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PYONGYANG: North Korea’s top diplo-
mat for US affairs told The Associated
Press yesterday that Washington
“crossed the red line” and effectively
declared war by putting leader Kim
Jong Un on its list of sanctioned indi-
viduals, and said a vicious showdown
could erupt if the US and South Korea
hold annual war games as planned
next month.

Han Song Ryol, director-general of
the US affairs department at the
North’s Foreign Ministry, said in an
interview that recent US actions have
put the situation on the Korean
Peninsula on a war footing. The United
States and South Korea regularly con-
duct joint military exercises south of
the Demilitarized Zone, and
Pyongyang typically responds to them
with tough talk and threats of retalia-
tion.

Han said North Korea believes the
nature of the maneuvers has become
openly aggressive because they
reportedly now include training
designed to prepare troops for the
invasion of the North’s capital and
“decapitation strikes” aimed at killing
its top leadership.

Han says designating Kim himself
for sanctions was the final straw. “The
Obama administration went so far to
have the impudence to challenge the
supreme dignity of the DPRK in order
to get rid of its unfavorable position
during the political and military show-
down with the DPRK,” Han said, using
the acronym for North Korea’s official
name, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. “The United States
has crossed the red line in our show-
down,” he said. “We regard this thrice-
cursed crime as a declaration of war.”
Although North Korea had already
been heavily sanctioned international-
ly for its nuclear weapons and long-
range missile development programs,
Washington’s announcement on July 6
was the first time Kim Jong Un has
been personally sanctioned.

Less than a week later, Pyongyang
cut off its final official means of com-
munications with Washington - known
as the New York channel. Han said
Pyongyang has made it clear that
everything between the two must now
be dealt with under “war law.”

US officials could not be immediate-
ly reached for comment, and South
Korea’s unification, defense and for-
eign ministries did not immediately
comment.

Sanctioned individuals 
Kim and 10 others were put on the

list of sanctioned individuals in con-
nection with alleged human rights
abuses, documented by the United
Nations Human Rights Commission,
that include a network of political pris-
ons and harsh treatment of any kind of
political dissent in the authoritarian
state. US State Department officials
said the sanctions were intended in
part to highlight those responsible for
the abuses and to pressure lower-rank-

ing officials to think twice before carry-
ing them out.

Pyongyang denies abuse claims and
says the UN report was based on fabri-
cations gleaned from disgruntled
defectors. Pointing to such things as
police shootings of black Americans
and poverty in even the richest democ-
racies, it says the West has no moral
high ground from which to criticize the
North’s domestic political situation. It
also says US allies with questionable
human-rights records receive less criti-
cism. Han took strong issue with the
claim that it  not the US but
Pyongyang’s continued development
of nuclear weapons and missiles that is
provoking tensions.

“Day by day, the US military black-
mail against the DPRK and the isolation
and pressure is becoming more open,”
Han said. “It is not us, it is the United
States that first developed nuclear
weapons, who first deployed them and
who first used them against
humankind. And on the issue of mis-
siles and rockets, which are to deliver
nuclear warheads and conventional
weapons warheads, it is none other
than the United States who first devel-
oped it and who first used it.”

Unprecedented in scale 
He noted that US-South Korea mili-

tary exercises conducted this spring
were unprecedented in scale, and that
the US has deployed the USS
Mississippi and USS Ohio nuclear-pow-
ered submarines to South Korean
ports, deployed the B-52 strategic
bomber around South Korea and is
planning to set up the world’s most
advanced missile defense system,
known by its acronym THAAD, in the
South, a move that has also angered
China.

Echoing earlier state-media reports,
Han ridiculed Mark Lippert, the US
ambassador to South Korea, for a flight
on a US Air Force F-16 based in South

Korea that he said was an action “unfit
for a diplomat.” “We regard that as the
act of a villain, who is a crazy person,”
Han said of the July 12 flight. “All these
facts show that the United States is
intentionally aggravating the tensions
in the Korean Peninsula.”

Han warned that Pyongyang is
viewing next month’s planned US-
South Korea exercises in this new con-
text and will respond if they are carried
out as planned. “Nobody can predict
what kind of influence this kind of
vicious confrontation between the
DPRK and the United States will have
upon the situation on the Korean
Peninsula,” he said. “By doing these
kinds of vicious and hostile acts toward
the DPRK, the US has already declared
war against the DPRK. So it is our self-
defensive right and justifiable action to
respond in a very hard way. “We are all
prepared for war, and we are all pre-
pared for peace,” he said. “If the United
States forces those kinds of large-scale
exercises in August, then the situation
caused by that will be the responsibili-
ty of the United States.”

Last year’s Ulchi Freedom Guardian
exercises involved 30,000 American
and 50,000 South Korean troops and
followed a period of heightened ani-
mosity between the rival Koreas
sparked by land mine explosions that
maimed two South Korean soldiers. In
the end, the exercises escalated ten-
sions and rhetoric, but concluded with
no major incidents. Han dismissed calls
for Pyongyang to defuse tensions by
agreeing to abandon its nuclear pro-
gram. “In the view of cause and effect,
it is the US that provided the cause of
our possession of nuclear forces,” he
said. “We never hide the fact, and we
are very proud of the fact, that we have
very strong nuclear deterrent forces
not only to cope with the United
States’ nuclear blackmail but also to
neutralize the nuclear blackmail of the
United States.”—AP
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PYONGYANG, NORTH KOREA: Han Song Ryol, director-general of the US affairs
department at North Korea’s Foreign Ministry, talks during an interview with
the Associated Press yesterday.—AP

BANGKOK: Smoke billows from the multi-screen Major
Cineplex Pinklao yesterday.—AP

BANGKOK: A large fire collapsed part of the roof at a Bangkok
movie theater complex yesterday but caused no serious
injuries. The fire in the Major Cineplex Pinklao reportedly
began in a third-floor cinema in the seven-story shopping and
theater complex. About 30 to 40 fire trucks and 100 crew
members battled the blaze, which sent large plumes of black
and white smoke into the sky.

Members of Bangkokís Emergency Medical Services said a
firefighter and another man were treated for slight injuries.
The building is in Thonburi, across the Chao Phraya River from
Bangkok proper. It is owned by Thailandís largest operator of
movie theaters, the Major Cineplex Group.—AP
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British MP in China
propaganda video
‘deeply concerned’

LONDON: A British MP has complained about appearing in a
video promoting Beijing’s claims in the disputed South China
Sea, saying she was “deeply concerned” that her words had
been misrepresented.

Catherine West, a foreign affairs spokeswoman from the
main opposition Labor Party specializing in the Asia-Pacific
region, is briefly quoted in the video. The video shows white-
sand beaches and crystal-blue waters, but conveniently omits
images of the artificial islands Beijing has built in the strategi-
cally vital waters also claimed by the Philippines and Vietnam,
among others.

It includes clips of talking heads who support China’s
claims to most of the waters and seem to downplay the inter-
national tribunal that rejected the legal basis for China’s asser-
tions. West is featured as one of the speakers, saying: “I think
talks are crucial and that’s why we have to be careful. We need
to resolve something very locally and have a grown-up
approach to dialogue.”

Her comments appear to support China’s position that the
dispute should be settled through direct talks between
claimants, not through the international legal system. But
West said her words were used out of context.

The three-minute video is running about six hours a day on
a big screen in New York’s Times Square-one of the world’s
busiest tourist destinations. It started playing on July 23 and
will be shown 120 times a day until August 3, according to
China Daily. The video is “not a reflection of my record or
views,” West said on Twitter, adding she was “deeply con-
cerned by this misrepresentation” and that she had “consis-
tently voiced concern over militarization of (the) South China
Sea by China”.

Beijing refused to participate in the case that was brought
by the Philippines to the international tribunal in the Hague
and says it will not respect its judgment. West was not the
only Briton in the video, which also featured John Ross, a for-
mer economic adviser to then London mayor Ken Livingstone
who now lives in China.—AFP


