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Hillary Clinton makes 
history, blasts Trump 
Accepting nomination, Clinton offers ‘clear-eyed’ vision 

PHILADELPHIA: US presidential candidate Hillary Clinton cast
herself as the steady leader at a “moment of reckoning” for
America, contrasting her character with what she described as
a dangerous and volatile Donald Trump. In the biggest speech
of her quarter century in politics, Clinton on Thursday accept-
ed the Democratic presidential nomination for the Nov 8 elec-
tion with a promise to make the United States a country that
worked for everyone. “We are clear-eyed about what our
country is up against. But we are not afraid,” she said.

She presented a sharply more upbeat view of the country
than her rival Trump offered when Republicans nominated
him last week, and even turned one of Republican hero
Ronald Reagan’s signature phrases against the New York real-
estate developer. “He’s taken the Republican Party a long way,
from ‘Morning in America’ to ‘Midnight in America,’” Clinton
said. “He wants to divide us - from the rest of the world, and
from each other.”

Clinton portrayed Trump as a threat to the country, saying
“a man you can bait with a tweet is not a man we can trust
with nuclear weapons.” Vying to be the first woman elected
US president, Clinton called her nomination “a milestone.”
“When any barrier falls in America, for anyone, it clears the
way for everyone. That’s why when there are no ceilings, the
sky’s the limit,” the 68-year-old Clinton said. On Friday, she will
hit the campaign trail with her running mate, US Senator Tim
Kaine of Virginia. The two will hold a rally in Philadelphia
before setting off on a bus tour of Pennsylvania and Ohio, two
Rust Belt states that could be pivotal in the November elec-
tion. Trump will campaign in Colorado on Friday and is sched-
uled to visit Ohio next week.

While her speech was not as electrifying as those given by
President Barack Obama and some other prominent
Democrats at the Philadelphia convention, Clinton was author-
itative and self-assured in her pitch to the American public. 

Continued on Page 13
PENNSYLVANIA: Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton celebrates on stage after she accepted the nomination
during the fourth and final night of the Democratic National Convention at the Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia. — AFP 

BEIRUT: The Syrian branch of Al-Qaeda, Al-Nusra Front, said
yesterday it was breaking ties with the global terror network, in
a video showing its leader Abu Mohamad Al-Jolani for the first
time.  The footage broadcast by Al-Jazeera news channel fol-
lows several days of online chatter over a split between Al-
Qaeda and its Syria affiliate, a main rival of the Islamic State (IS)
jihadist group from which it wants to distance itself as a target
of foreign air strikes.

Appearing in public for the first time, Jolani said Al-Nusra
changed its name to Jabhat Fateh Al-Sham (Front of the
Conquest of Syria) and would unify ranks with other main-
stream fighters in Syria. “We decided to stop operating under
the banner of Al-Nusra and to set up a new front, called Jabhat
Fateh Al-Sham,” he said. Clad in military fatigues and wearing a
turban, the bearded Jolani thanked “the commanders of Al-
Qaeda for having understood the need to break ties”.  And he
vowed the new group would “have no links whatsoever with
foreign parties”.

Analysts said Al-Nusra aims to rebrand and defend itself as
it comes under increased pressure after Moscow and

Washington agreed to step up joint efforts against jihadist
groups. US Secretary of State John Kerry and his Russian coun-
terpart Sergei Lavrov said last week they had agreed “concrete 
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Qaeda and Al-Nusra Front split

An image grab taken from a video shows the head of Al-
Nusra Front in Syria, Abu Mohamad Al-Jolani, giving a
speech from an undisclosed location. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Yemen’s government delegation to UN-brokered
peace talks in Kuwait said it will leave today, signaling the col-
lapse of four months of UN-brokered negotiations with Shiite
Houthi rebels. “Today, we are holding some farewell meet-
ings... and the delegation will leave today,” delegation
spokesman Mohammad Al-Emrani said. “There can be no more
talks after the new coup,” he said referring to the rebels’ forma-
tion of a supreme political council to run war-torn Yemen.

The Iran-backed Houthi rebels and the General People’s
Congress of former president Ali Abdullah Saleh on Thursday
jointly announced setting up the 10-member council. The job
of the council would be to “manage state affairs politically, mil-
itarily, economically, administratively, socially and in security”,
a statement issued by the rebels said. UN special envoy Ismail
Ould Cheikh Ahmed said the rebels’ move “contravenes” their
commitment to the peace process and “represents a grave
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