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PALLEKELE: Sri Lanka’s Kaushal Silva (L) attempts to field a ball hit by Australia’s captain Steven Smith (R) as wicket-
keeper Dinesh Chandimal (C) looks on during the fourth day of their opening Test match between Sri Lanka and
Australia at the Pallekele International Cricket Stadium. —AFP 

PALLEKELE: Australia faced an uphill
struggle to save the first Test against Sri
Lanka’s rampant spinners after losing
three early second innings wickets yes-
terday while trying to chase down a for-
midable target of 268. The tourists were
precariously placed at 83 for three, with
skipper Steve Smith unbeaten on 26,
when bad light forced an early end to
play for the fourth day running in
Pallekele. The world number one Test
team still need another 185 runs for vic-
tory on the final day on Saturday, when
Sri Lanka’s trio of spinners will expect to
capitalize on their early inroads against
the tourists.

The hosts’ leading left-arm spinner
Rangana Herath struck in only the sec-
ond over of the Australian innings when
he bowled vice-captain David Warner
for one. Usman Khawaja started posi-
tively with three fours but he was ruled
leg before wicket to off-spinner
Dilruwan Perera when he attempted a
sweep shot after making 18, leaving
Australia reeling at 33/2.

Then the debutant Lakshan
Sandakan joined the party with a ball
that turned sharply and bowled opener
Joe Burns who had looked well set on
29. One run later, first innings top scorer
Adam Voges was ruled lbw to Perera for
no score, but the batsman reviewed the
decision successfully. With the ball turn-
ing alarmingly, Smith and Voges then
suppressed their urge to play attacking
shots while keeping the scoreboard tick-
ing over with some sharply-run singles.

Aussie rearguard 
Smith’s 54-ball innings has not fea-

tured any boundaries so far, while his
partner Voges was batting in a similarly
steadfast mood, reaching nine at the

close of play off 25 deliveries. Australia’s
struggles against the Sri Lankan bowlers
further underlined the importance of
Kusal Mendis’ superb maiden Test cen-
tury in what has been a low-scoring
Test. No other player on either side has
passed 50. 

After starting the day unbeaten on
169, Mendis only managed another sev-
en runs before he played away from his
body to a full  length delivery from
Mitchell Starc to be caught behind by
wicketkeeper Peter Nevill. Starc was the
pick of the Australian bowlers, finishing
the innings with figures of four for 84.
Herath and Nuwan Pradeep added 30
runs for the last wicket off 29 deliveries
before the Sri Lanka innings ended after

substitute fielder Moises Henriques took
a spectacular catch at extra cover.

Sri  Lanka, who were 282 for six
overnight, eventually managed to reach
a total of 353, 267 runs ahead of the
Australians. It was a remarkable turn-
around after they conceded a first
innings lead of 86 to the tourists who
were presented with the mace as the
world’s number one team on the eve of
the match. Much of their hopes of victo-
ry will rest on the shoulders of the 38-
year-old Herath, who took four wickets
in the first innings and has a reputation
of cleaning up on the last day in home
Tests. The second Test will be held in
Galle from August 4-8 and the third in
Colombo from August 13-17. —AFP 

Lanka spinners corner 
Aussies in tricky chase

Sri Lanka 2nd innings (Overnight 282 for six)
K. Perera lbw b Starc 4
K. Silva lbw b O’Keefe 7
D. Karunaratne lbw b Starc 0
K. Mendis c Nevill b Starc 176
A. Mathews c Burns b Lyon 9
D. Chandimal lbw b Marsh 42
D. de Silva c Khawaja b Lyon 36
D. Perera not out 12
R. Herath c Henriques b Hazlewood35
L. Sandakan b Starc 9
N. Pradeep not out 10 
Extras (b 1, lb 11) 13
Total: (all out, 93.4 overs) 353
Fall of wicket: 1-6 (Perera), 2-6 (Karunaratne),
3-45 (Silva), 4-86 
(Mathews), 5-203 (Chandimal), 6-274 (de
Silva), 7-290 (Mendis), 8-314 (Dilruwan 
Perera), 9-323 (Sandakan), 10-353 (Herath)

Bowling: Starc 19-4-84-4, Hazlewood 18.4-3-
59-2, O’Keefe 16.2-3-42-1, Lyon 
27-2-108-2, Warner 1-0-10-0, Voges 1.4-0-3-0,
Marsh 9-1-33-1, Smith 1-0-1-0

Australia 2nd innings
J. Burns b Sandakan 29
D. Warner b Herath 1
U. Khawaja lbw b Dilruwan Perera 18
S. Smith not out 26
A. Voges not out 9
Extras 0
Total (3 wickts; 27 overs) 83
To bat: M. Marsh, P. Nevill, S. O’Keefe, M. Starc,
J. Hazlewood, N. Lyon
Fall of wicket: 1-2 (Warner), 2-33 (Khawaja), 3-
63 (Burns)
Bowling: Pradeep 3-0-16-0, Herath 10-1-35-1,
Perera 9-1-19-1, Sandakan 5-1-13-1.

SCOREBOARD
PALLEKELE, Sri Lanka: Scoreboard at stumps on the fourth day of the first Test between Sri
Lanka and Australia in Pallekele yesterday:
Sri Lanka 1st innings 117 (D de Silva 24, K Perera 20; Josh Hazlewood 3-21, Nathan Lyon 3-12)
Australia 1st innings 203 all out (A. Voges 47; Rangana Herath 4-49, Lakshan Sandakan 4-58

Rooney hails Mourinho’s
‘winning mentality’

LONDON: Manchester United Captain Wayne Rooney
believes new manager Jose Mourinho has restored a “win-
ning mentality” at Old Trafford. Mourinho was brought in
after the end of last season following the sacking of Louis
van Gaal. United have failed to win the league since leg-
endary manager Alex Ferguson retired in 2013, with David
Moyes and Van Gaal, who oversaw an FA Cup final victory
last season, failing to live up to the exacting standards set
by the Scot.

But Rooney believes the arrival of Portuguese manager
Mourinho, who has 17 major trophies to his name, including
eight league titles in four countries and two Champions
League successes with different clubs, will help propel United
back towards the summit of the Premier League. “It’s always
great to get a new manager but when you get someone in
the stature of Jose Mourinho he’s great to work under and
he’s brought a winning mentality back to the club,” Rooney
told Manchester radio station Key 103 on Friday.

“Manchester United as a football club we have to win and
we have to deliver for him,” the England captain added.
“There’s pressure on the players but we’re ready and I think
this season we’ll give a real challenge on all fronts. “He’s
come in, he’s been great with the players. The training has
been hard but enjoyable. “We’re ready, we’re working hard.
We know it’s a big season for us. “He’s made, in my opinion,
some great signings who have gelled in really well with the
squad so it’s exciting times,” the 30-year-old striker added.

Rooney needs just five more goals to break United’s all-
time scoring record held by England great and 1966 World
Cup-winner Bobby Charlton. He, is however, already planning
for life after his playing days are over. “I’ve started taking my
coaching badges now so that will probably take about four or
five years to complete,” Rooney said. “Of course I’ve got a lot
of experience playing football so I think it would be criminal
if I didn’t try and pass that knowledge on, so hopefully when I
finish playing I can get some role as a manager or coach and
try and use the experience I’ve built up over the years.”
Mourinho has already brought in several players to United,
including defender Eric Bailly, midfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan
and striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic. The Old Trafford club is also
understood to be pursuing a potentially record-breaking deal
for Juventus’s France midfielder Paul Pogba. — AFP 

Cech trusting
Wenger to buy
right players

LONDON: Goalkeeper Petr Cech expects manager Arsene
Wenger to bring in the right players necessary to improve
Arsenal’s bid to win a first Premier League title since 2004
without wasting money on panic buys. Wenger has made
three additions to his squad so far in the close season,
bringing in midfielder Granit Xhaka, defender Rob Holding
and striker Takuma Asano, and, according to media
reports, is actively looking for another forward.

“I think you need to buy players you need, you need
to buy players that will improve the team and not to buy
players just for buying. That’s the philosophy of the
club,” Cech told British media. “I’ve been here since last
season and you can see that every time we bring in a
player, it’s a player we need, and the manager believes
he improves the team. “There is a core of the players
who have been at Arsenal for years, and they know that
is an advantage as well. People get to know each other,
how to play together.”

Leicester’s Jamie Vardy has already spurned the
advances of the north London club in favor of extending
his stay at the King Power Stadium, while Olympique
Lyonnais said they rejected a 29 million pound ($38.27 mil-
l ion) bid for Alexandre Lacazette. However, Per
Mertesacker’s injury, which will see the centre back miss
several months, is likely to force Wenger to begin the
search for another defender, with media reports touting
Valencia’s Shkodran Mustafi as a possible target. Arsenal
begin their new campaign on Aug. 14, when they host
Liverpool at the Emirates Stadium.— Reuters 


