
Fans were given a sneak peek Monday at
the hotly-anticipated sequel to
“Trainspotting,” 20 years after it delight-

ed critics and shocked Hollywood with its
vivid depiction of Scotland’s heroin subcul-
ture.  The iconic black comedy’s original cast-
fronted by Ewan McGregor, Ewen Bremner,
Jonny Lee Miller and Robert Carlyle-have
been reunited for the new film, which has the
working title “T2.” The sequel also sees the
return of director Danny Boyle, who has
become a household name over the last two
decades with a host of critical and commer-
cial hits including “28 Days Later” and
“Slumdog Millionaire.” 

In an echo of the original, a 41-second
teaser released on the film’s Twitter account
shows Renton, Spud, Sick Boy and Begbie
standing on a platform as a train passes by,
with Iggy Pop’s “Lust for Life” playing in the
background. “Trainspotting,” which earned
screenwriter John Hodge an Oscar nomina-
tion, followed a group of bored twentysome-

things in the deprived east coast port of Leith
during the 1980s. The film sees protagonist
Renton and his circle of friends struggle with
poverty, heroin addiction and the threat of
HIV infection before embarking on a lucrative
drug deal in London. 

The sequel takes place nine years after the
original and is loosely based on “Porno,”
author Irvine Welsh’s own sequel to his cult
novel “Trainspotting.” Movie magazine Total
Film named “Trainspotting” the fourth great-
est British film of all time in 2004, while in
2009 a panel assembled by the London-
based Observer newspaper made it the best
British movie of the previous quarter century.
Boyle said in a 2008 interview with film web-
site AV Club he was waiting for his cast to age
sufficiently because they were “a little heavier,
but they basically look the same.”—AFP
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Celebrated Egyptian film director Mohamed Khan died in
Cairo yesterday aged 73 after a prolific career making
socially engaged films. Khan has been one of Egypt’s

leading cinematic figures since the 1980s, making a string of
movies tackling social issues that have often revolved around
female central characters. Khan died in a Cairo hospital early
yesterday following “health problems”, state-owned al-Ahram
newspaper said. His family was not immediately available for
comment.

A British national born to an Egyptian-Italian mother and a
Pakistani father in Cairo in 1942, Khan studied in Britain and
worked as an assistant director in Lebanon before returning to
settle in Egypt. He directed 24 feature films starring the coun-
try’s leading actors and actresses, denouncing the oppression
of Egyptian women and fighting social ills in films that were
acclaimed by critics and the public alike. In his 1987 film “The
Wife of an Important Man”, Khan portrayed a police officer
who is intoxicated by power and involved in the repression of
opponents of the regime.

The film in 2013 made it onto the Dubai International Film
Festival’s top 100 Arab films of all time. The same year, Khan’s
film “Factory Girl” won two prizes at the same festival, includ-
ing a prestigious critics award. The film tells the story of
Hiyam, a young factory worker living in a lower-middle-class
neighborhood of Cairo, who falls in love with her supervisor.
Khan leaves behind his wife Wessam Souleiman, who wrote
the screenplay for several of his films including “Factory Girl”.

His daughter Nadine Khan is also a film director and her
feature debut “Chaos, Disorder” won the Special Jury Prize at
the Dubai International Film Festival in 2012. Despite being
widely celebrated as a great figure in Egyptian and Arab cine-
ma, Egypt only granted Khan nationality in 2014. Egyptian
women married to foreigners were not allowed to pass on
their citizenship to their children prior to a 2004 amendment
to the nationality law. — AFP

This file photo taken on February 22, 2008 shows Egypt’s Mohamed Khan holding the best director award at the
56th Catholic Centre film festival for his film ‘Fi Shaqet Masr El-Gedida’. — AP/AFP photos

Relatives and friends pray over the coffin of Egyptian film director Mohamed Khan during his funeral in the capital
Cairo yesterday. 
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Relatives and friends pray over the coffin of Egyptian film director Mohamed Khan during his funeral in the capital
Cairo yesterday. — AFP photos

Bollywood star Salman
Khan acquitted in 1998

poaching case

Bollywood star Salman Khan was acquitted of shooting and
killing three endangered animals nearly two decades ago
in a verdict Monday that overturned a lower court’s ruling

that would have sent the popular leading man to jail. Khan and
seven other people, including Bollywood actors, were accused
of killing a gazelle and two antelopes over two days in 1998
while filming a movie in Rajasthan state.

Two poaching cases were filed against Khan and he was con-
victed by a lower court and sentenced to jail terms of one and
five years respectively. But the actor challenged the verdict in a
higher court, which said there was no evidence to suggest that
the pellets recovered from the animals were fired from Khan’s
licensed gun. Khan was not present in the court in Jodhpur city
in Rajasthan. The state prosecutor said the verdict would be
reviewed before a decision is made on whether to appeal.

Khan has starred in more than 90 Hindi-language films, but
has also had brushes with the law. Last year, the Mumbai High
Court acquitted the actor in a drunken-driving, hit-and-run case
from more than a decade ago. The judges found that prosecu-
tors had failed to prove charges of culpable homicide, in which
they accused Khan of driving while intoxicated in 2002 and run-
ning over five men sleeping on a sidewalk in Mumbai, killing
one of them. The government of Maharashtra state, of which
Mumbai is the capital, has challenged his acquittal in the
Supreme Court.

Last month, Khan caused a public uproar by telling reporters
that shooting his new movie “Sultan” was so grueling that he felt
like a raped woman. The actor’s analogy struck a painful chord in
India, where sexual violence against women is rampant. Khan
has refused to apologize for his remarks and has ignored repeat-
ed summons from India’s leading women’s rights panel, the
National Commission for Women, to explain his remarks. Khan’s
comments were considered particularly damaging given his
immense popularity as a leading romance and action star in
India’s film industry. In recent years the star has turned to philan-
thropy, establishing a charitable trust called “Being Human”
which works in education and health care for the poor. — AP

In this July 15, 2015 file photo, Indian Bollywood actor
Salman Khan smiles as he attends the trailer launch of his
upcoming movie ‘Hero’ in Mumbai, India. — AP

Afilm production company yesterday
admitted health and safety breaches
over an accident on the set of “Star

Wars: The Force Awakens” that broke the leg
of star Harrison Ford. The actor was struck by
a hydraulic door on the set of the Millennium
Falcon - his character Han Solo’s spaceship -
at Pinewood Studios near London in June
2014. He was airlifted to a hospital for sur-
gery. During a hearing at Milton Keynes
Magistrates’ Court in Britain, prosecutor
Andrew Marshall said the door “could have
killed somebody” had an emergency stop
button not been hit. Britain’s Health and
Safety Executive said the metal-framed door
struck Ford with a power comparable to the
weight of a small car.

Foodles Production Ltd, which is owned
by the Walt Disney Co, admitted two breach-
es of health and safety law, although its
lawyer, Angus Withington, said Foodles
would contest the level of risk involved. The
company will be sentenced next month.
Production on the film was suspended for
two weeks after the accident to Ford, who
was 71 at the time. “The Force Awakens” is the
seventh installment in the space saga and has
taken more than $2 billion at the worldwide
box office since its release last year. Filming is
underway on the eighth Star Wars film, direct-
ed by Rian Johnson and due for release in
2017. — AP
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In this file photo, Harrison Ford greets fans during a Star Wars fan event in Sydney. — AP

“Star Trek Beyond” easily topped the
domestic box office in its first week-
end in theaters with $59.3 million, but

the real winner was “Lights Out,” which cost
Warner Bros $5 million to make and landed in
third place with $21.7 million out of the gate,
studios said Monday. “Star Trek Beyond,” the third
film in the rebooted series, cost an estimated
$185 million to produce. While its debut was
healthy, it is over $10 million shy of the second
installment’s opening in 2013.

“Ice Age: Collision Course” bombed in its
domestic debut with $21.4 million, putting it in
fourth place behind “Lights Out,” and the more
direct competitor, “The Secret Life of Pets,” which
hung in second place with $29.6 million after
three weeks in theaters. Sony’s “Ghostbusters”
reboot fell to fifth place with $21 million in its
second weekend, bringing its domestic total to
$86.3 million. The top 20 movies at US and
Canadian theaters Friday through Sunday, fol-
lowed by distribution studio, gross, number of
theater locations, average receipts per location,
total gross and number of weeks in release, as
compiled Monday by comScore:

1.“Star Trek Beyond,” Paramount
2.“The Secret Life Of Pets,” Universal
3.“Lights Out,” Warner Bros
4.“Ice Age: Collision Course,” 20th Century Fox
5.“Ghostbusters,” Sony
6.“Finding Dory,” Disney
7.“The Legend of Tarzan,” Warner Bros
8.“Mike and Dave Need Wedding Dates,” 20th

Century Fox
9.“Hillary’s America: The Secret History of the

Democratic Party,” Quality Flix
10.“Kabali (Tamil & Telugu),” Cinegalaxy
11.“The Infiltrator,” Broad Green Pictures
12.“Central Intelligence,” Warner Bros
13.“The Purge: Election Year,” Universal
14.“Absolutely Fabulous: The Movie,” Fox

Searchlight
15.“The BFG,” Disney
16.“Independence Day: Resurgence,” 20th

Century Fox
17.“Cafe Society,” Lionsgate
18.“The Shallows,” Sony
19.“Captain Fantastic,” Bleecker Street
20.“Hunt For The Wilderpeople,” The Orchard. 
—AP
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In this image provided by Paramount Pictures, Sofia Boutella, left, plays Jaylah and
Simon Pegg plays Scotty in Star Trek Beyond. — AP


