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Jaguar spotting in

Brazil’s Pantanal

This August, the world will set its sights on
Brazil when the Olympics take place in Rio de
Janeiro. Though the Cidade Maravilhosa

(Marvelous City) will bask in the limelight, travellers
headed to Brazil for the Games should consider a
jaunt westward to the Pantanal, the country’s top
destination for watching wildlife.

Located in the heart of South America, the
Pantanal is the largest floodplain in the world and its
vast, open wetlands are home to an immense vari-
ety of flora and fauna. When the waters recede dur-
ing the dry season, it’s possible to probe deeper into
the wilderness and August is the prime time to see
animals in their natural habitats - particularly the
elusive jaguar, which is easier to spot against the
vivid green grasses that spring up from the muddy
banks of the marshes at this time of year.

Witnessing the rut (mating season) across America’s national parks is
not just a memorable visual experience - it’s auditory too. In
Yellowstone National Park in August, herds of bulls gather to com-

pete for females. They use aggressive sounds and behavior to assert their dom-
inance and ‘courtship postures’ to secure a mate. The guttural roars of the rut
resonate across Hayden Valley and are said to be audible nearly three miles
away. If you park close to a herd and switch off your engine, you’ll hear all sorts
of ungodly sounds, from snorts and grunts to angry roars and ground-shaking
bellows.

Bulls also wallow to lay down their scent or displace aggression. Watching a
majestic bison pitch side to side, all four feet in the air, is a sight quite unlike
any other. You may also spot bison running for short distances. Despite its
bulk, America’s largest land mammal can reach speeds of 35mph! - (www.lone-
lyplanet.com) 

Spot bison in the August rut, Yellowstone Park, USA


