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Canon Middle East, world leader in imaging
solutions, today introduces the PowerShot
SX620 HS, a compact super zoom camera

designed to get you closer to the action, thanks
to a new 25x optical zoom. This stylish camera is
perfect for capturing precious moments, when a
smartphone snap simply won’t cut it, thanks to
the 20.2 Megapixel CMOS sensor and DIGIC 4+
processor. With intuitive handling and a unique
range of creative effects, the PowerShot SX620
HS helps you unlock your creative side, and has
effortless connectivity capabilities.

Quality in your pocket, 
zoom in your palm 

The PowerShot SX620 HS is designed to
make an impact thanks to its new ultra-wide-
angle lens and 25x optical zoom, which can
extend a further 50x thanks to ZoomPlus
technology. When you are shooting on the
go, the eight mode Intelligent Image
Stabilizer adapts to virtually any scenario,
ensuring subjects stay detailed and crisp.

Movie making in an instant 
The PowerShot SX620 HS gives you the

freedom to shoot Full HD movies, so you can
watch and relive occasions forever. Dynamic
IS offers visual stability in every frame, keep-
ing your footage steady, even at high zoom or
when shooting handheld. Story Highlights
stitches your photos and clips together, to
create memory filled snapshots of your holi-
day or family moments.

Creativity captured and connected 
For an artistic twist, Creative Shot adds

stylistic effects and filters - such as Fish-
eye Effect and Miniature Effect - to your
photos, producing five distinct versions of
the same image alongside the original,
building a library of interesting shots to
hold on to.

Whether you’re on holiday or exploring a
city, for easy sharing, quickly connect to
smart devices using Dynamic NFC and trans-
fer your photos via the Camera Connect app -
or you can store them directly to cloud servic-
es, including iristafrom Canon, using Wi-Fi.
For direct uploads and new ways of sharing,
the PowerShot SX620 HS is also compatible
with the Canon Connect Station CS100.

BT and Frost & Sullivan research finds huge
sustainability benefits from new urban
mobility models with potential emission

savings of 56 megatons CO2per year. New con-
cepts in personal transport built on digital tech-
nologies could reduce the amount of cars need-
ed on urban roads globally by up to 20 million
vehicles per year in 2025, offering huge sustain-
ability benefits and an improved experience for
travelers.  These are some of the key findings of
new research published today by BT and Frost &
Sullivan.  

The research, “Environmentally Sustainable
Innovation in Automotive Manufacturing and
Urban Mobility”, suggests that consumer trends
towards ‘on demand’ access rather than product
ownership is prompting car manufacturers to
consider ride-on-demand business models.
When combined with the integration of smart
vehicles and smart roads and cities, all connect-
ed, these business models will lead to fewer and
more efficient journeys, reducing journeys in
private cars overall by 360 billion kilometers per
year within the next decade.  

These developments stand to reduce carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions by 56 megatons per
year in 2025.That is an amount equivalent to
more than half the yearly emissions from trans-
port in the UK. A further reduction of 121 mega-
tons of CO2equivalent emissions could be
achieved by automotive companies due to the
reduction of the global car output by 20 million
vehicles per year.  By introducing sustainable
production methods, including lightweight
materials, expanding the use remanufactured
parts and better integrated supply chains, the
embodied carbon impact could be reduced by
another 89 megatons of CO2equivalent in 2025.

The research suggests that this new era of
mobility business models has a user-centric,
service-led approach to delivery and is leading
to a potential shift away from car ownership to
the use of mobility services in several cases.
Through smartphone-based on-demand solu-
tions, connected parking solutions, and integrat-
ed mobility services, technology is playing a crit-
ical role in carving out new urban mobility solu-
tions that are rapidly moving from niche to
mainstream transportation options. These new
personal mobility services all require highly con-
nected IT solutions with access to real-time data.
According to the study, smart parking solutions,
using a connected infrastructure of sensors that
draws on numerous data sources in real time to
allow the most efficient routes to vacant parking
spaces to be calculated, could deliver £49 billion

in productivity and fuel savings and reduce
yearly carbon emissions by 23 megatons in
2025.

Ridesharing platforms that facilitate sponta-
neous use of spare capacities in private cars
could bring a reduction of 40 billion kilometers
travelled, which would generate savings of £15
billion for users and reduce carbon emissions by
five megatons. Ride-on-demand models, where
users hire cars on a pay-per-minute basis, could
remove 10 million vehicles from the road in
2025, eliminating 15 megatons of emissions.

“These findings show that IoT solutions will
transform the entire industry. Traditional car
manufacturers are rethinking their business
models and will become personal mobility serv-
ice providers,” says Hubertus von Roenne, vice
president global industry practices, BT. “BT is
ready to help the industry turn digital disruption
to its own advantage and enjoy the benefits of a
more sustainable future.BT is committed to
helping all its customers to live and work more
sustainably and more efficiently.” The challenge
to car manufacturers isn’t limited to reducing
pollution. Changing needs and habits of a
young, always-on generation increasingly open
to using Mobility as a Service (MaaS), and less
likely to own a car, pose a challenge to tradition-
al automotive companies. 

BT, bolstered by the acquisition of the UK’s
biggest and fastest mobile communications
network, EE, recognizes the exciting potential
and approaches the ongoing digital disruption
with great confidence. The company already
boasts several case studies supporting both
established and new mobility providers, includ-
ing solutions for smart parking and connected
vehicles. “ICT solutions are enabling service
providers to overcome some of the challenges
inherent in urban mobility, whilst improving the
user experience and encouraging more sustain-
able travel. New mobility business models can
achieve exactly this,” says Martyn Briggs, indus-
try principal, Frost & Sullivan. 

With technology enabling a new way to
approach urban mobility, a paradigm shift from
the current ‘predict and provide’ of transporta-
tion to a ‘sense and respond’ will be introduced,
using historical analytics and real-time informa-
tion to deliver mobility services on-demand.
“The logic of our analysis was to reveal both the
potential impacts and benefits of new mobility
business models. We quantified the potential
reduction in embodied carbon from vehicle
manufacturing with the future reduced volume
of vehicles required,” Briggs continues.

BT drives for Sustainable

Innovation in automotive

Manufacturing Mobility

Amazon to test

flying delivery

drones in Britain

SAN FRANCISCO: Amazon announced Monday
plans to test delivery drone technology in Britain,
as the US online commerce giant tries to advance
the idea safely. The partnership aims to understand
how drones can be used safely and reliably, and
identify the regulations to put in place, it said in a
statement. Amazon got British approval for three
new types of tests: flying drones that are no longer
within sight of their operators in rural and subur-
ban areas; having one person operate several high-
ly automated drones; and testing devices to make
the drones able to identify and avoid obstacles.

“Britain is a leader in enabling drone innovation;
we’ve been investing in Prime Air research and
development here for quite some time,” said Paul
Misener, Amazon’s Vice President of Global
Innovation Policy and Communications. “This
announcement strengthens our partnership with
the UK and brings Amazon closer to our goal of
using drones to safely deliver parcels in 30 minutes
to customers in the UK and elsewhere around the
world.” Last month, the US Federal Aviation
Administration unveiled long-awaited new rules
that clear the way for small, commercial drones to
operate across US airspace.

Under the FAA’s rules, drone operators will be
allowed to fly commercial craft weighing less than
55 pounds (25 kilograms) during daylight hours,
provided they can maintain a clear view of the
drone at all times. While that effectively precludes
the sort of robo-delivery services being developed
by Amazon and other major vendors, the new
rules will nonetheless ensure drones become
increasingly commonplace in the skies. The White
House cites industry estimates suggesting drones
could generate more than $82 billion for the US
economy over the coming decade, creating some
100,000 jobs.—AFP

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates might
not seem like an obvious spot to begin and
end a globe-spanning flight promoting renew-
able energy. It is OPEC’s fourth biggest oil pro-
ducer, after all, where gas guzzlers rule the
road and the air conditioning is always on - not
just at its indoor ski slope. Its oil output and
fossil fuel-burning airlines are growing, and its
per-capita carbon emissions rank among the
world’s highest.

Yet this federation of sheikhdoms on the
Arabian Gulf has emerged as an unlikely cham-
pion of clean energy. One way is by backing the
Solar Impulse 2 solar plane, which ended its
groundbreaking round-the-world flight yester-
day in Abu Dhabi and counts Emirati renewable-
energy company Masdar among its sponsors.
Here are some others:

Going solar
Dubai, the country’s cosmopolitan commer-

cial hub, last month picked an Emirati-Spanish
consortium to develop the third phase of what
is slated to become the world’s biggest solar
park. The winning bid for the 800-megawatt
phase of the project came in at an industry wide
record low cost of 2.99 US cents per kilowatt-
hour. The first phase of the Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Solar Park, named after the
emirate’s ruler, went online with 13 megawatts
of capacity in 2013. Another 200 megawatts will
be added next year. Plans call for the $14 billion
park to eventually produce 5,000 megawatts by
2030, enough to power tens of thousands of
homes. 

Abu Dhabi’s government-backed Masdar,
which was part of the winning bid, opened a
100 megawatt plant using a different technolo-
gy known as concentrated solar power outside
the federal capital in 2013. It aims to develop
another 350-megawatt project in the emirate.

Smaller-scale projects are popping up too,
including solar-powered parking meters and
public Wi-Fi hotspots. DP World, which runs the
Mideast’s busiest seaport in Dubai, plans to cov-
er rooftops throughout the facility with solar
panels. The emirate’s utility operator last year
rolled out a plan for building owners to connect
their own solar panels to the grid. 

Dubai aims to generate a quarter of its power
from clean-energy sources by 2030 and 75 per-
cent by 2050. It is even looking into the feasibili-
ty of tapping geothermal energy, possibly for
use in the energy-intensive desalination process
the UAE uses to satisfy much of its water needs.
“Like any rational country, they’re looking ahead
and ... seeing it really makes sense to plan a
strategy of diversification,” said economist
Rachel Cleetus, the climate policy manager at
the Cambridge, Massachusetts-based Union of
Concerned Scientists. “They are putting a lot of
money behind these investments.”

Sustainable city
Masdar is probably best known as the devel-

oper of Masdar City, a clean-energy showcase
community being built near Abu Dhabi’s main
airport. It has hosted several dignitaries, includ-
ing UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and Vice
President Joe Biden. Earlier plans for Masdar City
to become a self-sufficient, zero-carbon city of
40,000 serviced by futuristic electric podcars
have been altered, and little has been built
beyond an innovative urban core designed to
keep cool using traditional Arabic architectural
techniques. Still, the development has managed
to attract some corporate tenants, including
German engineering giant Siemens. It also hous-
es the global headquarters of the International
Renewable Energy Agency, a 144member
organization founded in 2009. 

Its member countries include Israel, which

sends delegates to the group’s meetings and
hopes to open an office in the Emirates even
though the countries have no formal diplomatic
relations. Masdar CEO Mohammed al-Ramahi
acknowledged in an interview that ambitious
projects such as Masdar City “take time to grow
and mature,” and said the project now won’t be
finished until 2030. He insists the UAE is serious
about its commitment to renewable despite a
drop in oil prices that is testing the country’s
finances. “These projects bring value back to
Abu Dhabi and the UAE,” he said.

Investing in renewable
Masdar has been busy developing renew-

able energy projects well beyond the Emirates.
It owns a 20 percent stake in Britain’s London
Array, the world’s largest offshore wind farm.
Another Masdar-backed wind farm is being
built off England’s eastern coast. In Spain, it
teamed up with engineering company Sener to
build three concentrated solar power plants.
Among its projects in the Mideast are a wind
farm in Jordan and a solar plant in Egypt. Al-
Ramahi said the company has invested $2.7 bil-
lion into clean-energy projects over the past
decade.

“All of our projects are bankable,” he said.
“The financial institutions would not give you a
dime if it’s not sustainable and it doesn’t make
commercial sense.” The Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority, the emirate’s main sovereign wealth
fund, sees potential in renewables too. Last
October, it pumped $200 million into an Indian
renewable energy company, ReNew Power
Ventures. “They’re definitely showing a very
strong commitment to renewable energy,” the
UCS’s Cleetus said of the Emirates. “The ques-
tion is can they take it further, scale it up ... and
at the same time diversify away from fossil
fuels.”—AP

BOISE, Idaho: The first national system
intended to prevent hobby drones from
interfering with planes and helicopters
fighting wildfires has launched, federal
authorities say. The US Interior
Department announced the kickoff of
the pilot project Monday that uses a
smartphone app and real-time wildfire
information to create virtual boundaries,
or geofences, that drones can’t cross.

Officials say drones colliding with fire-
fighting aircraft could be catastrophic.
Planes and helicopters have been
grounded numerous times this year
because of drones, most recently on
Sunday in Southern California where
10,000 homes are threatened by fire.
Earlier this month authorities arrested a
man they say flew a drone over a
Northern California wildfire and ground-
ed firefighting aircraft.

“We believe this program, which uses
the global positioning system to create a
virtual barrier, will move us one step clos-
er to eliminating this problem for wildfire
managers,” Mark Bathrick, director of the
Interior Department’s Office of Aviation
Services, said in a statement. The Interior
Department developed the system with
DJI, the world’s largest civilian drone-
maker, and two other companies that
specialize in offering navigational infor-
mation to drone fliers, AirMap and
Skyward.

Wildfire flight restrictions 
Specifically, the Interior Department

allows AirMap and Skyward to get the
latest wildfire information directly from
the federal agency ’s Integrated
Reporting Wildland-Fire Information pro-
gram. That information is then immedi-
ately pushed to drone pilots through

apps on their smartphones, with the
smartphones themselves typically used
to navigate in combination with the
drone’s GPS. DJI has its own app called
DJI GO. AirMap pushes the Interior
Department’s wildfire flight restriction
information to DJI. 

DJI uses it as a safety feature that pre-
vents its drones from flying in temporary
flight restrictions at wildfires. It even pre-
vents DJI drones from taking off in wild-
fire restricted areas. The system can be
overridden by those authorized to fly
over a wildfire. “This enhancement ... will
help prevent DJI drones from inadver-
tently taking off within, or flying into, a
wildfire location without authorization,”
Brendan Schulman, DJI Vice President of
Policy and Legal Affairs, said in a state-
ment.

Ben Marcus, CEO of AirMap, said DJI is
the only drone maker so far to take that
step but attributed it more to DJI’s large
size. He expected smaller companies that
make drones to begin integrating the
technology as well to set up the
geofences around wildfires based on
Interior Department information. “Giving
drone operators real-time information
about wildfires we think will dramatically
increase the safety for firefighters,”
Marcus said.

For drone pilots without a DJI drone,
smartphone apps can still provide the
Interior Department’s location of wildfire
flight restrictions, but it will be up to the
operators to avoid flying over a wildfire
rather than the drone technology auto-
matically preventing an incursion.
Marcus estimated that more than 70 per-
cent of drones now operating in the
country will benefit from the real-time
wildfire information.—AP
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ABU DHABI: Bertrand Piccard, left, and Andre Borschberg, right, the pilots of the Solar Impulse 2 plane, celebrate in Abu Dhabi, United Arab
Emirates, yesterday.  — AP 


