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PALLEKELE: Australia’s captain Steven Smith delivers a ball during the third day of the opening Test match between Sri
Lanka and Australia at the Pallekele International Cricket Stadium in Pallekele yesterday. — AFP 

PALLEKELE: A brilliant maiden century
by Kusal Mendis helped Sri Lanka claw
their way back into contention in the
first Test against Australia yesterday and
open up a 196-run lead before play was
suspended early due to bad light.

At the close of play on the third day
in Pallekele, Sri Lanka had reached 282
for six, with Mendis unbeaten on 169, as
the hosts gained the upper hand in a
gripping contest against the world’s
number one Test team.  Mendis’ knock
was the highest score by any Sri Lankan
against Australia at home and came
after no player from either side had
managed to even score a half century in
the first innings.

Mendis, who came to the crease in
the first over of the day after the early
dismissal of Dimuth Karunaratne, hardly
put a foot wrong in his 243-ball innings
which has so far featured 20 boundaries.
He played Australia’s seamers with con-
fidence before cutting loose against the
spin bowlers with an array of bound-
aries. He reached his century in spectac-
ular fashion when he slog-swept Nathan
Lyon for six and then reached his 150 by
cutting the same bowler for four.  The
21-year-old, playing in his seventh Test,
is closing in on the record score by a Sri
Lankan against Australia and now only
needs to overhaul Kumar Sangakkara’s
192 at Hobart in 2007.

The visitors’ bowlers struggled in the
absence of spinner Steve O’Keefe who

pulled a hamstring, as first Dinesh
Chandimal and then Dhananjaya de
Silva gave Mendis some solid support.

Mendis and Chandimal put on 117
runs in their fifth wicket partnership.
After Chandimal was out lbw for 42 off
Marsh’s bowling, the debutant de Silva
then scored 36 in a partnership worth 71
before becoming Lyon’s 200th Test vic-
tim, caught at long-on by Usman
Khawaja.  Sri  Lanka only managed
another eight runs before bad light and
then rain brought an early end to pro-
ceedings for the third afternoon in a row
but they now have an unlikely sniff of
victory.

Starting the day on 6 for 1, still 80
runs behind the Australians, the hosts

were soon in even deeper trouble when
Karunaratne was judged lbw against
Mitchell Starc without adding to the
overnight score.  The hosts also lost
their skipper Angelo Mathews and the
opener Kaushal Silva in the morning ses-
sion before Mendis launched the revival
act.  A total of 75 overs so far have been
lost due to rain and bad light but the
steady succession of wickets on the first
two days means that the match is still
expected to yield a result.

Adam Voges top-scored in Australia’s
first innings total of 203 all out in reply
to Sri Lanka’s score of 117. The match is
the first in a three-Test series which will
also see the Australians travel to Galle
and then Colombo. — AFP

Mendis ton revives Lanka 
hopes against Aussies

Sri Lanka 2nd innings (Overnight 6 for one)
K. Perera lbw b Starc 4
K. Silva lbw b O’Keefe 7
D. Karunaratne lbw b Starc 0
K. Mendis not out 169
A. Mathews c Burns b Lyon 9
D. Chandimal lbw b Marsh 42
D. de Silva c Khawaja b Lyon 36
D. Perera not out 5
Extras (lb 10) 10

Total: (6 wicket, 80 overs) 282
Fall of wicket: 1-6 (Perera), 2-6 (Karunaratne),
3-45 (Silva),  4-86 (Mathews),  5-203
(Chandimal), 6-274 (de Silva)
Bowling: Starc 12-4-44-2, Hazlewood 13-3-41-
0, O’Keefe 16.2-3-42-1, Lyon 26-2-98-2, Warner
1-0-10-0, Voges 1.4-0-3-0, Marsh 9-1-33-1,
Smith 1-0-1-0.
To bat: Herath, Sandakan, Pradeep.

SCOREBOARD

PALLEKELE: Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the first Test between Sri Lanka and
Australia in Pallekele yesterday:
Sri Lanka 1st innings 117 (D de Silva 24, K Perera 20; Josh Hazlewood 3-21, Nathan Lyon 3-12)
Australia 1st innings 203 all out (A. Voges 47; Rangana Herath 4-49,  Lakshan Sandakan 4-58

Zimbabwe 1st Innings

B. Chari c Guptill b Southee 4

C. Chibhabha c Latham b Wagner 15

H. Masakadza c and b Santner 15

C. Ervine st Watling b Santner 13

S. Williams c Sodhi b Wagner 1

Sikandar Raza c Latham b Wagner 22

P. Masvaure lbw b Southee 42

R. Chakabva c Watling b Wagner 0

G. Cremer c Nicholls b Wagner 0

D. Tiripano not out 49

M. Chinouya b Wagner 1

Extras (lb2) 2

Total (all out, 77.5 overs) 164

Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Chari), 2-35 (Chibhabha), 3-35 (Masakadza), 4-36 

(Williams), 5-72 (Ervine), 6-72 (Sikandar Raza), 7-72 (Chakabva), 8-72 

(Cremer), 9-157 (Masvaure), 10-164 (Chinouya)

Bowling: Southee 17-8-28-2, Boult 11-5-23-0, Santner 14-5-16-2,

Wagner 

20.5-8-41-6, Sodhi 15-3-54-0

New Zealand 1st Innings

M. Guptill not out 14

T. Latham not out 16

Extras (nb2) 2

Total (for 0 wkts, 10 overs) 32

Still to bat: Kane Williamson, Ross Taylor, Henry Nicholls, Mitchell 

Santner, BJ Watling, Ish Sodhi, Tim Southee, Neil Wagner, Trent Boult

Bowling: Chinouya 4-0-10-0, Tiripano 3-0-13-0, Masvaure 1-0-2-0,

Cremer  1-0-1-0, Sikandar Raza 1-0-6-0.

SCOREBOARD

BULAWAYO, Zimbabwe: Scoreboard at the close of play on the first
day of the first Test between Zimbabwe and New Zealand yesterday:

BULAWAYO: Fiery seamer Neil Wagner claimed career-best
test figures of six for 41 as New Zealand took complete control
of the opening day of the first test against Zimbabwe at the
Queen’s Sports Club yesterday.  The tourists bowled their
hosts out for 164, with more than half the runs coming in an
85-run ninth wicket stand, before closing the day on 32 with-
out loss.

Openers Martin Guptill (14 not out) and Tom Latham (16
not out) will resume in the morning with New Zealand just
132 behind, but day one belonged to Wagner, who produced
fiery spells of fast bowling that targeted the bodies of the
timid home batsmen.

Zimbabwe, playing their first test in almost two years, had
elected to bat on what still looks a flat wicket, but after losing
Brian Chari (four) to the second ball of the innings off the
bowling of Tim Southee, found themselves 72 for eight soon
after lunch.

South African-born Wagner did the damage, taking three
wickets in an over as the Zimbabwe middle order struggled to
find an answer to his lively bowling.

“It was a tough wicket (to bowl on) and we had to fight
really hard to create some opportunities,” Wagner told
reporters. “The ball got a little soft and it was easier to bat
then. It was hard graft for us.”

Left-arm spinner Mitchell Santner (2-16 in 14 overs) did
some early damage before Wagner accounted for debutant
opener Chamu Chibhabha (15), caught at mid-wicket.  Sean
Williams (one) lobbed a catch to the same area, though he
was convinced the ball had come off his helmet. With no
review system for this series he had to accept the decision of
Australian umpire Paul Reiffel.

Then came that explosive 33rd over as Wagner struck three
times in five balls. Sikandar Raza (22) was another victim for
mid-wicket and Regis Chakabva (0) nicked behind before
home captain Graeme Cremer edged a rising delivery to short
leg for a first-ball duck.

There was some belated resistance from Zimbabwe as
debutant Prince Masvaure (42) and Donald Tiripano (49 not
out) put on a patient 85 for the ninth wicket before the former
was unlucky to be given out lbw to Southee.

Wagner ended the innings when he bowled Michael
Chinouya for one to take his sixth wicket and earn test-best
figures. — Reuters

Wagner on song with 
career-best 6-wkt haul


