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SYDNEY: Australian police said yester-
day that they are investigating child
abuse complaints against Vatican
finance chief George Pell, but had not
yet decided whether to press charges.

It follows explosive allegations
against the cardinal aired by the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation on
Wednesday, which he strongly denied.
“That’s a matter that we investigated
and still are investigating,” Victoria
Police Chief Commissioner Graham
Ashton said of the claims.

They include allegations from two
men, now in their 40s, who said they
were grouped by Pell in summer 1978-
79 at Eureka pool in Ballarat, where the
cleric had grown up and worked. “You
know, his hand touching your genitals
and stuff on the outside of your bathers
or shorts. And then that slowly became
(a) hand down the front of the pants or
your bathers or whatever you call them,”
one of the complaints Lyndon
Monument told the ABC.

The broadcaster also alleged Pell was
naked in front of three young boys,
believed to be aged eight to 10, in a
Torquay surf club changing room in
summer 1986-87. It said it had obtained
eight police statements from com-
plainants, witnesses and family mem-
bers that have been helping the police
investigation.

Ashton said the matter had been
sent to the Office of Public Prosecutions
for their assessment on whether there
was a case to answer. “We’re waiting to
hear back from them at this stage,” he
told Melbourne radio station 3AW,
adding that while Pell had not been
interviewed, detectives may be sent to
Rome to do so.

Asked if charges were possible, he
said: “Anything is possible at this
stage.”Pell ,  Australia’s most senior
Catholic cleric, has denied the allega-
tions and suggested there was a con-
spiracy against him.

“He denies the claims absolutely,”
said a statement from the 75-year-old’s
office, adding that they were “nothing
more than a scandalous smear cam-
paign, which appears to be championed
by the ABC”.

‘A good man’   
The archbishops of Sydney and

Melbourne both said Pell deserved the
presumption of innocence. “Trial by
media benefits no one,” said Sydney
Archbishop Anthony Fisher, while his
Melbourne counterpart Denis Hart said
Pell, who he has known for 55 years, was
a good man.

“The allegations made on the ABC
against Cardinal Pell do not reflect the
man I know or the behavior which I have
observed over the years I have known
him,” Hart said. “Cardinal Pell is entitled
to have allegations against him investi-
gated according to the usual lawful
processes without being compromised
or sensationalized by the media.”

The allegations come just months
after Pell admitted he “mucked up” in
dealing with pedophile priests in
Victoria in the 1970s, while giving evi-
dence to a national inquiry into institu-
tional responses to child sex abuse.

He was accused of historic sex abuse
claims when he was the Catholic
Archbishop of Sydney in 2002, but was
later cleared of any wrongdoing.

In comments to Australian media
Thursday, Pell claimed that Victoria
Police leaked information to the ABC
and had compromised the judicial
process. But Ashton denied this, adding
that Pell had previously demanded an
inquiry into claims of police leaks which
were forwarded to the Independent
Broad-based Anti-corruption
Commission (IBAC). “And IBAC had a
look at that and wrote back to me say-
ing they had examined that and dis-
missed the complaint,” Ashton said.

Pell was ordained in Rome in 1966
before returning to Australia in 1971
and rising to become the nation’s top
Catholic official. He left for the Vatican in
2014 after being hand-picked by Pope
Francis to make the church’s finances
more transparent, although his powers
were reined in earlier this month.—AFP
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over child abuse claims
Not yet decided whether to press charges

ROME: This file photo taken on March 3, 2016 shows Vatican finance chief
Cardinal George Pell speaking to the media at the Quirinale hotel in Rome at
the end of evidence via video-link to Australia’s Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse in Sydney for a second of three
days.—AFP

SEOUL: South Korean protesters hold placards showing
portraits of former “comfort women” during a rally
against the Reconciliation and Healing Foundation out-
side an office of the foundation yesterday.—AFP

Protests as South

Korea opens ‘comfort

women’ foundation

SEOUL: South Korean protestors clashed with police yester-
day as they tried to disrupt the opening in Seoul of a Tokyo-
funded foundation for women forced to work in Japanese
wartime brothels.

The plight of the so-called “comfort women” is a hugely
emotional issue that has marred relations between Seoul and
Japan for decades and which, for many South Koreans, sym-
bolizes the abuses of Japan’s 1910-45 colonial rule over the
Korean peninsula.

Last December, the two nations reached a “final and irre-
versible” agreement, under which Tokyo offered an apology
and a one-billion yen ($8.5 million) to open the foundation for
the dwindling number of comfort women who are still alive.

But the deal was condemned by some of the women and
South Korean activists, who took issue with Japan’s refusal to
accept formal legal responsibility. “You can’t silence the vic-
tims with money!” scores of protestors chanted at Thursday’s
opening event, which they picketed with banners reading:
“This is not what the comfort women want!” 

Several college students forced their way into the venue
where foundation officials were due to hold a press confer-
ence, and had to be forcibly removed by police. “Listen to the
voices of the victims!” one protestor shouted tearfully as
police carried her and other activists out by their arms and
legs. The Reconciliation and Healing Foundation tried to play
down the protests, saying opposition to the deal with Tokyo
was limited to a vocal minority. “Some victims I met expressed
gratitude for reaching the deal while they are alive,” the foun-
dation’s head Kim Tae-Hyun told reporters.  “The deal is not
completely satisfactory ... but we shouldn’t let these contro-
versies put out this small light of hope that we managed to
find,” she added. Kim said the foundation’s money would be
used to fulfill the remaining comfort women’s last wishes as
many of them were ill and impoverished. Mainstream histori-
ans say up to 200,000 women, mostly from Korea but also oth-
er parts of Asia including China, were forced to work in
Japanese military brothels during World War II.—AFP

Niece of Tibetan priest flees 

China, says he died of torture
DHARMSALA: The niece of a prominent
Tibetan religious leader has fled China and
arrived in exile in northern India to reveal
what her family says is the truth about the
man’s death in a Chinese prison.

Nyima Lhamo told The Associated
Press late Wednesday that her family
believes Tenzin Delek Rinpoche died as a
result of torture and not from a heart
attack as Chinese officials said. Nyima, 26,
said that her uncle told her mother during
prison visits that he was repeatedly beaten
and starved and asked to demonstrate his
religious powers by police officials.

The family was informed of the high

priest’s death in July last year and only
allowed to see the body after Nyima tied a
ceremonial Tibetan scarf to the bars of the
prison gate and tried to hang herself.

Nyima and her mother were only given
a few moments with Tenzin Delek’s body.
But other monks in prison, who had
dressed his body in monks’ robes and laid
it on a platform, told them that his nails
were black and he had a deep hollow
behind his head. Nyima said her uncle’s
lips had also turned black.

She arrived in the northern hill town of
Dharmsala via Nepal Sunday after two
weeks on the road with the help of smug-

glers whom she paid $9,700 for the trip.
Dharmsala is home to the Dalai Lama, the
supreme spiritual leader of Tibetan
Buddhists. She said she made the difficult
decision to leave her aging mother and 6-
year-old daughter behind to tell  her
uncle’s story to the world. “We don’t trust
what China is telling us and demand a
thorough investigation into his death,” she
said. Tenzin Delek Rinpoche was sen-
tenced to death in 2002 on charges of ter-
rorism and inciting separatism in connec-
tion with a blast in Chengdu earlier that
year, but the sentence was commuted to
life and later to 20 years in prison. —AP

DHARMSALA, INDIA: Nyima Lhamo, 26, the niece of a
prominent Tibetan religious leader Tenzin Delek
Rinpoche, is greeted with Tibetan ceremonial scarves by
exile Tibetans on Wednesday.—AP


