his career record
against Berdych to 25-2.

The Serbian admitted he was lucky to advance after
saving seven of eight break points. “Bit fortunate I must
say,” he said in an on-court interview. “My serve just was-
n’t right today. I just completely lost my rhythm, and he
was taking over control of my second serve, attacking it.

“On a quick surface like this you need a good serve.
Today it wasn’t to be but I won in straight sets. I must be
pleased with the way I hung in there. That’s all.” In the
afternoon session, Swiss Wawrinka advanced with a
comprehensive 6-1 6-3 victory over big-serving South
African Kevin Anderson.

“I started really well from the first game,” said
Wawrinka, a two-times grand slam champion who is
seeking his 15th ATP World Tour title. “It showed me that
I was ready, aggressive, moving really well.

“It’s one of the best matches of the year I played, I
think.  I was calm. Serving really good. Mixing a lot. I
was reading the game well, good in defence and found
a way to come back and attack.”

Next up for Wawrinka is Nishikori, who battled past
unseeded Bulgarian Grigor Dimitrov 6-3 3-6 6-2. The
Japanese player, who reached the final in Miami and

the last four in both Madrid and Rome in ATP Masters
1000 events earlier this season, emerged victorious in
a see-sawing encounter that lasted a little more than
two hours.

Earlier,  Romania’s Simona Halep rallied for a 3-6, 6-1,
6-1 victory over Svetlana Kuznetsova on Friday to set up
a semi-final showdown with Angelique Kerber at the
WTA Montreal tournament.  Halep, seeded fifth, will
have a chance to avenge her quarter-final Wimbledon
defeat at the hands of Australian Open champion
Kerber, who reached the final four in Montreal with an
emphatic 6-2, 6-2 victory over teenager Daria Kasatinka.

“It was very tough, I feel really tired now, she played
very well and she’s very strong so I knew it was going to
be like this,” Halep said.  “All I can say is that I’m very hap-
py I could win against her, because we always have
tough matches.”

Once Halep shook off some early nerves, she was
able to pressure the Russian veteran’s serve and was
rewarded when Kuznetsova surrendered an early break
in the second set with a double fault.

Halep seized control for good with an early break in

the third to keep alive her hopes of improving on her
runner-up finish in Canada last year-when she retired
from the final against Belinda Bencic with an illness.
While Kerber encountered little resistance against
Russia’s Kasatinka she said Halep would be another
matter.

“It’s going to be tough,” Kerber said. “We’ve played a
lot of good matches in the past.” In the day’s other quar-
ter-finals, world No. 121 Kristina Kucova’s fairytale run
continued on Friday night with a straight set win over
15th seeded Johanna Konta.The Slovakian qualifier,
who ousted Canada’s Eugenie Bouchard in the third
round, fashioned a 6-4, 6-3 victory to end Konta’s
impressive recent run and quash her hopes of becom-
ing the first British player in 32 years to reach the top 10. 

Kucova’s win sets up a semi-final clash with tenth
seeded Madison Keys who defeated Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova 7-6 (7/3), 1-6, 6-0.

“I cannot believe it, I’m so happy. There is no secret to
my success, I feel so good here, I get so much energy
from the crowd,” Kucova said. “Although I’m already a bit
tired but they help me through.” — Agencies

Monfils beats Raonic in Toronto, Djokovic wins

RIO DE JANEIRO: A ban on all Russian weightlifters dealt a new blow to
the country ahead of an International Olympic Committee meeting yes-
terday that will be dominated by multiple doping scandals.

New criticism of the athletes’ village in Rio added to the dark clouds
hanging over the Games which start in one week. The International
Weightlifting Federation (IWF) banned all eight Russian contenders-five
men and three women-entered for Rio.

About 117 Russian competitors from the 387 initially put forward by
the Russian Olympic Committee have now been banned from the
Games. They include 67 track and field athletes.

Weightlifting’s reputation “has been seriously damaged on multiple
times and levels by the Russians, therefore an appropriate sanction was
applied in order to preserve the status of the sport,” the IWF said. “We
would like to highlight the extremely shocking and disappointing statis-
tics regarding the Russian weightlifters.” Among those banned, Artem
Okulov is a world champion while Ruslan Albegov took a bronze medal
at the 2012 London Games and Tatiana Kashirina a silver. The IOC has
taken fierce criticism for not ordering a blanket ban on Russia after an
independent report said there was state-organized doping at the 2014
Sochi Winter Olympics. The IOC executive is to meet today to discuss the
crisis.  The full IOC meets from tomorrow.

MORE FEDERATIONS TO REPORT 
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) president Craig Reedie, who is

also an IOC vice-president, is to give a report on the agency’s activities
yesterday. Reedie had led calls for a blanket ban on Russia over the dop-
ing. The IOC decided last week however that individual sporting federa-
tions had to examine Russian entries and decide whether they should be
allowed to compete. The Olympic committee will take a final decision on

Russian entries based on the recommendations. It is not yet known
when this will be announced however.

Boxing, golf, gymnastics and taekwondo are among sports still to
have announced their decisions. A small fire at the Rio athletes village
on Friday, which forced the evacuation of the Australian elegation, left a
new stain on preparations for the Games.

Team spokesman Mike Tancred told AFP “there was a lot of smoke”
but that athletes returned after fire fighters controlled the blaze. “There
was no big drama,” he said. Australia had led a boycott over conditions at
the village last week. And Rio de Janeiro mayor Eduardo Paes lashed out
Friday at the Olympics organizing committee, accusing it of “serious
problems” in managing the village.

Paes blamed the Rio2016 committee for a slew of problems at the vil-
lage, which has been his public relations nightmare all week. “The ath-
letes’ village was ready. Then the organizing committee took charge for
three months, and there were extremely serious management problems.

“During those three months, people intruded into the apartments
and a lot of things were stolen,” he told O Estado de Sao Paulo newspa-
per. “The doors were left half-open. The organizing committee was care-
less, objectively speaking.” He said his office was informed of the prob-
lems only last week, despite a series of weekly meetings between his
staff and the organizing committee.

Paes’s week got off to a rough start Sunday when the Olympic village
opened to a boycott from Australia, which refused to move in because
of exposed wiring, leaking pipes, blocked toilets, unlighted stairwells
and other problems.

More than 600 plumbers have been working at the village this week
to make repairs. The Rio Games start on August 5 and run through to
August 21. — AFP

Blanket weightlifter 
ban new blow for Russia

RIO DE JANEIRO: A woman takes a selfie before an Olympic rings installation at
Copacabana beach in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, yesterday. The Olympic Games will run
from August 5 to 21, 2016. — AFP 
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LONDON: Pedestrians pass a branch of Lloyds Bank in London. Britain’s Lloyds Banking Group said it plans to eliminate 3,000 jobs and close 200 branches - the first big cuts announced since Britain voted to leave the European Union.— AP 

LONDON: Banks from Italy, Ireland, Spain and Austria fared
worst in the latest European Union stress test, which the
region’s banking watchdog said on Friday showed there
was still work to do in order to boost credit to the bloc’s
economy. Eight years since the collapse of Lehman
Brothers sparked a global banking meltdown, many of
Europe’s banks are still saddled with billions of euros in
poorly performing loans, crimping their ability to lend and
putting off investors. “While a number of individual banks
have clearly fared badly, the overall  finding of the
European Banking Authority - that Europe’s banks are
resilient to another crisis - is heartening,” Anthony
Kruizinga at PwC said.

Italy’s Monte dei Paschi, Austria’s Raiffeisen , Spain’s
Banco Popular and two of Ireland’s main banks came out
with the worst results in the EBA’s test of 51 European
Union (EU) lenders. “Whilst we recognize the extensive cap-
ital raising done so far, this is not a clean bill of health,” EBA
Chairman Andrea Enria said in a statement. “There remains
work to do.” Italy’s largest lender, UniCredit, was also
among those banks which fared badly, and it said it will
work with supervisors to see if it should take further meas-

ures. Germany’s biggest banks, Deutsche Bank and
Commerzbank, were also among the 12 weakest banks in
the test, along with British rival Barclays.

Monte dei Paschi, Italy’s third largest lender, had been
scrambling to pull together a rescue plan and win approval
for it from the European Central Bank ahead of the test
results. The Italian bank confirmed less than an hour before
the results that it had finalized a plan to sell off its entire
portfolio of non-performing loans and had assembled a
consortium of banks to back a 5 billion euro capital
increase. The EBA looked at how banks could withstand a
three-year theoretical economic shock which ended with
the Italian lender, the world’s oldest, having a core equity
capital ratio of minus 2.44 percent.

This was the third stress test in the EU since taxpayers
had to bail out lenders in the 2007-09 financial crisis, with
no pass or fail mark this time round. The test involved sce-
narios including EU economic output 7.1 percent below
the baseline over the next three years and a 20 percent
drop in interest income. “Based on these results European
banks do have deeper loss absorbing capacity than previ-
ously, but concerns clearly remain around profitability and

the appetite of equity investors to invest in bank stocks,”
said Steven Hall of KPMG. Analysts have informally set a
basic pass mark of 5.5 percent, the threshold set in the last
round of tests in 2014, and a weak result could raise ques-
tion marks over dividend payments.

More resilient
Like Monte dei Paschi, Allied Irish Banks was also below

the 5.5 percent level at 4.31 percent, but said it has under-
gone fundamental restructuring and is now sustainably
profitable. Markets will also look at how many banks were
able to maintain a core ratio of capital to risk-weighted
assets of 7 percent. This is a typical level for triggering the
writedown of bonds issued by banks to replenish capital.

Spain’s Banco Popular, Bank of Ireland and Austria’s
Raiffeisen all ended the test below this level at 6.62 per-
cent, 6.15 percent, and 6.12 percent, respectively. “We are
aware of our capital situation and have been implementing
for some time appropriate measures to strengthen our
capital base,” Raiffeisen CEO Walter Rothensteiner said.
Popular earlier said that it had fired its chief executive
Francisco Gomez after its profit was nearly wiped out in the

second quarter. It said the EBA tests had not included the
2.5 billion euro share issue it completed in May to clean up
toxic retail assets.

Deutsche Bank and Commerzbank both scored core
ratios of below 8 percent, although Deutsche said it was on
track to reach at least 12.5 percent by the end of 2018. Of
the banks tested, 37 are based in the euro zone and super-
vised by the ECB, which said the results reflected progress
in repairing balance sheets.

“The banking sector today is more resilient and can
much better absorb economic shocks than two years ago,”
said Daniele Nouy, who heads supervision at the ECB.

At the start of the test, the banks had an aggregate
core ratio of 12.6 percent, with all capital requirements
factored in. However, this fell to 9.2 percent by the end of
the test, a drop of 340 basis points, equivalent to 226 bil-
lion euros of capital. For the first time, the EU test included
the impact of conduct risks such as fines and settlements.
EBA said the total hit from conduct costs was 71 billion
euros. The largest impact was from credit or losses on
loans, totaling nearly 350 billion euros across all the banks
tested. — Reuters

No clean bill of health for EU banks 

Stress test results raise questions about profitability

DETROIT: German automaker Daimler AG broke ground
this week on a $500 million plant in Charleston, South
Carolina to build vans, with the company hoping at last to
avoid steep US import tariffs.  When the factory comes
online by the end of the decade, it may also help the com-
pany pay lower wages and circumvent labor unions.  

Volker Mornhinweg, head of Mercedes-Benz Vans at
Daimler, said the key reasons for putting the plant in
Charleston were the city’s excellent port operations and
logistics and because Daimler already operates a factory
next door.

Avoiding the 25 percent tariff that the United States
puts on imports of commercial vehicles was also crucial.
“We won’t have to pay the tariff,” he said, adding that the
Mercedes-brand Sprinter vans were currently built in
Dusseldorf, Germany and then shipped to the United
States where they are re-assembled. “It’s a logistical night-
mare,” Mornhinweg said.

South Carolina wages are markedly lower than those in
Germany and the governor, Republican Nikki Haley,
opposes organized labor.  “We discourage any companies
that have unions from wanting to come to South Carolina
because we don’t want to taint the water,” she told The
Greenville News, a local newspaper. Assembly line workers
get $18 an hour in South Carolina, according to Labor
Department figures. Hourly wages for German autowork-
ers are closer to $37 an hour. Frank Klein, director of oper-
ations at Mercedes-Benz Vans, said the company’s practice
was to pay a “competitive” wage wherever it builds a plant.

According to Mornhinweg, the new Charleston plant
should be operational around 2020, following the intro-
duction of the next Sprinter model, with some versions
capable of running on electricity or featuring driverless

navigation.  The new Sprinter will also fall under Daimler’s
Freightliner brand, part of its truck operations.

Daimler representatives touted their success in the US
commercial van market, which represents nearly a half-
million newly registered units per year and had tradition-
ally been dominated by General Motors, Ford Motor
Company and what is now known as Fiat Chrysler
Automobiles. The arrival of the Sprinter on the US market
helped popularize the European style of van, spurring
American makers to market their own similar, taller ver-
sions, suitable for different trades and cargos. 

The van can also be outfitted as an ambulance, accord-
ing to Bernhard Glaser, head of Mercedes-Benz Vans USA.
Mathias Geisen, head of marketing for Mercedes vans in
the United States, said the Ford Transit van had quickly
captured 50 percent to 60 percent of the market while
Mercedes held 8 percent to 9 percent based on current
sales.  The courier service FedEx now uses the Sprinter, he
noted.  Geisen said Ford enjoyed a robust, nationwide net-
work of dealerships, while the Ram ProMaster was built in
Mexico and therefore not subject to US trade barriers.

The Charleston plant will help even the playing field
for Daimler,  Geisen said.  Daimler is  not the only
automaker to set up operations in the southern United
States, where organized labor has struggled to make
inroads. Volkswagen, Nissan and Honda also maintain
auto plants which the United Automobile Workers has
yet to bring into its fold. According to Glaser, Mercedes-
Benz vans have risen in US sales for five straight years.
One of the Sprinter’s selling points will be its easy cus-
tomization to meet each customer’s needs. “You’re the
expert in your trade and your van is the tool to get the
job done,” Glaser said. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: An independent probe into the IMF’s han-
dling of European bailouts found that it bent its rules and
was vulnerable to political pressure as it embarked on the ill-
fated 2010 Greece rescue.  The International Monetary Fund’s
Independent Evaluation Office said in its report Thursday
that in the plunge into the euro-zone crisis, the Fund’s execu-
tive board was poorly informed and exercised too little over-
sight over decisions which taxed the Fund’s resources. And it
suggested that, led by and operating too closely with
Europeans, the Fund underestimated the risks in the
European economy and overestimated the region’s ability to
handle any problems.

The IEO report bluntly criticized the rush by the Fund’s
management, led former French finance minister Dominique
Strauss-Kahn up to May 2011, to join the European Central
Bank and European Commission in the crisis bailouts of
Greece, Ireland and Portugal. It questioned whether the Fund
had sacrificed its independence and ability to clearly assess
the situation in Europe after joining the bailout “Troika” with
the ECB and EC. The Fund too readily accepted the ECB and EC
decision to not restructure Greece’s massive debt, which
would have lightened Athens’ financial burden, before
embarking on the first 110 billion euro bailout.

“The IMF was kept on the sidelines in late 2009 and early
2010 when approaches to dealing with the developing crisis
in Greece were being debated in Europe,” the report said. “By
the time the IMF was invited to provide its expertise and
financing in late March 2010, the option of debt restructuring
at the program’s outset was off the table.” Debt restructuring
was later required after the first bailout program failed, and
even now, the IMF is demanding its European partners reduce

Greece’s debt load if it is to join the third rescue program.
The report said that the IMF management’s move to lend

Greece more than normally permitted was rushed through
the executive board, which represents the crisis lender’s
membership, with little discussion and understanding. That
raised eyebrows around the rest of the world, where IMF cri-
sis loans have been less flexible. “Weaknesses in the decision-
making process created the perception that the IMF treated
Europe differently. The procedure used for Greece was essen-
tially repeated for Ireland and Portugal,” the report said.

The IEO acknowledged that the European crisis was an
extraordinary, complex challenge, the first time the Fund
dealt with advanced economies in a currency union.
However, it said, in joining the Troika, “the IMF lost its char-
acteristic agility as a crisis manager. The IMF supported pro-
grams in Greece and Portugal incorporated overly opti-
mistic growth projections; lessons from past crises were not
always applied.”

It suggested that the IMF, by tradition always led by
Europeans, was too embedded in European sensitivities and
so not making clear-eyed assessments of economic risks. “At
the euro area level, IMF staff’s position was often too close to
the official line of European officials, and the IMF lost effec-
tiveness as an independent assessor,” the report said. The IEO
added that the IMF reliance on Troika partners left it lacking
flexibility, unable to change course when the Greece pro-
gram stumbled early on.  “IMF management and staff, hav-
ing decided not to push for debt restructuring for Greece,
did not make a case for it when the program’s likelihood of
success increasingly came into doubt, starting from the fall
of 2010.” — AFP

IMF ‘bent its rules’ in 

ill-fated Greece rescue

With new factory, Daimler 

skirts tariffs...and unions 
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

CURRENCY BUY SELL
ASIAN COUNTRIES

JJapanese Yen 2.971
Indian Rupees 4.521
Pakistani Rupees 2.896
Srilankan Rupees 2.082
Nepali Rupees 2.823
Singapore Dollar 227.930
Hongkong Dollar 39.078
Bangladesh Taka 3.865
Philippine Peso 6.450
Thai Baht 8.730

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 80.883
Qatari Riyal 83.317
ani Riyal 787.812
Bahraini Dinar 805.500
UAE Dirham 82.580

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 31.250
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 34.530
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.218
Tunisian Dinar 137.800
Jordanian Dinar 428.000
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.022
Syrian Lira 2.0162
Morocco Dirham 31.447

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.150
Euro 342.260

Malaysian Ringgit 76.025
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 46.035
Thai Bhat 9.695
Turkish Lira 101.620

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.391319 0.406319
Czech Korune 0.004314 0.016314
Danish Krone 0.040738 0.045738
Euro 0.0327885 0.0336885
Norwegian Krone 0.031333 0.036533
Romanian Leu 0.074498 0.074498
Slovakia 0.009051 0.019051
Swedish Krona 0.030979 0.035979
Swiss Franc 0.299214 0.310214
Turkish Lira 0.096447 0.106747

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.218594 0.230594
New Zealand Dollar 0.207096 0.216595

America
Canadian Dollar 0.224611 0.233611
Georgina Lari 0.137008 0.137008
US Dollars 0.299250 0.304250
US Dollars Mint 0.299750 0.304250

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003397 0.003981
Chinese Yuan 0.044080 0.047580
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037016 0.039766

Indian Rupee 0.004361 0.004771
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002791 0.002971
Kenyan Shilling 0.002986 0.002986
Korean Won 0.000257 0.000272
Malaysian Ringgit 0.071286 0.077286
Nepalese Rupee 0.002681 0.003031
Pakistan Rupee 0.002728 0.003018
Philippine Peso 0.006337 0.006637
Sierra Leone 0.000052 0.000058
Singapore Dollar 0.217947 0.227947
South African Rand 0.015083 0.023583
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001662 0.002242
Taiwan 0.009341 0.009521
Thai Baht 0.008331 0.008881

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.798072 0.806572
Egyptian Pound 0.027140 0.032258
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000182 0.000242
Jordanian Dinar 0.424763 0.433763
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000151 0.000251
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019363 0.043363
Nigerian Naira 0.001252 0.001887
Omani Riyal 0.781502 0.787182
Qatar Riyal 0.082511 0.083961
Saudi Riyal 0.079807 0.081107
Syrian Pound 0.001286 0.001506
Tunisian Dinar 0.132882 0.140882
Turkish Lira 0.096447 0.106747
UAE Dirhams 0.081166 0.082866
Yemeni Riyal 0.001371 0.001451

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.350
Canadian Dollar 232.955
Sterling Pound 402.010
Euro 340.030
Swiss Frank 295.260
Bahrain Dinar 801.930
UAE Dirhams 82.820
Qatari Riyals 84.035
Saudi Riyals 81.615
Jordanian Dinar 427.450
Egyptian Pound 34.064
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.081
Indian Rupees 4.520
Pakistani Rupees 2.888
Bangladesh Taka 3.860
Philippines Pesso 6.436
Cyprus pound 159.865
Japanese Yen 3.920
Syrian Pound 2.405
Nepalese Rupees 3.825

Sterling Pound 404.100
Canadian dollar 234.430
Turkish lira 101.860
Swiss Franc 316.110
Australian Dollar 233.120
US Dollar Buying 301.950

GOLD
20 Gram 270.610
10 Gram 138.220
5 Gram 69.960

Bahrain Exchange Company

KUWAIT: Saudi economic growth has slowed
markedly in the two years since oil prices
began their descent, impacted by a combina-
tion of tighter government control on spend-
ing, lower consumer confidence and slower
deposit and credit growth. As both the current
and fiscal accounts swung into deficit, foreign
reserves have fallen, debt issuance has
returned and markets remain anxious-stock
prices are down, interbank rates and CDS
spreads are elevated and speculative pressure
on the riyal has increased. Ratings agencies
responded by downgrading the kingdom’s
sovereign credit rating, citing concern over
weakening finances and fiscal buffers. 

Faced with the prospect of a prolonged
period of lower oil prices, the Saudi authorities
unveiled the Saudi Vision 2030 and the
National Transformation Program (NTP), the
kingdom’s overarching strategic vision and
tactical roadmap, respectively, for growth and
prosperity in the post-oil era. Wholesale trans-
formation of the Saudi socio-economic model
is envisaged, with the private sector, aided by
a dynamic and educated Saudi workforce,
driving the kingdom’s shift away from oil.
Fiscal sustainability, government efficiency
and labor market reforms are also top of the
agenda. 

Initiatives, such as spending cuts,
energy/utility subsidies cuts and the restruc-
ture of ministries have already begun. The
introduction of value added tax (VAT) and the
public listing of up to 5% of Saudi Aramco are
also in the works. The plans are undoubtedly
ambitious and will face significant challenges,
but the government’s determination, coupled
with the kingdom’s ample financial reserves,
should give cause for optimism. 

Real oil growth 
Real oil GDP expanded by 4.0% in 2015

after oil production surged to a record high of
10.2 million barrels per day (mb/d) on average.
Elevated output was a direct result of Saudi
Arabia’s twin strategy of maintaining market
share and progressing up the hydrocarbon
value-chain (ie more refined products). The
launch of the Satorp and Yasref refineries dur-
ing 2014-15 brought an additional 0.8 mb/d of
refined products output capacity. 

Looking ahead, we expect oil production to
average around 10.3 mb/d during 2016-17 in
order for the kingdom to maintain export mar-
ket share and to satisfy rising domestic
demand for refined products. Indeed, over the
next two years, more Saudi oil could be freed
up for export if natural gas is substituted for
crude in domestic power generation. The com-
missioning of the Was it gas plant this year
should eventually see the kingdom’s output of
gas increase by at least 15%, or 1.7 billion
cubic feet per day (bcf/d). This will provide a
boost to both oil and non-oil GDP, with the lat-
ter benefitting from the additional gas for use
as feedstock for downstream processes such
as petrochemicals production. Real oil GDP is
therefore forecast to expand by 0.5% and 0.6%
in 2016 and 2017, respectively.

Non-oil activity 
The key determinant of the performance of

the Saudi non-oil economy is government
spending. Last year, amid cutbacks in invest-
ment spending and tighter control of current
spending, non-oil growth moderated to 3.1%,
from 4.8% in 2014. We expect a further slow-
down in activity to 2.1% in 2016 as the author-
ities push ahead with more fiscal consolida-
tion. Reflecting the cooling of the economy,
key metrics of consumer and business activity
such as point of sale (POS) and ATM transac-
tions, private sector credit growth and the
Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) are sub-
dued, although there was a recent uptick in
some of the figures, most notably POS growth
data and PMI data, which came in at 5.8% y/y
and 54.2, respectively. 

Meanwhile, private sector credit was
expanding at 9.7% y/y in May, but has further
to go to meaningfully support activity in the
non-oil sector. Indeed, according to some
reports, the rebound in credit growth since
October’s low of 5.5% y/y may be more to do
with firms borrowing to ease cash flow con-
straints resulting from delays in government

payments than with an uptick in real business
activity. The authorities will be closely moni-
toring credit for further improvement, given
how important it is to the fortunes of the pri-
vate sector, a key sector in the Saudi Vision
2030. 

Inflation rises 
Inflation has accelerated sharply since fuel

and utility prices were hiked by the govern-
ment in January. The increase in consumer
prices, as measured by the kingdom’s cost of
living index, was of the order of 4.1% y/y in
May. The transportation category, which
accounts for 10% of the total index, posted the
most dramatic increase in 21 years, rising from
1.3% y/y in December to 12.6% in January
before slowing to 11.3% y/y in May, after the
government raised the price of gasoline by as
much as 67% in an effort to reduce its expen-
sive subsidy bill. Similarly, prices in the hous-
ing and utilities segment, which has the great-
est weight in the index with 20.5%, were up by
10.3% y/y as of May, they were near 4% y/y in
December 2015, after the government raised
water and electricity tariffs. 

Up until the implementation of these sub-
sidy cuts, consumer prices had been rising by
a relatively benign 2.2% y/y. Subdued food
and commodity prices and an appreciating US
dollar, to which the Saudi riyal is pegged, were
restraining imported inflation. Nevertheless,
while these trends are likely to persist over the
forecast period, inflation is expected to inten-
sify; second-round effects of the subsidy cuts
(ie as producers pass on higher costs to the
consumer) and the persistence of the long-
running housing shortage will provide upward
price pressure. We have therefore raised our
inflation forecast for 2016 and 2017 to 4.1%
and 4.2%, respectively. 

A third consecutive fiscal deficit is expected
in 2016 but subsidy cuts and reforms will put
the kingdom on a more sustainable fiscal foot-
ing. Saudi Arabia’s fiscal deficit widened signif-
icantly in 2015 to 15.3% of GDP from 2.3% of
GDP in 2014. This was due to a combination of
elevated expenditures, including King
Salman’s $23.4 bn accession bonus, and lower
oil revenues. Oil revenues fell by 51% in 2015
in response to lower oil prices. 

Still, the deficit was much better than the
21% of GDP that many had previously fore-
cast. The government kept a tighter rein on its
expenses than many had anticipated, cutting
capital spending by an estimated 29% and
overall spending by 12% to $260 bn.

Non-oil revenues also surprised, rising by
29% to $45.2 bn, as the government imposed
higher taxes on petroleum products and
accrued greater returns on its investments at
SAMA and the Public Investment Fund (PIF).

Balancing the budget through fiscal consol-
idation and tapping additional non-oil rev-
enue streams were among the dominant
themes in the Saudi Vision 2030 and its 4-year
tactical roadmap, the National Transformation
Program (NTP). According to the NTP, by 2020,
the authorities hope to have scaled back non-
essential capital expenditures, restrained cur-
rent expenditures by cutting public sector
wages by 5%, and increased non-oil revenues
by more than 200%, from SR 163.5 billion ($45
bn) in 2015 to SR 530 billion ($141 bn).

These non-oil revenue streams include:
higher fees for public services; new taxes on
cigarettes and soft drinks, so called ‘sin’ taxes; a
new GCC-wide value-added tax (VAT), which is
expected in 2018 at a rate of 5%; and taxes on
undeveloped urban land. A rough estimate of
the gain to the Saudi treasury resulting from
the introduction of a VAT could be in the order
of $9.6 billion, or 22% of non-oil revenues. This
would approximate to around 1.5% of GDP.
Further fuel and utility price hikes are also
expected over the next few years as the
authorities look to cut the costly subsidy bill
by SR200 billion (8.3% of GDP).  

Privatization of state entities is also a key
strategic objective. Chief among these will be
the sale of state oil giant Saudi Aramco (up to
5% of the company is expected to be floated)
and its incorporation in a restructured PIF, the
kingdom’s newly designated sovereign wealth
fund. According to our estimates, these initia-
tives should help narrow the fiscal deficit to -

11.4% of GDP in 2016 and -7.4% of GDP in
2017. 

Large foreign reserves 
The kingdom’s official foreign reserves

stood at $581 bn in May, declining by $98 bn,
or 14.5%, compared to a year ago. This equates
to a still healthy 26 months of import cover.
The rate of reserve drawdown has slowed in
2016, however, as the authorities increasingly
use debt financing. Last year saw approxi-
mately SR 98 bn ($26 billion) worth of govern-
ment bonds sold to local financial institutions,
which helped to cover just over a quarter of
the deficit. In 2016, the authorities augmented
their domestic bond issuance program with a
$10 billion syndicated loan obtained from for-
eign banks.  $10-15 billion sharia-compliant
Eurobond is also mooted this year. 

Public debt, unsurprisingly, has risen. From
a historic low of 1.6% of GDP in 2014, gross
public debt increased to 5.8% of GDP last year;
it should continue rising to 21% of GDP by the
end of 2017 at the current rate. This is, howev-
er, still an extremely low level of debt by inter-
national standards. Rising public debt along
with broader concerns over fiscal sustainabili-
ty, were the key reasons ratings agencies such
as Standard & Poor’s (S&P) and Moody’s down-
graded the kingdom’s sovereign rating this
year. S&P downgraded Saudi Arabia by two
notches to A- in January before Moody’s fol-
lowed suit with a one-notch downgrade from
AA3 to A1.  

Liquidity tightens 
The drop in oil prices has had a material

impact on deposit flows into the banking sys-
tem. Total bank deposits were contracting by -
3.4% y/y in May, led by declines in both gov-
ernment (-3.9% y/y) and private sector
deposits (-4.3% y/y). Money supply (M3) has
contracted for four straight months, falling to -
3.2% y/y in May. With overall deposit growth
lagging credit growth, the banking system’s
loan-to-deposit (LD) ratio increased to 86% in
May. Liquidity has consequently tightened,
along with a rise in interest rates; the 3-month
Saudi Arabia Interbank Offered Rate (SAIBOR),
for example, is up15 bps y/y at 2.23%, which is
its highest in 7 years.

In a move to alleviate some of the liquidity
constraints, SAMA recently loosened the LD
ratio, allowing banks to lend up to 90% of their
deposits (previously 85%). The government is
also concerned that its sovereign debt
issuance program could crowd out bank lend-
ing to the private sector, with negative eco-
nomic effects. Banks have already begun
reducing their lower-yielding cash, deposit
and treasury bill holdings at the central bank
and are shifting the liquidity into higher-yield-
ing sovereign bonds. As of May 2016, total
bank reserves at SAMA had declined by -24.2%
y/y (to $39.7 billion) and holdings of SAMA
bills had fallen by -73.2% y/y (to $16.3 billion). 

Consequently, reserves at SAMA, as a share
of total bank assets, have declined to 6.6%. On
the other hand, bank holdings of government
bonds increased by 192% y/y in May to $40.9
billion. At the same time, speculation that the
authorities would be forced to devalue the
riyal, in effect abandoning the 30-year peg to
the US dollar, reached its highest in about two
decades earlier in the year. The SAR: USD for-
ward exchange rate spiked by 975 forward
points over the spot rate to 3.85 on 12 January,
though it has since come off that high. 

The authorities, for their part, however, are
unlikely to shift away from an exchange rate
regime that has served them well in the past,
anchoring both the economy and inflation.
The dollar peg provides stability to trade and
income flows, especially given the fact that oil,
which is priced in dollars, continues to domi-
nate the Saudi economy. With the exception of
2015, over the last decade oil has accounted
for close to 90% of the kingdom’s export and
fiscal revenues. Meanwhile, 5-year credit
default swap spreads (CDS) remain high at 187
bps and very sensitive to changes in the out-
look for oil prices and Saudi Arabia’s fiscal situ-
ation. Since oil prices began falling in mid-
2014, Saudi CDS have climbed by more than
140 bps.

Saudi growth slowing; fiscal consolidation moves ahead
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NAYPYITAW: Myanmar’s government has released a
long-awaited economic policy, but the document
was noticeably light on specifics and will likely do
little to ease the concern of businesses that have
grown frustrated with the lack of a detailed plan. At
just three pages, the policy, launched by the
Ministry of Planning and Finance in the capital,
Naypyitaw, comes some eight months after Aung
San Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD)
won a resounding victory in a November election.

The paper broadly outlined 12 policies ranging
from prioritizing labor-intensive enterprises to the
privatization of some state-owned ones, but it

lacked detail or plans for how to accomplish the
goals. “To create human resources which will be
conducive to economic development and to devel-
op technologies and vocational education,” the gov-
ernment said in one of the points. Maung Maung
Win, deputy minister of finance and planning, told
Reuters the policy document was an “overview”, and
that more detailed plans on specific areas of the
economy would be released in future. But he said
he did not know when. “I cannot say the specific
date,” he said. “It will come, it will come.”

As well as NLD members and ministry officials,
diplomats and representatives of international aid

groups attended the launch. Han Tha Myint, a sen-
ior NLD member, said that those in attendance were
hoping for more insight as to how the government
planned to promote business and boost the econo-
my in the impoverished country of 51 million. “They
are asking for details, it is very vague,” he said.
“There are no specifics, objectives or those things.”
Members of the media were barred from attending.
Dr Sid Naing, country director for the Marie Stopes
international healthcare group, who also attended,
said many people were disappointed about the lack
of specifics.

The private sector has increasingly questioned
the NLD’s commitment to business as Suu Kyi, the

country’s leader, has focused her efforts on the
country’s complex peace process. 

Since April, the government has approved just
19 foreign and domestic investment projects after a
two-month delay in reforming an investment com-
mission that lead to a backlog of more than 100
projects. On Friday, Suu Kyi met members of two
ethnic minority armed groups, including members
of the United Wa State Army, believed to be the
largest and most powerful such group in the coun-
try. The Wa, who control large swathes of land on
the Myanmar-China border, have largely sat out
the peace process started by former President
Thein Sein. —Reuters

Myanmar government launches thin economic policy

YANGON: Two hotel high rise towers partially obscure the skyline of old Yangon with a view of
Yangon river in the background. Scores of historical buildings from the British colonial era have
already been razed by the flood of foreign investment that followed the end of total military rule in
2011 and has pushed the city into a development frenzy. — AFP 

YANGON: A rice straw bundle for feeding birds hangs from the door of the abandoned colonial
building that was the former headquarters of Burma Oil during the British rule. — AFP 

TOKYO: The Bank of Japan expanded stimulus
by doubling purchases of exchange-traded
funds (ETF), yielding to pressure from the gov-
ernment and financial markets for bolder action,
but disappointing investors who had set their
hearts on more audacious measures. The central
bank, however, said it will conduct a thorough
assessment of the effects of negative interest
rates and its massive asset-buying program in
September, suggesting that a major overhaul of
its stimulus program may be forthcoming. BOJ
Governor Haruhiko Kuroda said the bank was
conducting the review not because its policy
tools have been exhausted but to come up with
better ways to achieve its 2 percent target -
keeping alive expectations of further monetary
easing.

“I don’t think we’ve reached the limits both in
terms of the possibility of more rate cuts and
increased asset purchases,” Kuroda told reporters
after the policy meeting. “We will of course con-
sider what to do in terms of monetary policy
steps, based on the outcome of the assessment.”
At the two-day rate review that ended on Friday,
the BOJ decided to increase ETF purchases so its
total holdings increase at an annual pace of 6
trillion yen ($58 billion), up from the current 3.3
trillion yen. The decision was made by a 7-2 vote.

But the BOJ maintained its base money target
at 80 trillion yen, as well as keeping to the exist-
ing pace of purchasing other assets including
Japanese government bonds. It left unchanged
the 0.1 percent interest it charges on a portion
of excess reserves that financial institutions park
with the central bank. The dollar fell more than a

full yen on Friday at one point to as low as
102.825 and the Nikkei average tumbled nearly
2 percent, after the BOJ’s decision fell short of
expectations. The benchmark 10-year JGB yield
rose briefly to minus 0.170 percent, its highest
since June 24, as the BOJ held off on expanding
bond purchases.

“The BOJ did not live up to expectations,” said
Norio Miyagawa, senior economist at Mizuho
Securities. “Increasing ETF purchases makes no
contribution to achieving 2 percent inflation.
The BOJ won’t admit it, but it has reached the
limits of quantitative easing and negative rates.”
By coordinating its action with the government’s
promised $272 billion economic stimulus spend-
ing package, the BOJ likely aimed to maximize
the effect of its measures on an economy that is
struggling to escape decades of stagnation.
“Japan is conducting a powerful mix of flexible
fiscal policy and quantitative easing,” Kuroda
said. “The government’s stimulus package helps
reinforce this drive and is timely in achieving
sustainable growth with price stability.”

More stimulus coming?
The BOJ maintained its rosy inflation fore-

casts for fiscal 2017 and 2018 in a quarterly
review of its projections. It also left intact its
timeframe for hitting its 2 percent price growth
target, but warned that heightening uncertain-
ties could cause delays. Kuroda justified Friday’s
slight easing as aimed at preventing external
headwinds, such as weak emerging market
demand and Britain’s vote to leave the European
Union, from hurting business and household
confidence. But analysts say pressure from the

government and markets was largely behind the
move. Japan’s economy minister lobbied for
more BOJ action in the wake of Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe’s announcement of a bigger-than-
expected 28 trillion yen stimulus package on
Wednesday.

“The BOJ seems to have had no choice but to
ease policy this time as markets had factored in
fresh stimulus measures significantly. In addition
to that, there seems to have been political pres-
sure,” said Tsuyoshi Ueno, senior economist at
NLI Research Institute. Worried about their dwin-
dling policy options, some BOJ policymakers
have expressed doubts over the feasibility of
expanding an already massive stimulus program
that has failed to boost inflation. Such concerns
may be addressed when the BOJ conducts an
assessment of the effect of its current policies at
its next rate review on Sept 20-21, though
Kuroda ruled out the chance of modifying the
price target or the timeframe for hitting it.

He stressed that there was still more room to
deepen negative rates or expand bond purchas-
es. Some analysts say the review may lead to
more radical steps being proposed. “What’s
noteworthy is that the BOJ has promised to
review the effects of its policy at its next meet-
ing, keeping alive expectations of further eas-
ing,” said Shunsuke Yamada, chief Japan curren-
cy strategist at Bank of America Merrill Lynch.
“This makes the next meeting very important.
The yen is likely to be volatile until then.”-
Reuters

BoJ expands stimulus
Bank of Japan eases policy by doubling ETF buying 

TOKYO: Japan Airlines said its three-month
net profit more than halved as savings from
a decline in fuel costs could not make up
for weak travel demand at home and
abroad. Falling oil prices have helped the
carrier’s bottom line-fuel is often an airline’s
single-biggest expense. JAL said the
impact of killer earthquakes in April in
western Japan dented tourist travel to the
region and thus demand for flights, while
revenue on international routes slumped
amid “stagnant” demand.

The airline in a statement said net profit
in April-June dropped to 14.7 billion yen
($142 million) from 32.6 billion yen a year
earlier, as revenue inched down 4.8 percent
to 297.2 billion yen. JAL offered little detail
on the sharp profit decline but the Nikkei
business daily reported Thursday that
growing personnel costs on the back of a
pilot shortage as well as the negative
impact on travel due to terror attacks in
Europe were key factors.

Terror attacks, now often honing in on
so-called soft targets, including foreign
tourists, are expected to remain a “down-

side driver”, said Hiroshi Hasegawa, an ana-
lyst at SMBC Nikko Securities. Revenue
from JAL’s international services for the
quarter dropped 9.1 percent from a year
earlier. “Crude oil prices, which affect our
fuel purchasing costs, international passen-
ger revenue and international cargo rev-
enue, have been lower than the year
before,” JAL said.

The airline nevertheless left its full-year
forecast unchanged, projecting net profit
of 192 billion yen with sales at 1.343 trillion
yen for the fiscal year to March. But analyst
Hasegawa cited the rise of low cost carriers
as a worry for Japanese airlines in huge
regional market China. “The prospect for
aviation demand in China is another con-
cern in the wake of severe competition
with LCCs there,” he said. JAL re-listed its
shares in Tokyo in 2012 to mark a spectacu-
lar turnaround three years after it went
bankrupt with massive debts and saw its
stock delisted from the Tokyo Stock
Exchange. Rival All Nippon Airways is
scheduled to announce its quarterly earn-
ings next week. — AFP 

HONG KONG: British and Chinese securities
watchdogs are discussing an agreement
that will pave the way for landmark financial
services projects between the countries,
sources said, easing fears that Britain could
be a less attractive partner for such deals
after last month’s vote to leave the European
Union. Britain’s Financial Conduct Authority
(FCA) and the China Securities Regulatory
Commission (CSRC) are cooperating on a
regulatory framework for a scheme for dis-
tributing fund products in each other’s juris-
diction and a proposed London-Shanghai
link for trading shares, two people with
direct knowledge of the matter said.

Britain, home to the EU’s biggest finance

sector, has been pushing in recent years to
deepen its financial services ties with China,
which has agreed to these and other cross-
border financial services schemes as part of
the UK- China Economic and Financial
Dialogue (EFD) program. 

The UK’s  former Chancel lor  George
Osborne and Chinese vice premier Ma Kai
said at last September ’s EFD meeting in
Beijing that they would explore the creation
of a London-Shanghai equity link and mutu-
al funds recognition scheme, but neither
government has provided further details.
The formal cooperation between the FCA
and CSRC signals that the projects are going
ahead, with one source saying the discus-

sions had remained “very positive”. Some
market watchers had raised concerns that
leaving the EU, which puts in doubt the UK’s
future access to the trading bloc and its
“passports” to provide financial services
there, could scupper such projects by limit-
ing their potential scope and appeal. “So far
none of the cross-border exchange initia-
tives has been derailed by the risk of Britain
leaving the European economic area and
the associated passpor ting rights,” said
Frederic Ponzo, managing partner at finan-
cial services consultancy GreySpark Partners
in London. “What is clear is that the CSRC
and the FCA will not stop cooperating after
the vote to leave the EU,” he added.

A second source said the FCA and CSRC
were exploring a regulatory agreement simi-
lar  conceptual ly  to a  memorandum of
understanding (MOU) inked by the CSRC
and the Hong Kong Securities and Futures
Commission (SFC) prior to the launch of the
Hong Kong-Shanghai stock trading link in
November 2014. 

The Hong Kong-China MOU created a
framework for policing the scheme, includ-
ing sharing trading data and coordinating
on investigations, although it was not clear
if a UK-China cooperation would be as far
reaching, the sources said.

Details of the regulatory agreement may
be announced at the next EFD meeting in

the Autumn,  though this  has not  been
decided yet, both sources said. One said the
UK and China may also unveil cooperation
on so-called “fintech” initiatives. 

Both said,  however,  that  Br itain and
China did not  expec t  to announce any
major new financial services initiatives at
this year’s EFD meeting, the date for which
has not been set but will likely be held in
October or November in Britain, a third
source said, while both countries analyse
the implications of Britain’s exiting the EU.
The FCA declined to provide comment. The
CSRC, UK Treasury and Chinese Ministry of
Finance did not respond to requests for
comment. — Reuters

AMRITSAR: Indian vendor, Vikram Singh (unseen) sells Kara or Kada - bracelet made
of  steel or iron - at his roadside stall in Amritsar yesterday. Singh earns about 500
Indian rupees ($.50) per day.  — AFP 

Japan Airlines profit 
‘more than halved’

UK and China regulators discuss framework for financial projects

TOKYO: A man looks at clothing on sale at a shop in Tokyo. Japan’s Central Bank has opted for a modest expansion of its lavish monetary stimu-
lus to help perk up sluggish growth and combat deflation. — AP 
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NEW YORK: US regulators have issued
subpoenas to Goldman Sachs for docu-
ments related to the investment giant’s
dealings with the 1MDB Malaysian state
investment fund, a source close to the
probe told AFP on Friday. Subpoenas
were issued a few months ago by investi-
gators from the Department of Justice
and Securities and Exchange Committee
(SEC) the source said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

The investigators also want to inter-
view a Goldman Sachs employee over
the bank’s role, according to The Wall
Street Journal, which first broke the story.
The US officials, who base their authority
on the Foreign Corrupt Practices Act,
want to know why Goldman Sachs did
not report transactions deemed suspi-
cious that involve funds raised by bond
offerings worth $6.5 billion (5.8 billion
euros) for 1MDB, the source said. 

Goldman Sachs arranged for the bond
sale, and has collected some $590 million
in commissions for its work. The invest-
ment bank is collaborating with US regu-
lators, the source said, and is also provid-
ing information to regulators in
Singapore, which is also carrying out a
probe, The Journal reported. When con-
tacted by AFP, Goldman Sachs had no
comment. US regulators want to see if
Goldman Sachs followed US banking
laws that requires banks and financial

institutions to report suspicious transac-
tions.  Goldman has rejected any charges
linking them to corruption.

Malaysia has been gripped for more
than a year by allegations that billions of
dollars were looted from state invest-
ment fund 1MDB in an audacious cam-
paign of fraud and money laundering.
On July 20, the US Justice Department
filed suit to recover more than $1 billion
in assets it says were illegally purchased
using 1MDB funds. Later Singapore said
it had seized nearly $180 million linked to
the scandal-tainted fund. “ The
Department of Justice will not allow the
American financial system to be used as
a conduit for corruption,” US Attorney
General Loretta Lynch said on announc-
ing the legal action. 

Lynch said the funds taken from
1Malaysia Development Berhad had
been meant to help develop the
Malaysian economy. “Instead, they were
stolen, laundered through American
financial institutions and used to enrich a
few officials and their associates,” she
said. 1Malaysia Development Berhad, or
1MDB, is a state investment fund
launched and overseen by embattled
Prime Minister Najib Razak in 2009 short-
ly after assuming office. Both Najib and
1MDB have consistently dismissed alle-
gations of wrongdoing as political
attacks by his opponents.— AFP 

US agencies subpoena Goldman 
Sachs in 1MDB Malaysia probe

KUWAIT: Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE) ended
last week in the green zone. The Price Index
closed at 5,460.73 points, up by 1.29% from
the week before closing, the Weighted Index
increased by 0.18% after closing at 352.20
points, whereas the KSX-15 Index closed at
818.46 points up by 0.88%. Furthermore, last
week’s average daily turnover decreased by
19.42%, compared to the preceding week,
reaching KD 7.24 million, whereas trading vol-
ume average was 94.29 million shares, record-
ing an increase of 16.41%.

The three stock market indices ended the
week’s trading in the green zone, whereas
the Price Index was able to increase affected
by the quick speculative operations execut-
ed on many small- cap stocks,  and the
Weighted and KSX-15 indices were able to
realize gains as a result to the random pur-
chasing operations executed on some lead-
ing stocks. On the contrary, the market wit-
nessed quick profit collection operations
during the last week’s sessions that limited
the indices gains to some point, while such
operations could not push the market to the
red zone on the weekly level.

As per the daily trading activity, the market
was able to realize a grouped increase for the
three indices on last Sunday’s and Monday’s
sessions affected by the random purchasing
operations that targeted many previously
traded stocks, in addition to the quick specu-
lative operations which the small-cap stocks
received a portion of, plus the purchasing
activity witnessed by some listed investment
groups, amid an optimism about the financial
results for the first half of the current year.

Moreover, the market witnessed a fluctua-
tion at closing for the three indices in the mid
week session, whereas the price Index record-
ed a noticeable growth, while the Weighted
and KSX-15 indices declined by the end of the
session. Furthermore, the price Index was able
to realize a big increase in the same session
and was able to reach its highest level in
about 7 months, as a result to the support
received by the big increase recorded by the
National Consumer Holding Company’s stock
at the end of the session, where it recorded a
daily increase by 220%, which positively
reflected on the Price Index.

On Wednesday ’s session, the market
indices continued its fluctuation for the sec-
ond consecutive session, as the Price and
Weighted indices declined affected by the
profit collection operations that concentrated
on the stocks of previous different increases,
while the KSX-15 Index recorded good growth
supported by the random trading operations
that targeted some operational stocks.  

By the end of the week, the stock market
witnessed mixed performance for the three
indices whereas the Weighted and KSX-15
indices realized limited gain supported by the
purchasing operations executed on some
leading stocks,  especially the
Telecommunication sector,  while the
Weighted Index declined as a result to the
profit collection operations executed on the
small-cap stocks.

Moreover,  the market capitalization
reached by the end of last week KD 22.94 bil-
lion, up by 0.16% compared to its level in a
week earlier, where it reached then KD 22.90
billion.  However on an annual level, the mar-
ket cap for the l isted companies in KSE
declined by 9.21% from its value at end of
2015, where it reached then KD 25.27 billion.

As far as KSE annual performance, the price
index ended last week recording 2.75% annu-
al loss compared to its closing in 2015, while
the weighted index decreased by 7.73%, and
the KSX-15 recorded 9.10% loss.

Sectors’ indices
Seven of KSE’s sectors ended last week in

the green zone, while the other four recorded
declines, whereas the Banks sector’s index
closed with no change from the week before.
Last week’s highest gainer was the Industrial
sector, achieving 7.93% growth rate as its
index closed at 1,139.16 points. Whereas, in
the second place, the Health Care sector’s
index closed at 1,043.81 points recording
0.85% increase. The Telecommunications sec-
tor came in third as its index achieved 0.59%

growth, ending the week at 608.24 points. On
the other hand, the Consumer Services sector
headed the losers list as its index declined by
3.51% to end the week’s activity at 923.81
points. The Oil & Gas sector was second on
the losers’ list, which index declined by 3.50%,
closing at 762.29 points, followed by the
Technology sector, as its index closed at
989.54 points at a loss of 3.11%.

Sectors’ activity
The Financial Services sector dominated a

total trade volume of around 180.38 million
shares changing hands during last week, rep-
resenting 38.26% of the total market trading
volume. The Real Estate sector was second in
terms of trading volume as the sector’s traded
shares were 30.63% of last week’s total trad-

ing volume, with a total of around 144.41 mil-
lion shares. On the other hand, the Banks sec-
tor’s stocks were the highest traded in terms
of value; with a turnover of around KD 11.41
million or 31.53% of last week’s total market

trading value. The Financial Services sector
took the second place as the sector’s last
week turnover was approx. KD 8.83 million
representing 24.41% of the total market trad-
ing value. 

KUWAIT: The Banker offers one of the most presti-
gious annual awards reflecting excellence in the
global Islamic banking industry. This award is recog-
nition and appreciation of Ahli United Bank’s
achievements in offering distinguished and competi-
tive Islamic banking services in Kuwait. In a press
release to commemorate this award, Dr Anwar Al-
Mudhaf, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Ahli
United Bank, stated: “Ahli United Bank’s achievement
in receiving this award for the fourth consecutive
year underscores the distinct progress the Bank has
made in the Islamic banking sector in Kuwait. 

Despite fierce competition, we have continued
with our success since our transformation to operate
in accordance with the Islamic Sharia on 1 April 2010.
We provide a full range of banking products and
services that have consolidated the Bank’s pioneer-
ing status in the Kuwaiti market acquired throughout
the past 75 years. The Bank continues to win numer-
ous international awards and coupled with very good
credit ratings, reaffirms its sound approach in devel-
oping the right products and services for the Kuwaiti
market.

Dr Al Mudhaf added: “This award is to be added to
the growing record of Ahli United Bank’s many
achievements and successes. This would have been
impossible without the dedicated efforts of the Bank
staff and the confidence placed in us by our cus-
tomers and, furthermore, their appreciation of the
high quality of our banking products and services.
The excellence that the Bank has achieved represents
another challenge - a challenge to maintain the
gains, and retain the acquired reputation and leading
position.

Richard Groves, Ahli United Bank’s CEO, said on
this occasion: “We are very proud of winning this
prestigious award, especially as it is for the fourth
year in a row. It is further proof of our solid success
and the sound path which we tread. I sincerely con-
gratulate all my staff on this achievement which con-
tinues a series of accomplishments realized during
the past years. I also wish to express my gratitude to
all our customers and stakeholders for their business
and the confidence they place in us. Without them,
the winning of such awards would be impossible.
Thank you.”

Ahli United Bank wins ‘The 
Best Islamic Bank in Kuwait’ 

AUB wins for fourth consecutive year 

KSE ends in the green zone
Bayan Investment Weekly Report

NOUAKCHOTT: Production at a giant
Canadian-owned gold mine in Mauritania
will resume in August, the company said,
after operations were suspended in June
over a dispute with the government about
work permits. Work at the Tasiast site, one
of the main gold mines in west Africa,
stopped after the state ordered expatriates
whose work permits had expired to stay
home. That order came a month after work-
ers went on strike over plans by the owner
Kinross to slash costs.  ‘Operations of
extraction and treatment at the Tasiast

mine should resume normally in the first
half of August,’ said a statement from
Tasiast Mauritanie Limited, a local sub-
sidiary of Toronto-headquartered Kinross,
on Thursday.  

The resumption follows an agreement
between TLMSA and the government of
Mauritania to resolve the work permits dis-
pute, according to the statement.  In June,
the government intervened after a routine
inspection of the mine to ensure workers
had the necessary permits and that their
rights were being upheld. — AFP

Mauritania gold mine to reopen 
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WASHINGTON: US economic growth unexpectedly
remained tepid in the second quarter as inventories fell
for the first time in nearly five years and business invest-
ment remained weak, offsetting robust consumer spend-
ing. Gross domestic product increased at a 1.2 percent
annual rate after rising by a downwardly revised 0.8 per-
cent pace in the first quarter, the Commerce Department
said on Friday. 

In addition, the GDP growth estimate for the fourth
quarter was cut by five-tenths of a percentage point to a
0.9 percent rate. The three straight quarters of weak
growth suggest a significant loss of momentum that
puts the economy at the risk of stalling, but economists
expect growth to accelerate in the second half against
the backdrop of strong consumer spending. Though the
inventory drawdown weighed on GDP growth, that is
likely to provide a boost to output in the coming quar-
ters. Economists believe other drags to growth during
past quarters, including lower oil prices and a strong dol-
lar, are fading. They expected growth to average just
above 2 percent in the second half. “The US economy
just went through a meaningful inventory correction
cycle,” said Harm Bandholz, chief US economist at
UniCredit Research in New York. “In the past, those devel-
opments have even led to recessions, but given that
potential growth is slower these days and that other
headwinds occurred at the same time, one may actually
be tempted to highlight the economy’s resilience.”

Excluding inventories, GDP growth rose at a 2.4 per-
cent rate and domestic demand increased at a 2.7 per-
cent pace. Economists had forecast the economy grow-
ing at a 2.6 percent rate in the second quarter after a pre-
viously reported 1.1 percent expansion pace in the
January-March quarter. The weak GDP report is unlikely
to have an impact on the interest rate outlook, with the
Federal Reserve focused on the labor market and persist-
ently low inflation. The US central bank said on
Wednesday that near-term risks to the economic outlook
had “diminished.”

“We think they are unlikely to set monetary policy
according to wild swings in inventory, but rather labor
market dynamics and final demand, although the doves
will cite these numbers as a reason for more ‘wait and
see’,” said Paul Mortimer-Lee, chief North America econo-
mist at BNP Paribas in New York. The GDP report com-
bined with poor earnings from oil majors Exxon and
Chevron to pull down US stocks. The dollar fell to session
lows against a basket of currencies, while prices for US
government bonds rose.

Robust consumer spending Consumer spending,

which makes up more than two-thirds of US economic
activity, increased at a 4.2 percent rate - the fastest since
the fourth quarter of 2014 and accounting for almost all
the rise in GDP growth in the second quarter. Although
that rate of growth is probably unsustainable, a tighten-
ing labor market, rising house prices and still higher sav-
ings should underpin spending for the rest of 2016. In
the second quarter, income at the disposal of house-
holds after adjusting for inflation increased at a $13.92
billion rate from $13.81 billion early in the year. A sepa-
rate report from the Labor Department on Friday
showed labor costs increasing at a steady 0.6 percent
rate in the second quarter, matching the prior quarter’s
rise. Business inventories fell $8.1 billion in the second
quarter, the first drop since the third quarter of 2011,
after increasing $40.7 bill ion in the first quarter.
Inventories sliced off 1.16 percentage points from GDP
growth, the largest drag in more than two years. It was
the fifth straight quarter that inventories weighed on
output. Some economists said the inventory drop likely
reflected lower oil prices. “Our read is that the unwinding
of the energy boom has produced a larger drag than had
been previously reported,” said Mark Vitner, a senior
economist at Wells Fargo Securities in Charlotte, North
Carolina.

Business spending on equipment contracted for a
third consecutive quarter, the longest stretch since the
2007-2009 recession, though the pace of decline slowed.
Business spending on equipment fell at a 3.5 percent
rate after declining at a 9.5 percent pace in the first quar-
ter. Investment in nonresidential structures, which
include oil and gas wells, declined at a 7.9 percent pace
in the second quarter after rising at a 0.1 percent rate in
the prior period. Business spending has been hurt by the
cheap oil, which has squeezed profits in the energy sec-
tor, forcing companies to cut capital spending budgets.
Prospects for business spending are not encouraging.

Exxon Mobil, the world’s largest publicly traded oil
producer, on Friday reported a lower-than-expected
quarterly profit. Chevron, the second largest US-based
oil producer, posted a second-quarter loss on Friday, its
largest since 2001. Outside the oil sector, economists say
uncertainty over global demand and the upcoming US
presidential election are also making companies cau-
tious about spending. Investment in residential con-
struction and spending by the government fell, but
economists expect a rebound. Despite the lingering
effects of the dollar’s rally and weak global demand,
trade contributed two-tenths of percentage point to
GDP growth. — Reuters

SEATTLE: Genetically modified wheat not
approved for sale or commercial produc-
tion in the United States has been found
growing in a field in Washington State,
agriculture officials said Friday, posing a
possible risk to trade with countries con-
cerned about engineered food. The Food
and Drug Administration says genetically
modified organisms, or GMOs, are safe
and little scientific concern exists about
the safety of those on the market. But crit-
ics say not enough is known about their
risks, and they want GMOs labeled so
people know what’s in their food.

On Friday, President Barack Obama
signed into law a bill that will require
labeling of genetically modified ingredi-
ents for the first time. The legislation
passed by Congress two weeks ago will
require most food packages to carry a
text label, a symbol or an electronic code
readable by smartphone that indicates
whether the food contains genetically

modified organisms, or GMOs. Several
Asian countries temporarily banned US
wheat imports after genetically modified
wheat was found unexpectedly in a field
on an Oregon farm in 2013. It also
popped up in a field at a university
research center in Montana in 2014.

It wasn’t immediately clear how
altered wheat cropped up in Washington.
But the US Agriculture Department said
there is no evidence it has entered the
market. If it did, the FDA concluded that
“it is unlikely that the wheat would pres-
ent any safety concerns if present in the
food supply,” the department said. A
farmer discovered 22 plants in an
unplanted field, and the wheat was devel-
oped to be resistant to the herbicide
known as Roundup, created by seed giant
Monsanto, the USDA said. An agency
spokeswoman did not know where in the
state it was found.

Federal officials said they were work-

ing with the farmer to ensure that none of
the modified wheat is sold. Out of cau-
tion, the agency said it is holding and
testing the farmer’s full wheat harvest,
but so far it has not found GMOs. The
plants are a type of wheat that had been
evaluated in limited field trials in the
Pacific Northwest from 1998 to 2001 but
never commercialized, Monsanto said in a
statement. It said the type found in
Washington state is similar to the one dis-
covered in Oregon three years ago; it has
the same inserted DNA but in a different
location.

No variety of genetically engineered
wheat has been approved for commercial
use or production in the US. GMOs are
plants or animals that have had genes
copied from other plants or animals
inserted into their DNA. Most genetically
engineered crops are corn and soybeans
eaten by livestock or made into popular
processed food ingredients like corn-

starch, soybean oil or high fructose corn
syrup. Only a handful of modified fruits
and vegetables are available, including
Hawaiian papaya, some zucchini and
squash and a small percentage of sweet
corn. The FDA also has approved for con-
sumption a genetically engineered
salmon that would grow faster than tradi-
tional salmon, but it’s not yet available in
grocery stores. South Korea said Friday
that it will inspect US wheat imports for
genetically modified wheat, the Yonhap
News Agency reported. The Ministry of
Food and Drug Safety said it has asked
the USDA for information on the unap-
proved wheat and inspection methods.

The USDA said it has validated a test
that Monsanto developed for the herbi-
cide-resistant wheat, which would be
available to trading partners. “Trading
partners will get the tests. I believe that
once they have those in place, they’ll con-
tinue buying,” said Glen Squires, CEO of

the Washington Grain Commission, a
state agency that represents wheat farm-
ers. “We don’t anticipate any major dis-
ruptions.”

The USDA also said it has beefed up
oversight of genetically engineered field
trials and now requires developers to
apply for a permit for those involving
GMO wheat starting this year. In 2014,
genetically modified wheat plants were
found at a university research center in
Huntley, Montana, where it was legally
tested by Monsanto in the early 2000s.
The plants in eastern Oregon were found
in a field that had never conducted such
tests, and the USDA closed its investiga-
tion two years ago unable to determine
how the wheat got there. Different strains
were found in each state. The Washington
Association of Wheat Growers and the
Washington State Agriculture
Department referred questions to federal
authorities. — AP 

GMO wheat found in Washington could affect US trade

BRUSSELS: Growth in the euro-zone
halved in the second quarter, official data
showed, with analysts warning that the
consequences of Brexit could harm the
economy further later in the year. The
Eurostat statistics agency said economic
growth in the 19-nation single currency
bloc slowed to 0.3 percent in the April to
June period, with stagnation in France
largely contributing to the poor data.

This was down from a far more robust
expansion of 0.6 percent in the previous
quarter, though analysts had said that
result was due to a surprisingly warm win-
ter in Europe. The latest figures were in line
with forecasts of analysts surveyed by data
company Factset, and meant the euro-
zone grew by 1.6 percent over 12 months.

The period covered by the gross domestic
product (GDP) data largely pre-dates the
shock vote in late June by non-euro
Britain, which the European Central Bank
warned would negatively influence growth
in Europe for years to come. Signals so far
are that economic activity in the euro-zone
is proving resilient despite the vote, after
strong initial shocks rocked the financial
markets.

“The good news is that the economy
still has some momentum, though there is
little acceleration to be expected as long
as the Brexit story continues to inject some
uncertainty into the external environment,”
said Peter Vanden Houte, chief economist
at ING Bank in Brussels. Looking ahead,
“the third quarter started on a good foot-

ing, but it is probably too soon to start
downplaying the potential negative
impact of Brexit on euro-zone growth,” he
added. In the euro-zone, Spain managed
to grow a solid 0.7 percent despite political
deadlock since inconclusive elections last
December.

But French growth ground to a halt in
the April-June period, a disappointing
result for the euro-zone’s second-biggest
economy. Eurostat also announced that
euro-zone consumer prices rose 0.2 per-
cent in July after a gain of 0.1 percent in
June as the single currency bloc edged fur-
ther away from the dangers of deflation.
“The inflation data is likely to be the start
of a more sustained pick-up in price rises,”
said Jack Allen, European economist at

Capital Economics. The ECB last week
refrained from adding more monetary
stimulus to boost consumer prices in the
euro-zone, disappointing markets.

Slow euro-zone growth has seen infla-
tion slide in and out of negative territory,
threatening a dangerous downward spiral
of falling prices and wages. The ECB aims
to get inflation back to its long-term target
of two percent or just below, a level it
deems healthy for growth. Euro-zone
unemployment meanwhile was
unchanged at 10.1 percent in June com-
pared with May, but down from 11 percent
in June 2015, Eurostat said. The agency
said GDP growth for the EU’s 28 member
states as a whole stood at 0.4 percent, for a
year-on-year gain of 1.8 percent.— AFP 

Brazil unemployment 
rises to 11.3 percent

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s unemployment rate rose to
11.3 percent in the second quarter, official data said
yesterday, as a drawn-out recession continued taking
its toll. The figure stood three percentage points high-
er than the same period last year, said the government
statistics institute, IBGE. Latin America’s largest econo-
my entered recession in 2014. It remains in a deep
slump, weighed down by the fallout of a massive cor-
ruption scandal centered on state oil giant Petrobras
and political uncertainty caused by the suspension of
President Dilma Rousseff pending an impeachment
vote. Interim president Michel Temer is trying to get
the economy back on track with market-friendly
reforms, but the recession is forecast to last into 2017.
The gloomy outlook comes as the country prepares to
host the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, which kick off
next Friday. 

News
i n  b r i e f

Russian Central Bank holds 
key rate over inflation fears

MOSCOW: Russia’s central bank on Friday held its key
lending rate at 10.5 percent as inflationary pressures
weighed off against trying to spur a faster economic
bounce back. The Bank of Russia said in a statement that it
made the move as “the decline in inflation expectations
has stalled” but insisted that it remained on target to meet
its long-term targets of 4 percent inflation by the end of
2017. The majority of economists predicted that the bank
would hold the rate steady after trimming it in June for the
first time in almost a year. The Bank of Russia said that deci-
sion was down to decreased inflation risks but that it did
not signal the start of a cycle of cuts. The last few weeks
have prompted cause for caution over inflation as figures
for June saw household incomes that have been hit for
two years over the economic crisis rebound. The ruble also
remains volatile after a recent bounce back gave way to a
fall as oil prices have slipped down. The bank said that at
its next meeting it “will consider the possibility of a further
rate cut based on estimates for inflation risks and the align-
ment of inflation decline with the forecast trajectory.” 

Brazil’s Petrobras sells 
its first pre-salt oil field

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s scandal-plagued state oil
company Petrobras said it will sell off its first “pre-salt”
deep-water oil field to Norway’s Statoil in a bid to pay
off its massive debt. The Petrobras board approved
the $2.5 billion sale of its 66-percent stake in the off-
shore exploration block known as BM-S-8, the compa-
ny said in a statement. It said the sale was part of its
strategy to prioritize investment in “assets with greater
potential for short-term cash generation, capital opti-
mization and economies of scale.” Petrobras had said
in December it would start selling off its prized assets,
the deep-water offshore fields found in what is known
as the pre-salt layer some five kilometers (three miles)
below the Atlantic seabed. It said it needed the money
to get its books back in order after its debt soared by
more than 40 percent in 2015. The pre-salt fields hold
potentially massive amounts of oil, but it is technically
challenging-and eye-wateringly expensive-to reach.
Brazil’s Congress must still approve the pre-salt sales.
Currently, Brazilian law gives Petrobras exclusive rights
to the offshore fields, setting the company’s minimum
stake at 30 percent.

Taiwan ends contractions 
as it limps out of recession 

TAIPEI: Taiwan came out of recession in April-June, data
showed, as a pick-up in the island’s key electronics sec-
tor helped end a run of three successive quarterly con-
tractions. The 0.69 percent year-on-year growth beat
expectations and comes after newly elected President
Tsai Ing-wen pledged to kickstart growth, including
establishing a “Silicon village” for Asia. Traditionally an
export-driven technology hub, the island is home to
industry giants such as Foxconn and Taiwan
Semiconductor Manufacturing Company (TSMC), which
a key suppliers for Apple’s iPhone. But China has been
pushing to grow its own tech sector, with the develop-
ment of domestic smartphone brands and homegrown
hardware like Huawei, while sluggish global demand
has also acted as a drag. However, the latest growth fig-
ures show a rise in semiconductor, electronic compo-
nents and computer industries in the second quarter,
having fallen ten percent in the same period last year. 

Brexit dangers threaten
Euro-zone growth slows 

Mexico economy shrinks;  
industrial activity down

MEXICO CITY: Mexico’s economy retreated in the second
quarter as industrial activity fell while services stagnated,
official figures showed Friday. The gross domestic product
of Latin America’s second-biggest economy shrank 0.3
percent between April and June compared to the first
three months of the year, according to the INEGI statistics
institute. The primary sector, which includes agriculture
and mining, fell 0.1 percent while the secondary sector,
which includes industry, was down 1.7 percent. The serv-
ices sector posted zero growth. The contraction follows
growth of 0.8 percent in the first quarter of this year and
0.5 percent in the last quarter of 2015. On an annual basis,
the economy grew 1.4 percent in the second quarter
compared to the same period last year. 

US growth lackluster 

LONDON: British consumer morale suffered its sharpest
drop in more than 26 years after last month’s decision by
voters to leave the European Union, according to figures
that are likely to embolden Bank of England policymakers
to take action next week. Market research firm GfK said its
gauge of consumer confidence fell to -12 from -1 in June,
the biggest drop since March 1990 - when Margaret
Thatcher was prime minister and Britons were reeling from
interest rates rising to 15 percent.

The comparison ends there, however. Economists
expect the Bank of England to cut rates to a new low of
0.25 percent next week and possibly revive its bond-buy-
ing program, spurred by plunging business and consumer
morale since the June 23 vote. Consumer spending has
been a key pillar of economic growth, so the BoE will likely
be concerned that Britain’s headline gauge of consumer
mood has fallen so sharply, even if the actual level of the
GfK is still around levels seen in late 2013.

Business surveys overnight offered a mixed picture. A
survey of manufacturers from industry group EEF showed
business confidence dropped in factories across Britain,
particularly in south-east England and Wales. But a Lloyds
Banking Group survey showed business confidence
regained some lost ground after falling to a four-and-a-
half-year low immediately following the referendum. “The
latest GfK consumer confidence survey adds to the evi-
dence from other post-referendum surveys that have
warned of a potentially sharp correction in the economy,”
said RBC economist Sam Hill.

The GfK survey was worse than all forecasts in a Reuters
poll that suggested consumer confidence would tick up
from a reading of -9 in a one-off “Brexit special” version of
the survey published three weeks ago. Separate BoE data
showed consumer lending expanded last month at the
fastest pace since 2005 although a gradual slowdown in
the number of mortgage approvals persisted into June.

“The broader picture underscores the story told by the
Q2 GDP numbers earlier this week - the economy was
shrugging off political uncertainty in the run-up to the ref-
erendum,” said Elizabeth Martins, an economist at HSBC.
Official figures this week showed Britain’s economy
expanded 0.6 percent in the three months up to its vote to
leave the European Union, although most of this reflected
a surge in output during April. “The post-referendum indi-
cators suggest that this strength has fallen away since the
result,” Martins added, citing the GfK survey as an example.

The BoE lending figures mostly reflect lending that took
place before the vote, but there are signs that the Brexit
decision has already had an impact on the property mar-
ket. London-focused estate agent Foxtons blamed a 42
percent drop in first-half profit on the referendum, saying it
led to a fall in transactions which is likely to last until the
end of the year. The GfK survey showed pessimism about
the economy’s prospects in the next 12 months rose to the
highest level since April 2012, when Britain last flirted with
recession. Economists polled by Reuters earlier this month
said it was more likely than not that Britain will fall into
recession in the coming year. — Reuters

BOSTON: Passers-by walk near the construction site of a high-rise building in Boston.  —AP 

Inventories fall for the first time since 2011

Biggest drop in British 
consumer morale puts 
BoE on track to act

LONDON: Buses and pedestrians pass the Bank of
England in London. — AP 
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Employer branding is one of the most important
aspects of any business, large or small. A success-
ful employer brand strategy gives you a major
edge in the increasingly competitive market.
Simply put, your employer brand is your promise
to employees and future candidates; it tells them
what to expect from applying and working at your
company, and differentiates what you’re offering
from other companies fighting for top talents.
Here are a few tips from Bayt.com, the Middle
East ’s #1 job site, to help you build a great
employer brand for your company:

Introduce a health policy
The Bayt.com ‘Health and Lifestyle in the

Middle East and North Africa’ poll, March 2016,
revealed that 96% of professionals in the MENA
region believe it is an employer’s responsibility to
promote employees’ health and wellness. Health
and wellness benefits are among the top benefits
job seekers want to see when applying for a job.
Bayt.com, for example, encourages all employees
to lead a healthy lifestyle, both inside and outside
the office. Each employee has an annual fitness

allowance to join a gym of their choice, and our
pantries are stocked daily with fresh fruits and
vegetables for everyone to enjoy. 

Allow flexible hours
Flexible hours have become a common work

arrangement in many companies across the
region and the world today. Allowing employees
to work the stipulated work hours, but at timings
of their own choosing relieves stress for many pro-
fessionals who have obligations, such as dropping
their children to school in the morning or taking
care of an elderly parent, etc. This work arrange-
ment helps employees achieve a better work-life
balance, and in turn, yields happier, more satisfied
and more productive employees.

Hold regular events
It is no secret that we spend the majority of our

days at work, and this can lead to burnout if the
office doesn’t offer some form of relief. Every once
in a while, plan a fun activity for your employees.
This can be an office lunch or a picnic if the
weather permits. Always celebrate important

milestones, achievements and major holidays as a
team, and provide entertainment options at the
office. 

Provide training 
Career development plays a key role in the

lives of the majority (85%) of professionals across
the MENA region, and 82% would leave their cur-
rent company for better training opportunities, as
revealed in the Bayt.comCareer Development in
the Middle East and North Africa survey, January
2016. Ensure that you’ve implemented internal
and external learning structures and that you’re
fostering a culture of learning throughout your
company. This can be done via a multitude of
ways, such as online courses and seminars, social
learning and mentorship, in-house training pro-
grams, and even company-sponsored scholar-
ships for higher education. 

Promote your brand 
Social media is a great way of creating an

impression on customers and future employees.
Being active on social media and creating a con-

sistent employer brand helps people identify you
instantly. Make sure you create a company page
on Bayt.com and that your page is current and
regularly updated. Talking about your company
culture, your commitment towards employees
and enabling two-way communications helps
establish trust towards the company brand. This
could in turn attract top talent. According to the
Bayt.com ‘Social Recruiting in the Middle East and
North Africa’ poll, October 2014, 81% of profes-
sionals agree that online social platforms, such as
Bayt.com Specialties, are a good way for employ-
ers and job seekers to get together and engage in
industry-related questions and discussions.

About Bayt.com
Bayt.com is the #1 job site in the Middle East with

more than 40,000 employers and over 25,500,000
registered job seekers from across the Middle East,
North Africa and the globe, representing all indus-
tries, nationalities and career levels. Post a job or
find jobs on www.bayt.com today and access the
leading resource for job seekers and employers in
the region. 

5 ways to build a great ‘employer brand’ 

ISTANBUL: A crackdown in Turkey after a failed coup
could further weaken its institutions and threaten its
investment grade status, investors fear, as dismissals
and detentions stretch from the judiciary into the pri-
vate sector and even the central bank. Turkey has sus-
pended, detained or put under investigation more
than 60,000 soldiers, judges, teachers, journalists and
others suspected of ties to the network of US-based
cleric Fethullah Gulen, whom it blames for the July 15-
16 coup attempt.

What began as a purge in the security services and
judiciary has spread to commercial firms and financial
institutions. The head of research at brokerage AK
Investment had his licence revoked on Tuesday over a
report to investors analyzing the coup plot, while the
chief of Turkey’s biggest petrochemicals firm Petkim
was detained in connection with the events, the state-
run Anadolu news agency said. Turkish Airlines,
arguably the country’s most recognized brand, has
fired 211 staff over alleged links to Gulen’s religious
movement, while a source at the central bank said
purges of junior officials had also started there.

“It’s certainly fair to say that foreign investors are
concerned about the extent to which the purges will
impact stability over the near to medium term, and
what the impact on business confidence and invest-
ment propensity will be,” said Manik Narain, a London-
based strategist at UBS. Turkish officials dismiss sug-
gestions that the crackdown is too heavy-handed,
pointing out that never in Turkey’s history have its
own warplanes been used to bomb parliament as
they were during the abortive coup, and that many of
the more than 240 people killed were civilians.

But in investment banks and Western capitals,
many fear the purges are being used by President
Tayyip Erdogan to tighten his grip and erode the
already fragile independence of institutions including
the courts and the media. Moody’s said on July 18 it
was putting Turkey’s credit rating on review for a pos-
sible downgrade to junk status, citing, among other
things, the medium-term impact of the failed coup on
the country’s policy-making institutions and on eco-
nomic growth. Fitch has also said any downgrade
decision will depend on the extent to which the gov-
ernment’s reaction deepens political divisions and
weakens institutional independence.

Standard & Poor’s meanwhile cut its unsolicited
rating further into junk territory last week and
changed its outlook to negative, citing political con-
cerns following the failed coup. Turkey is rated at the
lowest investment grade rung of BBB-/Baa3 by Fitch
and Moody’s respectively, allowing its bonds to be
bought by more conservative funds that require a
country to be classed as investment grade by at least
two agencies. JP Morgan estimated in a recent report
that investors could dump around $10 billion worth of
Turkish bonds alone if the country’s rating is cut to
junk by one of the two agencies.

Government officials have been on a charm offen-
sive to try to ensure that does not happen: Turkey
needs to attract more than $200 billion annually to
finance its current account deficit and pay foreign
debt. Deputy Prime Minister Mehmet Simsek held
two conference calls to try to calm nervous investors
on July 17 and 21, telling them the failed coup would
ultimately unite the nation, ease political tensions,
and lead to stronger institutions.

But he also said the government, while maintain-
ing the rule of law, would look into every institution
including the treasury and central bank, as it investi-
gates Gulen’s network. “The main problem is the erad-
ication of meritocracy and the erosion of institutions...
It will be crucial how and on which criteria they
replace the purged personnel,” said Ugur Gurses, a for-
mer central banker and columnist. Central Bank
Governor Murat Cetinkaya declined to answer ques-
tions on any purges at his institution at a news confer-
ence on Tuesday, although he said a statement may
be made in the coming days.

Checks and balances
While Simsek, an ex-Wall Street banker who previ-

ously oversaw economic management, may be a reas-
suring voice, there are questions over his influence.
His powers were reduced when he was reappointed
in a new cabinet in May and others in government are
sending less comforting signals for investors. “Simsek
clearly sees the risks ... but there are limits to what he
can do,” Gurses said, drawing a distinction between
him and another deputy prime minister, Nurettin
Canikli.

“While Simsek is trying to calm down markets, the
steps taken by institutions reporting to Canikli are not
helping Simsek at all,” he said. The Capital Markets
Board (SPK), which reports to Canikli, cancelled the
licence of Mert Ulker, head of research at brokerage
AK Investment, over his report on the impact of the
coup, saying he had not “fulfilled his responsibilities”.
Ulker will face charges under articles 299 and 301 of
the penal code covering insults to the president, the
nation and state institutions, the SPK said.

“This kind of action will inevitably bring self-cen-
sorship, less criticism of policy, fewer checks and bal-

ISTANBUL: A woman walks past the headquarters of ‘Zaman’ newspaper, after being closed by the
government in Istanbul. The European Union has called the crackdown on media in Turkey ‘worry-
ing’ and warned Ankara to respect fundamental freedoms. — AP

TOKYO: A man looks at an electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo, Japan. — AP

Turkey’s investment grade hangs in 

balance as post-coup purges deepen

Moody’s has Turkey on review for possible downgrade

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al Danah daily
draws on 24 July 2016 announcing the
names of its winners for the week of 17 July
- 21 July 2016. The Al Danah daily draws
include draws each and every working day
for two prizes of KD1,000 per winner.  The
winners were: (Sunday 17/7) - Wajiha
Yousef Mohammed Behbehani, Ibtisam
Salman Husain Al-Shamali; (Monday 18/7) -
Michael Noronha, Sabah Rashed Jefat Al-
Shuraifat; (Tuesday 19/7) - Fahad Rabea
Salem Al-Muhammed, Kasem Mohammad
Al-Awad; ( Wednesday 20/7) - Zahraa
Mohammad Helal Al-Enezi,  Rabab
Mohammed Ismaeil Kamal; (Thursday 21/7)
- Walaa Ameer Ali Al-Haddad, Waleed
Mahdi Ashkanani.

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah 2016 draw lineup
includes daily draws (2 winners per working
day each receive KD1000). Al Danah’s 3rd
Quarterly Draw for the prize of KD500,000
will be held on September 29th. The final Al
Danah draw for 1 Million Kuwaiti Dinars will
be held on 5 January, 2017 whereby the Al
Danah Millionaire will be announced. Open
an Al Danah account now or deposit more
to increase your chances of winning the
Millionaire Draw! Five reasons why the Al
Danah account is the Best: (1) Kuwait’s sin-

gle biggest yearly cash prize of KD 1 Million.
(2) Kuwait’s biggest quarterly cash prizes,
up to KD500,000. (3) Two winners of
KD1,000 every working day. (4) The most
chances to win. (5) Only Bank that transfers
your chances to win from year to year.

Making millionaires 
Al Danah also offers a number of unique

services including: the Al Danah Deposit
Only ATM card which helps account holders
deposit their money at their convenience;
as well as the Al Danah calculator to help
customers calculate their chances of
becoming an Al Danah winner. Gulf Bank’s
Al Danah account is open to Kuwaiti and
non-Kuwaiti residents of Kuwait. Customers
who open an account and/ or deposit more
will enter the draw within two days. To take
part in the Al Danah 2016 upcoming quar-
terly and yearly draws, customers must
have an Al Danah account containing at
least KD 200; customers can visit one of Gulf
Bank’s 56 branches, transfer on line, or call
the Customer Contact Center on 1805805
for assistance and guidance. Customers can
also log on to www.e-
gulfbank.com/aldanahwinners, to find out
more about Al Danah and its winners. 

Gulf Bank announces winners 

of the Al Danah daily draws 

CAIRO: Egypt is in the “final stages” of negotiating
an agreement with the International Monetary
Fund to secure a $12 billion loan over three years,
while targeting more loans totaling $7 billion
annually, according to a Cabinet statement.
President Abdel-Fattah El-Sissi held a Cabinet
meeting to discuss economic developments,
including the IMF loan. Amr El-Garhy, the finance
minister, told the CBC TV network on Tuesday that
Egypt is discussing a total of $12 billion from the
IMF. He added that the rest will be negotiated
from other sources.

IMF Middle East and Central Asia director
Masood Ahmed said in a statement that an IMF
delegation will start a two-week visit to Egypt on
July 30 to continue the talks.  “The Egyptian
authorities have asked the IMF to provide finan-
cial support for their economic program. We wel-
come this request, and look forward to discussing
policies which can help Egypt meet its economic
challenges. Our goals are to help Egypt return to

economic stability and to support strong, sustain-
able and job-rich growth,” the statement said.

Presidential spokesman Alaa Youssef told
reporters that the meeting is aimed at finding the
necessary financial sources to help stabilize the
Egyptian economy. Years of unrest since the 2011
overthrow of longtime autocrat Hosni Mubarak
have taken a heavy toll on both foreign invest-
ment and tourism, which along with Suez Canal
revenues and remittances from Egyptians work-
ing abroad are the primary sources of foreign cur-
rency. Reserves fell 18.1 percent from June to
December, shrinking to $16.5 billion, before edg-
ing up to $17.546 at the end of June, according to
central bank data. Egypt had $36 billion in
reserves before the 2011 uprising. Egypt’s local
currency has been falling to new lows; the official
central bank rate is 8.78 Egyptian pounds to the
dollar, but the true price on Egypt’s robust black
market, according to media reports, is close to 13
to the dollar. — AP 

ances in the system, and this might be seen as part of
the institutional weakening that the ratings agencies
highlighted,” said Timothy Ash, a strategist at Nomura.
But he also noted Turkey’s institutions were already
weak, something the credit agencies needed to weigh
in the balance. “It would be naive to think that Turkey’s
legal and judicial system operated to anything close to
Western standards pre-coup ... Has the coup and sub-
sequent purge likely resulted in a meaningful deterio-
ration of the rule of law in Turkey? Actually likely not,
as the bar was set low anyway.”

High hopes
Finance Minister Naci Agbal told Reuters on

Thursday he had held a positive meeting with
Moody’s and that the agency “appreciates” the gov-
ernment’s fiscal discipline. He described S&P’s down-
grade as hasty and was hopeful neither Moody’s or
Fitch would follow suit. “I believe that the final evalua-
tions by Moody’s and Fitch will be positive. There is a
great deal of harmony between the suggestions of
Moody’s and Fitch for the Turkish economy and our
government’s targets,” he said in an interview.

Simsek said on Wednesday he wanted steps to be
taken to prevent ratings agencies from making “erro-
neous decisions”, adding there was no reason for any
downgrades. Cetinkaya said the central bank did not
expect any rating moves in August and played down
the possible impact of any cut. “Ratings are not the
only determinant of investment decisions, we have
seen that in the past,” he told Tuesday’s news confer-
ence, which was also attended by economists.
Moody’s will assess Turkey’s rating on Aug. 5 and Fitch
will release its assessment outcome on Turkey on Aug.
19. But a week is a long time in Turkish politics. While
raw economic data suggests Turkey does not deserve
a sub-investment grade rating, the government needs
to persuade the ratings agencies that it will uphold
the rule of law and is serious about forging ahead with
promised economic reforms, said Ozgur Altug, chief
economist at Istanbul-based BGC Partners. “Moody’s
seems to be more sensitive to political developments
than other agencies. Moody’s has kept Turkey’s out-
look at negative since April 2014, which is a very long
period for a rating agency,” he said in a report. “So
there is a sizeable risk of a downgrade.”— Reuters

WASHINGTON: Federal regulators say risk
remains heavy in large loans made by banks and
other financial institutions, though lending stan-
dards have improved. The Federal Reserve and
other agencies cite increasing risks in loans to oil
and gas producers as oil prices have fallen to
three-month lows. The regulators said their lat-
est examinations also showed continued high
risk from loans made to companies that are
already heavily in debt.

The steep decline in oil prices has hurt many
energy companies, making it harder for them to
repay their loans. The amount of large oil and
gas loans that are at risk of failing or already in
default doubled in the first quarter from the
same period in 2015, according to the agencies’
semi-annual review released Friday. Those loans
jumped to $77 billion from $38.2 billion. Overall,
the review found that loans at risk of failing or
already in default, plus those showing potential
weakness, remained high at 10.3 percent of the
total $4.1 trillion in large loans. That was up from
9.5 percent of a total $3.9 trillion a year earlier.
The review found that the level of problem loans
remained higher than in previous periods of

economic recovery and growth, raising concern
that future loan losses could increase significant-
ly in the near future. The regulators said banks
have improved their lending standards for loans
to heavily indebted companies - something they
have been pushing banks to do. Loans in the oil
and gas industry represent 12.3 percent of total
large loans outstanding. US banks posted
increased loan losses in the first quarter driven
by a huge jump in delinquent energy loans.

Oil prices have fallen dramatically over the
past couple of years, touching levels not seen
since the depths of the recession in 2009. They
now are running around $41 a barrel for crude
oil, down from a $100 high in mid-2014 - slicing
into the profits of energy companies and put-
ting projects on hold. As cash flow from oil sales
has trickled, some companies are straining to
repay their loans. Regulators are worried about a
heavy load of risky loans weighing on institu-
tions’ financial soundness and the potential
threat to the broader banking system. By con-
ducting the periodic reviews, they are seeking to
prevent the kind of risk-taking that touched off
the financial crisis in 2008.—AP

Still heavy risk in big bank 

loans, US regulators say

WASHINGTON: Photo shows the Marriner S Eccles Federal Reserve Board Building in
Washington. Federal regulators say risk remains heavy in large loans made by banks and
other financial institutions, though lending standards have improved. — AP 

NICOSIA: ExxonMobil,  Qatar Petroleum and
Capricorn Oil are among eight companies that
have applied for a license to carry out exploratory
oil and gas drilling in waters off Cyprus’ southern
coast, the Cypriot government said. These compa-
nies are seeking to drill in three neighboring
blocks, or areas, as part of a third licensing round
whose deadline expired last week.

France’s Total and Italy’s Eni have teamed up to
apply jointly for blocks 6 and 10. Eni is seeking a
license on its own for block 8 for which a consor-
tium made up of Capricorn Oil - a subsidiary of the
UK’s Cairn energy - and Israeli companies Delek
and Avner has also applied. Dutch Statoil Upsilon
and a consortium composed of ExxonMobil and
Qatar Petroleum International Upstream have also
applied for block 10.

Total and Eni had been granted drilling licenses
in previous rounds, as had Delek and Avner as part

of a consortium with Texas-based Noble Energy.
Noble found a gas field off Cyprus estimated to
contain more than four tril l ion cubic feet in
reserves. A discovery by Eni of a gas field in adja-
cent Egyptian waters last year that’s been touted as
the largest ever gas find in the Mediterranean sea
has lifted hopes that more deposits could be found
in Cypriot waters.

Eni Chief Executive Claudio Descalzi said this
month that exploratory drilling inside Cypriot
waters where the company is already licensed to do
so will begin next year.  Both Cypriot President
Nicos Anastasiades and the leader of the ethnically
divided island’s breakaway Turkish Cypriots,
Mustafa Akinci, have said that future oil and gas
revenues could partly finance the huge cost of a
reunification deal the two men are negotiating.  But
Akinci has warned that the start of drilling before a
deal is reached could renew tensions. — AP

Egypt asks IMF for a $12 billion 

loan amid struggling economy

ExxonMobil and Statoil among 

firms looking to drill off Cyprus
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NEW YORK: You’d be wrong to think that
Facebook’s Messenger app is all about messag-
ing. Although people typically install it on their
phones to chat privately with their Facebook
friends, Facebook also uses Messenger to bring
features and capabilities that might not make
sense, or even be possible, as part of the main
Facebook service. And of course, a separate app
gives Facebook even more advertising and other
moneymaking opportunities.

For that reason, Facebook is pushing users
to download the app, even though it takes up
valuable storage on the phone. The company
recently started blocking access to Facebook
messages from mobile web browsers on
Android phones in some markets. The ban will
extend to iPhones as well, though Facebook
isn’t saying when. Before you complain, consid-
er what a separate Messenger app offers
beyond simply typing words and sending emo-
ji back and forth:

Group chats
Messenger lets you easily add friends to

group chats so you can make dinner or travel
plans or just talk about your day. Although this is
also possible using your browser, it’s more con-
venient with the app. If kicking people off
mobile browser messaging is the stick to prod
people toward the app, the convenience of
Messenger is the carrot to lure users. Tapping
the “groups” icon at the bottom of the screen will
take you to existing group chats and let you
start new ones. You can add people to group
chats at any time, or leave the group. If you have
an often-used group chat, you can also “pin” it to
the top of your messages to make it easily acces-
sible.

Bots
Who wants to chat with people when you

can chat with ... bots? Well, most of us, but bear
with me here. Since April, Facebook has let out-
side businesses create “chat bots” that can send
you the news or weather, help you shop for
shoes or book plane tickets and hotel rooms.
You send a message to a brand’s bot just as you
would a friend; the difference is that the reply is
automated through software. The results can be
clumsy, as expected for such a new venture. But
bots can be helpful. Expedia, for example, lets
you search for hotels and book them by messag-
ing with its bot. Start by telling the bot where
you are going and when. After some back and
forth, the bot will give you hotel options. To
book, the bot will take you to Expedia’s website.
This is just the start. Perhaps one day, the bot
will be more useful by letting you book directly
through Messenger. David Marcus, Facebook’s
head of messaging products, has called bots
“overhyped in the short term and underhyped in
the long term.” Beware, though: Once you start
chatting with a bot, it’s going to keep sending
you messages, much like a chatty friend. CNN,
for example, will send news updates through
Messenger every morning.

Send or request money
Using your debit card, you can send money

to your Facebook friends using Messenger - as
long as they also have their card number

attached to their Facebook account. You can
also request money, in case your friends forgot
to pay you for those movie tickets and aren’t
answering their email. To use the payments
option, select the person you want money from
and tap “payments.” There are no extra fees to
send or receive payments, but you must use a
debit card - not a credit card.

Video calls 
Your mom isn’t on Skype? FaceTime isn’t cut-

ting it because your friend has Android?
Messenger offers yet another way to do video
calls on your phone. It’s free over a Wi-Fi connec-
tion. If you use cellular, you might get charged

for data by your phone company.

Play games 
How about some soccer - or football, as it’s

known in most of the world? Select a friend to
play with. Then, select Messenger’s emoji key-
board by tapping on the emoji icon on the left
side of your message window, right above the
keyboard. Tap the soccer ball icon and send it to
your friend. Then, tap the ball with your finger
and keep tapping it so it stays in the “air.” During
a recent, frustrating attempt, I had a high score
of just two - though that’s still one more than
what Portugal scored to win the Euro Cup this
year. — AP 

5 cool things you can do 

with Facebook Messenger

SAN FRANCISCO: An Associated Press reporter holds a mobile phone showing the Facebook
Messenger app icon. — AP 

In this July 13, 2016 photo provided by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, killer whales swim off the coast of Maui, Hawaii. — AP 

HONOLULU: Federal researchers returning
from a 30-day expedition to study whales
and dolphins around the Hawaiian Islands
said they are looking for clues to help sus-
tain healthy populations of the marine
mammals. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration scientists told
reporters Thursday that gathering data on
the animals is often difficult, especially
around the windward coasts of the
Hawaiian Islands.

The researchers worked from a large
ship, instead of using their normally small
survey boats, and explored the coasts of
the main Hawaiian Islands where wind con-
ditions and severe weather make it difficult
to navigate and remain at sea for extended
periods of time. The team also used a hexa-
copter drone to photograph the whales
and dolphins, something they have never
done before in this region. Using drones
allows researchers to get better images of
groups of whales because they are not dis-
turbed by the approaching boat, said
NOAA’s Erin Oleson, who led the expedi-
tion.

More accurate counts
The vantage point of the drone also

allowed them to more accurately count the
number of individuals in a pod, including
mothers and calves that sometimes stay
underwater. The number of calves helps
researchers gauge the whale’s reproductive
health. The perspective also allows the sci-
entists to get more accurate size estimates
for individual whales. “This is the first time
that we’ve used (drones) as part of our

research here in the Pacific islands, and it’s
also the first time it’s been used to estimate
group sizes,” Olsen said. “We wanted a way
of calibrating the observers.”

Olsen said there are over 20 species of
dolphins and whales around the Hawaiian
archipelago. The researchers took tissue
samples and attached satellite tags to
some whales to monitor their movements.
Understanding the animals’ movements in
conjunction with events like El Nino help
inform the researchers’ understanding of
the impacts of climate change and warmer
water temperatures.

The team had three separate encounters
with killer whales, which are rarely seen
around Hawaii. They found one pod of
orcas off the coast of Maui and another off
the coast of the Big Island.  Days after find-
ing the Big Island group, the researchers
found the same group again. One whale
they did not see but had hoped to was the
beaked whale. Using underwater acoustic
detection technology, scientists heard the
calls of an unidentified species of the elu-
sive beaked whale, but despite tracking
them for several hours the researchers nev-
er saw the creatures.  Beaked whales dive
to extremely deep levels and only surface
for air about once an hour, making them
hard to identify and study.

Olsen said whales and dolphins are a
critical part of the overall  ecosystem
around the islands.  I f  populations
decrease, as is the case with false killer
whales, the oceans food chain becomes
unbalanced and could impact the entire
ecosystem. — AP 

Drone technology assisting 

whale research off Hawaii

Apple: Over

one billion 

iPhones have

been sold

SAN FRANCISCO: Apple
announced Wednesday the sale of
its billionth iPhone, a milestone for
the company as it seeks to keep
momentum in a competitive
smartphone market. Chief execu-
tive Tim Cook made the announce-
ment at a staff meeting at the com-
pany’s California headquarters.
“IPhone has become one of the
most important, world-changing
and successful products in history,”
he said in a statement. “It’s become
more than a constant companion.
IPhone is truly an essential part of
our daily life and enables much of
what we do throughout the day.
Last week we passed another
major milestone when we sold the
billionth iPhone. We never set out
to make the most, but we’ve
always set out to make the best
products that make a difference.”

The news comes a day after
Apple reported a drop in iPhone
sales over the past quarter, a sec-
ond straight drop after uninter-
rupted growth since its introduc-
tion in 2007. Apple sold 40.4 mil-
lion iPhones in the quarter ending
June 25, down 15 percent from a
year earlier, highlighting concerns
over growth for the iconic smart-
phone. The quarterly results under-
scored the challenges for Apple,
which has built a huge business
around the iPhone but is unlikely
to see continued growth, due to a
saturated smartphone market and
increased competition. Apple has
been seeking to diversify its prod-
uct line and move into services for
a more stable revenue base, while
keeping users in its ecosystem with
offerings such as music, connected
cars and its Apple Watch. — AFP 

SAN FRANCISCO: Google parent Alphabet
beat expectations Thursday with robust profit
growth for the past quarter, fueled by gains
from its leading online advertising platform
on mobile devices. Second quarter profit
jumped 43 percent from last year to $4.9 bil-
lion. Revenue increased 21 percent to $21.5
billion, the California tech giant said, in results
that topped most analyst forecasts.

Alphabet chief financial officer Ruth Porat
called the results “terrific” and said they
“reflect the successful investments we’ve
made over many years in rapidly expanding
areas such as mobile and video.” “We continue
to invest responsibly in support of our many
compelling opportunities,” Porat said in a
statement. She said the gains came mainly
from “increased use of mobile search by con-
sumers, benefiting from our ongoing efforts
to enhance the mobile search experience.”
She also cited “solid growth in desktop and
tablet search as well as continued strength in
YouTube and programmatic advertising.”
Alphabet shares rallied 5.6 percent in after-
hours trade on the results.

The company announced a reorganization
last year that left Google as its main operat-
ing unit within Alphabet, with several others
representing “moonshot” investments in new
areas. The Google segment nonetheless pro-
duced almost all the revenues — $21.3 bil-
lion-and operating profit of $6.9 billion.
Advertising accounted for $19.1 billion in rev-
enue. The “other bets” line item showed $185
million in revenue and an operating loss of
$859 million. The new structure gives the tech
giant more ability to focus on its core busi-
ness, while offering startup-like flexibility to
long-shot, trailblazing projects. They include
self-driving cars, “Google Glass” smart specta-
cles, internet balloons, drones, health care
and Google TV-none of which have become a
major revenue source.

Advertising machine 
But Alphabet’s bread and butter comes

from online advertising, where Google domi-
nates the market.  The research firm
eMarketer estimates that Google accounts
for 30.9 percent of the total worldwide digital
ad market and 55 percent of search advertis-
ing, which is linked to its leading search
engine. Google unit chief Sundar Pichai told
a conference call that “the strength of the
quarter was about mobile.” Mobile, he said,
“has transformed the way that people con-
sume information and Google’s products
have become an essential and much loved
part of the experience.” The tech giant’s
Android operating system dominates the
smartphone market with a share of around
80 percent, which enables Google to offer
search and other services to handset users.
Analyst Colin Gillis at BGC Partners said
Google still has room to boost revenue.

“We remain highly positive on Google’s
ability to monetize its large user base includ-
ing seven products with over one billion
users each,” he said in a note to clients this
week. “Mobile clicks are likely to see increased
monetization as Google continues to experi-
ment with formats and presentation.” But
Google’s success and dominance have also
prompted scrutiny from regulators. The
European Union recently opened a third
investigation accusing Google of unfairly
blocking rivals in online advertising. 

EU officials are also probing Google’s
dominance in Android and whether it harms
rivals in online shopping. The rise of
Google/Alphabet, which is vying with Apple
to be the world’s most valuable company,
has coincided with a steep decline for Yahoo,
which this week announced a sale of its core
operations to Verizon for $4.8 billion, a far
cry from Alphabet’s market value of more
than $500 billion. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The US government is
expected to hit Facebook with a bill for
between $3 billion and $5 billion in back tax-
es, the social network has disclosed.
Facebook said it would challenge the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) assessment in the US
Tax Court when it becomes final. The tax bill
relates to a previously disclosed review of the
pricing of assets Facebook transferred to its
Irish subsidiary.

In a filing with regulators Thursday,
Facebook said it had received a notice this
week from the IRS about the review. “While
the notice applies only to the 2010 tax year,
the IRS states that it will also apply its posi-
tion for tax years subsequent to 2010, which,
if the IRS prevails in its position, could result
in an additional federal tax liability of an esti-
mated aggregate amount of approximately
$3.0 billion to $5.0 billion, plus interest and

any penalties asserted,” the filing said. “We do
not agree with the position of the IRS and will
file a petition in the United States Tax Court
challenging the notice.”

The news comes after Facebook reported
Wednesday a huge quarterly profit jump,
with net income leaping 186 percent from a
year ago to $2.05 billion and revenues surg-
ing 59 percent to $6.4 billion. The IRS revela-
tion is the latest highlighting tax questions
on the global operations of big tech compa-
nies. European Union officials have looked at
the tax liabilities of companies including
Google, Amazon and Apple. Some of the
firms have taken advantage of tax breaks
offered from Ireland, Belgium and
Luxembourg. Ireland has long been a favorite
location for multinationals because its 12.5
percent corporate tax rate is the lowest in the
28-nation EU. — AFP

CAMBRIDGE: A former Massachusetts Institute of
Technology computer science and electrical engi-
neering professor who helped usher in the personal
computing age has died. Robert Fano was 98. The
university says Fano died July 13 in Florida. Fano’s
work in the 1960s on time-sharing systems so multi-
ple people could use a computer at one time helped
pave the way for the more widespread use of com-

puters. His research spurred data-compression tech-
niques now used in high-definition TVs and comput-
er networks. He was also one of the world’s first open-
source advocates who saw computing as a public
utility that should be accessible to all. Fano was born
in Italy and moved to the US in 1939. He was on MIT’s
faculty from 1947 until 1984. He is survived by three
daughters and five grandchildren. — AP 

PARIS: National Security Agency leaker Edward
Snowden and transparency website WikiLeaks are
clashing over how best to handle the publication
of sensitive data, a spat played out over Twitter.
WikiLeaks has come under increasing criticism over
what it publishes, particularly following the release
of what the website advertised as emails from
Turkey’s ruling Justice and Development Party.
When a large numbers of emails turned out to be

little more than messages from ordinary citizens,
critics said WikiLeaks should have exercised better
discretion to protect innocent people’s privacy.
Snowden praised WikiLeaks on Thursday but said
their “hostility to even modest curation is a mis-
take.” WikiLeaks fired back , accusing Snowden of
“opportunism.” Such a public split is unusual.
WikiLeaks played a key role in getting Snowden
asylum in Russia in 2013. — AP 

Alphabet/Google increases 
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MOUNTAIN VIEW: This Thursday, June 30, 2016, file photo provided by Google shows the
Android Nougat statue at Google campus. — AP
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REDWOOD: This Monday, June 18, 2012, file photo shows Oracle headquarters in Redwood City, California.
Oracle is buying cloud company NetSuite in a deal valued at about $9.3 billion. Oracle CEO Mark Hurd said
in a statement on Thursday, July 28, 2016, that the two company’s cloud applications are complementary.
“We intend to invest heavily in both products - engineering and distribution,” he said.— AP 
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WASHINGTON: A senior senator is exam-
ining whether Medicare’s prescription
drug benefit is vulnerable to manipulation
by pharmaceutical companies that set very
high prices for medications. In a letter
Tuesday to Medicare’s top administrator,
Sen Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, said policy-
makers must ensure the Part D prescrip-
tion program serving some 38 million ben-
eficiaries “is free from exploitation,” and
asked if it meets that test as currently
structured. 

Grassley acted after The Associated
Press reported on Medicare data that show
spending for high-cost drugs covered
under the program’s “catastrophic” protec-

tion jumped by 85 percent in three years,
from $27.7 billion in 2013 to $51.3 billion
in 2015. The data include costs to taxpay-
ers, insurers and beneficiaries, as compiled
by Medicare’s number-crunching Office of
the Actuary.

Catastrophic coverage kicks in after a
beneficiary has spent $4,850 of their own
money. At that point, taxpayers cover 80
percent of the cost of medications. The
beneficiary’s share is limited to 5 percent,
while insurers pick up the remaining 15
percent.  The congressional Medicare
Payment Advisory Commission recently
warned that spending on the prescription
program is rising at an “unsustainable” rate,

singling out pricey specialty drugs covered
under Medicare’s catastrophic protection.

The commission urged Congress to
overhaul the benefit so that insurers bear
80 percent of the cost of catastrophic cov-
erage and taxpayers pay 20 percent. That
would give insurers more incentive to
negotiate lower prices with drug compa-
nies. Separately, the Obama administration
and Democratic presidential candidate
Hillary Clinton want to give Medicare the
legal authority to directly negotiate with
the pharmaceutical companies.
Republican Donald Trump has also sup-
ported opening the door to negotiations,
although GOP congressional leaders do

not. Polls show that regardless of political
affiliation, Americans want government
action to curb drug costs.

Medicare’s prescription program “is an
important part of the health care of many
Americans, but has recently seen an alarm-
ing trend in spending growth,” Grassley
wrote Medicare administrator Andy Slavitt.
“Do you believe there is potential for
exploitation of the catastrophic benefit as
it is currently framed?” Grassley asked.
Lawmakers who created the Medicare pre-
scription program in 2003 saw catastroph-
ic coverage as a way to protect seniors
with multiple chronic illnesses from the
cumulatively high costs of taking many

medications. The recent advent of drugs
that sell for $1,000 per pill is changing that.
Now some patients can land in the cata-
strophic benefit in short order.

An analysis of Medicare’s ten most
pricey drugs finds that the catastrophic
benefit is picking up an increasing share of
costs, meaning more exposure for taxpay-
ers. In 2013, there were four medications
among the top ten that had 80 percent or
more of their total costs covered by cata-
strophic protection. In 2015, seven of the
top ten priciest drugs had crossed that
threshold, according to Connecture, a
company that tracks drug prices paid by
health plans. —AP

Is Medicare drug plan vulnerable to exploitation? 

BANGKOK: A woman participates in daily exercise at the elderly day care center in Bangkok. —AFP 

LONDON: If you spend all day sitting, then you
might want to schedule some time for a brisk
walk - just make sure you can spare at least an
hour. Scientists analyzing data from more than
1 million people found that it takes about 60 to
75 minutes of “moderate intensity” exercise to
undo the damage of sitting for at least eight
hours a day. Not exercising and sitting all day is
as dangerous as being obese or smoking, they
found. And the added risk of parking yourself
in front of a television for 5 hours or more a
day after sitting at the office is so high even
the hour of exercise is not enough to reverse
the ill effects of sitting.

It has long been suspected that sitting a
lot ,  at  work  or  at  home,  i s  not  heal thy,
because it can weaken the heart, arteries,
bones  and muscles .  Be ing sedentar y  i s
known to be a risk factor for problems includ-
ing d iabetes,  hear t  d isease  and cancer.
Among other benefits, physical activity helps
prevent insulin resistance, keeps the brain
active and strengthens the heart, muscles
and bones. “We cannot stress enough the
importance of getting exercise, whether it’s
getting out for a walk at lunchtime, going for
a run in the morning or cycling to work,” said
Ulf  Ekelund of  the Nor wegian S chool  of
Sports Sciences in Norway, one of the study’s
authors, in a statement.

In the new research ,  exper ts  combed
through 13 papers with data on factors includ-
ing how long people spend sitting, their physi-
cal activity levels and their television-watching
habits. The majority of studies included people
older than age 45. All except one were done in
the US,  Western Europe and Austral ia .
Researchers found that people with the high-
est levels of moderate physical activity - 60 to
75 minutes daily- erased the higher risk of
death linked to being seated for more than
eight hours a day.  But even that exercise
regime was not enough to counter the hazards
of also watching more than five hours of televi-
sion a day.

The study’s conclusions suggest that cur-
rent guidel ines from the World Health
Organization - which recommend 30 minutes
of moderate exercise a day -  may not be
enough to offset the dangers of sitting. The
paper was published online Wednesday in the
journal Lancet. Lars Bo Andersen, who co-
authored an accompanying commentar y,
called the new research “very convincing.” He
said watching lots of television was probably
even worse than sitting at the office all day
because it likely includes other unhealthy
habits. “A lot of people don’t just watch TV,
they eat fatty snacks at the same time,” said
Andersen, of Sogn and Fjordane University
College in Norway.

Andersen said some cultures make it easier
than others to squeeze in an hour of exercise
every day, noting that in Denmark and much of
Scandinavia, about half of all people either
cycle or walk to work. But he said that getting
the recommended amount of physical activity
shouldn’t be overly arduous and doesn’t neces-
sarily mean going to the gym for an intense
workout. “If you are walking and can feel your-
self getting a little warm and your breathing is
a little heavier, that’s enough,” he said. “You
don’t have to be sweaty and out of breath to
get the benefits.”—AP 

To reverse damage of sitting, 

take a brisk, hour-long walk

60 to 75 minutes of exercise can undo sitting damage 

CHICAGO: The US Food and Drug
Administration has ordered blood banks in
Florida’s two most densely populated coun-
ties to stop collecting blood as health officials
determine whether Zika has begun transmis-
sion in the continental United States. Florida
has been investigating four possible cases of
local transmission in Miami-Dade County and
Broward County. It is the first US state to
report cases that may not be related to travel
to other countries with active outbreaks.

Zika has struck hardest in Brazil, where the
outbreak was first detected last year, and has
since spread rapidly through the Americas.
The virus can cause a rare birth defect, micro-
cephaly, in newborns whose mothers have
been infected, and is believed to be linked to
Guillain-Barre syndrome in adults. Zika most
commonly infects people via mosquito bite.
But reports of the virus being transmitted
through sex and blood transfusions has
prompted public health officials to recom-
mend additional precautions for sexual part-
ners and blood banks. In a statement posted
online on Wednesday, the FDA said blood
centers in the two Florida counties should
stop collecting blood until they can test each
unit or put in place technology that can kill
pathogens in the blood.

The FDA also recommended that nearby
counties implement the same measures as it
moves to prevent transmission of the virus
through the blood supply. OneBlood,
Florida’s biggest blood collection center, said
it will begin testing all of its collections for
Zika virus, effective July 29, using an investi-
gational screening test and that it is working
as quickly as possible to comply with the
FDA’s request. The FDA has authorized the
emergency use of several investigational Zika
screening tests, including products made by

Hologic Inc and Roche Holding AG.
The agency has also approved a pathogen

inactivation technology made by Cerus Corp
that kills the virus in blood platelets and plas-
ma. The company is conducting clinical trials
to show it can also kill pathogens in red
blood cells. The United States uses roughly 12
million units of red cells, four million plasma
units and two million units of platelets a year.
Unlike oxygen-carrying red blood cells, which
can be kept for 42 days in a refrigerator, or
plasma, which keeps for a year if frozen,
platelets have a shelf life of just four to seven
days. Platelets in general tend to be scarce
because there are fewer donors. It can take
up to two hours to extract platelets using an
apheresis machine, said Dr Richard Benjamin,
chief medical officer for Cerus. And because
of their short shelf life hospitals typically do
not keep much surplus. It can be hard to
source them from elsewhere, too. By the time
they are flown from one place to another
they may only have two days of life left. “All
we need is a few more Zika hotspots and
there will be a shortage of platelets across the
country,” Benjamin said.

The FDA’s action follows Florida’s
announcement that it had identified two
additional Zika cases - one more in each
county - that were not related to travel to an
area where the virus is being transmitted. A
CDC spokesman said on Wednesday that “evi-
dence is mounting to suggest local transmis-
sion via mosquitoes” in South Florida, noting
that the cases fit transmission patterns seen
with prior mosquito-borne outbreaks such as
Chikungunya. FDA said it will continue to
monitor the situation in Florida in coopera-
tion with the CDC and state public health
authorities and provide updates as additional
information becomes available.—Reuters

FDA try to protect blood 

supply amid Zika probe 

CHOLUTECA, Honduras: Nurses take care of babies born with microcephaly in the
Intensive Care Unit of the South Hospital in Choluteca, 130kms south of Tegucigalpa.
Honduras authorities said that eight children were born with microcephaly, most cases
associated with Zika and called on the population to fight the mosquito that transmits
the disease. — AFP 

STOCKHOLM: Worried that Swedes aren’t
having enough sex, the government wants
to analyze the bedroom activities of its citi-
zens in a major new study.  It’s been 20
years since the last in-depth study of the
sex habits of the Scandinavian welfare
state, so Public Health Minister Gabriel
Wikstrom says it’s high time for another
survey. One of the goals of the investiga-
tion, set to be completed in 2019, is to find
out whether there’s any truth to Swedish
tabloid reports that Swedes are having less
sex than they used to. “It’s important to
investigate whether that is the case and if
so, what the reason is,” he wrote Friday in
an opinion piece in the Dagens Nyheter
newspaper.  

If stress and other health issues are
affecting Swedes’ sex lives, he said, “that is
also a political problem.” Morgan Eklund, an
official in Wikstrom’s office, said the minis-

ter was referring primarily to a 2013 survey
of 3,000 people by the Aftonbladet tabloid,
which found that lovemaking is on the
wane in Sweden, a country with a reputa-
tion of being sexually liberated.  Eklund
said the survey was not scientific enough
to be used as the basis of government poli-
cies “but it points in a direction that can be
interesting to follow up.” 

In a separate article on the govern-
ment’s website, Wikstrom said the Social
Democratic-led government needs better
information about people’s sex habits to
guide its policies related to sexual and
reproductive health. “Sex is an area that
strongly influences people’s health, so we
can’t just talk about things like, for example,
venereal disease, but also things that are
positive and lust-filled about sex,” Wikstrom
said. The study will be carried out by the
Public Health Agency of Sweden.—AP 

Are Swedes having less sex? 

Government wants to know

‘Zika is here’ - mosquitoes 

now spreading virus in US

MIAMI: Mosquitoes have apparently begun
spreading the Zika virus on the US mainland
for the first time, health officials said Friday, a
long-feared turn in the epidemic that is
sweeping Latin America and the Caribbean.
Four recently infected people in the Miami
area - one woman and three men - are
believed to have contracted the virus locally
through mosquito bites, Gov. Rick Scott said.
No mosquitoes in Florida have actually been
found to be carrying Zika, despite the testing
of 19,000 by the state lab. But other methods
of Zika transmission, such as travel to a strick-
en country or sex with an infected person,
have been ruled out.

“Zika is now here,” said Dr Thomas
Frieden, director of the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. Still, US
health officials said they do not expect wide-
spread outbreaks in this country like those
seen in Brazil, in part because of better sani-
tation, better mosquito control and wider
use of window screens and air conditioners.
The virus has triggered alarm across the
Western Hemisphere’s warmer latitudes.
While most people who get Zika don’t even
know they are sick, infection during preg-
nancy can cause severe brain-related birth
defects, including disastrously small heads.  

More than 1,650 people in the mainland
US have been infected with Zika in recent
months, nearly all while traveling abroad. The
four people in Florida are believed to be first
to contract the virus from mosquitoes within
the 50 states. “This is not just a Florida issue.
It’s a national issue - we just happen to be at
the forefront,” Scott said. Florida agricultural
officials immediately announced more
aggressive mosquito-control efforts, and
Florida politicians rushed to assure tourists
it’s still safe to visit the state.  Some medical
experts said pregnant women should not
travel to the Miami area, especially if the visit
involves spending time outdoors. The CDC is
not issuing such advice, however.  

Health officials said the US might see
small clusters of infections. But “we don’t
expect widespread transmission in the conti-
nental United States,” the CDC’s Frieden said.
The four Florida infections are thought to
have occurred in a small area just north of
downtown Miami, in the Wynwood arts dis-
trict, the governor said. The area, known for
bold murals spray-painted across warehous-
es, art galleries, restaurants and boutiques, is
rapidly gentrifying and has a number of con-
struction sites where standing water can col-
lect and serve as a breeding ground for mos-
quitoes.

People in Florida’s Miami-Dade and
Broward counties are being tested to learn
whether there are more cases, the governor
said. “If I were a pregnant woman right now, I

would go on the assumption that there’s
mosquito transmission all over the Miami
area,” warned Dr Peter Hotez, a tropical medi-
cine expert at the Baylor College of Medicine
in Texas. He said that there are probably
more cases that have not been diagnosed,
and that people should not be surprised if
mosquitoes are soon found to be spreading
Zika in Louisiana and Texas as well. Earlier
this week, federal authorities told blood cen-
ters in the Miami-Fort Lauderdale areas to
stop collecting blood until they screen it for
the virus. Zika’s symptoms can include low-
grade fever, rash, joint pain, headaches and
inflamed eyes and typically last seven to 10
days. None of the four people infected in
Florida are showing symptoms anymore, offi-
cials said. Frieden said the evidence suggests
that the mosquito-borne transmission
occurred several weeks ago over several city
blocks.

It’s not unusual that no mosquitoes have
tested positive for Zika, said C Roxanne
Connelly, a medical entomology specialist at
the University of Florida and a past president
of the American Mosquito Control
Association.  It can take a couple of weeks
before an infected person shows symptoms,
and by then the mosquitoes that transmitted
the virus are dead, she said. “Believe it or not,
it’s difficult to find positive mosquitoes even
when you’re in the middle of an epidemic,”
Connelly said. “Sometimes you don’t know
where these people were infected. At home?
At work? Where they were playing baseball?”

Zika primarily spreads through bites from
a specific species of mosquito that is found in
urban parts of the South and peaks in num-
ber in August and September. There have
been more than 4,700 cases of mosquito-
borne Zika in Puerto Rico and other US terri-
tories. The cycle of infection inside a country
can start when a blood-sucking mosquito
bites a traveler who has returned from
abroad with the virus in his or her blood-
stream. The mosquito then bites someone
else, spreading the virus.

Health officials have been long predicting
this would happen in the continental US
sometime this summer, probably in Florida
and Texas, because of the types of mosqui-
toes that thrive there and the large numbers
of people who travel back and forth to Latin
America. Orange County Mayor Teresa
Jacobs, whose jurisdiction includes Walt
Disney World and other Orlando-area theme
parks, said tourists shouldn’t think twice
about coming to the Sunshine State. Florida
had more than 106 million visitors last year,
and tourism is the state’s biggest industry.
Florida’s theme parks “have mosquito control
down like no place else I don’t think on the
planet,” Jacobs said.—AP 

FLORIDA: Photo shows Miami-Dade mosquito control worker Carlos Vargas pointing
to the Aedes aegypti mosquito larvae at a home in Miami, Florida. — AFP 
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PANAMA CITY: Five people were sen-
tenced to prison in Panama Friday over a
2006 poison cough syrup scandal in
which hundreds of people died after
unwittingly ingesting a toxic compound
found in antifreeze. The verdict capped
years of investigation and a convulsion of
shock at the many deaths in this small

Central American nation. Officials say 400
people died when they drank the adul-
terated cough syrup, which had been
mixed and distributed by the national
health agency using an ingredient sup-
plied by a private company, Medicom. 

Some Panamanian organizations
believe as many as 10,000 people may

have died from the medicine. Medicom
had bought the ingredient, labeled “TD
glycerin”, from a Spanish pharmaceutical
firm, Rasfer International, which had pur-
chased it from a Chinese group, CNSC
Fortune Way Company, which had
sourced it from the Taixing Glycerine
Factory. In reality, the ingredient con-

tained high amounts of diethylene gly-
col, a poisonous, practically odorless liq-
uid which has a sweetish taste. The com-
pound can be used as a solvent, in brake
fluid, or in heating fuel, and is often
found in automobile antifreeze. The scan-
dal triggered investigations in Panama,
Spain and China. In Panama, 26 people

were charged over the matter, with 11 of
them prosecuted. On Friday, the legal
representative of Medicom in Panama,
Angel Ariel de la Cruz Soto, was sen-
tenced to five years in prison and fined
$6,000. The four other people sentenced
received terms of one year. Six people
were acquitted.— AFP 

Five jailed in Panama over toxic cough syrup

COLUMBUS: A drug used to sedate ele-
phants and other large animals, 100 times
as potent as the fentanyl already escalating
the country’s heroin troubles, is suspected
in spates of overdoses in several states,
where authorit ies  say they ’ve found it
mixed with or passed off as heroin. The
appearance of carfentanil, one of the most
potent opioids known to investigators, adds
another twist to the fight against painkillers
in a country already awash in heroin and
fentanyl cases. 

Each time authorities start to get a han-
dle on one type of drug, another seems to
pop up, said Joseph Pinjuh, chief of the
Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task
Force and narcotics unit for the US attorney
in Cleveland. “You feel like a kid with his fin-
ger in the dike, you know?” he said. “We’re
running out of fingers.” A man suspected of
selling carfentanil as heroin was indicted
this week in central Ohio on 20 counts,
including murder, in connection with a July
10 death and nine other overdoses that
happened within hours of one another. 

Some of the surviving users told investi-
gators they thought they were buying hero-
in, but testing found none, Franklin County
prosecutor Ron O’Brien said. The suspect,
Rayshon Alexander, pleaded not guilty.
Investigators are trying to track down the
source of the carfentanil. Ohio Attorney
General Mike DeWine said he was unaware
of any thefts of the drug, which, he noted,
could be shipped from abroad or produced
here. Chinese companies sell carfentanil
online, but it hasn’t shown up much in the
US drug supply, according to the US Drug
Enforcement Administration. There hasn’t
been much evidence of carfentanil on the
streets or in testing related to criminal cas-
es, said agent Rich Isaacson, a spokesman
for the DEA’s Detroit Division, which covers
Ohio. The drug has been suspected in over-
doses or found in seized drugs in central
Kentuck y,  in  Flor ida’s  Tampa Bay and
Sarasota areas and in other Ohio cities.
Akron authorities have seen more than 230
overdoses in July, 20 of them fatal, and
police said evidence of car fentanil  was
found in some of those.

The drug is  thought to be s imilar  in
strength to a painkiller known as W-18,
which has shown up in heroin in
Philadelphia, New England and Canada.
Such drugs up the ante in a market where
sellers already mix powerful painkillers with
or disguise them as heroin to increase their
products’ potency, which can increase over-
dose risks for users, especially when they’re
unaware of what they’re using. 

A traditional businessman might con-
clude that killing his customers is bad for

business, but dealers looking to increase
profits can find a burst of overdoses to be a
boon, helping to draw customers to their
product, Pinjuh said. “They know that’s the
high that’ll take you right up to the edge,
maybe kill you, maybe not,” he said. “That’s
the high that they want.”

Carfentanil is so powerful that zoo veteri-
narians typically wear face shields, gloves
and other protective gear - “just a little bit
short of a hazmat suit” - when preparing the
medicine to sedate animals because even
one drop splattered into a person’s eye or
nose could be fatal, said Dr. Rob Hilsenroth,
executive direc tor  of  the American
Association of Zoo Veterinarians. A loaded
syringe of a reversal drug is kept on hand
just in case, and the extremely limited car-
fentanil supply regulators allow for such
facilities are kept locked away and subject
to auditing, Hilsenroth said.

Investigators are taking the risks serious-
ly. In a bulletin to law enforcement agencies
last week, DeWine’s office discouraged
police from field-testing suspected heroin
or fentanyl for fear it contains carfentanil or
other potentially harmful synthetic opioids.
Instead, the office recommended sending
samples straight  to a  lab for  test ing.
DeWine said drugs used for animals have
showed up in street drugs before, but car-
fentanil is so new on the investigative scene
that the state’s crime lab didn’t even have a
standard for comparing samples. In some
suspected carfentanil cases, emergency
responders have had to administer multiple

doses of the overdose antidote naloxone,
often known by the brand name Narcan, to
save people, but even the antidote might
not be enough.—AP 

Elephant sedative emerges as 

new threat in overdose battle

Carfentanil, one of the most potent opioids

This undated file photo shows Rayshon
LaCarlos Alexander of Columbus, Ohio.
Rayshon Alexander has pleaded not guilty to
20 counts, including murder, following a
death and nine other overdoses that investi-
gators say were caused by drugs that buyers
thought were heroin, but were actually the
animal tranquilizer carfentanil, used to sedate
elephants and other large animals. — AP 

EL NURO, Peru: A worker unloads the catch of the day at the pier in Nuro, Piura,
northern Peru. —AFP 

WASHINGTON: The ocean has gotten nois-
ier for decades, with man-made racket from
oil drilling, shipping and construction
linked to signs of stress in marine life that
include beached whales and baby crabs
with scrambled navigational signals. The
United States aims to change that as a fed-
eral agency prepares a plan that could
force reductions in noise-making activities,
including oil exploration, dredging and
shipping off the nation’s coast.

“We’ve been worried about ocean noise
for decades, since the 1970s,” said Richard
Merrick, chief science adviser to the
National Oceanographic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) fisheries agency
and a key author of the agency’s more
detailed 10-year plan to be released pub-
licly later this year. “The question is, what
should we do now?” The draft plan calls for
developing noise limits and setting up a
standardized listening system. It would also
call for the creation of an online archive of
noise data that could hold thousands of
hours of recordings, which scientists could
then cross-reference against data on where
marine life congregates.

The plan urges more research on the
effects of noise on sea creatures and more
coordination with environmental and
industry groups, the military and govern-
ment. Some data is in short supply, since
NOAA has assessed the abundance of only
17 percent of the marine mammal species
that it is mandated to monitor. Noise also
takes on greater urgency with Arctic seas
increasingly open to shipping and develop-
ment with the melting of ice from global
warming.

Deafening nemo
The scientists behind the project admit

the ocean was never quiet. For millions of

years it was filled with sounds ranging from
the thunder of storms to the songs of
whales. But fish and marine mammals
evolved to coexist with those sounds, sci-
entists note. “A hundred years ago the
ocean wasn’t quiet, it was a dynamic
acoustic place. But now there is a lot more
human noise out there,” said Jason
Gedamke, head of the NOAA’s ocean
acoustics program. Man-made noise from
such work as pile driving, dredging, seismic
air guns used in the search for oil, sonar,
power-producing windmills and ice-break-
ing has raised the sound level dramatically.

Researchers have shown that off the
coast of California, for example, underwater
noise has risen several-fold in a few
decades, in part from an increase in ship-
ping. The increased noise interferes with
the sounds that marine animals use to
communicate, hunt and navigate. For
instance, blue whales twice the size of
school buses and sleek fin whales, known
as the “greyhounds of the sea” for their
speed, use songs to find food and mates.

Bottlenose dolphins - the kind made
popular through the 1960s T V series
“Flipper” - locate objects by bouncing
sound waves off them. Fish and crab larvae
use reef sounds for directions. Snapping
shrimp produce collapsing bubbles whose
sound waves stun prey and ward off preda-
tors. NOAA has long required noise permits
for one-off events, like drilling. The draft
plan would be the first to broadly set long-
term rules around noise levels. Many oil
companies already invest in quieter tech-
nology, and the European Union is also
developing targets for ocean noise.  The
United Nations’ International Maritime
Organization in 2014 adopted voluntary
guidelines to reduce underwater noise
from ships.—Reuters

Still waters - US to crack down 

on ocean noise that harms fish

SYDNEY: Australia will adjust its latitude
and longitude, a government science body
says, to put the vast country into alignment
with global navigation satellite systems.
The nation’s coordinates are currently out
by more than a meter, Geoscience Australia
says, and the discrepancy could cause
major headaches for possible new tech-
nologies such as driverless cars which
require precise location data.

“We have to adjust our lines of latitude
and longitude... so that the satellite naviga-
tion systems that we all use on our smart-
phones these days can align with all the
digital map information,” Geoscience’s Dan
Jaksa told the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation this week. Australia currently
moves north by about seven centimeters
each year due to normal tectonic motion
and Jaksa said the change was needed “to

keep pace with that”. He said smartphones
were already accurate to within 5-10
meters, but shrinking the gap would be
crucial in coming years, particularly with
greater use of remotely-operated vehicles
in farming and mining.

“(And) around the corner, in the not too
distant future, we are going to have possi-
bly driverless cars or at least autonomous
vehicles where, 1.5 meters, well, you’re in
the middle of the road or you’re in another
lane,” he said on Thursday. “So the informa-
tion needs to be as accurate as the infor-
mation we are collecting.” Australia’s local
coordinate system, the Geocentric Datum
of Australia, was last updated in 1994 and
officials believe it will be out by 1.8 meters
by 2020 unless corrected. New data on the
country’s coordinates is expected to be
available from 1 January 2017.—AFP 

Australia moving up 

in the world - literally
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The seventh edition of the Brand Icons
Awards presented by The Times Group
were held at Taj Vivanta in

Thiruvananthapuram, India on Friday. The
awards recognizes key icons and organiza-
tions that achieve outstanding results and
that set them apart as leaders in their own
spheres. TM Thomas Isaac, Minister of
Finance, Government of Kerala graced the
occasion as the guest of honor and present-
ed the Brand Icon Awards.

In recognition of his contribution
towards the growth of business across vari-
ous sectors around the world, Adeeb
Ahamed, Director, Lulu Exchange was hon-
ored with Global Businessman award.
Adeeb is a multifaceted professional who
also spearheads several other organizations
including Twenty14 Holdings and Tablez

Food Company. 
After successfully establishing LuLu

Financial Group as a reputed global foreign
exchange and money remittance enterprise
with more than 130 branches across the
globe within 7 years, Adeeb went on to set-
up Twenty14 Holdings, a hospitality invest-
ment firm which owns prestigious proper-
ties around the world including the Great
Scotland Yard in London, Steigenberger
Hotel Business Bay in Dubai and Fairfield by
Marriott in Kochi, among others.

“It is indeed a great honor to be recog-
nized among the top icons in the field of
business. The award will help me reaffirm
my commitment towards setting up new
benchmarks in the sectors I am involved
with. I would also like to congratulate my
fellow awardees who have carved a niche of

their own in their fields of expertise,” said
Adeeb Ahamed after receiving the award.

He further added, “This is a truly wonder-
ful initiative to recognize such enterprising
people, and this will go a long way in inspir-
ing the youth to take up business opportu-
nities. I would like to thank the Times Group
for this recognition and dedicate it to all my
associates at my organization.”

Many other noted luminaries were also
honored during the ceremony, including
Firoz Meeran, Managing Director, Eastern
Condiments Pvt Ltd, B Govindan, Chairman,
Bhima Jewellers, Professor N I Abraham,
Managing Director, NFC Finance and T S
Pattabhiraman, Chairman and Managing
Director, Kalyan Silks, among others. Adeeb Ahamed, Director, Lulu Exchange receiving the Global Businessman award from TM

Thomas Isaac, Minister of Finance, Government of Kerala during the Branch Icons 2016
event at Taj Vivanta in Thiruvananthpuram, India.

Lulu Exchange Director
honored with Global Businessman

award at Brand Icons

The first sip of coffee in the morning
is a blissful moment of sheer pleas-
ure. Inviting coffee lovers around

the world to savor this moment for
longer, the coffee experts at Nespresso
have created a new permanent addition
to their range - introducing Envivo
Lungo. An intense Lungo to enliven the
senses and help start the day right. 

New Envivo Lungo (intensity 9 on the
scale from 1 - 12) is the most intense of
the Nespresso Lungo range with a
sumptuous and unique flavor. This dark
roasted coffee is a blend of distinctive
Arabica from India with a Robusta from
Mexico, with roasted notes and rich
scents reminiscent of aromatic woods
and gingerbread. 

Alexis Rodriguez, Head of Coffee
Development at Nespresso commented,
“We carefully crafted Envivo Lungo with
a high proportion of Robusta coffee
beans to produce a strong, full bodied
coffee. We specifically use washed
Robusta which gives a more refined
taste to deliver a final product that is
intense but without any harshness on
the palate.”

The Nespresso intensity scale has
been created to help consumers differen-
tiate between their favourite Grands
Crus. The intensity is defined by looking
at three aspects - an evaluation of the
roasted notes, the bitterness and the
body. Envivo Lungo is ranked towards
the top of this scale at intensity level 9
meaning that those who enjoy a long,
intense cup of coffee in the morning now
have the perfect option that offers deli-
cious caramelised notes. When creating
the new Grand Cru, the Nespresso coffee
experts were inspired by the traditional
morning coffee that many consumers
savour with milk in a longer serving size
so Envivo Lungo also marries perfectly
with milk, maintaining its distinctive
intense flavour for a deliciously rich and
full-bodied start to the day.

Envivo Lungo joins the range of five
existing Nespresso Lungos, all designed
to be enjoyed at a 110ml serving size:

* Fortissio Lungo - Intensity 8 - Rich
and full-bodied

• Linzio Lungo - Intensity 4 - Round
and smooth

• Vivalto Lungo - Intensity 4 - Complex
and balanced 

• Bukeela ka Ethiopia - Intensity 3 -
Floral and wild (Pure Origin) 

• Vivalto Lungo Decaffeinato -
Intensity 4 - Complex and balanced
(Decaffeinato) 

Envivo Lungo flavor profile
Envivo Lungo is a long cup that stimu-

lates the senses through its intense and
generous character, high intensity and
high body. Delight your senses with aro-
matic dry wood, gingerbread and
caramelised notes followed by an intense
and pleasant after taste. 
Intensity: 9

Serving size: Lungo (110ml)
Envivo Lungo will be particularly

appealing to the intense espresso lovers
that are searching for an intense long
cup. Those who prefer coffee with milk
can also delight as Envivo Lungo is
equally delicious with milk, becoming
rounder in flavor and maintaining its
intense character. 

Savoured as a Lungo Macchiato, with
a touch of milk froth, Envivo Lungo
becomes rounder while keeping its
intense character. Enjoyed as a Latte
Macchiato, combined with the smooth-
ness of milk froth, the Envivo Lungo
Grand Cru expresses softened woody
notes while developing round, indulgent
and buttery aromatics. 

Envivo Lungo is a permanent addition
to the Nespresso range which now con-
sists of 24 Grands Crus. It is available at
Nespresso boutiques worldwide, as well
as through orders from the Nespresso
Customer Care Centres and online at
www.nespresso.com. 

Enliven your mornings
with new Envivo

Lungo from Nespresso

The Indian Embassy has noticed that there
has been a spurt in the number of Indian
nationals arrested in Kuwait allegedly for

bringing drugs/narcotics substances inside
Kuwait. Also, there has been an increase in the
number of Indian nationals arrested in Kuwait in
drug related cases. About 65 percent of total
Indian inmates in Central Jail are due to drug
related offences. Furthermore, about 40 percent

Indians under arrest in Public jail are due to
drug-related charges.

It is reiterated that penalties for possession,
use and trafficking of drugs, even a small
amount in Kuwait, could result in arrest and
imprisonment. The convicted offenders could
even be given capital punishment or life impris-
onment by the local Courts. Moreover, in drug-
related cases, Indian Embassy cannot extend

any legal/ financial assistance to those arrested.
All concerned have to defend themselves in
local courts by hiring lawyers at their cost. The
release of accused or convicted person depends
upon the verdict of the Court. The Embassy
advises once again to all Indian community
members in Kuwait to abide by the laws of the
land and not to involve themselves in any drug-
related activities.

Advisory regarding narcotics/drugs
for Indian Community in Kuwait

Kuwait University Rector Dr Hussein Al-Ansari met recently with a team from the United Nations led by Zineb Benjelloun Kuwait’s UN Resident
Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative. The two sides discussed matters of mutual interest and ways to implement joint projects in the
future.

There has been an increase in Indian
nationals seeking assistance of Embassy
for their immediate return to India. Many

Indian nationals continue to languish in vari-
ous police stations, Detention Cell and
Deportation Centre awaiting their repatriation
to India. Also, there are distressed persons in
Male and Female Shelters seeking early repa-
triation. Some of them in the Shelters are
unfortunately waiting for 3-6 months and
beyond for return to India.

The Embassy would like to clarify the fol-
lowing in this regard:

I. Distressed workers in the shelters (male
and female)

(i) As per local regulations, the repatriation
of distressed domestic worker can take place
under three circumstances; (i) the sponsor
handing over the passport with valid resi-
dence visa. (in such case, the worker can
return to India after booking of air-passage);
(ii) sponsor filing an absconding case against
the domestic workers thereby nullifying the

residence status of the worker (in such case,
the repatriation process/formalities may take
2-3 months after lodging of absconding case);
(iii) and lastly, on the expiry of residence visa
of the worker (repatriation process/formalities
may take 2-3 months after expiry of visa).  

(ii) Please note that distressed Indian
nationals unfortunately remain stranded in
Kuwait till such time one of the above three
options materializes. The Embassy makes con-
sistent efforts in expeditious repatriation of all
stranded Indian workers in Kuwait. However,
due to strict immigration procedure in Kuwait,
the entire process of repatriation remains
time-consuming as the repatriation of Indian
nationals depend on the cooperation from the
sponsors/employers and the local authorities
which can sometimes take 3-6 months (or
even more). 

(iii) Therefore, those seeking refuge in shel-
ter of the Embassy must bear in mind that the
repatriation process takes a long time and that
despite best efforts by the Embassy, there is

no easy or quicker way out. It is not possible to
arrange repatriation without fulfilling the local
immigration procedure/conditions explained
to above. 

Ii. Indian nationals in deportation center,
Kuwait

(i) As per the local laws, expatriates
detained for residency or visa law violations in
Kuwait are deported to their home countries.
Indians, who are not having a valid residen-
cy/visa, are detained by police authorities and
deported to India. They are kept under deten-
tion at various police stations and finally at the
Deportation Center, till the procedures for
their deportation are completed by the local
authorities. The number of such detainees
varies on daily basis as the Indian detainees in
Deportation Center are deported in small
numbers and new deportees are forwarded to
this Center by the police stations almost on a
daily basis. There are presently 28,495 Indian
nationals staying unauthorized in Kuwait (as
per Data as on 15/2/2016 received from

Kuwaiti authorities) due to visa or residency
violations.

(ii) The Embassy, on its part ensures travel
documents are issued early to Indian nationals
facing deportation. In this connection, request
for Emergency Certificate are received from
the police stations/Deportation Centre author-
ities where passports are not available with
the detainees or could not be retrieved from
their Kuwaiti sponsors/employers. The
Embassy officials visit the police stations;
Detention Cell/Deportation Centre etc. to
meet these Indian nationals detained, for
interaction so as to verify nationality status
and for issuing travel documents (Emergency
Certificates) to Indian detainees not having
passports with them to facilitate their repatria-
tion to India. In recent years, the number of
Emergency Certificates issued by the Embassy
is as follows: 2,635 in 2013, 2,789 in 2014,
3,922 in 2015 and 3,127 in 2016 (till June 16).

(ii) In this connection, it must be borne in
mind that the entire process of repatriation

through Deportation Centre takes consider-
able time as it entails finger printing/verifica-
tion and completion of other
formalities/booking of tickets by Deportation
Centre. It is not possible to indicate definite
time-frame by which the deportees would
travel to India and repatriation can only take
place after completion of all formalities with
the Kuwaiti authorities. 

This is to assure once again that on receiving
complaints, the Embassy takes up each and
every case reported for early repatriation by
contacting sponsors/employers and with the
local authorities. To assist distressed Indian
nationals, the Embassy can issue travel docu-
ments (Emergency Certificates) after verification
of credentials and provide even free air-tickets
for their travel to India in deserving cases.
However, the process of repatriation is time-
consuming and it is not possible for the
Embassy to repatriate without the completion
of immigration procedure and fulfillment of
conditions, which may take 3-6 months or more.

Repatriation of distressed Indian nationals from Kuwait
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263



03:25 Mutant Planet
04:15 Ten Deadliest Snakes
05:02 River Monsters
05:49 Mutant Planet
06:36 Swamp Brothers
07:00 Swamp Brothers
07:25 Dog TV
08:15 Treehouse Masters
09:10 Penguins On A Plane: Great
Animal Moves
10:05 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
11:00 Dog TV
11:55 Ten Deadliest Snakes With Nigel
Marven
12:50 Biggest And Baddest
18:20 Treehouse Masters
19:15 Penguins On A Plane: Great
Animal Moves
20:10 The Wild Life Of Tim Faulkner
21:05 Bondi Vet
22:00 Treehouse Masters
22:55 Ten Deadliest Snakes With Nigel
Marven
23:50 Gator Boys
00:45 Gator Boys
01:40 Biggest And Baddest
02:35 Biggest And Baddest

T V  PR O G R A M S
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ZERO TOLERANCE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

DEATH RACE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

03:35 Doctors
04:05 Doctors
04:35 Eastenders
05:05 New Tricks
06:00 Doctors
06:30 Eastenders
07:00 New Tricks
07:55 Death In Paradise
08:50 Stella
09:40 Father Brown
10:30 Doctors
11:00 Eastenders
11:35 Death In Paradise
12:30 Stella
13:20 New Tricks
14:15 Eastenders
14:50 Doctors
15:25 Death In Paradise
16:20 Stella
17:05 The Musketeers
18:00 Doctors
18:30 Eastenders
19:05 Death In Paradise
20:05 DCI Banks
21:00 DCI Banks
21:55 Ripper Street
22:50 Spooks
23:45 Doctors
00:15 Eastenders
00:45 DCI Banks
01:30 DCI Banks
02:15 Ripper Street

03:00 Dirty Jobs
03:50 What Could Possibly Go Wrong?
06:20 How It’s Made
06:40 How It’s Made
07:00 Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild
07:50 Doki
08:15 Dick ‘n’ Dom Go Wild
08:40 How It’s Made
12:50 Dirty Jobs
17:00 Ultimate Survival
17:50 Ultimate Survival
18:40 Troy
19:30 Out Of Egypt
20:20 Ways To Save The Planet
21:10 When Turkeys Attack
22:00 What Happened Next?
00:30 Ultimate Survival

03:15 Gold Divers
04:05 Gold Divers
05:00 Gold Divers
06:00 Alaska: The Last Frontier
06:50 Cuban Chrome
07:40 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
08:30 GI Dough
08:55 Auction Hunters
09:20 Dallas Car Sharks
09:45 How Do They Do It?
10:10 How Stuff’s Made
10:35 Alaskan Bush People
11:25 The Last Alaskans Look Back
13:05 GI Dough
13:30 Auction Hunters
13:55 Dallas Car Sharks
14:20 Alaska: The Last Frontier
15:10 Cuban Chrome
16:00 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
16:50 How Stuff’s Made
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
18:30 Street Outlaws
19:20 The Island With Bear Grylls
20:10 Auction Hunters
20:35 Dallas Car Sharks
21:00 Impossible Engineering
21:50 Valley Uprising
23:30 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling Thunder
00:20 Cuban Chrome
01:10 Impossible Engineering
02:00 Valley Uprising

19:00 PJ Masks
19:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
20:00 Doc McStuffins
20:30 Sofia The First
21:00 Jake And The Never Land Pirates
21:30 PJ Masks
22:00 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
22:30 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
22:45 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
22:50 Zou
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
02:00 Calimero
02:15 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack

06:00 Boyster
06:10 Super Matrak
06:35 Super Matrak
07:00 Star vs The Forces Of Evil
07:25 K.C. Undercover
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Annedroids
08:40 Mighty Med
09:10 Marvel Avengers: Ultron
Revolution
09:35 Lab Rats
10:00 Supa Strikas
10:25 K.C. Undercover
10:50 Annedroids
11:20 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty Much
Everything
11:45 Kirby Buckets
12:10 Mighty Med
12:35 K.C. Undercover
13:00 Lab Rats
13:30 Supa Strikas
13:55 Annedroids
14:20 Kickin’ It
14:45 Kickin’ It
15:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
15:15 Mighty Med
15:40 The 7D
15:50 The 7D
16:05 Lab Rats
16:30 Pickle And Peanut
16:55 Penn Zero: Part Time Hero
17:25 K.C. Undercover
17:50 Supa Strikas
18:15 Lab Rats
18:40 K.C. Undercover
19:05 Disney Mickey Mouse
19:10 Annedroids
19:35 Marvel Avengers: Ultron
Revolution
20:00 Kirby Buckets
20:25 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty Much
Everything
20:55 K.C. Undercover
21:20 Supa Strikas
21:45 Lab Rats
22:10 Mighty Med
22:40 Disney Mickey Mouse
23:00 Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA

03:00 Ace Of Cakes
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Man Fire Food
07:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 Amazing Wedding Cakes
10:00 The Pioneer Woman
11:00 Siba’s Table
12:00 Barefoot Contessa
13:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
15:00 Chopped
16:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
17:00 Amazing Wedding Cakes
18:00 Siba’s Table
18:30 Siba’s Table
19:00 Patricia Heaton Parties
19:30 Patricia Heaton Parties
20:00 Cutthroat Kitchen
21:00 Chopped South Africa
22:00 Man v Food
22:30 Man v Food
23:00 Mystery Diners
23:30 Mystery Diners
00:00 Cutthroat Kitchen
01:00 Chopped South Africa
02:00 Man v Food
02:30 Man v Food

01:20 Ultimate Survival
02:10 Dirty Jobs

03:00 Scorned: Crimes Of Passion
03:48 The Perfect Murder
07:00 Swamp Murders
10:20 Web Of Lies
11:10 True Crime With Aphrodite Jones
12:00 Who On Earth Did I Marry?
15:20 True Crime With Aphrodite Jones
16:10 Reel Crime/Real Story
18:40 The Wives Did It
20:20 A Crime To Remember
21:10 Deadline: Crime With Tamron Hall
22:00 Last Hope With Troy Dunn
22:25 Last Hope With Troy Dunn
22:50 I Am Homicide
23:40 Obsession: Dark Desires
00:30 A Haunting
01:20 The Haunted
02:10 Deadly Sins

03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Hank Zipzer
04:35 Binny And The Ghost
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Hank Zipzer
06:25 Sofia The First
06:50 Disney Mickey Mouse
06:55 Gravity Falls
07:20 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir
07:45 Shake It Up
08:10 Bunk’d
08:35 Backstage
09:00 Alex & Co.
09:25 Girl Meets World
09:50 Liv And Maddie
10:15 Binny And The Ghost
10:40 Teen Beach 2
12:20 Shake It Up
14:25 Austin & Ally
15:15 Descendants Wicked World
15:20 Liv And Maddie
16:10 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir
17:00 Gravity Falls
17:25 Double Teamed
18:55 The 7D
19:05 Dog With A Blog
19:30 Bunk’d
19:55 Jessie
20:20 Mako Mermaids
20:45 Good Luck Charlie
21:10 H2O: Just Add Water
22:00 Binny And The Ghost
22:25 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Hank Zipzer
23:35 Binny And The Ghost
00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Hank Zipzer
02:05 Binny And The Ghost
02:30 Violetta

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:20 Loopdidoo
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 The Hive
07:10 Zou
07:25 Loopdidoo
07:40 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
08:05 Sofia The First
08:30 Miles From Tomorrow
08:45 PJ Masks
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Doc McStuffins
10:00 Sofia The First
10:30 Goldie & Bear
10:55 Jake And The Never Land Pirates
11:25 The Lion Guard
11:50 Miles From Tomorrow
12:15 Henry Hugglemonster
12:30 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
12:55 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
13:00 Jake And The Never Land Pirates
16:00 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
16:30 Doc McStuffins
16:55 Sofia The First
17:25 Goldie & Bear
17:50 Jake And The Never Land Pirates
18:20 The Lion Guard
18:45 Miles From Tomorrow

03:00 Coronation Street
04:20 Come Dine With Me Couples
06:00 Grantchester
06:55 Midsomer Murders
08:25 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
13:00 Don’t Tell The Bride
15:00 It’s Not Rocket Science
15:55 Grantchester
16:45 Chopping Block

17:35 Chopping Block
18:30 Tracey Ullman’s Show
19:00 It’s Not Rocket Science
19:50 Don’t Tell The Bride
21:40 Midsomer Murders
23:15 The Doctor Blake Mysteries
00:10 The Chase
01:00 Emmerdale
01:30 Eggheads
02:00 Coronation Street
02:30 The Doctor Blake Mysteries

03:23 Paw Patrol
03:46 Paw Patrol
04:10 Wanda And The Alien
04:19 Wanda And The Alien
04:30 Dora And Friends
04:53 Dora And Friends
05:16 Blaze And The Monster Machines
05:38 Blaze And The Monster Machines
06:00 Paw Patrol
06:13 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
06:36 Dora The Explorer
07:00 Wanda And The Alien
07:11 Zack & Quack
07:22 Dora And Friends: Into The City!
07:46 Blaze And The Monster Machines
08:10 Ni Hao, Kai-Lan
08:58 Dora The Explorer
09:22 Little Charmers
09:32 Paw Patrol
09:57 Bubble Guppies
10:20 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
10:40 Zack & Quack
10:52 Team Umizoomi
11:15 Louie
11:22 Louie
11:30 Ni Hao, Kai-Lan
11:53 Olive The Ostrich
11:58 Olive The Ostrich
12:03 Max & Ruby
12:26 Wanda And The Alien
12:37 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
12:48 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
13:00 Blaze And The Monster Machines
13:22 Blaze And The Monster Machines
13:45 Zack & Quack
13:55 Zack & Quack
14:05 Team Umizoomi
14:28 Louie
14:35 Louie
14:42 Louie
14:48 Paw Patrol
14:58 Paw Patrol
15:23 Paw Patrol
15:46 Paw Patrol
16:10 Wanda And The Alien
16:19 Wanda And The Alien
16:30 Dora And Friends
16:53 Dora And Friends
17:16 Blaze And The Monster Machines
17:38 Blaze And The Monster Machines
18:00 Paw Patrol
18:13 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
18:36 Dora The Explorer
19:00 Wanda And The Alien
19:11 Zack & Quack
19:22 Dora And Friends: Into The City!
19:46 Blaze And The Monster Machines
20:10 Paw Patrol
20:35 Shimmer And Shine
20:58 Dora The Explorer
21:22 Little Charmers
21:32 Paw Patrol
21:57 Bubble Guppies
22:20 Fresh Beat Band Of Spies
22:40 Zack & Quack
22:52 Team Umizoomi
23:15 Louie
23:22 Louie
23:30 Ni Hao, Kai-Lan
23:53 Olive The Ostrich
23:58 Olive The Ostrich
00:03 Max & Ruby
00:26 Wanda And The Alien
00:37 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
00:48 Ben & Holly’s Little Kingdom
01:00 Blaze And The Monster Machines
01:22 Blaze And The Monster Machines
01:45 Zack & Quack
01:55 Zack & Quack
02:05 Team Umizoomi
02:28 Louie
02:35 Louie
02:40 Olive The Ostrich
02:44 Olive The Ostrich
02:49 Paw Patrol

03:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
03:24 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
03:48 Henry Danger
04:12 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
04:36 The Haunted Hathaways
05:00 Max & Shred
05:24 Henry Danger
05:48 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
06:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:36 SpongeBob SquarePants
07:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:24 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:48 Winx Club
08:12 The Loud House
08:36 SpongeBob SquarePants
09:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
09:24 Harvey Beaks
09:48 Henry Danger
10:12 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
10:36 The Haunted Hathaways
11:00 Winx Club
11:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
11:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
12:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
12:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
13:00 Breadwinners

13:24 The Loud House
13:48 Get Blake
14:12 Rabbids Invasion
14:36 100 Things To Do Before High
School
15:00 Game Shakers
15:24 The Loud House
15:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
16:12 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
16:36 Harvey Beaks
17:00 Sanjay And Craig
17:24 Harvey Beaks
17:48 Breadwinners
18:12 Henry Danger
18:36 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
19:00 100 Things To Do Before High
School
19:24 Game Shakers
19:48 SpongeBob SquarePants
20:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
20:36 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
21:24 Breadwinners
21:48 Breadwinners
22:12 Sanjay And Craig
22:36 Sanjay And Craig
23:00 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:24 SpongeBob SquarePants
23:48 Henry Danger
00:12 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
00:36 Max & Shred
01:00 The Haunted Hathaways
01:24 Sanjay And Craig
01:48 Sanjay And Craig
02:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
02:36 SpongeBob SquarePants

03:00 Mad Dogs
04:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
05:00 Good Morning America
06:00 Marvel’s Agents Of S.H.I.E.L.D.
07:00 Castle
08:00 The Blacklist
09:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
10:00 Suits
11:00 Castle
12:00 The Blacklist
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Graceland
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Marvel’s Agents Of S.H.I.E.L.D.
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 The Blacklist
19:00 Containment
20:00 Containment
21:00 Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders
22:00 Code Black
23:00 Damien
00:00 Castle
01:00 Criminal Minds: Beyond Borders
02:00 Code Black

04:00 The Goldbergs
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 The Goldbergs
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon
12:30 The Goldbergs
16:00 Last Man Standing
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers

18:30 Mad Love
19:00 The Last Man On Earth
20:00 Comedians
20:30 Comedians
21:30 Last Man Standing
22:00 The Detour
22:30 Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll
23:00 Sex & Drugs & Rock & Roll
01:00 Last Man Standing

03:00 Ja’mie: Private School Girl
03:30 The Brink
04:00 HBO Comedy Half-Hour
04:30 Def Poetry Jam
05:00 Lackawanna Blues
07:00 Sugar
09:00 The Laramie Project
11:00 In The Gloaming
12:00 Dancing In September
14:00 Vice Special Report: Fighting Isis
15:00 Quincy Jones: Burning The Light
16:00 In The Gloaming
17:00 Dancing In September
19:00 Vice Special Report: Fighting Isis
20:00 Band Of Brothers
21:00 Animals
21:30 Girls
22:00 American Crime Story: The
People vs O.J. Simpson
23:00 Vice Special Report: Fighting Isis
00:00 Louis C.K.: Oh My God
01:00 Band Of Brothers
02:00 Animals
02:30 Girls

03:54 Batman vs. Robin
05:45 Airplane vs. Volcano
07:45 Crimson Tide
09:45 Faster
11:45 Batman Unlimited: Animal
Instincts
13:30 I, Robot
15:30 X-Men: The Last Stand
17:30 Crimson Tide
19:30 Transformers: Age Of Extinction
22:30 Death Race
00:15 Zero Tolerance
02:15 The Liability

04:00 Bad Parents
06:00 Sister Act
08:00 Raising Helen
10:00 Bad Parents
12:00 Nitro Circus: The Movie
14:00 My Father The Hero
16:00 Raising Helen
18:00 Krippendorf’s Tribe
20:00 Scenes From A Mall
22:00 Three Night Stand
00:00 This Is 40
02:15 Krippendorf’s Tribe

03:00 Calvary
05:00 Grand Central
07:00 Foreverland
09:00 The French Minister
11:00 Grand Central
13:00 Rosewater
15:00 Changing Hearts
17:00 The French Minister
19:00 The Kings Of Summer
21:00 Inside Llewyn Davis
23:00 Suite Francaise
01:00 The French Minister

03:00 Honey, I Shrunk The Kids
04:45 Wreck-It Ralph
06:45 Into The Woods
09:00 Inside Out
11:00 Garfield’s Fun Fest
13:00 Ernest Goes To Camp
15:00 Toy Story
17:00 Toy Story 2
19:00 Toy Story 3
21:00 Marvel’s Hulk vs. Thor & Wolverine
23:00 Garfield’s Fun Fest
01:00 Ernest Goes To Camp

03:30 Out Of The Furnace
05:30 Won’t Back Down
07:30 Breathe In
09:30 Dr. Strangelove
11:30 Get On Up
14:00 Hitting The Apex
16:30 Anna Karenina
19:00 One Fine Day
21:00 Romeo & Juliet
23:00 Blaze
01:00 Anna Karenina

03:15 Ant-Man
05:15 Believe
07:00 The Best Of Me
09:00 Ant-Man
11:00 Tomorrowland
13:15 Left Behind
15:15 Hotel Transylvania 2
17:00 The Duff
19:00 Life After Beth
21:00 Fast & Furious 7
23:15 Chocolate City
01:00 Dark Places

04:30 The Olsen Gang In Deep Trouble
06:00 The Dragon Pearl
08:00 Dixie And The Zombie Rebellion
09:45 The Nutcracker Sweet
11:15 Looney Tunes Rabbit’s Run
12:45 Vampire Dog
14:30 Saving Santa
16:00 Space Warriors
18:00 The Nutcracker Sweet
20:00 Echo Planet
22:00 Saving Santa
23:30 Space Warriors
01:15 Dixie And The Zombie Rebellion
02:45 Echo Planet

04:15 Persecuted
06:00 So Undercover
08:00 I Am Ali
10:00 Special ID
11:45 Snow White And The Huntsman
14:00 Veronica Mars
16:00 I Am Ali
18:00 Accidental Love
20:00 The Water Diviner
22:00 Focus
00:00 Insidious: Chapter 3
02:00 Accidental Love

04:00 Captain America: The Winter
Soldier
06:15 Hidalgo
08:30 All’s Faire In Love
10:15 Jack
12:15 Maleficent
14:00 The King’s Speech
16:00 The Lone Ranger
18:30 Surrogates
20:00 Casanova
22:00 Ain’t Them Bodies Saints

03:00 The Listener
05:00 Fit For Fashion
07:00 Castle
08:00 Low Winter Sun
09:00 Private Practice
10:00 The Listener
13:00 Fit For Fashion
14:00 Fashion Star
15:00 Making Mr.Right
16:00 American Idol
17:00 American Idol
18:00 Da Vinci’s Demons
19:00 The Bridge
20:00 House Of DVF
21:00 Mom vs. Matchmaker
21:30 Mom vs. Matchmaker
22:00 The Simpsons
22:30 The Simpsons
23:00 Bones
00:00 American Idol
01:00 American Idol
02:00 Da Vinci’s Demons

04:05 Welcome To Pine Hill
05:30 Detroit Unleaded
07:00 Rolling Stones: Crossfire
Hurricane
08:55 Banksy Does New York
10:15 Robert Redford
10:30 The Journey
12:10 The Trip To Bountiful
13:55 Discovering: Zeffirelli
14:40 Andrea Bocelli: Child Destined To
Sing
15:30 Look, Stranger
16:55 The Overbrook Brothers
18:30 All On The Line
19:30 Cathedrals Of Culture
20:00 Hollywood’s Best Film Directors
20:30 The Wild Man Of Navidad
22:00 Isabella Rossellini’s Green Porno
Live
23:00 Rake
01:00 Cole
02:45 Chorus

03:15 Extreme Couponing
03:35 The Undateables
04:20 Ultimate Shopper
06:00 Say Yes To The Dress
06:25 Super Soul Sunday
07:15 Toddlers & Tiaras
08:05 Are You Fitter Than A Pensioner?
08:55 Nida’a
09:45 Little People, Big World
10:35 Jon & Kate Plus 8
11:25 Cake Boss
11:50 Oprah’s Master Class
12:40 Super Soul Sunday
13:30 My Giant Life
14:20 Little People, Big World: Wedding
Farm
15:10 Little People, Big World
16:00 Toddlers & Tiaras
16:50 Jon & Kate Plus 8
17:40 Cake Boss
18:05 Say Yes To The Dress
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DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION
Arrival Flights on Sunday 31/7/2016

Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 415 Sohag 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
FDK 803 Damascus 00:35
JZR 239 Amman 00:50
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
KAC 1802 Cairo 01:30
MSC 403 Asyut 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:45
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
ETH 3403 Addis Ababa/Riyadh 04:30
FEG 931 Alexandria 05:00
THY 1414 TZX 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
QTR 8511 Doha 05:15
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:30
BAW 157 London 06:40
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 07:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:40
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
KAC 354 BLR 08:00
KAC 156 Istanbul 08:00
KAC 286 Dhaka 08:05
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:15
KAC 362 Colombo 08:20
KAC 352 Kochi 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
MSC 411 Asyut 08:45
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
IRC 528 Ahwaz 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:20
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SAW 703 Damascus 09:45
CCE 345 Sohag 10:00
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 11:00
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
JZR 241 Amman 12:30
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
FEG 961 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
KAC 672 Dubai 14:05
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
AXB 393 Kozhikode 14:10
KAC 178 Vienna 14:15
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20

SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KAC 742 Dammam 14:55
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:05
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:10
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
JZR 257 Beirut 16:25
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
KAC 562 Amman 16:55
SYR 341 Damascus 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
KAC 678 Muscat/Abu Dhabi 17:50
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:15
MSR 606 Luxor 19:30
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 059 Dubai 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:05
KAC 514 Tehran 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:55
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:05
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
KLM 417 Amsterdam 21:25
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:50
QTR 1082 Doha 21:55
GFA 219 Bahrain 22:00
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
RBG 551 Alexandria 22:30
BBC 044 Dhaka/Dammam 22:40
JZR 802 Taif 22:40
KAC 782 Jeddah 22:50
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:20
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40

Departure Flights on Sunday 31/7/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 1540 Cairo 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
JAD 302 Amman 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
MSC 416 Sohag 01:05
FDK 804 Damascus 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
MSC 404 Asyut 02:30
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:45
THY 765 Istanbul 02:45
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KAC 177 Vienna 02:55
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
THY 769 Istanbul 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
FDB 068 Dubai 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KKK 6505 Istanbul 04:20
LZB 7780 Burgas 04:20
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:30
QTR 1077 Doha 04:35
CEB 019 Manila 04:50
LMU 511 Cairo 05:00
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
ETH 3403 Addis Ababa 06:00
FEG 934 Sohag 06:00
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
QTR 1087 Doha 06:30
QTR 8512 Doha 06:40
THY 771 Istanbul 06:45
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 06:55
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:40
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
KAC 117 New York 09:00
JZR 256 Beirut 09:05
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
KAC 671 Dubai 09:30
JZR 534 Cairo 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:30
MSC 412 Asyut 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:05
IRC 529 Ahwaz 10:10
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SAW 704 Damascus 10:45
KAC 677 Abu Dhabi/Muscat 10:50
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
CCE 346 Sohag 11:10
KAC 561 Amman 11:20
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
KAC 741 Dammam 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 12:00
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
KAC 103 London 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00

FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
FEG 932 Alexandria 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:00
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
AXB 394 Kozhikode 15:10
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 513 Tehran 15:40
SVA 503 Madinah/Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KAC 781 Jeddah 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
JZR 801 Taif 17:45
SYR 342 Damascus 18:00
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
KAC 1801 Cairo 18:55
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 19:55
MSR 619 Alexandria 20:30
FDB 060 Dubai 20:30
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
DLH 634 Doha 20:50
KAC 353 BLR 20:55
KAC 543 Cairo 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:00
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
OMA 648 Muscat 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 21:55
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
THY 1403 AYT 22:25
KAC 381 Delhi 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
GFA 220 Bahrain 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:10
KAC 155 Istanbul 23:15
JZR 528 Asyut 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 03:38

Shorook 05:07

Duhr: 11:54

Asr: 15:30

Maghrib: 18:41

Isha: 20:07

`

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (28/07/2016 TO 03/08/2016)

SHARQIA-1
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           11:45 AM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        2:00 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         4:45 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         7:00 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        9:15 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 1:00 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         1:30 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           3:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         5:45 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           8:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 10:15 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             12:15 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             2:45 PM
FINDING DORY                                                                                               5:15 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             7:30 PM
ABU SHANAB                                                                                                  10:00 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             12:15 AM

MUHALAB-1
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             12:15 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             3:00 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             5:30 PM
ABU SHANAB                                                                                                  8:00 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             10:15 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             12:45 AM

MUHALAB-2
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         11:30 AM
FINDING DORY                                                                                               2:00 PM
FINDING DORY                                                                                               4:15 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        6:30 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        9:30 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 12:30 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           2:45 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 5:15 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           7:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         9:45 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         12:05 AM

FANAR-1
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        12:15 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         3:00 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         5:00 PM
ABU SHANAB                                                                                                  7:15 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         9:30 PM
ABU SHANAB                                                                                                  11:45 PM

FANAR-2
SUBMERGED                                                                                                   11:30 AM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         1:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 3:45 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         6:00 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS   -3D                                8:15 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 10:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         12:45 AM

FANAR-3
FINDING DORY                                                                                               12:15 PM
SUBMERGED                                                                                                   2:30 PM
SUBMERGED                                                                                                   4:30 PM
FINDING DORY                                                                                               6:45 PM
SULTAN- HINDI                                                                                               9:00 PM
SUBMERGED                                                                                                   12:15 AM

FANAR-4
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           12:00 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           2:15 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           4:45 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        7:00 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        9:45 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        12:30 AM

FANAR-5
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             11:30 AM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             2:00 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             4:30 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             7:00 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             9:30 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             12:05 AM

MARINA-1
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             12:30 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             3:00 PM
FINDING DORY                                                                                               5:30 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             7:45 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             10:15 PM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             12:45 AM

MARINA-2
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        11:30 AM
FINDING DORY                                                                                               2:15 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        4:30 PM
ABU SHANAB                                                                                                  7:15 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        9:30 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        12:15 AM

MARINA-3
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         12:45 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           3:00 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           5:15 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         7:30 PM
NO FRI

Special Show “THE LEGEND OF TARZAN”                                       7:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         10:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         12:30 AM

AVENUES-1
FINDING DORY                                                                                               11:45 AM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         2:00 PM
DISHOOM -HINDI                                                                                          4:15 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         7:00 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         9:15 PM
KANGAR HOBINA                                                                                         11:30 PM

AVENUES-2
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN -3D-4DX                                                     12:30 PM
TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA TURTLES:                                                  3:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN -3D-4DX                                                     5:30 PM
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS -3D-4DX                       8:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN -3D-4DX                                                     10:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN -3D-4DX                                                     1:00 AM

AVENUES-3
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE                                                                          11:45 AM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        2:00 PM
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE                                                                          4:45 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        7:00 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        9:45 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                                                        12:30 AM

AVENUES-4
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           11:30 AM
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             1:45 PM
FINDING DORY                                                                                               4:30 PM
ABU SHANAB                                                                                                  6:45 PM
ABU SHANAB                                                                                                  9:15 PM
NO MON
Special Show “THE CONJURING 2”                                                     9:00 PM
MON
JASON BOURNE                                                                                             11:45 PM

360 º- 1
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 12:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         3:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 5:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         8:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN-3D                                                                 10:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                                                         1:00 AM

360º- 2
ALICE THROUGH THE LOOKING GLASS                                           11:45 AM
NOW YOU SEE ME 2                                                                                     2:15 PM
SULTAN- HINDI                                                                                               5:00 PM
SULTAN- HINDI                                                                                               8:15 PM
NOW YOU SEE ME 2                                                                                     11:30 PM

360 º- 3
FINDING DORY                                                                                               12:45 PM

FOR SALE

Chrysler 200 (2.4l), 29,500
km, sky blue, model 2013,
excellent condition, diplo-
mat’s used car, KD 2,500.
Contact: 99407427. 
(C 5194)
26-7-2016
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This is a good workday and may prove to be rather profitable. Working with
others is successful and you may be sought after as just the person for a par-

ticular job. Your inner resources and emotions are accented. Expect a sense of support
from those around you. Perhaps you feel this is really you-how you feel and are. It is natu-
ral for you to put your practical and managerial abilities to work. You can make a career
out of your keen organizational skills and clear insight into how things work. Supervision
and taking charge are your trademarks. There is a feeling of stability and permanence that
satisfies a deep emotional need this evening. Music or a neighborhood entertainment is
likely to play a more important role for you this evening. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Career moves may depend upon your cutting through some of the fluff and
really taking care of business-getting down to your most practical. Ridding yourself of
excess or unneeded stuff may be a key move now. If you have to make decisions for other
people today, you could really shine in this day. Your advice and guidance may be blunt
and to the point just now but it is truthful and a great deal of help for all who seek your
help. You are able to cut through the red tape and get at what is beneath and behind
most any difficulty. This evening there is a feeling of being at peace and stable on the
emotional level. Stability and permanence satisfy a deep emotional need. An addition to
your aquarium or the purchase of a new pet may be in order this evening.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You prefer diplomacy but could find yourself in the midst of a difficult situa-
tion this day. There could be some hard feelings, especially from a young person, if you
become too aggressive. You could have difficulty getting outer recognition for your efforts
or accomplishments. This does not mean they are worthless; it does mean you should
throw your efforts into work or ventures you really love doing. Take a little trip, or get out-
side today. You may want to break that routine and try something new or different right
now. You may discover insights into day-to-day problems that will be of great value later.
You have a lot of energy for improving your surroundings or life situations. You are very
motivated to improve your life. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Problems that come to your attention are easily worked through today as
the usual complications are not present. You have something to say and people are listen-
ing; careful, keep to the subject matter. You make your way through ideas and concepts,
and your ability to express them to others is successful. Any lecture or conference meet-
ings will go smoothly. A play, a musical, a sitcom or any number of creative entertainment
projects are the things that excite your creative mind this afternoon. There are sudden
insights into some of the most sensitive and vulnerable areas of your inner self and psy-
chology. The establishment of a new habit pattern is beginning to set in and you are
pleased with the results. You lend a helping hand to a mother tonight. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Work consists of much communication. To be a good communicator, one
must be able to carry a fair share of the conversation in many walks of life. You are a good
communicator. You are inspired and you inspire others; you value all of the benefits that
come from using the mind: words, ideas, thoughts and such. You enjoy stimulating litera-
ture and may find it difficult to put down a book or an article when duty calls today. You
could be most persuasive with others and you may decide to use information from your
books to make your point understood. The situation lends itself to your particular ideas.
Enchantment, entertainment and enticements are all a part of the celebrations tonight;
enjoy-take a few pictures. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

This could be a frustrating day regarding practical or job-related activities.
Your ideas however, will save the day. Think through to the outcome and make your pres-
entation in writing. You are persistent but with a light sense of humor; higher-ups will
come back to your work again and again. New methods or new ways of thinking will take
time to take hold. Concerned with a friend or friends, you will find yourself aiding or coun-
seling and helping others. Your presence in a group has a very decided effect. You will
make a positive difference in many people’s lives, especially the young. Question and
answer period takes patience, but you can do it. Tonight is for you, anything your heart
desires. Music is hard to resist this evening. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

A creative project works to your advantage-you feel more inspired. You
have the gift of working well with others and you help them to sense and feel the unity of
life. Your love of the spiritual and the eternal is clear to all who meet you. You love to solve
the problems of the world, at least in words and images; when you talk, all are enchanted.
You could have your own radio show or write as a reporter for a popular newspaper. You
do not mind working through a puzzle or problem to find the best outcome. In-depth dis-
cussions find you at your mental best this afternoon. The way you express yourself and
your writing has begun to take on a special style, which counts for a lot now. This evening,
family and friends bring good cheer. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

This is a great time to be with others and to work together: teamwork. Your
keen business sense is never sharper than when you are working with or for others-a
group, corporation, etc. You can find support from all sides when it comes to most any sort
of activity. Playing sports professionally may be a leap but you work with your teammates
as though you are all working together to win a big game. You may go the extra mile
today to make sure your team wins the game or becomes approved or achieves whatever
is set before them. You may be moved to appreciate and discover the beauty in your life
and in those around you. Be wise in shopping this afternoon; think about how long it
takes to work and pay off the bill before you buy. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Public relations, public speaking or sales is an option today. Even if you are
not changing jobs, you may find yourself in one or more of these cate-

gories. The word here is accomplishment. If there is a job, you can do it. You are a hard
worker-you pour yourself into any task with absolute determination. You would make a
good teacher of others in matters of organization, practical competence, etc. You have a
great desire and drive to be thorough and responsible down to the smallest detail. Music
is likely to play a more important role for you than usual and perhaps there is also an urge
to spend money on adding to your music collection or tickets to a concert. Close relation-
ships begin to take on more emotional depth, power and importance. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You enjoy mental effort and discipline, and work long and hard at whatever
you want to accomplish. You could find yourself lecturing or teaching. Being successful in
life is easy-you have a built-in sense of how to approach and unravel even the most diffi-
cult problems. You have an instinct for justice and the law and today you have the oppor-
tunity to approach a problem from just the right angle. You may become involved in a lit-
tle counseling or guiding others toward a more positive outcome for their situations. Let
yourself dream this evening-do not ignore this opportunity to let your imagination loose.
An unexpected social invitation has you reviewing your wardrobe contents. You might

also want to think about replacing a billfold. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

A new study has your interest this morning and you may be thinking of
taking it on for a new research project. A library will be helpful. You are able

to cut through the red tape and get at what is beneath and behind any delays or problems
in the work arena today. You may meet a new friend through the work environment.
Unusual and unique qualities catch your attention. This individual may affect you in a pro-
found way on several levels. There are opportunities to express yourself in many ways. You
tend to be creative and original in your work and career, managing to bring new ideas and
spontaneity to bear. You are not afraid to get into the stickiest of situations and you always

come up with the heart of the matter for all to understand.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

High technology plays a bigger part in your life. If you do not already have a
computer, you may think about owning one now. Perhaps this means you have a lot of
experience on computers in the workplace. Advertising, newsletters, personal communi-
cation and any other information media are where you work best. A financial obligation
will not go away, but deal with your responsibilities and they will feel less of a burden. Be
careful while shopping this afternoon-you may tend to purchase an overpriced item sim-
ply because of the convenience. You could have real difficulties when it comes to matters
of self-discipline. Stability and permanence satisfy a deep emotional need. This evening
you may decide to create a new recipe. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1328

ACROSS
1. A syndrome that occurs in many women

from 2 to 14 days before the onset of
menstruation.

4. Of or relating an apse.
11. A member of the Pueblo people living in

northern New Mexico.
15. Tastelessness by virtue of being cheap and

vulgar.
16. Comprises tropical American species usual-

ly placed in genus Masdevallia.
17. American professional baseball player

famous for hitting home runs (1895-1948).
18. Unlicensed drinking establishment.
20. General term for any insect or similar

creeping or crawling invertebrate.
21. A monocotyledonous genus of the family

Iridaceae.
22. Fallow deer.
23. A rotating disk shaped to convert circular

into linear motion.
25. Mentally sluggish.
27. The compass point that is one point east of

due south.
29. The trait of lacking restraint or control.
31. Having gaps or spaces.
34. (Greek mythology) Any of the 50 sea

nymphs who were daughters of the sea
god Nereus.

37. Automatic data processing by electronic
means without the use of tabulating cards
or punched tapes.

38. English economist noted for his studies of
international trade and finance (born in
1907).

40. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
41. A fractional monetary unit in Bangladesh

and India and Nepal and Pakistan.
43. A hard malleable ductile silvery metallic

element that is resistant to corrosion.
47. An organization of countries formed in

1961 to agree on a common policy for the
sale of petroleum.

51. The basic unit of money in Western Samoa.
52. The basic unit of money in Thailand.
53. Metal or plastic sheath over the end of a

shoelace or ribbon.
54. A training program to prepare college stu-

dents to be commissioned officers.
56. Shrubby lichens of the family Usneaceae

having a flattened thallus.
58. West Indian tree having racemes of fra-

grant white flowers and yielding a durable
timber and resinous juice.

61. A Hindu disciple of a swami.
62. According to the Old Testament he was a

pagan king of Israel and husband of
Jezebel (9th century BC).

63. A hardy cabbage with coarse curly leaves
that do not form a head.

66. (Babylonian) God of wisdom and agricul-
ture and patron of scribes and schools.

70. A score in baseball made by a runner
touching all four bases safely.

74. A sharp projection on an edge or surface.
75. The bureau of the Treasury Department

responsible for tax collections.
76. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat

trimmed off.
77. Aromatic bulb used as seasoning.
78. The cry made by sheep.
79. Elder brother of Krishna.
80. Being one more than ninety.

DOWN
1. An anxiety disorder associated with serious

traumatic events and characterized by
such symptoms as guilt about surviving or
reliving the trauma in dreams or numb-
ness and lack of involvement with reality
or recurrent thoughts and images.

2. A member of the Siouan people formerly liv-
ing in the Missouri river valley in NE
Nebraska.

3. (linguistics) The form of a word after all affix-
es are removed.

4. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit juice.
5. Be earlier in time.
6. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
7. Being nine more than ninety.
8. Give a nickname to.
9. (zoology) Pertaining to alulae.
10. A body of water cut off from a larger body

by a reef of sand or coral.
11. A three-legged rack used for support.
12. A plant hormone that promotes root for-

mation and bud growth.
13. United States inventor who manufactured

the first elevator with a safety device
(1811-1861).

14. Title for the former hereditary monarch of
Iran.

19. A vigorous blow.
24. Cassava with long tuberous edible roots

and soft brittle stems.
26. A master's degree in religion.
28. Area around the altar of a church for the

clergy and choir.
30. Any of numerous hairy-bodied insects

including social and solitary species.
32. (Babylonian) A demigod or first man.
33. Plausible glib talk (especially useful to a

salesperson).
35. Quieten or silence (a sound) or make (an

image) less visible.
36. Any of several compounds of barium.
39. Ludicrously odd.
42. Scarabaeid beetle considered divine by

ancient Egyptians.
44. Muslim name for God.
45. A garment (coat or sweater) that has raglan

sleeves.
46. (Norse mythology) Goddess of old age

who defeated Thor in a wrestling match.
48. A language spoken by the Atakapa people

of the Gulf coast of Louisiana and Texas.
49. A person who commits larceny.
50. Any of numerous local fertility and nature

deities worshipped by ancient Semitic
peoples.

55. A Russian river.
57. A severe recurring vascular headache.
59. (Zoroastrianism) Title for benevolent

deities.
60. East Indian tart yellow berrylike fruit.
64. Using speech rather than writing.
65. The basic unit of money on Malta.
67. A mythical Greek hero.
68. The Tibeto-Burman language spoken in the

Dali region of Yunnan.
69. Large sweet juicy hybrid between tanger-

ine and grapefruit having a thick wrinkled
skin.

71. A state-chartered savings bank owned by
its depositors and managed by a board of
trustees.

72. A constellation in the southern hemisphere
near Telescopium and Norma.

73. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.
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Perry’s dad says
her feud with Swift

‘ain’t over yet’

The two singers haven’t seen eye-to-eye for some
time, with the ‘Shake It Off’ hitmaker’s track ‘Bad
Blood’ supposedly about the brunette beauty, who

was a “straight-up enemy” that tried to “sabotage an entire
tour”. Though Katy has seemingly made reference to the
tensions between them during Taylor’s recent public spats
with Kim Kardashian West and ex-boyfriend Calvin Harris,
her mother Mary Hudson insists she’s currently trying to
“rise” above it all, but her father Keith Hudson says that
doesn’t mean the end of their war. Mary said: “Katy
released ‘Rise’. It says, ‘My feet have been put to the fire but
I will rise.’ That’s what she’s about right now.” Keith added to
Britain’s Grazia magazine: “You know it ain’t over yet.” Katy
became embroiled in Taylor’s row with Calvin - who she
split from in June, a few weeks before she began romanc-
ing Tom Hiddleston - after it emerged the ‘Shake It Off’ hit-
maker secretly wrote his track ‘This Is What You Came For’.
In a series of tweets, he wrote: “Hurtful to me at this point
that her and her team would go so far out of their way to
try and make ME look bad at this stage though I figure if
you’re happy in your new relationship you should focus on
that instead of trying to tear your ex bf down for some-
thing to do. I know you’re off tour and you need someone
new to try and bury like Katy ETC but I’m not that guy, sor-
ry. I won’t allow it. Please focus on the positive aspects of
YOUR life because you’ve earned a great one. God bless
everyone have a beautiful day (sic)”. In response, Katy, 31,
retweeted a message she wrote in May 2015 which read
“time, the ultimate truth teller” and  shared an animated
Gif on Twitter of US presidential candidate Hillary Clinton
pulling a smug “I told you so”-type expression.”  

G O S S I P
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l if e s t y l e

The 45-year-old actress has been fighting breast
cancer since last year and admitted that there are
times when she worries if she will survive. She

told Entertainment Tonight: “It’s hard, I started thinking
that I wasn’t going to live ... I don’t look past today. “I
don’t know if I’ll ever look like me again.” However,
Shannen is determined to beat the disease and is doing
everything she can to fight it. She said: “I want to
believe that if I fight. I’m gonna be okay.”  Shannen
recently shaved her head and posted pictures on
Instagram and her former ‘Beverly Hills 90210’ co-star
Jason Priestley, 46, called her “brave” for sharing her
struggle. He said: “What she did the other day, shaving
her head and posting the pictures and everything, that
was incredibly brave. Shannen’s a strong kid and a

tough fighter, and I know that she’s gonna come
through this fight and she’s gonna be OK.” Shannen -
who is currently married to her third husband Kurt
Iswarienko - revealed her diagnosis in August 2015 after
she filed a lawsuit against her former management and
accounting firm, Tanner, Mainstain, Glynn & Johnson,
who she took action against for allegedly failing to pay
her SAG [Screen Actor’s Guild] medical insurance with-
out her knowledge. In court documents, the actress
accused the firm of ignoring an invoice to pay her insur-
ance premium in early 2014. Shannen re-enrolled short-
ly before doctors discovered she has “invasive breast
cancer metastatic to at least one lymph node”.

Shannen Doherty opens up on cancer battle 

The ‘Iron Man 3’ actress’ divorce from Chris
Martin - the father of her children Apple, 12,
and 10-year-old Moses - was only finalised

last week, but she has already begun planning her
nuptials to TV producer Brad Falchuk and has even
enlisted the services of a wedding planner. A
source said: “Gwyneth and Brad are talking seri-
ously about marriage and are in the process of
picking a day at the end of autumn.”They want
something low key, most likely in the desert
where they often go for weekend breaks.
“Gwyneth has started working with a planner.
She’s a traditional person and wants a proper com-
mitment.” And the 43-year-old star is even keen to
have a baby with Brad, 45. The source added to
heat magazine: “Gwyn and Brad are crazy about
each other. There was chemistry from day one and

she likes to think they are ‘twin flames’. which is an
even stronger romantic connection than soul-
mates. “She’s also very keen to try for a baby with
Brad. She’s always talked about having a third
child in her forties, even when she was with Chris,
but the thought of doing this with Brad feels right.
“But first things first - a wedding. “People might be
surprised that she’s planning to get married again
but she doesn’t care. She feels lucky to have found
Brad.” The ‘Contagion’ actress recently hinted she
was keen to marry again. She said: “Marriage is a
beautiful and noble institution. And I haven’t gone
off it. I absolutely believe in marriage.”

Paltrow wants to marry later this year

The ‘You Don’t Know Love’ singer split
from Francesca Thomas last
September after three years of dating

and though he doesn’t like being on his
own, he’s at least grateful their break-up
gave him the chance to show off a new
side of himself on his upcoming fifth
album. He said: “I hate being single. It’s not
really where I want to be. “[But] because of
the heartbreak, it’s nice to give the fans
something different...”I want to be a bit
more bold [in the music] and for people to
see I’m not just this cheeky guy who sings
happy songs all the time. “I don’t get frus-
trated by that because it is who I am but it
was important for me to grow as an artist.
“You get to a point where you think, ‘I have
been through a break-up.’ The last couple
of albums I hadn’t. I was in love and I was
happy, so those are the songs you do.” And

the former ‘X Factor ’ presenter admits
thinks had felt “clunky” between him and
Francesca for a while before they split. He
said: “You grow apart. It wasn’t right. When
you’re with someone it should feel right
and at times it did feel a little bit clunky
during last year. “I was doing ‘X Factor’ and
had a lot on my plate. She was busy. We
weren’t seeing each other very much. It
was just hard.” But Olly, 32, is hoping he can
learn from his failed relationship when he
finds love again as it was his first experi-
ence of dating in the spotlight. He told
Britain’s HELLO! magazine: “It was my first
proper relationship in this job, this weird
world that I am in, doing music and being
famous. “It was weird for her and me to fig-
ure it all out. “When I’m with my next part-
ner... you learn from the mistakes.”

Olly Murs hates

being single

The ‘Star Trek Beyond’ actor - who has been dating the 27-year-old model for
around two years - fuelled speculation they were tying the knot when he
was spotted with a band on his ring finger and whilst the couple haven’t got

engaged just yet, they have spoken about the possibility. Zachary told E! News: “I
was just taking it [the ring] for a test drive, nothing formal. It’s a vintage ring that I
bought as a gift for Miles and because we were not together on this long press
tour I was like, ‘I am going to take that ring because I love it.’ But the only finger it
fit on was my ring finger on my left hand so I didn’t think much of it. “I am thrilled
that we can [get married] and I fought really hard for the right to marriage equali-
ty. I am really grateful for the Supreme Court for passing it a year ago. We love
each other and we talk about it, but we have no immediate plans.” Meanwhile, the
39-year-old star previously revealed he didn’t come out as gay until he was at col-
lege. He said: “The question of when I knew I was gay and when I accepted I was
gay are two very different conversations. I suppose I knew what was going on. I
just wasn’t ready to look at it. “In college, I’d say. [When he came out]. Once I
broke free of the expectations of my upbringing, my socioeconomic exposure to
....I grew up with a pretty suburban, Catholic upbringing. I feel once I was able to
create my own life and explore my own path ... um ... then I started to turn my
attention to fully understanding and accepting who I am.”

Quinto spoke about  getting
married to Miles McMilla

The 38-year-old star has revealed
she is “old fashioned” when it
comes to relationships and

would have preferred if she could
have stayed with her first husband,
with whom she has Princess, nine, and
Junior, 11. She said: “I’m still quite old
fashioned, if I’d had it my way I would
have stayed married to the first per-
son I was married to, had kids and
lived happily ever after.” And Katie
hasn’t ruled out the chance of reunit-
ing with Peter, 43, on a professional
level. She added: “Work is work. I can
be professional, Pete can be profes-
sional. So why couldn’t we all do a
‘Loose Women’ together? Imagine us
presenting ‘This Morning’? “People
would definitely watch it. We’d proba-
bly give each other crap, and people
would wonder if we were serious or
not. I t would be quite funny.”
Meanwhile, Katie - who recently had

her breast implants removed - also
opened up about her cosmetic sur-
gery scars, insisting they don’t bother
her. She shared: “No one’s perfect. I’m
proud of my caesarean scars, as that’s
where my kids came from. It makes
me feel normal, what makes me feel
normal is that I’m not pregnant for the
first time in a few years and I’m doing
my own thing again. That’s the way
forward. Bring back the old Katie
Price, the businesswoman and the
empire. I ’m addicted to work, I
absolutely love working and new
challenges.” And Katie - who also has
Harvey, 14, from a previous relation-
ship and Jett, two, and 23-month-old
Bunny with her husband Kieran Hayler
- isn’t a fan of going to nightclubs any-
more and prefers to stay at home with
her family.

The ‘Focus’ star has always had a good relationship
with his three children - Willow, 15, and Jaden, 18,
with his wife Jada Pinkett Smith and Trey, 23, from

his marriage to Sheree Zampino - and growing up, he
used a technique called the Circle of Safety, where his kids
were encouraged to be completely honest and say how
they feel but isn’t keen for it to continue now. Speaking on
The Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon, he quipped: “As a
father, you do not want a circle of safety with a 15-year-
old daughter. You do not. I’m like, ‘Baby, you need to start
lying!’” Meanwhile, Willow previously opened up about
family life and revealed she feels as though her and her
brother Jaden are “identical twins” because they are so
similar. She shared: “We’re like binary stars, like two parts
of one thing. I know what he’s thinking at all times. And he
knows what I’m thinking. We’re not identical twins, but it
feels like that in a lot of ways ... “I was lost and super inse-
cure [when I was figuring things out]. But then I stopped
trying to find myself in these other inanimate objects,
people, and ideas. I realized it isn’t about finding yourself -
it’s about creating yourself.” And the ‘Whip My Hair’ hit-
maker also opened up about her unique sense of style.

She said: “I have some cool shoes on and I wear crazy eye-
liner, but it’s really all about emulating the colors you feel
inside. A lot of clothes are cute, but after you buy the
Yeezy shoes, after you get your hair done with a weave,
you’re still the same person. I feel like more and more kids
are starting to realize this.”

Price would have liked to
stay married to Peter Andre

Smith wants his daughter
to start lying more
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The ‘As Long As You Love Me’ hitmaker was
reportedly spotted offering acting tips to
the ‘17 Again’ star when they partied at

Efron’s home in Los Angeles earlier this week. A
source told Us Weekly magazine: “[Justin told
Zac] to be more selective about the roles he
takes. Justin was very honest and kind of went
in on Zac but Zac appreciated it. “Zac told
Justin to keep breaking boundaries. He was
giving him life tips.” Meanwhile, 22-year-old
Justin has also been giving Kylie Jenner advice

on how to cope with fame at a young age. She
shared recently: “I’m so close to him because I
feel like he’s been through exactly what I’ve
been through in a completely different way but
very similar. “He gets me, and every time I see
him he always sits me down and is like, ‘Are you
OK? You’re amazing. You can get through this,
just stay true to yourself.’ He helps me a lot.”
And Justin is equally happy to receive advice,
after it was previously revealed he got tips on
making a comeback from Kanye West. He said:

“Out of anyone in the industry who is creative
and I see eye to eye with, he really gets me. His
advice is always just, ‘make music that’s so
good people can’t hate on it’. I didn’t wanna
bore him or waste his time. So I was like, ‘Can I
play you these songs?’ and he was like, ‘I wanna
hear everything.’ To hear him say that, it stuck
with me. It just showed that he cared.”

Bieber gives Zac Efron career advice

The 26-year-old star worked opposite the 30 Seconds
to Mars frontman in the hotly anticipated movie and
admits he surprised her every day. She told ShortList

magazine: “I was ... surprised. I was surprised! There’s an
understatement! I loved that stuff. Jared was doing half my
work for me. “Harley [Quinn, her character] is very much a
part of a relationship. To have such commitment from the
other half made my job a thousand times easier, and a
thousand times more fun. I didn’t know what was going to
happen when we got on set. It’s exciting to act opposite
that.” Meanwhile, the ‘Legend Of Tarzan’ star previously
revealed she studied Jared, 44, like a psychologist would so
she could get to know him as he was always in character.

She said: “He’s in character all the time. I spent a lot of time
trying to figure out their relationship. Because he’s got this
facade up, it was really hard for me to get through to him
at first. So I was like, okay, I gotta approach this as if I’m try-
ing to crack the Joker. “It’s a test that psychologists use to
determine what mental illness people might have. It’s a list
of 500 questions or something. Whenever we had time to
rehearse or improvise, or even in scenes, I’d just start with
those questions ... I’d see which ones would catch him off
guard and how, how he’d react, and I’d be like, ‘Okay, I’m
gonna go for this tactic now.’”

Robbie found it ‘exciting’ 
starring alongside Jared Leto 

The 21-year-old model wrote a lengthy post on
Instagram last year slamming those who criticized her
figure and 12 months on, she admits it was all a bit over-

whelming for her. She said: “That was the journal entry that I
thought would help people and let people know that they
can speak up and defend themselves. Everyone is affected by
the pressures that come from being on social media. We’re all
human. I’ll never say that it doesn’t affect me ... I’ll post a pic-
ture and one person will say I’m too fat and three comments
down someone’s calling me anorexic. So it happens to every-
one. We all go through it and no one’s alone in that for sure.”
And Gigi - who is dating Zayn Malik - also revealed she was
“really touched” that so many other models got in touch with
her to tell her they felt the same way. Speaking in Vogue mag-
azine’s podcast, she added: “What also really touched me that
week was my friends that came to me that hadn’t done so
before. Everyone from my friends that are considered plus-size
models to Victoria’s Secret Angels who are often shown a lot
of hate for being too skinny. Neither are too much this or too
much that - they’re bodies.” In her open letter, which she post-
ed in September 2015, Gigi revealed she is “proud” of her fig-
ure. She wrote: “Yes I have boobs, I have abs, I have a butt, I
have thighs, but I’m not asking for special treatment ... If I
didn’t have the body I do, I wouldn’t have the career I do. I love
that I can be sexy. I’m proud of it. “I’ve said it before ... I hope
everyone gets to a place in their life where they’d rather talk
about the things that inspire them over the things that bring
others down. At least be open if not part of the change,
because it’s undeniable happening.”

Hadid hoped to ‘help people’
when she hit back at bodyshamers

The ‘Missing You’ singer has filed to legally separate
from Martin ‘Kendu’ Isaacs - who is also her manager -
after 12 years of marriage, citing irreconcilable differ-

ences for the cause of the split. Now, Mary has released a
statement admitting things just haven’t worked out
between the couple but she is determined to move on
with her life. Her representative said: “Ms. Blige is saddened
to say it is true that she has filed for divorce, saying some-
times things don’t work how we hoped they would. But,
there is a divine plan and a reason for everything.” The R&B
star is going to put all her energy into recording her new
album - her first since 2014’s ‘The London Sessions’ on
which she worked with Sam Smith, Naughty Boy, Emeli
Sande and Disclosure among others - and she has thanked
all of her fans for their messages of support. The represen-

tative added: “Mary will continue writing and working on
her album which is due out later this year along with her
world tour. She thanks and appreciates her fans for their
support and love through this very difficult emotional
time.”  Mary has previously opened up on her relationship
with Martin, and admitted having a professional relation-
ship with her husband could lead to complications. She
said: “He always has my back - he’s going to fight to the
death for Mary J Blige. The downside is that there’s no sep-
aration - it’s on all the time. “When you don’t feel like
answering to your manager, he’s still your husband. If one
of you doesn’t want to talk about something right now,
you have to respect that. And you have to respect each
other’s space.”

Blige confirms her divorce was a ‘divine plan’ 

Van Damme storms
out of Australian 

TV interview 

The 55-year-old action star was being interviewed via
satellite for morning show ‘Sunrise’ on Thursday
when he became annoyed by the questions, which

included one about his former fling Kylie Minogue, and
stormed out. He said: “Yeah, I like Kylie, I like everybody -
can I please come to Australia and talk to you? Sorry guys, I
cannot do this anymore. You are talking to a guy who’s
very rough, you know? Let me talk. It’s good for the peo-
ple; they can hear that. Let me talk please. Those questions,
the press, they have been asking me the same questions
for the last 25 years. ‘Kylie?’ ‘How’s your training?’ ‘How’s
your this?’ ‘How’s your that?’ So, I’m coming to Australia to
maybe do something kind of different with the audience.
“I’m 55 years old. So I’m not anymore 35, 25. I’m 55 years
old. So I’ve got a different view of life, and we’ll talk about
this in Australia. But those interview you are giving me on
TV right now, they are very boring. Because the questions
are boring. It’s difficult for me to answer the question, so I
start to sweat. I  don’t feel good, because then I’m
very...they are boring. Next question? You have something
interesting to ask me?” Jean-Claude, who was in Bangkok
when the interview took place, then claimed he had to go
to the restroom but actually tore off his microphone and
left. He could be heard saying: “What the hell is going on
with Australia? What the fluck is going on? I cannot do this.
I’m too natural. You can blow this stuff away. What is this?”
The star was appearing on the show to promote an
upcoming speaking tour in Australia. 

Jodie Marsh has
given her fans a lesson

in staying positive

The 37-year-old bodybuilder took to her YouTube
channel to preach the benefits of positivity, some-
thing she insists has helped her deal with the break-

down of her eight-month marriage to James Placido. In a
video, she said: “Today I want to talk to you about being
strong and being happy. Do you know what? People could
do with a lesson from me in happiness and staying posi-
tive.” Jodie believes she’s uniquely qualified to give advice
on optimistic thinking because she has been able to
remain a strong person in the face of adversity. Although
she has been “through a lot of crap in life, a lot,” she has
overcome all her problems by being the “strongest person I
know and also the most positive”. Jodie has also claimed
she’s been a target for lots of unscrupulous people
because of her celebrity status. She explained: “I’ve never
had an easy ride - I’ve had people steal money from me,
steal jewelry from me, I’ve had people stab me in the back
because of who I am. Even now I’m going through hell in
my private life, and I won’t go into it because it’s private.
But I am going through hell believe me.” Following her split
from her husband James, television documentary maker
Jodie is once again living a celibate life and she intends to
fulfil her dream of having a baby by using a sperm donor.

The 31-year-old actress stars as Diana, warrior princess
of the Amazons, in the new movie and was over-
whelmed when she saw the likeness of her character.

Posting a picture on Twitter, she wrote: “This is absolutely
extraordinary - the #WonderWoman @Barbie is here! Who
got theirs at #SDCC this year!? (sic).” The Barbie shows
Wonder Woman wearing a gold tiara and a blue cape,
while carrying a gold lasso. Gal recently revealed she took
inspiration for the character from the real-life Princess
Diana, after watching a documentary on the late British
royal. She said: “She leads from her heart not from her
head. And that describes this Diana.” The trailer’s official
description was revealed at San Diego Comic Con earlier
this month and it states: “Before she was Wonder Woman,
she was Diana, princess of the Amazons, trained to be an
unconquerable warrior. “Raised on a sheltered island para-
dise, when an American pilot crashes on their shores and
tells of a massive conflict raging in the outside world,
Diana leaves her home, convinced she can stop the threat.
“Fighting alongside man in a war to end all wars, Diana will
discover her full powers...and her true destiny.” ‘Wonder
Woman’ also stars Chris Pine, Robin Wright, Connie Nielsen,
David Thewlis, Danny Huston, Elena Anaya and Ewen
Bremner. - Bangshowbiz 

Gadot thrilled with the 
‘Wonder Woman’ Barbie doll
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The invigorating new thriller “Nerve,” now playing
in theaters, goes deep into the psychology of
the internet with an addictive game that’s so

fresh, you wonder whether the filmmakers had a tip
that the Pokemon Go craze was on the horizon.

In the film, based on the 2012 Jeanne Ryan novel,
Nerve is an app-based game that’s all the rage among
the kids. You can choose to be a “player” or a “watcher.”
Players are given dares by anonymous masses of
watchers with the promise of cash prizes at the end of
each dare, which they have to film themselves doing -
not dissimilar to Facebook Live or Periscope. The
dares can be as innocuous as kissing a stranger for
five seconds, which is how Emma Roberts’ square
high school student Vee gets hooked up with Dave
Franco’s slightly older, slightly untrustworthy Ian. Or
the dares can be as dangerous as dead-hanging off a
high-rise.

“Nerve” is directed by Henry Joost and Ariel
Schulman, the men who brought the world “Catfish,”
that is-it-real, is-it-fake cultural phenomenon/docu-

mentary from 2010 about lying on the internet that
birthed the popular television show. They were excit-
ed to jump back into the current state of the internet.
A lot has changed in six years, and “Nerve” almost
makes “Catfish” look quaint.

Hacker collaborations 
“There have been a lot of movies that are fantasy

or dystopian that take place in this world that you
have to imagine. And we look around and we’re kind
of already living in a sci-fi movie with the technology
that exists today and a lot of really simple things we
take for granted,” Joost said. “We’ve gone so far
beyond ‘1984’ that it feels like we had to tell a story
about that.” They collaborated with everyone from
teens to a former hacker for the CIA to develop tech-
nology that would look and feel believable “five min-
utes in the future,” and also something that wouldn’t
look as though it required startup money.

The scariest part of “Nerve” is that the game is user
generated and promulgated. There is no center to

attack once things start getting out of hand. This was
a change from the novel, which has a shadowy evil
genius controlling everything. “We realized what was
actually more insidious and scarier and much harder
to control and confront is if we’re the bad guys,”
screenwriter Jessica Sharzer said. “It’s more truthful to
the way the internet works.”

Beyond the drug-like thrills of the escalating dares,
the film feels part “Risky Business” and part “After
Hours,” as Vee and Ian team up to try to win the game
- which is also incidentally a popularity contest. Those
with the most watchers get to advance. But the stakes
keep going up as more and more dares are complet-
ed. “Just wait. Neither of us think it’s necessarily a
good idea for the game to exist, but it might be
inevitable,” Schulman said. — AP  

These images released by Lionsgate shows Emma Roberts in scenes from the thriller, “Nerve.” — AP photos 

‘Nerve’ is a dark thriller for the digital generation

The creators of “Pokemon Go” say they’re
working to remove real-world locations
that don’t wish to be included in the

mobile gaming sensation. The Pokemon
Company’s consumer marketing director JC
Smith said in an interview this week that
they’re updating the augmented-reality
game so it remains fun for players but
respects the real world.

“When something is really popular, we
have to figure out the most respectful way to
deal with it and make sure that everyone is
playing safely and doing things in a respect-
ful manor,” said Smith. “It’s only been two
weeks since it launched, and there’s been so
much attention and so many people playing
that it’s tough to think of all the ways it could
affect the world.” The location-aware game
provides virtual rewards for players who visit
real sites designated as “Pokestops” in the
game. Several locations, such as the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park in Japan and
the Arlington National Cemetery in
Washington, DC, have asked to be removed
from “Pokemon Go.”

Since the free game launched July 6 for
mobile devices and rocketed to the top of the
download charts, some players have injured
themselves in pursuit of virtual monsters or
have been distracted while playing “Pokemon
Go” while driving. “For us, we’re making sure
the play experience is done right,” said Smith.
“Initially, there was some server overload,

which we’ve worked on. Now, we’re looking
at features in the game and how to fine-tune
them so that it’s appealing to the fans but
also respectful of the private institutions that
are affected by it.”

Smith wouldn’t offer a timeline of when
updates will come to the game. “Pokemon
Go” developer Niantic offers an online form to
request exclusions, but changes to the game
are not automatic. For some sensitive loca-
tions, change has already come to “Pokemon
Go.” US Holocaust Memorial Museum
spokesman Andrew Hollinger said the muse-
um had been removed from the game per its
wishes.

Despite the monumental success of
“Pokemon Go,” Smith said the mobile game’s
triumph isn’t affecting how the Pokemon Co.
is approaching future projects based on the
20-year-old franchise, such as a live-action
film to be produced by Legendary
Entertainment or the upcoming “Pokemon
Sun” and “Pokemon Moon” games for the
Nintendo 3DS system. “We don’t need to
directly tie anything to ‘Go’ for it to benefit
our fans or the brand as a whole,” said Smith.
“In the end, the characters are the same.
Pikachu in our animated series or Pikachu in
our upcoming Legendary film or Pikachu in
‘Go’ are all the same.’” — AP 

Two reunions make “Black Panther” an espe-
cially personal chapter in the Marvel cine-
matic universe. The movie, set to begin

filming in January, will mark the third time direc-
tor Ryan Coogler has worked with actor Michael
B. Jordan. They teamed up previously on “Creed”
and “Fruitvale Station.” They’re joined by Lupita
Nyong’o and Danai Gurira, the star and writer,
respectively, of the Tony-nominated play
“Eclipsed,” which concluded its run on Broadway
last month. Chadwick Boseman stars as T’Challa,
also known as Black Panther.

“They’ve been doing a really good job of
keeping this a secret - even from the cast,” Jordan
said after his role was revealed to fans at Comic-
Con over the weekend. “I’m really excited to get

back to working with Ryan Coogler.” Jordan plays
the villain in the movie, set in the fictional African
nation of Wakanda. “I’m really, really curious to
start diving into a side of my personality that a
lot of people don’t get a chance to see. It’s always
cool to show a different side,” the 29-year-old
actor said.

Coogler, 30, is still polishing the script for the
movie, which features the first black superhero in
comics, at a time of turmoil in the US over police
killings of black men. “I feel fortunate and excited
to be making a film like this. No time better than
now,” he said. Though best known for her role in
“The Walking Dead,” Gurira’s “Eclipsed,” about five
women caught in Liberia’s civil war, garnered six
Tony nominations. She grew up in Zimbabwe.

“To see an epic story like this told with the
Marvel engine, the Marvel abilities - through the
personhood, really, of African people - is really,
really thrilling,” she said. “It’s a dream come true
for a little African girl who spends her life watch-
ing other folks do those types of stories - and
gets to see Africans do that story. I mean, that’s
pretty amazing.” The Oscar-winning Nyong’o
credited “God’s good grace” with reuniting her
with Gurira, “because I had no say in the matter.”
“We did a secret jump up-and-down while we
were working on ‘Eclipsed,’” she said. “I don’t
mind carrying on the rest of my life with her.”
“Black Panther” is set for release in 2018. — AP 

Nas, one of music’s most revered lyricists
and story tellers, is taking his talents into
filmmaking. The rapper has traded per-

forming onstage to work behind-the-scenes as an
executive producer on projects including Netflix’s
“The Get Down” and IFC Films’ “The Land,” which
opens in New York and Los Angeles on Friday. Nas
said he’s looking to make a mark in film like he
has done in music. “I’m right on track of what I’m
supposed to be doing in my life,” the 42-year-old
said in an interview this week. “It’s been my
dream to work in films. I share a love for films as
much as I feel it for music. This is my calling.”

“The Land,” which stars R&B singer Erykah
Badu, focuses on four teenagers who have aspira-
tions of becoming professional skateboarders
and hopes to escape the streets of Cleveland. But
their plans are derailed when they get caught in a
drug dispute with a local queen pin. Nas found
and placed songs for the film’s 14-song sound-
track, which features Kanye West and Pusha T. It’s
the first soundtrack released under Nas’ indie
label, Mass Appeal Records. “It gave us a little idea
of what is cut out for us for future projects,” he
said. “We got wings behind our back, so we’re just
flying with it. We’re looking to do more in the
future.”

On “The Get Down,” Nas wrote all the lyrics

including poems and battle raps that will appear
in the 13-episode series, co-created by Baz
Luhrmann. The show, which premieres Aug. 12,
delves into the birth of hip-hop in New York in the
1970s and rap icon Grandmaster Flash is also an
associate producer on the project. Luhrmann said
Nas played an integral part of the filmmaking
process. “He completely dedicated himself to get-
ting it done,” said Luhrmann, who also directed
“Moulin Rouge!” and “The Great Gatsby.”

“He wrote rhymes for every act. It’s his voice.
He is an executive producer, and it’s not just a

title. He helped me with bringing a lot of creative
ideas to the table. He was a go-to guy,” Luhrmann
continued. “I would call him at 2 am in the morn-
ing for his opinion. So, he’s been great like that.”
It’s not the first time Nas has ventured into film:
He had roles in the 1998 movie “Belly” and “Black
Nativity” in 2013. But these days, Nas is continu-
ing to learn the different aspects of filmmaking so
he can one day create his own movie. He wants to
get more involved as a screenwriter and director.

Luhrmann believes Nas has the potential to do
just that. “His raps are very well-written narratives,
and filmmaking is storytelling,” Luhrmann said. “If
Nas would make a film, it would be something to
see.” “The Get Down: Original Soundtrack from
the Netflix Original Series” will also be available
Aug. 12 via Sony’s RCA Records and Luhrmann’s
label, House of Iona. Nas executive produced the
soundtrack, which features the Grammy-nomi-
nated rapper as well as Miguel, Christina Aguilera,
Zayn, Leon Bridges and others. — AP 

Reunions make Marvel’s ‘Black
Panther’ especially personal

Actor Michael B Jordan, right, and writer-director Ryan Coogler pose for a
portrait in Los Angeles.

Spanish fans play the addictive Pokemon Go game during a gathering in central Madrid,
Spain. — AP photos Lupita Nyong’o, from left, Michael B. Jordan and Danai Gurira attend the

“Black Panther” panel on day 3 of Comic-Con International on Saturday,
July 23, 2016, in San Diego. — AP photos ‘Pokemon Go’ creators working 

to be ‘respectful’ of reality
Building his brand: Rapper Nas ventures into filmmaking

This Dec 20, 2012, file pho-
to shows rapper and actor
Nas, born Nasir Jones, pos-
ing in New York. — AP 
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Hong Kong’s 2014 pro-democracy “Umbrella Revolution”
was re-imagined as a zombie apocalypse by gamemak-
ers who transformed politicians and protesters into the

walking dead using virtual reality technology at a comic and
games expo Friday. Teenagers and video game enthusiasts
packed the Ani-Com show at the city’s harbourfront conven-
tion centre and queued for “Hong Kong Infected”, where they
shot down protesters and police officers who had been afflict-
ed by an unknown contagion.

In late 2014, tens of thousands took part in a mass pro-
democracy rally, dubbed the “Umbrella Revolution” which
paralysed the city for more than two months, with residents
calling on Beijing to allow fully free elections of future leaders.
The rally exploded on September 28 of that year when police

fired tear gas to disperse crowds. But in the virtual reality par-
allel universe, they were turned into zombies.

“(In the game) there is a mysterious gas released at that
time when protesters are being dispersed,” Elphonso Lam, art
director for production house YYY Industry which created the
game, told AFP. “You can imagine how scary it would be as the
protesters, police and even lawmakers turn into zombies,” Lam
said.  “We wanted to make a record of what Hong Kongers
have experienced, so we used this topic,” he said, adding that
very few local productions would be willing to touch upon
such a sensitive issue.

The game was designed for the virtual reality platform and
players got their first look at the show. Players also have to
gun down “the boss”-an enlarged, zombified version of a pro-

Beijing lawmaker, in a three-dimensional re-creation of the
area near the government headquarters where the protests
were held. The game is expected to be released next year
along with a feature-length film and a comic series on the
same storyline.

Player Flan Lau, 24, who along with other players wore an
Oculus VR headset and held up a mock gun to play the demo,
said the experience was better than traditional video games.
“If you are unable to experience a three-dimensional environ-
ment... there is a difference,” the subway technician told AFP.
Sony also displayed their newest VR kit, which will launch in
October with their PS4 gaming console, to the exhibition.
“Everybody is talking about VR...I believe this trend will totally
change the gaming industry,” Sony Marketing Communication

for Hong Kong assistant general manager Jacqueline Chiu
said.

Players donning VR headsets at Sony’s Playstation booth
beat up baddies as Batman in “Batman: Arkham VR”, while oth-
ers carried out robberies in “The London Heist”. The Ani-Com
show is one of the biggest of its kind in Asia, where teenagers
and video game lovers go to buy limited editions of toy fig-
ures and wear costumes mimicking their favorite comic book
heroes. — AFP 

Fans embrace their inner geek at
Hong Kong’s Ani-com

A young woman dressed in cosplay uses her phone.

A man dressed in cosplay has his makeup applied by a friend at the
annual Ani-Com show in Hong Kong on July 29, 2016. — AFP photos 

Two young women dressed for cosplay take a selfie. 

A girl plays a virtual reality parachuting game. Three hostesses pose with Sony Playstation merchandise. A statue based on local politician Christopher Chung is displayed at the stall of
a virtual reality game called “Hong Kong Infected” by production house YYY
Industry.

Although he’s one of the most accomplished skydivers in the
world, Luke Aikins will tell you what he’s about to do - jump
out of a plane without a parachute - is one crazy stunt. “If I

wasn’t nervous I would be stupid,” Aikins, who has jumped 18,000
times with a parachute, said recently as he prepared to jump from
25,000 feet without one. He plans to land in a giant net for a pro-
gram being broadcast live Saturday on Fox. Crazy perhaps, but
only the latest in a long line of outrageous endeavors. Here are 10
of the craziest and most dangerous.

Evel Knievel’s Snake River Canyon Jump
After years of jumping motorcycles over buses, trucks and

fountains, and breaking many of his bones, Knievel decided to
ride a rocket-powered motorcycle across a mile-wide chasm in
Utah’s Snake River Canyon on Sept. 8, 1974. He didn’t make it, his
cycle crashing on the canyon floor below. His escape chute
deployed prematurely, likely saving his life.

Felix Baumgartner’s Stratosphere Jump
The Austrian daredevil became the first skydiver to break the

speed of sound when he jumped from a small capsule 24 miles
above Earth on Oct. 14, 2012, and landed safely on the ground
near Roswell, New Mexico, nine minutes later. Aikins helped train
Baumgartner for that stunt and was the backup jumper.

The Trade Towers Walk
Philippe Petit and his companions surreptitiously strung a wire

between New York City’s then-recently constructed World Trade
Towers on Aug. 6, 1974, and Petit walked across it the next day. He
danced, strutted and clowned around for 45 minutes as startled
bystanders watched from 110 stories below. The Frenchman’s
stunt is the subject of the 2008 documentary “Man on Wire” and

the 2015 film “The Walk.”

Karl Wallenda’s Final Walk
The patriarch of the famous German high-wire-walking family

plunged to his death on March 22, 1978, while attempting to
cross a wire strung between two hotel towers in San Juan, Puerto
Rico. Although the 73-year-old Wallenda had performed much
more difficult stunts, a wind gust caught him off guard and he fell.
In 2012, his great-grandson, Nik Wallenda, became the first person
to walk a tightrope across Niagara Falls. And a year later he tight-
roped across a gorge near the Grand Canyon.

Move Over Knievel
Record-setting Australian motorcycle daredevil Robbie

Maddison rang in 2009 by flying his bike 120 feet through the air
and landing on Paris Las Vegas hotel’s 96-foot-high arch. The feat
put a gash in one hand that required 10 stitches. Noting afterward
that he’d previously broken his neck, wrist and collarbone doing
stunts, Maddison said he considered this injury no more than a
paper cut.

Mad Mike Hughes’ Steam-Powered Rocket Jump
Using a rocket powered by the same technology as Knievel’s

Snake River motorcycle, Hughes soared 1,374 feet across the
Arizona desert in January 2014, staggering out of the contraption
after it landed. He plans a longer jump later this year.

Dean Potter’s Last BASE Jump
One of the sport’s most acclaimed and safety-conscious

jumpers, Potter, 43, was attempting a twilight wingsuit leap from
Yosemite National Park’s Taft Point on May 16, 2015, when some-
thing went wrong and he plunged to his death. Graham Hunt, a

friend jumping with him, also died. BASE jumping is an acronym
for leaping from a building, antenna, span or Earth and is banned
in Yosemite, although it occurs there with some regularity.

Johnny Strange’s Final Flight 
The American adventurer, who at 17 became the youngest

person to summit the highest mountains on all seven continents,
was 23 last October when crashed into a mountain in the Swiss
Alps while filming a video for a new wingsuit. The day before he’d
posted on social media stunning close-to-the-ground photos he’d
taken, but he’d also noted the weather had been unpredictable.

Feats of the French Spiderman
“Urban climber” Alain Robert has scaled the tallest structures

all over the world, often without ropes or harnesses and some-
times illegally. On Christmas Day 2004 he climbed to the top of
Taiwan’s Taipei 101 Building, which at the time was the world’s
tallest. Braving rain and wind, he climbed for four hours to get to
the top, stopping along the way to chat with Taiwan’s president.

Changing Planes in Midair
That’s what Paul Steiner did in 2010 when he climbed out of

one glider flying at about 100 miles per hour over Austria, jumped
onto the wing of another and then stood up and grabbed hold of
the tail wing of the first plane as they flew in tandem. Steiner was
wearing a parachute at the time, which he used to get back to the
ground safely. — AP 

Leona Lewis puts

aside pop world to get

nails in ‘Cats’

When she was not yet 10, Leona Lewis was taken to see
“Cats” in London. It turned out to be theatrical catnip.
“It was so magical and it was such a spectacle, just

the music and the dance, everything was so emotional. I just
remember loving it,” she recalled. “After seeing the show, I
went to my singing teacher and I went, ‘I want to learn
“Memory.’” So I ended up learning ‘Memory’ when I was like 9.”

More than two decades later, Lewis is leading the
Broadway revival of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s still-frisky musical.
In the years since she first encountered “Cats,” Lewis won the
TV contest show “X Factor,” earned three Grammy nomina-
tions. She became the first British female solo artist to top the
US Billboard 200 album chart in more than 20 years. Broadway
represented a career shake up following a disappointing
reception to “I Am,” her fifth studio album and the first since
she left Simon Cowell’s record label.

“It’s a lot of work and it’s very focused and dedicated and
you have to literally eat, sleep, live, breathe the theater. That
was a whole new challenge for me and something I wanted to
take on,” she said. “I feel like it will improve me as a performer -
it already has.” Lewis, 31, is playing Grizabella, a once-elegant
but now faded and isolated creature in a shabby coat. It’s a
role immortalized by Elaine Paige and Betty Buckley. “It’s
thrilling to see Leona step into the shoes of a character that
has inspired thousands of theater fans for almost four
decades,” said choreographer Andy Blankenbuehler. “From the
start of our work on this production, she has jumped in with
such openness and courage.”

Lewis and the cast endured a sort of feline boot camp led
by Blankenbuehler, a Tony winner for “Hamilton.” “We spent
two days crawling around as a cat. We were cats. We ate as
cats, we were napping as cats, the whole cast was crawling
around as cats. So we definitely have that in our body,” she
said, laughing.—AP

A look at some of the most death-defying stunts of all time
Leona Lewis 

In this Aug 7, 1974, file photo, Philippe Petit, a French high
wire artist, walks across a tightrope suspended between
the World Trade Center’s Twin Towers in New York. — AP
photos 

In this July 31, 1974, file photo, a parachute opens behind
the rocket-powered Sky Cycle X-2, containing American
motorcycle stuntman Evel Knievel, as he attempts to jump
the Snake River Canyon, Idaho.

In this Oct 9, 2012, file photo, Felix Baumgartner, in pres-
surized suit on platform at left, prepares to enter the bal-
loon capsule in Roswell, New Mexico. 



38
‘Pokemon Go’ creators working

to be ‘respectful’ of reality

SUNDAY, JULY 31, 2016

David Hoggan of the Kuwaiti Al Farsi Kite Team checks a kite before flying it in the St Annes Kite Festival on the seafront in Lytham St Annes, North West England yesterday. 

Members of the Kuwaiti Al Farsi Kite Team send up their kites as they participate in the St Annes Kite Festival . — AFP photos  

Rio de Janeiro’s residents, or Cariocas, don’t need the
Olympics to prove their city is the center of the sporting
world-they know that the second they step outside.

Winter or summer-well, there isn’t too much difference in
tropical paradise-crowds of locals get up at dawn for a jog.
That might be true in many cities. What’s different here is that
Cariocas also rise for rowing, paddleboarding, group swim-
ming in the Atlantic, climbing on Sugarloaf Mountain, surfing,
skateboarding, football, volleyball-the list goes on. And then
after work, out they all come again.

Every evening, Copacabana, Ipanema and Barra beaches
fill with people in bathing suits, bikinis and Lycra athletic gear.
Even at two or three in the morning, it’s common to see
employees from hotels and restaurants playing beach football
by floodlight at the end of their long shifts. It’s the healthy,
even sometimes fanatically healthy, side of a country where
obesity is a serious problem, with more than 52 percent con-
sidered overweight nationwide.

Sports addicts 
“We’re addicted to sport. We have classes from Monday to

Thursday and if we can, we go Friday too. And Saturday. And
Sunday,” said Manuela Jifoni, a 34-year-old foot volleyball play-
er waiting for her companions to show up on Flamengo
beach. Leonardo Ghisoni, a Hawaiian outrigger canoe champi-
on and instructor, said “there’s no better city than Rio” for
swimming sports, given the average annual temperature of 24
Celsius. “I have students of all ages. At six in the morning, older
women come and in the afternoon, it’s the adolescents,”
Ghisoni, 44, said. 

Ghisoni leads classes paddling out into the beautiful, but
badly polluted Guanabara Bay, where Olympic sailing and
windsurfing events will take place, and further out into the
Atlantic to visit the coastal Cagarras islands off Ipanema. The

49-foot canoe takes six people at a time and although the
sport only arrived 15 years ago in Brazil, the boat’s Polynesian
design is ancient. Marcus Vinicius Freire, sports director at the
Brazilian Olympic Committee, which oversees the 465-strong
team at the Summer Games, told AFP that Rio is a sports capi-
tal for three basic reasons.

“First, it’s the geography: it’s green, there’s water, moun-
tains, flat areas, so you have options. Secondly, there’s the
temperature, and thirdly there’s the Carioca spirit,” he said.
That spirit is partly the easygoing Carioca way, but it also
includes the love of living outdoors, where the beach
becomes an extension of the living room and swimming is

feasible 365 days a year. “There’s also a big cult of the body.
But it’s also the cult of health, it’s a mix,” said canoe instructor
Ricardo Moreira, 42, who has competed at a high level and
also likes to cycle, run and go to the gym every week.

All in the name of fun  
Victor Melo, coordinator at the Sports History Laboratory at

Rio Federal University, said there’s another big element: the
love of having fun. “There’s a cult of having a good time” and
Rio has the public space to let that happen, Melo said. “Having
fun is the Carioca’s strong point and before or after work, he’s
trying to find ways to do that.” That’s why in addition to the

team sports, Cariocas take seriously the after-games tradition
of having a cold beer. 

“Always after football, you have beer-it’s as important as
the football,” Melo said. Adriana Behar, a silver medal-winning
Olympic beach volleyball player in the Sydney 2000 and
Athens 2004 Games, said Rio is “fabulous.” “There are moun-
tains, paths, beaches, lagoons. The temperature gets people
up and they can stay outside late into the night,” Behar said.
“Cariocas go to the beach to sunbathe, but it’s also to play
sport and to have fun with friends and family. To play.” — AFP 

Everyday is the Olympics for sports-crazy Rio 

A woman takes a selfie before an Olympic rings installation at Copacabana beach
in Rio de Janeiro.

A surfer walks towards the water at a viewpoint overlooking Ipanema beach in Rio de
Janiero.
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