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Magic staircase 
The customer cash boon has also enabled

the store, which opened in 1906, to undertake
extensive repairs in time for Saturday’s cele-
bration. “We shall rediscover the atmosphere
of 110 years ago,” when the store opened its
doors, by recreating the decor of the era, says
Lello. The fine staircase will emerge once
again after being clad in scaffolding since
April. Although it does not move-unlike the
Grand Staircase at Hogwarts school of wiz-
ardry, there is a definite resemblance. Rowling
was a loyal customer when she lived in Porto
between 1991 and 1993 and likewise was fre-
quently to be found at the nearby Cafe
Majestic, a famed belle epoque cultural haunt
for the city’s intelligentsia. It was at one of the
cafe’s white marble low tables that Rowling
penned an early draft for what would become
“Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone”. 

Back then she was just another customer
sipping a cup. It would be some years later,
from 1997, when her books had already made
her reputation worldwide, that Lello book-
sellers and Majestic’s waiters would highlight
their link to the author. “Tourists have sug-
gested putting up a plaque to mark the
writer’s passage, but we don’t know yet
where to put it,” says Fernando Barrias, son of
the legendary Majestic’s owner whose cus-
tomers have included actress Romy
Schneider.

Rushed departure 
“Yes, we used to frequent the Majestic,”

Rowling’s former husband, Portuguese jour-
nalist Jorge Arantes, told AFP in a rare inter-
view. He still lives in the brown and green-
house the former couple lived in after marry-
ing in 1992. They split up after a nocturnal
argument in November 1993. Two weeks lat-
er, Rowling, then 28, left Portugal for good,

taking her four-month-old daughter with her.
“In those first weeks in Portugal I wrote what
has become my favorite chapter in the
Philosopher’s Stone, ‘The Mirror of Erised’-and
had hoped that, when I returned from
Portugal I would have a finished book under
my arm. In fact, I had something even better:

my daughter, Jessica,” Rowling explains on
her official website.

Two decades on, guide Bruno Correia
shows off some of Porto’s haunts which
inspired the author. Those include a tower
looking rather like the Astronomy Tower
where Hogwarts headmaster Albus

Dumbledore meets his end and the Crystal
Palace Gardens which bring to mind the
Forbidden Forest, as well as the university,
home to black-caped students. “Their uni-
forms look very much like those of young sor-
cerers. Tourists even call them Harry Potters,”
says Correia, 33, a fan since his teens. — AFP
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