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Beyonce on Tuesday led nominations for the MTV Video
Music Awards as she basked in acclaim for her inter-
twined film-album “Lemonade.” The pop diva was in the

running for 11 awards at MTV’s annual extravaganza, which
will take place August 28 in New York’s Madison Square
Garden, a shift from the more common venue in Los Angeles.
Adele came in second with eight nominations. All but seven
were for the chart-topping English balladeer’s “Hello,” which
with more than 1.6 billion views is the fifth most watched
video ever on YouTube.

“Hello,” filmed by the Canadian director Xavier Dolan,
shows Adele on the phone with a younger version of herself
and was the first music video created for the high-resolution
IMAX format. “Hello” was in the running for Video of the Year
against Beyonce’s “Formation,” the most overtly political work
of the former Destiny’s Child singer’s career as she aligned
herself with the Black Lives Matter protest movement. Filmed

by Melina Matsoukas, “Formation” at one point shows a row of
police officers with their hands in the air and graffiti on a wall
that reads, “Stop shooting us.”

The video riled some conservative commentators and law
enforcement groups who voiced anger when Beyonce per-
formed the song at the Super Bowl, the most watched televi-
sion event of the year. Shot in New Orleans, “Formation”
marked a shift in sound by Beyonce to the southern city’s
bounce hip-hop scene. “Formation” was her first single off her
album “Lemonade,” which she released in April to accompany

a film that she made for HBO. The album and film are full of
references to infidelity as well as forgiveness, drawing specula-
tion that Beyonce’s husband, rap mogul Jay Z, had been
unfaithful. If Beyonce sweeps the awards, she would make
MTV history. Peter Gabriel holds the record for the most VMAs
in a single night, taking home 10 in 1987 amid a global follow-
ing for his animation-driven “Sledgehammer.”

Posthumous nods for Bowie 
Other nominees for Video of the Year included Kanye

West’s controversial “Famous,” in which the rapper boasts that
pop superstar Taylor Swift may sleep with him and that he
made her famous. Despite her protests over the song, the
video features a naked woman in bed with West who resem-
bles Swift as well as nude doppelgangers of other celebrities
including Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump.
Also in the running for the top prize were two videos domi-
nated by dancing  rapper Drake’s “Hotline Bling” and pop
celebrity Justin Bieber’s “Sorry.” Bieber’s “Sorry” is the sixth
most watched video ever on YouTube, closely trailing Adele’s
“Hello,” which was released on the same day last year.

The late rock icon David Bowie’s video for “Lazarus” took
four nominations, although not in the main categories. Bowie,
who embraced music videos as an art form when MTV was in
its infancy, released “Lazarus” three days before stunning the
world with his death from an unannounced battle with cancer.
The video, in hindsight, was full of foreshadowing of his death
with the singer levitating over a hospital bed and retreating
into a closet with outfits from his prolific music career.

‘Disappointed’ Jonas 
The VMAs have often been more closely watched for inci-

dents at the televised gala than for actual winners, who are
determined by fan voting. At last year’s awards, West vowed to
run for president in 2020, although his level of seriousness
was unclear. In one small controversy already this year, Nick
Jonas said on Twitter he was “disappointed” he was not nomi-
nated for “Closer,” in which he and Swedish singer Tove Lo
grope longingly for each other but struggle to connect physi-
cally. But minutes later, the onetime child star tweeted that he
would not let himself be bothered by “small stuff.” “Actually
after thinking about it more, there are so many amazing
things happening in my life and career. Nine out of 10 boxes
are checked.” — AFP

Beyonce leads MTV 
Video Music Award nods

Stars come out 
to sign anti-Trump

petition

About a hundred Hollywood actors and music stars, from
Lena Dunham to Moby, have signed a petition against
what they say is the “hateful ideology” of Republican

White House hopeful Donald Trump.  “We are a coalition of
artists who, today, are joining millions of Americans in our
commitment to defeat the presumptive Republican nominee
for president, Donald Trump,” the online pledge reads. “We
believe it is our responsibility to use our platforms to bring
attention to the dangers of a Trump presidency, and to the
real and present threats of his candidacy.” Among others on
board: actors Kerry Washington, Julianne Moore, Patricia
Arquette, Jane Fonda and Woody Harrelson, and music stars
Russell Simmons, Michael Stipe and DJ Spooky.

Keen to throw a spotlight on potential threats posed by
Trump, they warned that the billionaire real estate mogul
“wants to take our country back to a time when fear excused
violence, when greed fueled discrimination, and when the
state wrote prejudice against marginalized communities into
law.” US voters, the group said, should “use the power of our
voice and the power of our vote to defeat Donald Trump and
the hateful ideology he represents.” Americans will vote for
president on November 8. — AFP

File photo shows Kanye West accepts the video vanguard
award at the MTV Video Music Awards at the Microsoft
Theater in Los Angeles.

In this file photo shows Adele onstage at the Brit Awards
2016 at the 02 Arena in London.

Beyonce performs during the Formation World Tour at Telia Parken on Sunday in Copenhagen, Denmark. — AP photos

Celebrity golf fan
arrested after touching

Justin Timberlake

ACalifornia man was arrested for disorderly con-
duct after Justin Timberlake said he got too
physical with him last weekend during the

American Century Celebrity Golf Championship at
Lake Tahoe, sheriff ’s officials said Tuesday. Keith
Weglin, 29, of Sacramento, California, was booked
into the county jail for the misdemeanor Saturday
afternoon, posted $640 bail and was released late
that night, Douglas County Undersheriff Paul Howell
said. TMZ first reported on a video showing some-
one’s hand slapping or touching Timberlake on  the
back of his neck as the singer walked through the
gallery between holes during second-round play at
Edgewood Tahoe Golf Course in Stateline about 60
miles south of Reno.

Timberlake could be heard saying, “Bro, why
would you do that?” Howell told The Associated Press
Weglin was arrested for his conduct as deputies were
escorting him from the course “after the ‘touching’ of
Timberlake.” “It is not related to the contact he made
with him,” he said in an email to AP. Timberlake’s rep-
resentatives did not immediately respond to a
request for comment on Tuesday Weglin did not
immediately respond to a telephone call seeking
comment. It was not immediately clear if he had a
lawyer. Howell said later Tuesday that he considered
it “a very minor event” but that he was issuing a news
release “due to an undue amount of inquiries.” Weglin
allegedly was intoxicated when he “inappropriately
touched” Timberlake’s face, Howell said in the state-
ment.—AP

This file photo shows Keith Weglin, 29, of
Sacramento, California, taken at the Douglas County
Jail in Minden, Nev. — AP

Singer-songwriter Lori McKenna now has
a Grammy trophy sitting on her piano at
her home in Massachusetts, thanks to

Little Big Town’s hit song “Girl Crush,” but her
five kids still don’t think that makes her cool.
“They are impossible to impress,” the 47-year-
old McKenna said during a recent interview in
Nashville, Tennessee, with a laugh. “But thank
God for them, because I would get too much
into it and take myself too seriously. If some-
one wasn’t asking me when dinner was, I
think I would be in trouble.”

Over her career, which spans back into
the late ‘90s, she’s written songs for Faith Hill,
Alison Krauss, Reba, Keith Urban and Hunter
Hayes in her basement just outside of Boston,
between loads of laundry and cooking. But
recently she’s been on a successful streak,
winning a Grammy this year for best country
song for co-writing “Girl Crush” with Liz Rose

and Hillary Lindsey.  “When you get a
Grammy, you’re supposed to drink cham-
pagne out of it,” McKenna said.  “We were kid-
ding at my house, like we should really eat
mac n’ cheese out of this.” On Friday, she will
release her tenth album, “The Bird & the Rifle,”
which includes her version of “Humble &
Kind,” a No. 1 hit for country star Tim McGraw
that has spawned a music video collaboration
with Oprah Winfrey and even a book that was
released this year.  “I just wrote it one day
when the kids were at school, and I literally
was thinking about, ‘Have we told them
everything we want to tell them?’” she said.

Her kids are really proud of that song
because it’s all about them, she said. And she
manages to impart advice to her children,
such as don’t lie, don’t cheat and don’t steal,
without sounding preachy. “The Bird & the
Rifle” was produced by Dave Cobb, who
helped country singer Chris Stapleton and
Americana artist Jason Isbell also pick up
Grammys this year, and together they achieve
a nostalgic collection of folk-country songs
filled with vivid imagery and honest, authen-
tic lyrics.

“You always feel like you’ve written a good
song if it feels like an old song,” McKenna said.
McKenna’s skill as a songwriter is finding
inspiration in the most mundane places, such
as on the title track, “The Bird & the Rifle.” She
was folding laundry and listening to a rerun
of the ABC sitcom “Modern Family” when one
of the characters makes a joke about a moth-
er and daughter getting matching tattoos of
“a bird and a rifle.” The songwriter turned that
punch line into an extended metaphor about
the tortured relationship between a woman
who wants to spread her wings and the man
who wants to keep her close. “I think it makes
it cooler in a way that it comes from a joke
‘cause it sounds really dark,” McKenna said.
“And maybe it is, but she does fly away.” — AP

Pierce Brosnan has come on board
Scott Mann’s soccer thriller “Final
Score” opposite Dave Bautista,

Alexandra Dinu and Julian Cheung.
Signature Entertainment’s Marc Goldberg is
producing alongside The Fyzz Facility’s
Robert Jones,  James Harris, Mark Lane, and
Wayne Marc Godfrey. Babak Eftekhari will
co-produce, with Elizabeth Williams execu-
tive producing. Highland Film Group’s
Arianne Fraser and Delphine Perrier will
handle global sales and serve as executive
producers alongside Mark Canton,
Courtney Solomon, Zac Adler and David
Sullivan. The Gersh Agency is co-represent-
ing US rights.

Highland Film Group introduced the
project in February at the Berlin Film
Festival. Shooting will begin on Aug 8 in
London at West Ham United’s iconic Upton
Park Stadium, which has  been the home of
Premier League soccer club for over 100
years. West Ham United will be relocating
to Olympic Stadium in East London next
season and the venue will be handed over
to a British property developer following
production. 

Mann is directing from a script by The
Brothers Lynch and Jonathan Frank, in
which the stadium is seized during a sport-
ing event by a group of heavily armed
criminals demanding ransom. An ex-soldier

must use all his military skills to save the
35,000 capacity crowd, one of which is the
daughter of his fallen comrade. “Final Score
may be set in London but truly it’s a story
that’s relatable the world over,” said Jones.
“Scott Mann’s vision has scale, white knuck-
le tension, humor and heart.” Brosnan
recently completed production on Martin
Campbell’s “The Foreigner,” co-starring
Jackie Chan and produced by The Fyzz
Facility’s Wayne Marc Godfrey. He will star
in “Across the River and into the Trees,”
based on Ernest Hemingway’s novel of the
same name, which will also be directed by
Campbell.

Brosnan is currently filming AMC’s new
drama series “ The Son,” based on the
Philipp Meyer novel about the rise and fall
of a Texas oil family. Brosnan also stars in
the soon-to-be released thriller “I.T.,” pro-
duced by his production company Irish
DreamTime, alongside Voltage Pictures and
Friendly Films. Bautista was previously seen
in Marvel Studios’ “Guardians of the Galaxy”
and Sony-MGM’s “Spectre,”  starring Daniel
Craig, and most recently wrapped produc-
tion on Matthias Hoene’s “Warrior’s Gate”
for EuropaCorp. Brosnan is represented by
CAA. — Reuters

HBO didn’t renew
‘Project Greenlight,’

Damon says

“Project Greenlight” won’t be getting a fifth sea-
son on HBO. Matt Damon told The Associated
Press on Tuesday that he was shocked that HBO

didn’t pick up his and Ben Affleck’s show, which chronicles
the production of an independent film. “I really liked it and
thought that the show went great,” Damon said while pro-
moting the latest “Jason Bourne” film. “I’m not one to ques-
tion (their programming). They do such a great job. But we
have to take it out again.” Damon said that that they’ll start
shopping the show around, and he thinks that a streaming
service like Amazon or Netflix might be a good fit.

“There are places where I think we could do really well,”
he said. “Project Greenlight” aired on HBO for its first two
seasons from 2001 to 2003, before moving to Bravo for
season three in 2005. The show came back to HBO for a
fourth season last year to much buzz and some controver-
sy starting with Damon’s comments regarding diversity, for
which he later apologized. The show this past season,
which was centered on the production of director Jason
Mann’s dark parlor comedy “The Leisure Class,” became a
cultural touchpoint.

Even in production, it already seemed like a relic of a
different era, with its white male director focusing on
wealthy, mainly white characters at a time when diversity
and representation in film were in the spotlight more than
ever. Producer Effie Brown became a breakout star of the
season, providing fascinating insight and commentary
week to week on those issues while also overseeing the
production of the film. A representative from HBO said in a
statement that it was initially imagined as a one-season
revival and that they decided in early 2016 that another
season “did not make sense for us.” “We are proud of the
show and were pleased with its run throughout the years,”
HBO said. — AP

Family keeps hit songwriter Lori
McKenna grounded, inspired

In this file photo, Lori McKenna appears at
the 58th annual Grammy Awards at the
Staples Center in Los Angeles. — AP

Brosnan joins Dave Bautista
in soccer drama ‘Final Score’

Pierce Brosnan


