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SPRINGFIELD: Jason Day has opted for
rest over practice before defending his
world number one status and his first
major title when the 98th PGA
Championship tees off Thursday at
Baltusrol.  The 28-year-old Australian
skipped practice Tuesday over the par-70,
7,428-yard layout and opted for another
rest day after spending Monday with his
family, posting an Instagram photo from a
video game center.  Day, who hosted a
champions dinner Tuesday night at the
course, intends to play a full first practice
round Wednesday at Baltusrol before play-
ing the first two rounds alongside four-
time major winner Rory McIlroy and five-
time major champion Phil Mickelson.

American Dustin Johnson, who won his
first major at last month’s US Open, would
overtake Day for the top ranking spot if he
wins and the Aussie finishes worse than a
two-way share of second-or if Johnson is a
solo runner-up and Day is 29th or worse.

Fellow first-time major winners Danny
Willett of England from the Masters and
Sweden’s Henrik Stenson from the British
Open will play alongside Johnson on
Thursday and Friday. A field of 156 players,
including 72 players from 24 nations out-
side of the United States, will compete for

a $1.8 million (1.63 million euros) top prize
from a $10 million purse.

TOUGH START
Day will be playing his fourth event in

five weeks and third in a row. But after
withdrawing from the Rio Olympics over
Zika virus concerns he will have a month
off before the US PGA Tour’s season-ending
playoffs opener.  “It has been very difficult
to plan my practice schedule around tour-
nament schedule, because when I’m done, I
take a few days off and I’m tired, and you’ve
got to try and somehow manage that,” Day
said last week at the Canadian Open.

“The biggest thing is being able to pre-
pare properly for the events, give yourself
the best opportunity to win, and then try
and do your best. That’s all you can ask.”

Two inches of rain fell Monday night at
the course and more is in the forecast on
Friday.  “The key this week is going to be on
ball striking and staying patient because it’s
a pretty tough start, and then just kind of
hanging on,” Willett said. “Put it in the fair-
ways and in the middle of the greens. Give
yourself as many birdie chances as possible.”
Long-hitters like their chances this week,
especially with the only par-5 holes the 649-
yard 17th and 554-yard 18th. “If I can hit my

driver halfway decent, I’ll have a better
advantage over some of the guys, at least
half the field,” said two-time Masters winner
Bubba Watson. “You have got to drive the
ball well,” said McIlroy. “It’s a long golf

course for a par 70 and the two par-5s
coming at the end of the course. You’ve
got to drive the ball in the fairway and
pretty long as well.  “You’re going to see a
lot of guys hit a lot of greens. I think lag

putting is going to be a big thing. If you
have good speed on the greens, that’s
going to be a big help.“Everything’s is
straight out in front of you. There’s no real
hidden secrets to it.”

STENSON LIKES HIS CHANCES 
McIlroy, Tiger Woods and Padraig

Harrington have won the British Open and
PGA crowns in the same year in the past
decade. Before then it had been done only
twice in 81 years. But Stenson likes his
chances.  “If it behaves like it normally
does, I think that can put me in good posi-
tion,” Stenson said. “It should play into my
strengths, which is mid- to long-irons. So I
think it’s a good course for me.”

And he opted to delay playing the back
nine until Wednesday, saying, “I wanted to
walk the course but I decided to conserve
energy and not get out there any longer.”

Mickelson, a 46-year-old US left-hander
who won the 2005 PGA at Baltusrol, could
become the fourth-oldest major champion
in history by capturing the Wanamaker
Trophy on Sunday after settling for second
to Stenson at the British Open two weeks
ago at Royal Troon. “It will be important to
drive the ball well, and I actually am looking
forward to that challenge,” he said. — AFP

US high school federation calls for pitch limits in 2017

SPRINGFIELD: Jason Day of Australia hits a shot during a practice round prior to
the 2016 PGA Championship at Baltusrol Golf Club yesterday in Springfield,
New Jersey. — AFP

SPRINGFIELD: Third-ranked Jordan Spieth has simpli-
fied his game to try and ease a season of frustrations
and recapture the form for the PGA Championship
that brought him two 2015 major titles.

Spieth, who turns 23 on Wednesday, squan-
dered a five-shot lead on the back nine at
Augusta National last April and let a Masters title
slip through his fingers, literally putting the
green jacket on England’s Danny Willett.  He won
in May at Colonial and shared third at the WGC
event in Akron, but missed the cut at the Players
Championship, settled for a share of 37th at the
US Open and 30th at the British Open-inconsis-
tent efforts he hopes to put behind him this
week at Baltusrol in the year’s final major.  “I
don’t think that I am a better player this year
than I was last year,” Spieth said. “I think I’m the
same player, that I’ve just been getting a bit too
frustrated on the golf course, at times.

“But recently, I’ve quickened my step. I’ve got-
ten back to kind of the ‘gunslinger,’ the way that I
grew up playing, which is just step up and hit it.
I went from over-dissecting shots to really feel-
ing like less is more.” 

Spieth now has his eyes set on a career Grand
Slam and he still lacks a Wanamaker Trophy from
the PGA in his hardware collection.  “This would
be a fantastic time to grab a third leg, still
young,” Spieth said. “Golf is a game where you
smack it, go up to the next one and smack it
again and you count it up at the end. Simplifying
things has really been the trend recently. It has
really helped me. I’m actually trending very
much in the right direction right now.”

If Spieth wins on Sunday, he would be the
youngest PGA Championship winner since Tom
Creavy in 1931 at 20 years and seven months.
The only younger was Gene Sarazen, who was
almost two months younger when he won in
1922.  “I was pretty satisfied for quite a while and
then you tee it up in the next major and then all
of the sudden you have a chance to make histo-
ry,” Spieth said. “That fuels you. Any major cham-
pionship fuels you.”

OUTSIDE NOISE OUTSIDE
Spieth’s eight titles before turning 23, one

more than achieved by Tiger Woods, have
helped him achieve some of his goals for this

season. A win Sunday would add to that.
“I set my own expectations so high. So have I

met them this year? Not yet,” Spieth said. “I still
can. I’ve improved from categories from last year
I wanted to improve and other categories have
diminished slightly.  “I’m hitting the ball further
this year, which is really nice. I have more confi-
dence in my mid- to long-iron play than I did last

year. Short game has gone down just a bit. I’m
working hard on it.

“Fortunately, having gone now through it, if I
have to go through that kind of crescendo to
maybe just a little bit of a valley, I feel like I’ve
matured quite a bit this year as a person and
player in trying to stay focused on my own goals
and keep outside noise outside.” — AFP

WELLINGTON: World number one Lydia Ko
grew up thinking the Olympics were an impossi-
ble dream, so she won’t let anything-even the
Zika virus threat-stop her chasing glory in Rio.
Golf is returning to the Olympics after a 112-year
absence and the 19-year-old New Zealander
believes she can take in three Games before giv-
ing up, and who knows maybe turning to a new
career in cooking.  “I never thought of golf
returning to the Olympics, especially since it was
last played in 1904, it’s just incredible,” she told
AFP.  “I feel so privileged to have the opportuni-
ty. If you end up getting a medal that’s great, but
just to say ‘I’m an Olympian’, that’s something to
be proud of your whole life.”

While concerns over the Zika virus have
prompted a host of male golfers-including the
world’s top four Jason Day, Jordan Spieth, Dustin
Johnson and Rory McIlroy —  to skip Rio, Ko said
she would not follow.  “I’m more excited about
the Olympics, about the ceremony, about just
being part of the Olympic vibe than worrying
about the Zika virus,” she said.  “There are so
many experts that are taking care of all that...
we’ve just got to trust them.”

Ko is the strong favourite for the women’s
golf gold medal at the landmark Games.

‘ONE OF A KIND’ 
Such has been her dominance — 14 LPGA

titles including two majors since turning pro in
late 2013 — that it’s easy to forget the Korean-
born Kiwi is still a teenager. Ko has torn up the
record books in becoming the youngest player
to win a professional tournament, youngest
world number one, youngest major winner and
the fastest to claim 10 LPGA Tour titles.

Her coach David Leadbetter, who has worked
with legends such as Nick Faldo and Ernie Els,
describes her as a “savant” and “Tiger-esque”,
referring to Tiger Woods, in her ability to read
the game.

“She’s just destined to be one of the greats,”
he told Radio New Zealand in April after her sec-

ond major win at the ANA Inspiration in
California.  Pundits have been impressed with
Ko’s temperament as much as her ability with
the clubs, hailing a composure under pressure
that belies her tender years.  Ko credits the sta-
bility and work ethic instilled by her parents,
who moved from Seoul to Auckland when she
was six. Her interest in golf started at five, when
an aunt gave her a putter and a seven iron. 

Within two years she was competing at the
New Zealand Women’s Amateur tournament.
Five years later she won the event, then at 14
became the world’s top-ranked amateur.

Her family, mindful of the burn-out rate
among golf prodigies, resisted calls for her to
turn professional immediately. Instead, she con-
tinued her school studies and practised for up to
50 hours a week.  She also kept winning, claim-
ing four professional tournaments as an ama-
teur, meaning she was unable to collect more

than US $2.0 million in prize money.
The steady approach paid dividends, with

Ko’s career earnings exceeding US$7 million
since she turned pro in late 2013. Despite her
stellar career, Ko insists “I’m just a normal
teenager” who enjoys watching action movies
and posting on social media.  A self-confessed
“food-holic”, she misses New Zealand chocolate
on tour and says she is looking forward to trying
Brazilian cuisine in Rio.  Her meticulous career
plan initially involved retiring at 30 to become a
psychologist, but Ko said her love of food may
now dominate when she hangs up the clubs.
“I’m still planning to retire at 30 but not sure
about becoming a psychologist. I do have an
interest in cooking these days, so I’m still think-
ing,” she said. “Since I’ve got 12 more years to go,
it would be an honour to participate in three
Olympics-I’ll try my best to retain my level to
Olympic standard.” — AFP
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SPRINGFIELD: Bubba Watson watches his tee shot on the 15th hole during a practice
round for the PGA Championship golf tournament at Baltusrol Golf Club in
Springfield, N.J., yesterday. — AP 

SPRINGFIELD: The Olympics has thrown
another wrinkle into the golf schedule, this
one affecting the American team for the
Ryder Cup. The PGA Championship typically
is the final event to earn one of the eight
automatic qualifying spots, and then Davis
Love III would have four captain’s picks lead-
ing up to the Ryder Cup matches that start
Sept. 30 at Hazeltine.

Because the PGA has been moved to the
end of July ahead of the Olympics, qualifying
for the Americans won’t end until Aug. 28 after
The Barclays. Love is looking beyond standings
because of the Olympics. For example, Rickie
Fowler has slipped to No. 10 in the standings.
He is going to Rio de Janeiro, taking him out of
at least two tournaments ( Travelers
Championship and John Deere Classic) that
others behind him in the standings might not
play. Bubba Watson (No. 7 in the standings) is
playing next week at the Travelers
Championship as the defending champion.
However, Matt Kuchar (No. 8) and Patrick Reed
(No. 11) will be in Rio for the Olympics.

“I think the assistant captains and I are
going to be challenged, because we have so
many factors like the Olympics that we
haven’t really dealt with before,” Love said.
“Rickie just told me he’s going to be down
there for 11 days. You have to factor in that
there’s two weeks he could have played here.”

It’s more than just the Olympics. Brooks
Koepka was at No. 3 until an ankle injury
knocked him out of a lucrative World Golf
Championship and the British Open, where
money counts double toward the Ryder Cup
standings. Koepka now is at No. 9, and his
ankle is not at full strength. Daniel Berger,
who won in Memphis a week before the U.S.
Open, withdrew from the WGC event at
Firestone and The Open with a shoulder
injury. He is at No. 16.

Love said he is keeping an “unofficial
points list” in his head among those who are
playing well, but either don’t have enough
tournaments because of injury (Jim Furyk, for
example) or might be missing events because
of the Olympics. “We know who is playing
well and who is not playing well,” Love said.
“And we know who our team wants as their
teammates or their partners. We have a
longer list maybe than you would think.”

Love could get a little more clarity this
week, anyway. The PGA Championship also is
worth double points. 

NO SMOKING
A week into making good on a bet, the

caddie of Henrik Stenson was starting to
struggle. Gareth Lord had a friend in Florida
who told him he should quit smoking, and
the conversation led to a bet: If Stenson wins
a major, Lord stops smoking.

And then Stenson won the British Open,
closing with a 63 for a three-shot victory at
Royal Troon. Stenson could tell his caddie was
struggling when Lord jokingly told him on
more than one occasion, “I wish Phil had shot
59.” Tuesday morning on the range as the sto-
ry was going around, someone did some
quick math and realized Lord should be on
his ninth day of no smoking, not seventh day.

“I had so much to drink, the first two days
didn’t count,” Lord replied.

LONG DRIVE
Rory McIlroy thought he had his first victo-

ry of the week before the PGA Championship

even started. For the third straight year, the
PGA of America staged its “Long Drive
Championship,” this time on the first hole at
Baltusrol. Jordan Spieth was the early leader
at 314 yards, but that was before McIlroy
hammered one 345 yards.

“I hit one out there pretty good this morn-
ing,” McIlroy said Tuesday. “Not going to lie to
you,  I’ve been checking the board since to
see if anyone’s got up close to me. I saw Gary
Woodland on the putting green just as he
was going out, and I said, ‘That’s one of the
guys I’m worried about.’ I thought he could
maybe get it out there by me. But thankfully,
he missed the fairway.

“I don’t know if I’m still on top, but I hope
so by the end of the day.” By the end of his
news conference, he received the bad news -
Byeong Hun An ripped one 347 yards, and
that was the winner.

An received a gold money clip, while
McIlroy had to settle for the silver and Nicolas
Colsaerts (341 yards) received a bronze clip.

RUN OF THE LINKS
The Irish Open is moving to July next year,

making it three straight weeks of links golf
through the British Open. The European Tour
said Tuesday that the Irish Open will be
played at Portstewart Golf Club on July 6-9.
That’s the week before the Scottish Open at
Dundonald Links on the Ayrshire coast, fol-
lowed by The Open at Royal Birkdale.

It will be the first time Portstewart, which
dates to 1894, hosts a European Tour event.

“To get that date right before the Scottish
is huge,” said Rory McIlroy, the tournament
host. “To play a round of links golf leading
into the Open, hopefully we can attract some
marquee names to come over and play. With
it being at the start of July, hopefully - fingers
crossed - we can get some decent weather.”

DINNER PRANK
The late Sam Snead was famous for being

tight with his money, as former PGA champi-
on Bobby Nichols once discovered. The PGA
Championship has been hosting a champions
dinner since 1965, and Nichols was the first
host as the defending champion. Nichols
wanted to know who was picking up the tab,
and he was told it would be taken care of by
the PGA of America. And that allows Nichols
to play a prank. “At the end of the meal, I said
that we needed to collect from each champi-
on beginning in 1942 to help pay the tab,”
Nichols told the PGA’s website. “Before I could
say the year, Sam Snead ...  was headed for
the door. We had to all call Sam back, letting
him know that we were just teasing.” Snead
won the first of his three PGAs in 1942. 

DIVOTS
Bubba Watson was home long enough

between majors to open a candy store in
Pensacola, Florida. It’s called “Bubba’s Sweet
Spot,” offering up fudge, ice cream and a vari-
ety of candy. “Who doesn’t like candy and
fudge and ice cream?” Watson said. “So I’m
spending the most money in there.” ... Bill
Calfee, president of the Web.com Tour the
past 10 years, has decided to retire after this
year. Calfee played on the PGA Tour from
1976-85 and has worked at the tour in various
roles since 1991. ... Jhonattan Vegas at the
RBC Canadian Open became the second play-
er this year to make birdie on the final three
holes and win. — AP

Olympics present problem in 
US qualifying for Ryder Cup


