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MIAMI: The first ever Caribbean Premier
League games in Florida could be the
launchpad for the United States to have
its own T20 cricket franchise, organisers
of the tournament said.

The six games being held at
Lauderhill  in South Florida from
Thursday to Sunday are the first time
that the CPL has branched out from its
island bases to the United States.

The games will  be played at the
Central Broward Regional Park, which
has the only purpose built cricket stadi-
um in the United States and which held
the first full international matches on
American soil, two Twenty20 games
between New Zealand and Sri Lanka in
2010. Lauderhill is an area with a large
population of people of Jamaican her-

itage while South Florida itself has com-
munities from across the cricket-loving
Caribbean region.

“There are lots of hoops you have to
jump through but if you look at the way
America embraces its sport, having a
local franchise here makes a lot of sense,”
CPL’s chief operating officer Pete Russell
said. “It ties you into the local communi-
ty and makes it a lot more relevant.  That
would make a lot of sense. There is no
issue with putting it into our schedule.
But its one step at a time we have to see
how these games go, but so far,  so
good,” he said. Some prospective
investors in the league have already
shown interest in a US franchise, said
Russell. “A lot of potential owners have
talked to us about it (but) we are mindful

of the politics involved here and also in
terms of cricket generally. We wouldn’t
be so presumptuous as to say ‘We are
having a franchise here’ - there are a lot
of things you have to consider before
you do that. We have had preliminary
conversations but no more than saying
‘Wouldn’t it be a good idea in the future’,”
he added.

INTERNATIONAL DISPUTE 
The CPL features franchises from

Jamaica, Barbados, Guyana, Trinidad and
Tobago, St.Lucia and St.Kitts and Nevis
and includes international players as
well as those drawn from the T20 World
Cup winning West Indies team.

The progress of cricket in the US has
been hampered by administrative prob-

lems with the USA Cricket Association
(USACA) having been suspended by the
International Cricket Council (ICC) in
December. The ICC is currently running
affairs in the US directly. There have
been previous attempts to popularise
the sport through games involving
retired international stars, playing at
baseball venues, but Russell believes the
demographics mean there is no real
need to convert Americans to the sport.

“As well as the Caribbean diaspora,
you have the Asian population here who
are cricket-starved,” he added. While no
plans for the future have been announced
it is unlikely that this week’s games, featur-
ing all six franchises, will be the last time
that the CPL features at Lauderhill. “We
have invested well over a million dollars in

coming to Florida. The stadium is great
but to bring it up to international stan-
dard with the screens, the lights and the
hospitality areas, we have had to invest,”
said CPL chief executive Damien
O’Donohoe. “We are bringing that
Caribbean flavour and feel and it is going
to be a very special atmosphere come
Saturday and Sunday,” he added.

Lauderhill mayor Richard Kaplan said he
is delighted that the games are likely to be
well attended with a large contingent of
fans travelling down from New York as well
as from across the Sunshine State. “I do see
the possibility of a franchise, I do see the
possibility of numerous long-term relation-
ships in the development of the sport. But
we need to resolve the issues around sanc-
tioning of the games,” he said. — AFP

Caribbean Premier League eyes US ahead of T20 games

PALLEKELE: Australia’s batsman Steve O’ Keefe plays a shot as Sri Lanka’s Kusal Mendis dives to catch the ball during day two of the first test
cricket match between Sri Lanka and Australia in Pallekele, Sri Lanka, yesterday. — AP

PALLEKELE: Australia took command yester-
day of a low-scoring Test against Sri Lanka,
building up an 86-run first innings lead before
dismissing opener Kulsan Perera with the last
ball of a rain-affected day in Pallekele.

Despite the heroics of Lakshan Sandakan,
who took four wickets on debut, the hosts
were staring down the barrel at stumps on
the second day of the opening Test after rain
again forced an early end to proceedings.
Perera fell for just four when he was lbw to
paceman Mitchell Starc, leaving Sri Lanka
wobbling on six for one-still 80 runs short of
having to make the visitors bat again.

Australia had earlier been bowled out for
203 in reply to Sri Lanka’s first innings total of
117, with the rookie Sandakan and the veter-
an Rangana Herath both taking four wickets
apiece. Adam Voges top-scored for the
Australians with 47, meaning no player from
either side managed to score a half-century in
the first innings.  And with the turning pitch
showing few signs of respite, the Australians’
first innings lead could well prove decisive as
they try to cement their position as Test crick-
et’s number one side. The 38-year-old Herath,
who has hinted that he may soon retire from
Test cricket, was the pick of the bowlers and
unlucky not to record another five-wicket haul.

He dismissed both overnight batsmen-
skipper Steve Smith and Usman Khawaja-in
successive overs and had a third wicket in the
morning session when wicketkeeper Peter
Nevill was caught at mid-on.  After lunch
wicketkeeper Perera dropped a chance off
Josh Hazlewood, denying Herath what would
have been his 24th five-wicket haul.  Australia
scored at less than two runs per over off
Herath as his 25 overs went for only 49.

DEBUTANT’S DELIGHT 
While Herath was providing captain

Angelo Mathews with options both for attack
and containment, Sandakan ran through the
lower order to finish with impressive figures
of four for 58. His first wicket was that of the
all-rounder Mitchell Marsh who added 60 for
the fifth wicket with Voges before being
bowled for 31.  “I bowled a googly to the oth-
er batsman, Voges, and when he got beaten, I
thought that I will do the same thing and
Marsh fell into the trap. It was a good feeling,”
a delighted Sandakan told reporters.  “He is a
guy who can play the anchor role. It’s a big
wicket, dismissing him is special.”

Seamer Nuwan Pradeep finished with two
wickets, including that of the resolute Voges
who was brilliantly caught by Kusal Mendis at
gully after facing 115 deliveries and hitting
three fours. Voges expressed frustration that
the Australians had failed to put together any
big partnerships. He said he would have felt
more comfortable had they managed to
stretch the lead into three figures on a tricky
pitch.  “We felt if we had one or two good

partnerships... and got a 100-plus run lead
and then we’re feeling we are driving the
game,” Voges told reporters.  “A little bit of
missed opportunity there... we know in these
conditions you need to get bigger scores and
big partnerships.” The match has so far been

badly hit by rain, with afternoon downpours
in what is Sri Lanka’s rainy season forcing the
umpires to call a premature end to play at tea
on both days. The second Test will be held in
Galle from August 4-8 and the third in
Colombo from August 13-17. — AFP

Aussies build up 

lead over S Lankans

Sri Lanka 1st innings 117 (D de Silva 24, K
Perera 20; Josh Hazlewood 3-21, 
Nathan Lyon 3-12)

Australia 1st innings (overnight 66 for two)
J. Burns b Herath 3
D. Warner b Pradeep 0
U. Khawaja lbw b Herath 26
S. Smith st Chandimal b Herath 30
A. Voges c Mendis b Pradeep 47 
M. Marsh b Sandakan 31
P. Nevill c Perera b Herath 2
S O’Keefe c Mendis b Sandakan 23 
M. Starc c Perera b Sandakan 11
N. Lyon lbw b Sandakan 17
J. Hazlewood not out 2
Extras: (b 4, lb 7) 10
Total: (all out, 79.2 overs) 203

Fall of wickets: 1-3 (Warner), 2-7 (Burns), 3-69
(Smith), 4-70 (Khawaja), 
5-130 (Marsh), 6-137 (Nevill), 7-160 (Voges), 8-179
(Starc), 9-190 (O’Keefe)
Bowling: Pradeep 16-6-36-2, Herath 25-8-49-4,
Dilruwan Perera 14-1-43-0, 
Sandakan 21.2-3-58-4, Mathews 3-1-6-0

Sri Lanka 2nd innings
K. Perera lbw b Starc 4
K. Silva not out 2
Extras: 0
Total: (1 wicket, 2.2 overs) 6
Fall of wicket: 1-6 (Perera)
Bowling: Starc 1.2-0-3-1, Hazlewood 1-0-3-0
To bat: Karunaratne, Mendis, Chandimal,
Mathews, De Silva, Dilruwan Perera, 
Herath, Sandakan, Pradeep. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

PALLEKELE, Sri Lanka: Scoreboard at stumps on the second day of the first Test between Sri Lanka
and Australia in Pallekele yesterday:

LONDON: England all-rounder Ben Stokes has
been ruled out of next week’s third Test against
Pakistan at Edgbaston with a torn right calf, the
England and Wales Cricket Board said yesterday.

Durham paceman Stokes suffered the injury
midway through bowling his sixth over on the
fourth day of the second Test at Old Trafford on
Monday, when England completed a 330-run
win to level the four-match series at 1-1.

A scan revealed the extent of Stokes’s injury
and the 25-year-old’s fitness will be reviewed by
the England medical team next week, with the
squad assembling in Birmingham on Monday.

In addition to the remaining 10 fit players
who featured at Old Trafford, England have
selected Nottinghamshire paceman Jake Ball,
who made his Test debut in a 75-run defeat by
Pakistan in the series opener at Lord’s.

Also in a 13-man squad are Middlesex fast
bowler Steven Finn, who also played in the first
Test, and Yorkshire leg-spinner Adil Rashid.
Doing without Stokes is something England
have got used to in a season where he has start-
ed only two out of five Tests and has not fin-
ished one. A left knee injury cut short Stokes’s
participation in the first Test against Sri Lanka in
May and left him needing surgery which saw
him miss the final two Tests of that series, as well
as the subsequent one-dayers and lone

Twenty20. But in Stokes’s absence, Chris
Woakes-also a pace-bowling all-rounder-has
seized his chance to revive a stuttering Test
career and next week will see him involved at
his Warwickshire home ground. In five Tests this
season, against Sri Lanka and Pakistan, Woakes
averages 42 with the bat and under 19 with the
ball-exemplary figures for an international all-
rounder. England coach Trevor Bayliss, speaking
before it was confirmed Stokes would not play
in the third Test, said: “If he does miss out, it will
give someone else an opportunity. 

“Yes, he’s a big player for us-he adds a lot of
spark to the team. He bats, bowls and he’s a
leader in the field.” The Australian added: “But
Woakes has done brilliantly so far this season, so
we are lucky in that aspect.”

The third Test starts on August 3.

England third Test squad
Alastair Cook (Essex, capt),  Alex Hales

(Nottinghamshire), Joe Root (Yorkshire), James
Vince (Hampshire), Gary Ballance (Yorkshire),
Chris Woakes (Warwickshire), Jonny Bairstow
(Yorkshire, wkt), Moeen Ali (Worcestershire),
Stuart Broad (Nottinghamshire),  James
Anderson (Lancashire), Steven Finn (Middlesex),
Jake Ball (Nottinghamshire),  Adil Rashid
(Yorkshire). — AFP

BULAWAYO: New Zealand’s Test cricket
team begins a fresh era under new captain
Kane Williamson today, when they start a
two-match series against Zimbabwe at
Queens Sports Club.  New Zealand’s last
Test assignment took place back in
February, when former captain Brendon
McCullum closed his international career
with a typically buccaneering century as the
Black Caps lost to Australia by seven wickets
in Christchurch.

McCullum was credited with turning
around New Zealand’s fortunes and image
over his last three years as captain, when he
led them to the final of the 50-over World
Cup and adopted a popular, attacking
approach to all forms of the game.

His retirement has given Williamson, 25,
the opportunity to create his own legacy as
New Zealand’s 29th Test captain, and his
record as a batsman allied with a calm
demeanour has suggested that he will be
more than capable.  Last year he scored
2692 international runs across the three for-
mats, the third highest of any player in a cal-
endar year, and also became the sixth bats-
man to score 10 Test hundreds before the
age of 25.  He was named as Wisden’s
Leading Cricketer of the Year for his efforts.
Williamson has the benefit of beginning his
tenure against Test cricket’s weakest nation,
who have not played a Test match since los-
ing 3-0 to Bangladesh in November 2014.

Nevertheless, New Zealand have not forgot-
ten the last time that they played a Test in
Zimbabwe, when the hosts threatened to
chase down a target of 366 and lost by just
34 runs. “The last time we played Test crick-
et in Bulawayo it was well fought, so we also
expect a tough series in the Test matches
this time around,” New Zealand coach Mike
Hesson said. “We respect every opposition
that we play against, that’s something that
we are very proud of, regardless of whether
we are playing the number one team in the
world or not.” New Zealand prepared for the
tour with a week-long training camp at
South Africa’s High Performance Centre in
Pretoria, where they were exposed to the
dry mid-winter pitches that they will face
both in Bulawayo and in a two-Test series
against the Proteas next month.

The surface at Queens is often benign,
which could present a challenge for the
tourists in their bid for victory in the two
Tests at the venue.  “I think the conditions
will pose many challenges,” said Hesson.
“Zimbabwe’s players are obviously familiar
with the nature of the surface, which I think
is going to be relatively slow.

“Taking 20 wickets will be a challenge.
Our bowling needs to be very disciplined.”
Zimbabwe will be without strike bowlers
Tinashe Panyangara and Tendai Chatara,
while legspinner Graeme Cremer will cap-
tain for the first time in a Test. — AFP

DHAKA: Bangladesh’s Mustafizur Rahman
is unlikely to play any further part for
English county team Sussex this season
after he was diagnosed with a tear in his
shoulder, cricket officials said yesterday.

The promising paceman, nicknamed
Fizz, aggravated an old shoulder injury dur-
ing his short stint with Sussex in the ongo-
ing Twenty20 Blast competition, playing
two matches and bowling just 7.2 overs
before being sidelined.  

Sussex rested the 20-year-old left-arm
quick from matches against Gloucester-
shire and Hampshire but hoped he would
be fit enough to return for Thursday’s clash
with Glamorgan.

It had been planned that Mustafizur
would join Sussex for the whole of their
Blast and One-Day Cup campaigns. But he
only arrived in time to play his first match
away to Essex last week.  Sussex said
Wednesday that Mustafizur would play no
part in their upcoming Blast or One-Day
Cup group matches.

“Under the direction of the Bangladesh
Cricket Board, (he) is due to have a scan this
week to ascertain whether or not he will be
fit enough to play in any knockout matches
should Sussex qualify for the latter stages
of either competition,” a club statement
said. “It is hoped that there is a possibility of

him returning to Hove in the future.”
However, Bangladesh Cricket Board

(BCB) spokesman Jalal Yunus said his
chance of playing any further matches for
Sussex this season looked “very bleak” after
an MRI scan suggested a tear in his shoul-
der.  “We will have another MRI report
today to get a full assessment of his condi-
tions,” Yunus told reporters in Dhaka. 

“But, at the moment I don’t see any
chance that he will play any further match-
es for Sussex this season.” Bangladesh
national team physio Baizidul Islam said
the initial MRI report had detected a
Superior Labrum, Anterior to Posterior tear
in Mustafizur’s shoulder. 

“Usually it requires surgery for complete
recovery. But players can continue playing
with painkillers,” he said.  

Bangladesh cricketers Tamim Iqbal and
Nasir Hossain have suffered similar injuries
in the past but continued to play without
surgery.  But the BCB’s Yunus said that
because Mustafizur is a bowler, the board
will not take any risks.  

“He is a young player with a long future
ahead of him. Naturally we would love to
get long service from him,” said Yunus.
Mustafizur’s stint with Sussex was delayed
twice over concerns he may be burnt out
and visa complications. —AFP
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