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She acknowledged some people still do not
know her well. “I get it that some people just don’t
know what to make of me. So let me tell you. The
family I’m from, well no one had their name on big
buildings,” Clinton said in a reference to Trump,
whose name is plastered across his properties.

She said her family built a better life and a better
future for their children, using whatever tools they
had and “whatever God gave them.” The speech
capped a four-day nominating convention that
opened in discord after a leak of hacked
Democratic National Committee emails showed
party officials favored Clinton over primary rival
Bernie Sanders, a US senator from Vermont. Even
though DNC Chairwoman Debbie Wasserman
Schultz, a Clinton ally, resigned on Sunday, angry
Sanders supporters throughout the week disrupted
the convention and undermined efforts by Clinton
and Sanders to present a united front.

On Thursday, people familiar with the matter
said the FBI is investigating a cyber attack against
another Democratic Party group, which may be
related to the earlier hack against the DNC. The
incident at the Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee and its potential ties to
Russian hackers are likely to heighten accusations,
so far unproven, that Moscow is trying to meddle in
the US election to help Trump. Sanders supporters
on Thursday wore fluorescent green T-shirts that
said “Enough is Enough.” Their occasional chants of
protest were drowned out by Clinton supporters
chanting, “Hillary!” Clinton acknowledged Sanders
and his supporters. “I want you to know, I’ve heard
you,” she said. “Your cause is our cause.”

Appeal to Republicans
She appealed to voters beyond the party, prais-

ing Arizona Senator John McCain, a former
Republican candidate for president, as a war hero,
and the military service of the son of Trump’s run-
ning mate, Indiana Governor Mike Pence. “I will be
a president for Democrats, Republicans and inde-
pendents,” she said. Clinton said it would be her
“primary mission” to create more opportunities and
more good jobs with rising wages, and to confront

stark choices in battling determined enemies and
“threats and turbulence” around the world and at
home. “America is once again at a moment of reck-
oning. Powerful forces are threatening to pull us
apart,” said Clinton, a former secretary of state. “No
wonder people are anxious and looking for reassur-
ance - looking for steady leadership.”

The evening sounded at times more like a tradi-
tional Republican convention than a Democratic
one. During retired General John Allen’s remarks,
chants of “USA!” filled the hall and large flags were
brought in to be waved. Speakers, some of whom
included military and police officers, made frequent
mentions of religion and patriotism. “I certainly
know that with her as our commander-in-chief, our
foreign relations will not be reduced to a business
transaction, I also know that our armed forces will
not become an instrument of torture,” said Allen.
Clinton embraced her reputation as a policy wonk,
offering a litany of proposals for tuition-free col-
lege, infrastructure investment, immigration
reform, gun control, affordable child care, paid fam-
ily leave and more.

‘A fantasy universe’
Trump, a 70-year-old reality TV show host who

has never held political office, is running just ahead
of Clinton in a RealClearPolitics average of recent
national opinion polls. They both garner high
“unpopularity” ratings. In a statement after the
speech, the Trump campaign said Clinton had
described “a fantasy universe,” not reality. “Hillary
Clinton’s speech was an insulting collection of
cliches and recycled rhetoric.  She spent the
evening talking down to the American people she’s
looked down on her whole life,” said Stephen
Miller, senior policy adviser.

At a rally in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, earlier in the day,
Trump said he did not want to watch the speech. “I
think we’ll stay here all night because I don’t really
want to go home and watch that crap,” he said.
Trump has portrayed the country as being under
siege from illegal immigrants, crime and terrorism
and as losing influence in the world. He has pro-
posed a temporary ban on Muslims entering the
country and a wall along the border with Mexico to
keep illegal immigrants out.— Reuters
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steps” to save a failing Syria truce and
tackle jihadists like Al-Nusra and IS. But with
the amicable break from Al-Qaeda, Jolani
“can now call upon a broad spectrum of
armed groups in Syria to agree to unite ini-
tiatives”, said analyst Charles Lister.

“It’s also, plain and simple, a recognition
of the need to confuse one’s enemies, giv-
en US-Russian plans to begin military oper-
ations” against Al-Nusra, he said.
Washington said it still considers Al-Nusra
Front a security threat despite the
announcement. “We certainly see no rea-
sons to believe that their actions or their
objectives are any different,” said State
Department spokesman John Kirby. “They
are still considered a foreign terrorist
organization,” Kirby said. “We judge a
group by-by what they do, not by what
they call themselves.”

In the brief recording, Jolani, flanked by
two bearded men, said the split was aimed
at “protecting the Syrian revolution” and to
offset any excuse by the international com-

munity to target Al-Nusra. “We hope to form
a unified body, based on the shura (Islamic
law), uniting the masses of the people of Al-
Sham, liberating their lands, giving victory
to their faith and upholding their testimony
of faith,” he said.  Al-Nusra is already a lead-
ing member of the Army of Conquest, an
alliance of Islamist and rebel fighters, that
controls the northwest province of Idlib.  

Lister said that one of the men sitting
beside Jolani was Al-Qaeda veteran leader
Ahmed Salameh Mabrouk. “Al-Qaeda is
playing a critically important role in shaping
this development and their thinking and
strategizing will remain crucial for this new
Jabhat Fateh Al-Sham movement,” he said.
“It will still oppose the most moderate of
opposition groups in Syria; it will still be
viciously sectarian, and it will still ultimately
seek the establishment of an Islamic emirate
in Syria and the potential launching of
external attacks on the West.”

Al-Qaeda, founded by Osama bin Laden
and to which Al-Nusra pledged allegiance in
2013, prepared the ground for Thursday’s
announcement. — AFP
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violation” of UN Security Council
Resolution 2216 on Yemen’s conflict.

A UN spokesman in Kuwait, however,
said Ould Cheikh Ahmed was scheduled
to meet with the rebels later on Friday
and with ambassadors of the 18 countries
backing the peace process in Yemen.
Indirect negotiations held in Kuwait since
April have failed to make headway. Most
of the discussions focused on the type of
the government to run Yemen during a
transition period. “It must be made clear
here that it is the Houthi-Saleh alliance
that foiled the peace talks in Kuwait. They
have shown that they were never serious

about a peaceful settlement,” Emrani said.
A top aide to President Abedrabbo

Mansour Hadi said on Thursday that the
government considered the peace talks
had wound up without agreement. “The
negotiations have completely ended,”
said Abdullah Al-Olaimi, deputy director
of the president’s office and a member
of the government delegation. More
than 6,400 people have been killed in
Yemen since the Saudi-led coalition
intervened in support of Hadi’s govern-
ment. Another 2.8 million people have
been displaced and more than 80 per-
cent of the population urgently needs
humanitarian aid, according to UN fig-
ures. — AFP 
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