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CILACAP: Indonesia will  be “on the
wrong side of history” if it proceeds with
a fresh round of executions this week,
rights groups warned yesterday, as
authorities confirmed 14 prisoners will
face the firing squad. A group of drug
convicts including foreigners have been
given notice of their executions and
could be put to death as early as Friday,
though authorities remain tight-lipped
about specific details.

Attorney-General Muhammad
Prasetyo said yesterday that 14 people-
including prisoners from Nigeria,
Pakistan, India and Zimbabwe-had been

put in isolation and would be executed
this week. “They still have the right to see
their family. We have also asked what
their last requests are,” Prasetyo told
reporters. Family members and embassy
officials visited the condemned prisoners
yesterday on Nusakambangan Island,
home to a high-security prison where
Indonesia conducts executions. 

Indonesia-which has some of the
toughest anti-drugs laws in the world-
executed 14 drug convicts, mostly for-
eigners, in two batches last year. Activists
intensified pressure on Indonesia’s
leader this week, urging him not to pro-

ceed with the third round of executions
since he took office in October 2014.
“Indonesian President Joko Widodo,
popularly known as ‘Jokowi’, will be put-
ting his government on the wrong side
of history if he proceeds with a fresh
round of executions,” Amnesty
International said in a statement.

“Sadly, he could preside over the
highest number of executions in the
country’s democratic era at a time when
most of the world has turned its back on
this cruel practice,” added the group’s
Southeast Asia head Josef Benedict.
Human Rights Watch urged Widodo to

call off the executions and avoid a
“potential diplomatic firestorm”, referring
to the global criticism Indonesia attract-
ed when it put to death eight drug con-
victs in April  2015, including two
Australians and a Brazilian.

Citizens from Indonesia, Nigeria,
India, South Africa, Pakistan and
Zimbabwe would be executed in this
round, said lawyers from the Jakarta-
based Community Legal Aid Institute,
who had visited some of the inmates in
prison this week. Lawyers for some of
the condemned inmates have been mak-
ing last-minute bids to save their clients

from the firing squad. A letter from
Indonesian convict Merri Utami to
Widodo asking for clemency was sent on
Tuesday. 

Activists lobbying on behalf  of
Pakistani prisoner Zulfiqar Ali said they
would also consider making a final
appeal, despite alleging their 52-year-
old client was tortured into confessing.
“We’ve seen how Indonesia’s legal sys-
tem is full of flaws. Jokowi can actually
put a moratorium on executions, he has
the right to do so,” said Al Araf, the
director of Indonesian rights group
Imparsial. — AFP 
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HONG KONG: Hong Kong pro-democracy activists
challenged controversial new election rules in court
yesterday after candidates for an upcoming vote
were asked to sign a form saying the city is an
“inalienable” part of China. Critics have slammed the
new stipulation as political censorship and an
attempt to deter candidates in September’s parlia-
mentary elections from advocating self-determina-
tion or independence from Beijing. It comes as some
young campaigners are calling for more distance or
even a complete breakaway from the mainland as
fears grow that freedoms in the semi-autonomous
city are disappearing due to Beijing interference. 

At least 13 pro-democracy candidates have
refused to sign the declaration. Hong Kong’s High
Court said yesterday it would not make a ruling on
the challenge over the legality of the form-brought
by two pro-democracy political groups-before the
end of the nomination process Friday, as activists
had wanted. Instead the case was adjourned until
August. 

“The public should be angry...if candidates have
to be screened based on their political views,”
activist Avery Ng of the League of Social Democrats
told reporters, adding he was “disappointed” with
the delay in the court decision. Edward Leung of
Hong Kong Indigenous-a “localist” group pushing for
independence from Beijing-said everyone had the
right to stand. “This is definitely political censorship
if someone is not approved to stand in the election,”

Leung told reporters outside court. It is not yet clear
whether those candidates who have refused to sign
the form will be barred from running. 

Some have told local media their candidacy has
been confirmed despite opting out of the declara-
tion. Others have said they have been quizzed by
election officials over their stance on independence.
Leaders of several pro-independence groups have
announced they are running for the legislature in
September, as well as other pro-democracy cam-
paigners who are calling for self-determination for
Hong Kong. 

Beijing and Hong Kong officials have repeatedly
said that advocating independence goes against the
city’s mini constitution and that independence
activists could face legal consequences. Election
authorities in Hong Kong introduced the new decla-
ration form earlier this month. It sets out three con-
stitutional points, including the description of Hong
Kong as a “local administrative region” of China.
Hong Kong was returned from Britain to China in
1997 under an arrangement that guarantees civil lib-
erties unseen on the mainland. 

But concerns have grown that such freedoms are
now fading. That negative sentiment was exacerbat-
ed by the disappearance last year of five Hong Kong-
based booksellers from a firm that published gos-
sipy books about leading Chinese politicians. All
resurfaced on the mainland where they were investi-
gated over trading banned books. — AFP 

TOKYO: A Japanese man who admitted murder-
ing 19 people at a centre for the mentally dis-
abled grinned at news cameras yesterday
before being questioned about the country’s
worst killing spree in decades. Police searched
the home of the 26-year-old, who reportedly
said he wanted all disabled people to “disap-
pear”, after the knife rampage that left his vic-
tims in pools of blood, including some who
were stabbed in the neck.

With a blue jacket draped over his head,

Satoshi Uematsu was escorted out of a police
station into a waiting van before a crowd of
flashing cameras. Inside the vehicle with the
jacket removed, he smiled broadly in footage
broadcast on morning news shows. Uematsu’s
self-styled mission to rid the country of the
mentally disabled laid out earlier this year in a
long letter that came to light Tuesday-has

shocked Japan, as has the carnage at the Tsukui
Yamayuri-en centre in the city of Sagamihara
outside Tokyo.  

Questions were being asked about why he
had been allowed to leave the hospital where
he was admitted in February for mental evalua-
tion following his explicit threats. In a sign that
the care centre feared its former employee,
public broadcaster NHK-citing Kanagawa pre-
fectural officials-said the facility in April set up
16 security cameras to watch out for him after

he was discharged from the hospital. An official
at the Tsukui police station where Uematsu was
held after the attack declined to comment on
the investigation, only confirming that he was
being transported to prosecutors for question-
ing. Plainclothes police officers were seen
searching his house where yellow tape declared
it a no-entry zone. The two-storey dwelling is in

the same neighborhood as the care centre.
Local media said Uematsu has told police that
he wants to apologize to bereaved families
about the sudden loss of their loved ones,
though he still justified what he did. “I saved
those with multiple disabilities,” he told police,
according to private broadcaster TV Asahi which
cited investigative sources. Uematsu broke into
the care centre in the forested hil ls of
Sagamihara in the early hours of Tuesday. He
reportedly tied up two caregivers before stab-
bing residents using a total of five knives-leav-
ing a total of 26 people injured, 13 of them
severely.

‘Appalling’ 
He quickly turned himself in at a police sta-

tion, carrying bloodied knives and admitting to
officers: “I did it.” Uematsu reportedly also said:
“The disabled should all disappear.” Security
camera footage taken near the centre showed a
vehicle arriving there shortly before the attack
began. The driver opened the boot to remove
objects before walking toward the facility.

At around 2:50 am, shortly after an emergency
call was made to police from the centre, the
footage shows the driver dashing back to the
vehicle, carrying a large bag. Uematsu left his job
at the care home and was forcibly hospitalized in
February after telling colleagues he intended to
kill disabled people at the centre. But he was dis-
charged 12 days later when a doctor deemed he
was not a threat. He had previously delivered a
letter to the speaker of the lower house of parlia-
ment in which he threatened to kill hundreds of
disabled people, outlining a broad plan for night-
time attacks against Tsukui Yamayuri-en and
another facility. 

In the rambling letter he presented a vision of
a society in which the seriously handicapped
could be euthanized with the approval of family
members since “handicapped people only create
unhappiness”. The top-selling Yomiuri Shimbun
daily called the case “appalling” and urged a
probe of the decision to release Uematsu from
medical care. “It is a matter of great regret for soci-
ety to let such a serious stabbing incident hap-
pen,” it said in an editorial which also called for
increased security at care facilities. Japan has one
of the lowest rates of violent crime in the devel-
oped world.  The killing spree is believed to be the
nation’s worst since 1938, when a man armed
with an axe, sword and rifle went on a rampage
that left 30 people dead. — AFP 

Japan’s knife attacker 
grins before cameras

He wanted all disabled people to ‘disappear’

SAGAMIHARA: This video frame grab taken from footage supplied by Japanese broadcaster
TBS on July 27, 2016 shows murder suspect Satoshi Uematsu grinning inside a vehicle as he
departs to the prosecutor’s office from a local police station. — AFP 

SEOUL: Foreign veterans of the Korean War and their family members salute during a
commemorative ceremony marking the 63rd anniversary of the Armistice
Agreement and UN Forces Participation in the Korean War. — AP  

SEOUL: South Korea yesterday accused
rival North Korea of floating propaganda
leaflets down a river in the first such inci-
dent. South Korea’s military discovered
dozens of plastic bags, each carrying about
20 leaflets, near the estuary of Seoul’s Han
River close to the tense Korean border last
Friday, according to the South’s Defense
Ministry. Seoul is only an hour’s drive from
the border.

The leaflets contained threats to launch
missile attacks and a repeat of the North’s
long-running propaganda such as that the
North won the 1950-53 Korean War, a min-
istry official said, requesting anonymity
because of department rules. The war end-
ed with no one’s victory. An armistice that
stopped the fighting has yet to be replaced
with a peace treaty, leaving the Korean
Peninsula split along the world’s most
heavily fortified border and at a technical
state of war. Yesterday marked the 63rd
anniversary of the armistice’s signing.

North Korean recently warned of
unspecified “physical” measures in
response to a US plan to deploy an
advanced missile defense system in South
Korea by the end of next year. North Korea
last week fired three ballistic missiles into
the sea, according to Seoul defense offi-
cials. The rival Koreas resumed old-fash-

ioned, Cold War-era psychological warfare
in the wake of North Korea’s fourth nuclear
test in January.

Seoul began blasting anti-Pyongyang
propaganda broadcasts and K-pop songs
from border loudspeakers in retaliation for
the North’s atomic detonation. Pyongyang
quickly matched Seoul’s campaign with its
own border broadcasts and launches of
balloons carrying anti-South leaflets across
the border. 

The latest discovery of propaganda
leaflets marks the first time for North Korea
to use a river to send leaflets, according to
the South Korean defense official. He said
North Korea is believed to have used a river
because the direction of wind isn’t favor-
able in the summer to fly propaganda bal-
loons from north to south.

Many in South Korea believe their
broadcasts could sting in Pyongyang
because the rigidly controlled, authoritari-
an country worries that the broadcasts will
demoralize front-line troops and residents
and eventually weaken the grip of absolute
leader Kim Jong Un. Nearly 30,000 North
Koreans have fled to South Korea since the
end of the Korean War, mostly for political
and economic reasons. South Koreans
defecting to the impoverished, authoritari-
an North is highly unusual. — AP 

SEOUL: Vietnamese protesters hold their national flags, anti-China placards and a
banner that reads: “We oppose China because they escalate tensions on the waters
of the South China Sea” during a rally against China near the Chinese Embassy. — AP 

N Korea floats propaganda 
flyers in river for 1st time

MANILA: The Philippines said yesterday it
had “vigorously” lobbied Southeast Asian
nations to take a united stance critical of
Beijing’s claims to most of the South China
Sea, but insisted a diluted statement
remained a victory. After initially denying
doing so, Foreign Secretary Perfecto Yasay
said he lobbied his counterparts at a meet-
ing of the 10-member Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) in Laos
this week to refer to the verdict in a state-
ment issued on Monday.

The statement avoided mentioning this
month’s ruling by a UN-backed tribunal in
The Hague that Beijing’s claims to almost all
of the strategic waterway had no legal basis,
instead calling merely for “self-restraint”.
Asked at a news conference in Manila if he
pushed for ASEAN to refer to the ruling,
Yasay said: “Yes, vigorously”. However he said
the statement was a “victory” for ASEAN, as it
referred to upholding principles of interna-
tional law.  

Legal challenge
The Philippines, under the previous

administration of Benigno Aquino, launched
the legal challenge in 2013 against China’s

claims to most of the sea. China insists it has
sovereign rights to nearly all of the sea,
including waters approaching ASEAN mem-
bers the Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia and
Brunei. Efforts to forge a united ASEAN front
on the issue have crumbled in recent years
as China has successfully lobbied Cambodia
and Laos, which are members of the bloc
but Chinese allies. The Philippines has also
adopted a more moderate stance on China
under the new government of President
Rodrigo Duterte, who has courted closer
Chinese economic and political ties since
taking office on June 30.

Yasay initially said on Tuesday he had not
asked ASEAN members to refer to the ruling
in its end-of-meeting statement. “No. Never,
never did. Please don’t put words into my
mouth,” Yasay told reporters in Vientiane
when asked if he had called for a reference.
“The other countries are not part of our fil-
ing of the case before the arbitral tribunal so
why would we insist that it be put in the
ASEAN statement?”  Back in Manila yester-
day, Yasay denied making those comments.
“I never said those things, all right? And
please don’t put words into my mouth,” he
told reporters. — AFP

Philippines lobbied ASEAN 
on sea row verdict: Govt 

SYDNEY: A teenage boy shown
hooded and shackled in images
from a juvenile detention centre
that shocked Australia has apolo-
gized for  his  cr imes as  anger
mounted over the scandal yester-
day. The treatment of Dylan Voller
has become the focus of outrage
after graphic evidence was broad-
cast of prison guards assaulting
mostly indigenous boys in the
Nor thern Terr i tor y,  including
stripping them naked and using
tear gas.

It prompted an appalled Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull to order
an inquiry into the treatment of
young inmates. In one video from
last year, Voller, then 17, is shown
hooded and shackled to a mechani-
cal restraint chair and left alone for
two hours. A former guard at the
Don Dale Centre in Darwin told the
Australian Broadcasting
Corporation, whose Four Corners
programme exposed the abuse on
Monday, he had seen the boy put in
the chair at least three times.

Voller, who has been in and out
of custody since he was 11 and is
now in an adult prison, thanked the
ABC for “getting the truth out there”
in a hand-written letter released by
his lawyer yesterday. “I would just
like to thank the whole Australian
community for the support you
have showed for us boys as well as
our families,” said Voller, who has
previously been convicted of crimes
including car theft and robbery. “I
would also like to take the opportu-
nity to apologise to the community
for my wrongs and I can’t wait to
get out and make up for them.”

Northern Territory Chief Minister
Adam Giles has insisted he was not
aware of the extent of the abuse, as
calls mounted for him to resign
after comments he made in 2010
urging criminals to be put “in a big

Hooded teen speaks as Australia 
anger on juvenile abuse mounts

concrete hole” resurfaced yester-
day. The Northern Territory News
headlined its front-page “Sack the
lot of them”, while The Australian
broadsheet said in an editorial:
“Juvenile detention horror a win-
dow on our shame.”

Rights groups have called for the
royal commission to be Australia-
wide, but Turnbull ruled this out,
saying it risked becoming too cum-

bersome. “This royal commission,
which will be done in collaboration
with the Northern Territory govern-
ment, will be focused on the youth
detention centres and youth deten-
tion practices in the Northern
Territory that were the subject of
the Four Corners program,” he said
yesterday. 

The Northern Territory has one
of the highest crime rates in

Australia, with indigenous offenders
making up more than two-thirds of
the prison population. 

According to Amnesty
International, Aboriginal children
are 26 times more l ikely to be
jailed than their non-indigenous
counterparts as they struggle to
deal with poor education, high
unemployment rates, and sub-
stance abuse. — AFP 

HK activists in court
over election rules


