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CHENNAI: Dhanalakshmi was 14 and pregnant when
she was rescued from a children’s home in the south-
ern Indian state of Tamil Nadu. She had been entrust-
ed in the care of the unregistered institution by her
mother, a ragpicker who could no longer afford anoth-
er mouth to feed. But instead of receiving protection,
the teenager was raped for months by staff in the
home, according to a report by a committee set up by
the local social welfare department to investigate the
matter.

“Her story blew the lid off something we have
known for a long time,” said Zaheeruddin
Mohammad, a member of the committee that also
fought for the rights of the girl to be protected. “Inside
unregistered homes, there is rampant abuse and little
care for the needs of a child.” State authorities have
closed 500 homes since 2011, citing mismanagement,
a lack of registration and misconduct but human
rights groups say abuse is rife across the 1,500 govern-
ment and state institutions in the state.

Rights groups have long complained that chil-
dren’s homes in India are poorly regulated, not
inspected often enough, and that many privately-run
institutions are able to operate without a licence leav-
ing thousands of children open to mistreatment. The
scope of the problem was outlined in a petition filed in
Chennai’s High Court by A. Narayanan, the director of

advocacy group CHANGEindia. “Not a week passes
without news of neglect, physical violence such as tor-
ture and branding with iron, sexual abuse including
rape, murder and suicides in child care homes in Tamil
Nadu,” the affidavit said.

Pull of good education
Child rights campaigners estimate that 200,000

children in Tamil Nadu are residents of private orphan-
ages, state-supported care homes, Islamic madrassas,
temples and hostels. Many children are not orphans
but placed in institutional care by their parents too
poor to feed, clothe and shelter them. “An increasing
number of these children are from marginalized fami-
lies,” CHANGEindia’s Narayanan told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. “The parents are lured by the pull
of good education and promise of better care for their
children. They are relying on institutional care.”

Various reports submitted to the government in
the past five years have warned of shoddy conditions
in children’s homes - from poor lighting and cramped
accommodation to violence. In the majority of report-
ed cases, the perpetrators of abuse have been war-
dens, watchmen, cooks and other staff. Tamil Nadu
government officials have said in court that they were
looking at the recommendations made by campaign-
ers, which include better monitoring of homes, indi-

vidual child care plans, more counselors and encour-
aging the idea of foster care.  In one of the latest clo-
sures, state authorities shut down after another pri-
vately-run institution housing 32 children near the
port city of Chennai last month after complaints of
mismanagement. “These organizations have become
organized rackets,” Narayanan said. “There are many
organizations which have a valid registration but no
child care plan, no counselors and no expertise on
how to fulfill a child’s emotional needs.”

Misrepresented
Children rescued in a separate operation on June

30, from an institution in Tambaram, near Chennai,
described being made to clean toilets and eat
“unpalatable” food, according to RN Manikandan,
chairman of a local child welfare committee. He also
said the children shared the same space as residents of
a nursing home run by the same organization, which
also caused concern. Child welfare committee mem-
bers also raised questions about the babies they found
in the premises during an earlier inspection, who are
now missing. According to Narayanan’s affidavit,
many children from poor families were shown as des-
titute orphans in the records and “paraded” before
potential adoptive parents and donors funding these
homes. — Reuters

Indian ‘orphans’ face abuse, neglect in care homes

SRINAGAR: Authorities re-imposed a
curfew to prevent a protest march to the
main mosque in Indian-controlled
Kashmir’s main city yesterday, but fresh
street demonstrations and clashes still
occurred amid outrage over the killing of
a top rebel leader earlier this month.
Residents said government forces visited
homes in Srinagar before dawn and
asked them to stay indoors. One resi-
dent, Bashir Ahmed, said police didn’t
allow bakers and milkmen to deliver sup-
plies in the area.

Hundreds of men and women defied
the curfew after Friday prayers and
marched to a United Nations office in
Kashmir and held a protest demonstra-
tion. They chanted “We want freedom.
Go India, Go back.” Police fired tear gas
and used wooden batons to disperse the
protesters. However, youths regrouped

in streets later and clashed with the
police, hurling rocks at them.  There
were no immediate reports of injuries.

Similar confrontations between the
protesters and government forces also
were reported from at least 10 places in
northern parts of Kashmir, including
Bandipora and Sopore towns.  Doctors at
the main hospital in Srinagar said they
have treated at least 50 people for
injuries, most of them caused by pellets,
in the past three days. Security forces
apparently continued using pellet guns
despite India’s Home Minister Rajnath
Singh cautioning them to minimize the
weapons’ use because of serious eye
injuries to protesters, some of whom
have been blinded.

The curfew, re-imposed after being
lifted Thursday, had been in effect since
July 9, the day after Burhan Wani was

killed by government forces. Security
forces also prevented people from pray-
ing in big mosques across the region,
but did not interfere with those visiting
small neighborhood mosques in rural
areas for Friday prayers. Shops, business-
es and schools remained closed as sepa-
ratists asked people to hold strikes and
street protests. Key separatist leaders
Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
and Yasin Malik had called for the
protest march to the main Jamia Masjid
mosque yesterday.  

Geelani and Mirwaiz Farooq, who
were put under house arrest, defied the
restrictions and came out of their homes
to march to the mosque. Police stopped
them and took them away, a police offi-
cer said on condition of anonymity as he
was not authorized to talk to reporters.
Police have kept Malik in a lockup to pre-
vent him from leading the protest.  Areas
of southern Kashmir where most of the
deadly street protests have been cen-
tered have remained under curfew. At
least 49 civilians, mostly teenagers and
young men, have been killed as govern-
ment forces fired live ammunition and
pellets. A policeman also died after pro-
testers pushed his vehicle into a river.

About 2,000 civilians and 1,500 police
and soldiers have been injured in the
clashes. Kashmir,  a predominantly
Muslim region, is divided between India
and Pakistan, but both claim it in its
entirety. The rivals have fought two wars
over control of Kashmir since independ-
ence from Britain in 1947. India accuses
Pakistan of arming and training Kashmiri
rebels who have been fighting since
1989 for independence for Kashmir or
its merger with Pakistan. Islamabad
denies the charge, saying it provides
political and diplomatic support to
Kashmiris. —AP 

NEW DELHI: Thousands of Indians were left stranded
overnight yesterday as major traffic gridlock paralyzed
roads leading to a key business city near New Delhi and
authorities struggled to get the situation under control.
Television images showed thousands of partially sub-
merged cars stranded in miles-long jams on a key high-
way and link roads connecting New Delhi with the satel-
lite town of Gurgaon. Office-goers and locals were pic-
tured wading through knee-deep water after heavy
monsoon rains deluged streets late Thursday.

Local authorities issued an order Friday asking people
to avoid travelling to the area in northern Haryana state
and shut schools for two days. Dubbed “Millennium
City”, Gurgaon is home to scores of top multinational
companies, expensive condominiums, a world-class golf
course, top hospitals and gleaming shopping malls.
However, like many Indian cities it lacks an efficient
drainage system making it prone to flooding. “People
coming to Gurgaon from Delhi are advised to stay back
today to avoid being stuck in traffic jams due to flooding
on roads,” Gurgaon police posted on Twitter.  

Anubhuti Sharma was unable to pick up her child
from a creche a few kilometres away from her office after
getting stuck. “I had to pick my child at 7:00 pm but got
stuck in the jam till 9:30 pm. My relative picked him at
8:00 pm and was stranded on road for two hours,”
Sharma told AFP. Several commuters took to social
media to vent their anger. “Gurugram! What a night-
mare. 5 hours to cover 1 km. Parked car on roadside,
slept in the car and now back in office,” Rajesh Mehta
wrote on Twitter.  Gurgaon was in April  formally
renamed Gurugram by the local Hindu nationalist gov-
ernment.  — AFP

India re-imposes curfew in 

Kashmir as clashes persist

KASHMIR: Kashmiri protestors clash with Indian government forces
near the United Nations Military Observer Group India and Pakistan
(UNMOGIP) office in Srinagar yesterday. — AFP 

‘We want freedom. Go India, Go back’

Thousands stranded 

as rains flood roads

Flood affected villagers travel with cattle on a boat
at Sildubi village, in the northeastern Indian state of
Assam yesterday. — AP 


