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SAN FRANCISCO: The FBI is investigating a cyber attack
against another US Democratic Party group, which may be
related to an earlier hack against the Democratic National
Committee, four people familiar with the matter said. The
previously unreported incident at the Democratic
Congressional Campaign Committee, or DCCC, and its
potential ties to Russian hackers are likely to heighten
accusations, so far unproven, that Moscow is trying to
meddle in the US presidential election campaign to help
Republican nominee Donald Trump.

The Kremlin denied involvement in the DCCC cyber-
attack. Hacking of the party’s emails caused discord
among Democrats at the party’s convention in
Philadelphia to nominate Hillary Clinton as its presidential
candidate. The newly disclosed breach at the DCCC may
have been intended to gather information about donors,
rather than to steal money, the sources said on Thursday.
It was not clear what data was exposed, although donors
typically submit a variety of personal information includ-
ing names, email addresses and credit card details when
making a contribution. It was also unclear if stolen infor-
mation was used to hack into other systems.

The DCCC raises money for Democrats running for
seats in the US House of Representatives. The intrusion at
the group could have begun as recently as June, two of
the sources said. That was when a bogus website was reg-
istered with a name closely resembling that of a main
donation site connected to the DCCC. For some time,
internet traffic associated with donations that was sup-
posed to go to a company that processes campaign dona-
tions instead went to the bogus site, two sources said.

The sources said the Internet Protocol address of the
spurious site resembled one used by Russian government-
linked hackers suspected in the breach of the DNC, the
body that sets strategy and raises money for the
Democratic Party nationwide. Cyber security experts and
US officials have said there was evidence that Russia engi-
neered the DNC hack to release sensitive party emails in
order to influence the US presidential election. “I have
concerns that an agency of foreign intelligence is hacking
and interfering with a US election,” said Clinton campaign
chairman John Podesta, who added he had not seen news
of the DCCC attack.

Asked by Reuters to comment on whether Russia
played a role in a cyber-attack on the DCCC, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov said: “We don’t see the point
any more in repeating yet again that this is silliness.” The
release of the DNC emails by activist group WikiLeaks
caused uproar in the party because they appeared to
show favoritism within the DNC for Clinton over US
Senator Bernie Sanders of Vermont, who ran a close race
for the nomination for the Nov 8 election. The committee
is supposed to be neutral.

The DNC and the DCCC share the same office space on
South Capitol Street in Washington. The DCCC and dona-
tion processing company ActBlue had no comment on
Thursday. CrowdStrike, the California-based cyber security
firm that investigated the DNC breach, declined to com-
ment. Justin Harvey, chief security officer at Fidelis
Cybersecurity company, said the suspect website in the
hack was affiliated with others that host sophisticated
malware undetected by the vast majority of antivirus
providers. “It’s really rare malware,” which would be more
likely to be wielded by government hackers than ordinary
criminals, he said.

Great concern
Russian officials have dismissed allegations of

Moscow’s involvement in hacks of US political groups. “It
is so absurd it borders on total stupidity,” Kremlin
spokesman Peskov said on Thursday. Some Democratic
officials have accused Russia of hacking the DNC emails in
order to help Trump win the race for the White House. “It’s
no coincidence someone is hacking into Democratic Party
computers. It ’s almost sounding like a repeat of
Watergate,” Gilberto Hinojosa, the chairman of the Texas
Democrats said, after Reuters reported the DCCC hacking.

“This is just the kind of dirty politics we expect from
Donald Trump. I have no doubt Donald Trump is behind
it,” he said, citing the businessman’s praise of Russian
President Vladimir Putin and recent remarks about Russia
and Clinton’s deleted emails. — Reuters

IS executes 24 civilians 
Calls grow for Syria to end Aleppo siege

BEIRUT: The Islamic State jihadist group
has executed at least 24 civilians after
seizing a village in northern Syria from a
US-backed Kurdish-Arab alliance, a
monitor said yesterday. The Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights said IS
executed 24 civilians “in the last 24
hours” after taking Buyir from the Syrian
Democratic Forces. The village is located
some 10 kilometers northwest of
Manbij, a key waypoint between the
Turkish border and the IS de facto capi-
tal of Raqa city.

IS seized control of several villages in
the countryside northwest of Manbij
since launching a “fierce assault” on
Thursday, according to the Observatory,
which relies on sources inside Syria for
its information. The SDF, backed by air
strikes from a US-led coalition, launched
an offensive to retake Manbij from IS on
May 31. The alliance managed to enter
the town but have since faced fierce
opposition from the jihadists who have
fought back with suicide bombers and
car bombs. More than 280,000 have
been killed and millions displaced in
Syria’s five-year conflict. 

End Aleppo siege
Meanwhile, aid agencies called yes-

terday on Syria’s government to end its
encirclement of rebel-held east Aleppo
as a handful of civilians managed to use
humanitarian corridors to flee the
ruined city. Pro-regime forces have sur-
rounded Aleppo’s eastern districts since
July 17, leaving an estimated 250,000
trapped without reliable access to food
or medical aid. Russia, a key ally of
President Bashar Al-Assad, on Thursday
announced the opening of humanitari-
an passages for civilians and surrender-
ing fighters seeking to exit the city’s
rebel-held eastern neighborhoods.

The Red Cross welcomed the corri-
dors but said Russia and pro-govern-

ment forces had an obligation to pro-
tect everyone in Aleppo, once Syria’s
economic hub and a battleground city
seen as key in its five-year-old conflict.
“Those who decide, for whatever rea-
son, to stay in Eastern Aleppo must be
protected, and all sides must allow
humanitarian agencies to reach and
assess their well-being and needs,” the
International Committee of the Red
Cross said in a statement. 

Residents have reported food short-
ages and spiraling prices in rebel dis-
tricts since regime forces cut off the
opposition’s main supply route into the
northern city. The US-based
International Rescue Committee said
those left behind in east Aleppo risked
starvation and called for a humanitarian
pause in fighting.  “The people of
Aleppo should not be forced to choose

between fleeing their homes and
remaining under attack in a besieged
area,” said IRC’s acting Middle East direc-
tor Zoe Daniels.

Russian Defense Minister Sergei
Shoigu said Thursday that three
humanitarian corridors were being
opened “to aid civilians held hostage by
terrorists and for fighters wishing to lay
down their arms”.  But only a few
Aleppo residents were able to leave
eastern neighborhoods through the
passages before rebels prevented them
from fleeing, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights. “Around
12 people managed to use the Bustan
al-Qasr corridor before rebel groups
reinforced security measures and pre-
vented families from approaching the
corridors,” Observatory director Rami
Abdel Rahman said. —Agencies 

ALEPPO: Syrian army soldiers patrol the area around the entrance of Bani Zeid
after taking control of the previously rebel-held district of Leramun, on the
northwest outskirts of Aleppo. —AFP 

FBI probes hacking of 
US Democratic group 

TORONTO: A six-year prison sentence given to a Toronto
policeman in the shooting death of a teenager three years ago
was a rare occurrence in Canada, where activists say officers
too often get off easy in brutality cases. The case, along with
this week’s death of a black man who witnesses say was beat-
en by police officers, has brought race relations in Canada to
the forefront. The 2013 fatal shooting of Sammy Yatim, 18,
which occurred after an altercation on a streetcar with the
teen, who was brandishing a knife, was caught on video and
led to widespread protests in Toronto.

The sentencing of the officer, James Forcillo, who was con-
victed in January, came days after a mentally ill black man,
Abdirahman Abdi, died following his arrest by police in
Ottawa. The deaths have shone an unflattering light on race
relations in Canada, which prides itself on its multiculturalism
and tolerance, especially in contrast to the United States. In
Montreal, about 50 protesters demonstrated over Abdi’s
death, chanting: “Black lives matter.” Marlihan Lopez said that
as the mother of a 6-year-old black boy with autism, the case
hit close to home.

“In terms of the police, we live in a world where my son’s
skin color is deemed as being threatening and his mental state
is not understood,” she said. The deaths echoed events in the
United States, where a string of police killings of black men
and allegations of police brutality and racial bias have sparked
protests. Some confrontations in the United States were also
caught on video. Julian Falconer, a lawyer for Yatim’s mother,

said police needed more training to deal with mentally ill peo-
ple as well as lapel cameras to ensure accountability.

“You have people that are not well and they are shot like
dogs in the street,” he told reporters. “It’s a tragic day for the
Forcillo family, for the Yatim family, for the community, and
for policing,” said Michael McCormack, president of the
Toronto Police Association union.  “There’s never going to be
any good outcome from this and it’s tragic all around.”

Shootings underreported
Last year, a Toronto police officer shot and killed Andrew

Loku, a 45-year-old Sudanese immigrant with a history of men-
tal illness. No charges were filed. Sandy Hudson, co-founder of
Black Lives Matter Toronto, the only official Canadian chapter
of the movement, said police shootings were underreported
by media in Canada because surveillance footage was not as
accessible and data was not always compiled by race north of
the border. “The reason for our existence is to dispel the myth
that it is somehow safer in Canada, that it doesn’t happen in
Canada,” she said. The group strategizes with Black Lives
Matters’ national chapter in Los Angeles, which has provided
organizational support for larger protests, she added. Ontario’s
Special Investigations Unit, or SIU,, an arms-length agency that
investigates cases of death, serious injury or sexual assault
involving police, launched 266 cases in the 2014-15 fiscal year,
including six shooting deaths, 12 deaths in custody and 41 sex-
ual assault allegations.— Reuters
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